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It should have been a triumphant night for Hillary
Clinton when her rival Bernie Sanders gave a rous-
ing speech urging his supporters to vote for her in

the Nov 8 US presidential election. Instead it turned
into a sign of potential trouble for her White House
bid. His speech on Monday to the Democratic National
Convention in Philadelphia urging the party to unite
against Republican Donald Trump was met with some
jeers when he endorsed Clinton - a sign he had lost
control of his own movement.

“I’m beyond disappointed,” California delegate
Aleece Depuey, 49, said after Sanders sought to rally
support for his one-time rival. Hundreds of Sanders
supporters marched through the streets on Day One
of the four-day convention, chanting: “We want
Bernie!” Delegates wore “Bernie or Bust” buttons.
Others donned Robin Hood-style hats, a call to redis-
tribute wealth from the rich to the poor. When he
spoke, a scuffle broke out between a Sanders support-
er and a Clinton supporter in the hall.

The backlash raised questions over whether - and
how - Clinton could ever win over Sanders supporters.
With opinion polls showing the Clinton-Trump race
tightening, Clinton needs Sanders’ voters more than
ever. Sanders, a US senator from Vermont, arrived in
Philadelphia with 1,894 of 4,763 delegates after win-
ning 13 million votes in the Democratic nominating
contest. To many of Sanders’ backers, Clinton is a
bridge too far. They see her as the kind of political
insider, backed by reams of corporate money, that
drove them to Sanders and his fight to rein in Wall
Street and remove income inequality. Others simply
do not trust her, opinion polls show.

In a Reuters/Ipsos poll released at the end of June,
some 15 percent of Sanders’ backers said they would
vote for Trump, and 19 percent would support neither
Clinton nor Trump. Sanders won the states of
Colorado, Indiana, Michigan, and New Hampshire in
the run-up to the convention, and nearly won Iowa -
all states that could be closely contested by Trump in
the general election. Clinton likely will need some por-
tion of Sanders’ support to stay competitive in those
states.

‘Hillary for Prison’
Clinton’s campaign had hoped in Philadelphia to

put the bare-knuckle primary fight behind it, but
Sanders’ voters were enraged by Friday’s embarrassing
release of internal party emails by the activist group
WikiLeaks showing party officials clearly favored
Clinton over their candidate. Sanders supporters
seemed to be everywhere, often with a bigger pres-
ence than Clinton supporters, a jarring sight at an
event where she is due to be formally nominated as
the party’s presidential candidate.

At a delegate welcoming event on Sunday night,
shouts of “Bernie!” filled the air as his supporters circu-
lated a petition to force convention organizers to hold
an extended roll-call vote on the floor this week that
would require each delegate to declare his or her sup-
port. Others pledged to contest Clinton’s choice of
Democrat Tim Kaine, a US senator from Virginia, as her
running mate. When at midday Sanders addressed
more than a thousand of his delegates at the city’s
convention center, the crowd erupted in fury when he
asked them to switch their allegiance to Clinton.
“Brothers and sisters,” he said over their jeers, “this is
the real world that we live in. Trump is a bully and a
demagogue.” People started shouting back: “So is
Hillary!”

Sanders did not mention Clinton again. But he
already had lost the attention of some of his most fer-
vent fans. “As soon as he said back Clinton, everyone
stopped listening,” said Cindy Melchert, a protester
who listened to the appeal over a loudspeaker at a
local park. A Michigan native, Melchert said she would
not vote for Clinton in November under any circum-
stances. For her, the movement now was less about
Sanders and more about showing the Democratic
National Committee “they had us and absolutely lost
us.” Another protester, Michael Arnold of Atlanta,
would not have been out of place at a Trump rally,
sporting a T-shirt that read “Hillary for prison”.

Fearing a similar scene on the convention floor
would embarrass Clinton, Sanders’ campaign emailed
delegates before Monday night’s program, urging
them to restrain themselves. — Reuters

Focus

Some determined 

to march on 

without Sanders

By Humeyra Pamuk and Gareth Jones

Just weeks ago, Commander Adem
Huduti was inspecting Turkish troops
on the Syrian border and being praised

in the media for his role in the fight against
Islamic State and Kurdish militants. Now,
the head of Turkey’s second army, responsi-
ble for its borders with Syria and Iraq, is in
prison in Duzce, some 216 km east of
Istanbul, the most senior serving general
arrested for suspected involvement in a
failed military coup.

At least 246 people were killed and
more than 2,000 injured on the night of July
15, when a faction within the army used
fighter jets, helicopters and tanks to try to
seize airports and bridges, attacking build-
ings including parliament and the intelli-
gence headquarters in a bid to seize power.
The plot crumbled quickly. But it exposed
and exacerbated divisions within the sec-
ond largest military in the NATO alliance,
raising questions about its ability to contain
a growing threat from Islamic State in
neighbouring Syria and a renewed insur-
gency by Kurdish militants.

“The Turkish military is now a broken
force and it will take years for it to heal,” said
Aaron Stein, resident fellow at the
Washington-based Atlantic Council, whose
research focuses on Turkey and regional
security. “The plot extends beyond a rogue
faction ... Beyond the loss of Huduti, the
entire security apparatus now has another
threat to focus on, in addition to Islamic
State and the on-going insurgency in the
southeast.”

Huduti is one of around a third of
Turkey’s roughly 360 generals to have been
detained since the abortive coup, more
than 100 of them already charged pending
trial. Authorities have also launched mass
purges of state institutions, from the police
and judiciary to academia and the civil serv-
ice. Huduti has denied being involved in the
plot. In eight pages of testimony published
by the Hurriyet newspaper, he said armed
coup plotters tried to force him to join them

but he refused, ordering his men to stay in
their barracks.

Huduti was “an experienced command-
er in border security and regions of crisis”,
the Haberturk newspaper said last
December.  The pro-government Sabah dai-
ly in March hailed him as “the commander
who has cleansed Cizre and Sur,” two south-
eastern areas that saw the heaviest clashes
with Kurdish militants. Guilty or not, the
coup plot and the detention of thousands
of soldiers have shaken the armed forces in
a country where the military long saw itself
as the ultimate guardian of secular democ-
racy, and where there had not been a vio-
lent military coup for more than 30 years.

“What we have seen in the last few days
is the start of a process which will have an
impact on Turkey and its armed forces for
the next 20-30 years. It is monumental,” said
Gareth Jenkins, an Istanbul-based writer on
Turkey’s military. “We will see a very highly
politicized military now, just as the civil
service has become. Dismissals and deten-
tions have a knock-on effect on the whole
chain of command ... The inevitable loss of
trust has a big impact on operational capa-
bilities.”

Former NATO Supreme Commander
James Stravridis said the fallout from the
coup attempt would have a “chilling effect”
on Turkey’s military readiness. “There will be
a strong negative impact on the ability of
the Turkish military to perform its duties
across the spectrum of alliance activities,” he
wrote in the latest issue of Foreign Policy
magazine. “Unfortunately, it is likely that the
military in the wake of the coup will be
laser-focused on internal controversy, end-
less investigations, and loyalty checks - and
simply surviving as an institution.”

‘Nobody Listened’
In an interview with Reuters on

Thursday, President Tayyip Erdogan
acknowledged there had been intelligence
failures and said the armed forces would
now have to be restructured quickly to
bring in “fresh blood”. The Supreme Military

Council (YAS), the highest body responsible
for appointments in the armed forces, will
meet under Erdogan’s supervision on July
28. There are likely to be significant person-
nel changes.

Akin Ozturk, head of the air force until
2015 and a member of YAS, was one of the
masterminds of the plot, Turkish officials
have said. Erdogan’s aide-de-camp is also
among those to have been detained. At
least a quarter of the generals who have
been formally arrested are from the air
force, a part of the military crucial not only
in the fight against Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) militants in Turkey’s southeast,
but also in the US-led coalition against
Islamic State.  

Erdogan has blamed the coup plot on
US-based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, an
ally-turned-foe whose network of millions
of followers have built influence over
decades in the military, police, judiciary and
parts of the state bureaucracy. Erdogan’s
critics say he and the Islamist-rooted AK
Party he founded allowed Gulen’s followers
to rise to key positions within the state
apparatus to help curb the power of the
military, which had ousted four govern-
ments since 1960 for posing what it saw as
an Islamist threat to the secular order.

Critics say it was mainly Gulenist prose-
cutors who, around the time in 2008 when
Erdogan’s AK Party narrowly escaped being
banned, built two big conspiracy trials tar-
geting the upper echelons of the army.
Hundreds of officers were jailed. It later
became clear, after many charges were dis-
missed, that bogus evidence had been used
in the two cases, known as “Ergenekon” and
“Sledgehammer”. Those jailed were
released, but several former senior officers
said the cases weakened the armed forces
and helped the Gulenists to rise through
the ranks.

“We knew there was a Gulenist struc-
ture within the army, I knew some of them
by name. But now I realize the situation was
more grave than I thought,” said Ahmet
Yavuz, 61, a retired major general who was

jailed in the Sledgehammer trial. “The gov-
ernment and those who ran the armed
forces ignored our warnings. They ruined
the genetic makeup of the army and this
created a space for the Gulenists to move
within the army as they pleased,” he told
Reuters.

Gulen, now 75 and living in the US
state of Pennsylvania since 1999, denies any
involvement in the failed coup. Turkey
wants him extradited but the United States
says it must first provide firm evidence of
criminal wrongdoing. Echoing Yavuz’s com-
ments, Mehmet Ali Celebi, a former army
lieutenant also jailed over the
Sledgehammer case, said many officers
were angry that their warnings about the
Gulenists’ deepening grip in the military
had been ignored. “Nobody listened to us. It
is now clear that those who accused us (in
the Sledgehammer and Ergenekon trials) of
plotting coups were the real plotters,” he
said.

Security Concerns
The shake-up in the security apparatus

is likely to see an increased role for police
special forces, who have already taken on a
more significant presence in and around
Erdogan’s presidential palace in Ankara. The
military presidential guard will be abol-
ished, while the gendarmerie and coast-
guard will fully come under the authority of
the Interior Ministry, Prime Minister Binali
Yildirim said.

Turkey has suffered bomb attacks this
year, including in Ankara and its biggest city
Istanbul, some blamed on Islamic State,
others claimed by Kurdish militants. A triple
suicide bombing and gun attack blamed on
Islamic State killed 45 people and wounded
more than 200 last month at Istanbul’s main
international airport.   “Turkey faces remark-
able security concerns: The conflict with the
PKK, Islamic State and other jihadis and now
the danger of remnants from the coup
itself,” said Howard Eissenstat, a Turkey
expert at St. Lawrence University in New
York. — Reuters

Turkish military a fractured force 

By Jerome Cartillier

When her husband first ran for president in 2008,
Michelle Obama cautiously entered the political
arena, fully supportive of his candidacy yet wary of

the country’s partisan battles. Two terms later, the first lady
known for her wit, style and tact has emerged as a political
force, and on Monday she electrified the
Democratic National Convention
with an impassioned endorse-
ment for Hillary Clinton that
brought the crowd to its feet.
With a determined look and a
big smile, the current first
lady lauded the former first
lady, making the link
between the woman who
would be America’s first
female president and her
hopes for her two teenage
daughters, Sasha and
Malia.

“The hateful lan-
guage they hear from
public figures on TV does
not represent the true
spirit of this country,”
Obama said, in a thinly
veiled swipe at Republican
presidential nominee Donald
Trump, who will battle Clinton
at the polls on Nov 8. “We know
that our words and actions mat-
ter not just to our girls, but to chil-
dren across this country,” said the
52-year-old Obama, a Harvard-edu-

cated lawyer. “This election, and every election, is about who
will have the power to shape our children for the next four
or eight years of their lives,” she said.

“There is only one person who I trust with that responsi-
bility, only one person who I believe is truly qualified to be
president of the United States, and that is our friend, Hillary
Clinton,” she said, before outlining the qualities of her hus-

band’s 2008 primary rival. “Hillary Clinton has never quit
on anything in her life.” Preserving a Legacy 

Armed with popularity ratings
above 60 percent, Michelle

Obama knows how to capti-
vate an audience: at the
2008 convention in Denver,
Colorado, she stepped into
the national spotlight with
remarks that stressed her

husband Barack’s commit-
ment to American values.
That speech resurfaced
last week thanks to
none other than
Trump.  The billion-
aire’s wife Melania
introduced herself as
a political spouse
with words that bor-
rowed from Michelle’s

2008 speech.
At the 2012 convention

in Charlotte, South Carolina,
Michelle said that even after four

years as head of state, her husband
was the same man. “I have seen firsthand
that being president doesn’t change who
you are - it reveals who you are,” she said.

In stumping for Clinton, Michelle has set aside any gripes left
over from the tense 2008 campaign that saw her husband
and this year’s Democratic nominee exchange barbs.
“Because of Hillary Clinton, my daughters - and all our sons
and daughters - now take for granted that a woman can be
president of the United States,” she said Monday night to the
packed arena in Philadelphia.

The Obamas know that a Clinton administration is the best
way to preserve the president’s accom-

plishments, including healthcare
reform, the Iran nuclear deal

and renewed relations
with Cuba, said Peter
Slevin, a Northwestern
University professor
who wrote the first
lady’s biography.
“Michelle Obama under-

stands the political
moment, recognizes
the importance to her
husband’s legacy,”
Slevin said.

No Political
Aspirations 

Her reputation
as a political super-

star has fueled rumors
that Michelle might

have her own presiden-
tial ambitions. But she has

no plans to follow the lead of
Clinton, also a former first lady
who later become secretary of
state. — AFP

Michelle delivers glowing endorsement of Hillary

By James Oliphant and Jonathan Allen


