
MADRID: Massi-Kuwait Cycling Project, a team composed of 14 riders, par-
ticipated in the 93rd Prueba Villafranca-Ordiziako Klasika race held in Spain,
said a Kuwaiti official late yesterday.  The race saw the participation of 17
professional teams.  Founder of Massi-Kuwait, Abdullah Al-Shammiri told
KUNA that six riders from the team participated in the 165.7
kilometers-long race, held in Ordizia in the Basque
province, Gipuzkoa. The team was only recently formed,
but that did not stop it from participating in many races
held in Greece, Azerbaijan, Iran, Serbia, Spain, and Kuwait
between April and June, said Al-Shammiri.  The ultimate
goal is to make Kuwait a prominent member of the sports
world, said Al-Shammiri, quickly pointing to the fact that
Massi-Kuwait has earned its legitimacy and recognition by the
International Cycling Union (UCI) through its hard work and
proactivity. The current race was won by British rider Simon
Yates, member of Orica-Bike Exchange. Prueba Villafranca-
Ordiziako Klasika, the Spanish cycling road race, was founded
in 1922. Since 2005, the race was held under the umbrella of
the UCI.  —KUNA
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TORONTO: Canada will send 313 athletes to the Rio de Janeiro
Olympics determined to improve on the one gold medal won
at the London Summer Games. Trampolinist Rosie MacLennan,
who won Canada’s only gold four years ago, is back to defend
her Olympic title and will lead the team of 187 women and 126
men into the Rio Games opening ceremonies on Aug. 5 after
earlier being named the country’s flag bearer. The Canadian
team, announced on Monday includes 100 athletes who have
competed in at least one other Summer Games and Georgia
Simmerling, who is attempting to become the first Canadian
athlete to compete in a different sport at each of three
Olympics. Simmerling, who will be competing in track cycling
at Rio, was a member of the Canadian freestyle ski-cross team
at the 2014 Sochi Olympics and the Alpine ski team at the
2010 Vancouver Winter Games. While Canada has featured at
or near the top of the Winter Olympics medal standings, their
efforts at the Summer Games have not been nearly as impres-
sive with just 18 medals in London (one gold, five silver, 12
bronze) to sit well down the table in 36th place. —Reuters
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BARCELONA: Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) president Angel Maria Villar
said he plans to seek re-election to his country’s governing body later this year
if he fails in a bid to become UEFA president.  Villar has been acting head of the
European soccer federation since October 2015, when Michel Platini was sus-
pended from all football-related activities for six years - later reduced to four - for
ethics violations.  Last week the Spaniard announced his intention to stand in
the UEFA elections on Sept. 14 to replace Platini. Slovenian Aleksandar Ceferin
and Dutchman Michael van Praag will also contest the presidency. “I’m standing

for UEFA president because the majority of the European federa-
tions have asked me to,” Villar, who has been president of the
RFEF since 1988, said yesterday following a meeting with refer-
ees. “If I don’t win or I pull out, which I don’t believe will hap-
pen, I will stand for re-election of the RFEF.” RFEF general sec-

retary Jorge Perez is among other candidates for the Spanish
vote, which is expected to take place after the UEFA election.
Villar, also a FIFA vice-president, was fined 25,000 Swiss francs

by FIFA’s Ethics Committee in 2015 for failing to cooperate
with their investigation into the contests to host the
2018 and 2022 World Cups. —Reuters
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RIO DE JANEIRO: There has never been an
Olympic dynasty quite like the US women’s
basketball team, which seeks a sixth consecu-
tive gold medal in Rio to complete two
decades of global domination.  The American
women are on a 41-game win streak, having
made five unbeaten runs in a row to gold
since settling for bronze at the 1992 Barcelona
Games where they dropped a semi-final to
the former Soviet Union team.  Add in 1984
and 1988 gold medals and the US mark is 55-1
with seven of the past eight Olympic titles.

“It’s just a special time in the history of USA
Basketball, because of the level of talent that
we have, with the opportunity to continue to
make history with our legacy of winning gold
medals,” US forward Maya Moore said. “It’s a
lot of pressure, but it’s an exciting challenge.”

And that ’s not even counting the US
women having won six of the past eight
World Championships titles, going 63-2 but
settling for third after semi-final losses in 1994
at Australia and 2006 in Brazil.

The US women already own the longest
gold medal streak for any women’s Olympic
team sport, Canada’s ice hockey and Russia’s
synchronized swimmers having four-gold
streaks.

India’s men’s field hockey team won five
Games gold medals in a row and the US men’s
basketball team won the first seven Olympic
tournaments contested, but both of those
streaks were put on hold by World War II.  US
coach Geno Auriemma could feel the tension
of the Olympic history and legacy in 2012 at

London in his first Games semi-final when
Australia led 47-43 at half-time.

“ The fact we were down at half-time
against Australia shows you just how tenuous
this thing is,” he said. “You have to play great
every night and all it takes is one night where
the other team plays better and you come
home with something less than a gold medal.”

Auriemma is trying to mellow out this year.

VETERAN LEADERS
“The first time around I was so fixated on

‘We have to win a gold medal,’ that I probably
didn’t really experience as much as I could
have throughout the rest of the tournament,”
he said. “Those last two games, semifinal and
final, will take care of themselves if we do
everything else along the way. I’m going to try
to be more conscious of that.”

This year’s US team of Women’s NBA stars
feature three-time gold medalists and cap-
tains Tamika Catchings, Diana Taurasi and Sue
Bird, two-time Olympic winners Seimone
Augustus and Sylvia Fowles, 2012 gold medal-
ists Moore, Tina Charles, Angel McCoughtry
and Lindsay Whalen and debutantes Elena
Delle Donne, Brittney Griner and collegian
Breanna Stewart.

The veteran leaders learned from those
who came before, including record four-time
Olympic champions Lisa Leslie and Teresa
Edwards, whose five total medals are a Games
basketball record. “There’s a history of being
together,” said Auriemma. “Without that conti-
nuity, it would be very, very difficult.”

Bird, Taurasi and retiring Catchings can join
the four-time gold club this year. “That’s pretty
crazy,” Bird said. “When you’re younger, you’re
just kind of going through it. But now that I’m
older I do realize just how fortunate I am to
have had these opportunities.”

BALANCE OF POWER 
As with the US men starting the NBA

“Dream Team” for 1992 after a 1988 Olympic
loss to the Soviet Union, the US women built
their dynasty after not taking gold in 1992 at
Barcelona. 

“Some significant changes were made and
that ‘96 team was the first team that had a
chance to train together like the rest of the
world does,” Auriemma said.

“That ‘96 team readjusted the balance of
power so that starting 20 years ago to today,
there has never been a more dominant team
in the Olympics at any sport moreso than the
USA women’s national team.” Having to wait
for the WNBA to shut down its season for the
Olympics, the US women now have only eight
practices and four warm-up games together
to build teamwork before they begin Olympic
competition on August 6. And they have
already been through two months of play
with club teams.

“We’re going to find a way, like we always
do, of managing whatever it is players are
dealing with,” Auriemma said. “I’m sure that
everybody has got something that’s nagging
but once they get with us and practices begin,
all that has a habit of going away.” — AFP

Durant hopes Rio gold quest eases Golden State move
WASHINGTON: Kevin Durant is ready for
another starring role on the US Olympic team,
hoping Rio heroics will relax him after a tumul-
tuous NBA move from Oklahoma City to
Golden State.  The 27-year-old forward aver-
aged 28.2 points, 8.2 rebounds and 5.0 assists a
game for the Thunder last season, leading
them within one win of the NBA Finals.

But in early July, Durant signed a two-year
deal worth $53 million to join the Golden State
Warriors, the team that ousted Oklahoma City
from the playoffs. Thunder fans who once
adored Durant were burning his jerseys.  Next
season, the 2014 NBA Most Valuable Player will
join 2015 and 2016 MVP Stephen Curry on a
Warriors team coming off a campaign in which
they won a one-season record 73 games and
came within one game of a second consecu-

tive NBA Finals crown before losing to LeBron
James-led Cleveland.  “It’s still a little fresh but
being able to focus on this makes it a little easi-
er to get past it,” Durant said. “I’m just trying to
move on from it and just worry about basket-
ball. I enjoy working. I enjoy getting better and
playing. That’s what I need to focus on.”

Durant, who led the US gold medal effort in
London with 19.5 points a game and was sec-
ond on the 2012 team with 5.8 rebounds a
contest, and Carmelo Anthony are the only
players on the team with Olympic experience.
James, Curry, Chris Paul, Anthony Davis, James
Harden and Durant’s ex-teammate Russell
Westrbook are among 2012 US Olympians not
back for Rio.  With an All-Star team worth of tal-
ent sitting home, US pressure to win a third
gold in a row and sixth in seven tries with NBA

talent is squarely on Durant.
“Anything can happen in basketball.

Nothing is ever for sure,” Durant warned. “We
want to get this gold, but we’re not gold
medalists right now. We don’t have the gold
around our necks. Right now we’ve got a job to
do, prepare the right way every day.”

Something must be working. After four
days together, the US routed Argentina 111-74
in an exhibition game with Durant scoring a
game-high 23 points and adding four
rebounds, three assists, two blocked shots and
a steal.  “We’re veterans, we’ve played the game
at the highest level and we know how to
adapt,” Durant said. “Once you’ve seen some-
one after one day, you know what they bring.
The good part is just getting to know these
guys on a different level. It has been a blast.

“We’ve got one goal and one goal only and
that’s to win. You can’t put too much pressure
on yourself. We love to play this game but
we’re going to have fun in the process.”

DURANT HOPES US CAN UNITE 
Amid concern over police shootings of

unarmed black men and shootings targeting
cops in America and terrorism sparking fear
worldwide, Durant said wearing the USA jersey
means more and hopefully can be a unifying
force.  “We’re going through a tough time right
now, in the country and also around the world,”
Durant said. “We can provide that sense of
togetherness and unity.  “When we break the
huddles, we scream ‘united’ and that’s what we
want our country to feel when they watch us
play. We definitely want to win a gold medal.

That’s the most important thing for us as play-
ers.  “But we look at the big picture of things
and we want people to see how much we love
being around each other even though we
compete at the highest level. We want that
‘united feeling’ when you watch.”

THOMPSON STILL STUNNED 
US guard Klay Thompson, one of Durant’s

new NBA teammates at Golden State, is excited
to have the chance to play alongside him early.
“For a guy who has had so much success in his
career and is so young, he doesn’t walk around
like he’s better than anyone else,” Thompson
said. “That’s what makes him so likeable and
easy to play with. It’s like getting a head start
on our relationship. “It still shocks me that he’s
on our team. It’s unbelievable.” —AFP

Anthony seeks record 
third men’s hoops gold

WASHINGTON: Carmelo Anthony, having
endured years of NBA disappointment and
feeling pushed to speak out on social
issues, chases an Olympic-record third
men’s basketball gold medal with the
Americans in Rio.

The 32-year-old forward is the oldest
man on the US collection of NBA stars, hav-
ing endured a humbling bronze-medal
showing at Athens in 2004 and led a revival
that brought gold in 2008 at Beijing and
2012 at London.  Anthony became the first
man on four US Olympic hoops teams by
saying yes when many other top players,
including LeBron James and Stephen Curry,
declined to play in Rio.

“A lot of people were telling me, ‘Don’t
do it. Don’t do it.’ But I actually enjoy it,”
Anthony said. “It’s also an opportunity to
go get another gold medal and I didn’t
want to miss out on that opportunity.” He’s
a nine-time All-Star and a former league
scoring champion on a struggling NBA
team. Since joining the New York Knicks
from Denver in 2011, the team has won
only one playoff series. The Knicks have not
made the playoffs the past three years.

But with the Olympians, Anthony has
enjoyed his greatest success.  “I feel pretty
good about this team,” he said. “We’ve still
got some things we can get better at, get
used to playing with one another. But I like
this team.

“Sometimes it comes easy to us.
Sometimes it doesn’t. But it’s a matter of
having the opportunity out there.” It’s a
great one for Anthony, who has averaged
24.9 points and 6.6 rebounds a game over
13 NBA campaigns. But he knows how hard
it is to win gold against a field of ever-
improving global rivals.

“I know we’re expected to win the gold.
We want to win the gold. But the process is
not easy,” Anthony said. “I don’t want guys
to think just because we’re the best players
in the world that it ’s going to be easy,
because it’s not.”

‘MELO: TIME HERE TO UNITE    
Anthony has taken just as outspoken a

role on social issues, calling for unity on
ESPN’s awards telecast, marching with pro-
testers in his hometown of Baltimore over
the death of Freddie Gray while in police
custody and speaking out on gun violence,
including the killings of unarmed African-
Americans by police and the shootings of
police officers.

“The system is broken. Point blank peri-
od. It has been this way forever.  Our anger
should be towards the system. If the sys-
tem doesn’t change we will continue to
turn on the TVs and see the same thing,”
Anthony posted on Instagram.

“Shooting 11 cops and killing five will
not work. We need to come together more
than anything at this time. We need each
other.” Anthony’s desire for an end to gun
violence is greater than even his longing
for a third gold medal.

“It’s unfortunate, it’s sad,” Anthony said.
“You can’t really put into words what’s
going on throughout the whole country,
throughout the whole world.  For us as a
country, we have to stand united. We have
to come together.” Having the Olympics
come around at the moment the message
needs delivering was opportune, Anthony
said. “The timing could not have been any
better for us as a country, having a chance
to come together and being united then
go over there on the biggest stage you can
possibly play on and have that voice and
represent something that is bigger than us
as players,” Anthony said.

NBA players are far from immune to
urban violence and its aftermath, Anthony
said. “We are athletes, but we are human
beings at the end of the day, so we’re
affected by all of it,” Anthony said.

“We have families that are in some of
those cities and in those situations.  So,
we’re affected. Just because we’re out here
playing basketball, doesn’t mean we’re not
affected by it.” — AFP

LOS ANGELES: New York Knicks forward Carmelo Anthony speaks with Tamika
Catchings of the WNBA Indiana Fever as they spent the US Olympic basketball team’s
precious day off running a two-hour town hall meeting at a South Los Angeles youth
center Monday. Anthony gathered basketball stars, community leaders and police
officers to speak with teenagers and young adults about the importance of respect,
communication and safety. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Natasha Howard #14 and Aerial Powers #10 of the USA Basketball Women’s Select team defend a shot by Lindsay Whalen #4 of
the USA Basketball Women’s National team in the first half of the game at Galen Center on Monday in Los Angeles, California.  — AFP
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