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He however told the court that he did not partici-
pate in any fighting for the group and that he only
managed the oil facilities. The court set the next
hearing for Sept 20 to hear the testimony of the
security officer who arrested the two.

Meanwhile, head of the National Assembly public
funds protection committee MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji
said yesterday the panel  found contradic t ions

between the ministries of interior and commerce
and the agricultural authority regarding violations
in the allocation of several state-owned farmlands.
He said the committee will contact the concerned
ministers to resolve the contradictions, adding that
the panel found that a citizen had illegally obtained
135 commercial licenses to be able to obtain more
farmland and that officials in the commerce ministry
and the agricultural authority appear to have assist-
ed him.

Mandatory medical tests for visitors...

GENEVA: The UN weather agency yesterday said it
believes a 54-degree Celsius (129.2 Fahrenheit) tempera-
ture recorded in Kuwait has set a record for the eastern
hemisphere. The World Meteorological Organization said
it is setting up a committee to look into whether the tem-
perature recorded Thursday in Mitrabah, Kuwait, was a
new high for the hemisphere and in Asia. WMO’s Omar
Baddour said it’s “likely” to be an eastern hemisphere
record.

Last week, swathes of North Africa and the Middle East
were hit by heat waves that have become more frequent
over the last half-century, and Earth is fresh off the hottest
six months on record. WMO said the world record high of
56.7 Celsius (134 Fahrenheit) was recorded at Furnace
Creek in Death Valley, California, in 1913.

Record temperatures in the first half of 2016 have tak-
en scientists by surprise despite widespread recognition
that extreme weather events are becoming more fre-
quent and intense, the director of the World Climate
Research Program said. The earth is on track for its hottest

year on record with June marking the 14th straight month
of record heat, the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) said last week.

Temperatures recorded mainly in the northern hemi-
sphere in the first six months of the year, coupled with an
early and fast Arctic sea ice melt and “new highs” in heat-
trapping carbon dioxide levels, point to quickening cli-
mate change, it said. “What concerns me most is that we
didn’t anticipate these temperature jumps,” said David
Carlson, director of the WMO’s climate research program,
late on Monday. “We predicted moderate warmth for
2016, but nothing like the temperature rises we’ve seen,”
he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation by telephone
from Geneva.

“Massive temperature hikes, but also extreme events
like floodings, have become the new normal,” Carlson
said. “The ice melt rates recorded in the first half of 2016,
for example - we don’t usually see those until later in the
year.” He said sudden temperature rises could endanger
people, animals and water systems. — Agencies 

54 Celsius in Kuwait 
may be Asian record

The Solar Impulse 2, a solar-powered airplane piloted by Swiss pioneer Bertrand Piccard, lands in Abu Dhabi, with Sheikh Zayed mosque in the background, to complete its world tour flight yesterday in
the United Arab Emirates. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: Solar Impulse 2 made history yesterday as
the first airplane to circle the globe powered only by the
sun, opening up new possibilities for the future of
renewable energy. Cheers and applause broke out as it
touched down before dawn in Abu Dhabi after the final
leg of a marathon trip which began on March 9 last
year. Swiss explorer and project director Bertrand
Piccard was in the cockpit during the more than 48-
hour flight from Cairo, crossing the Red Sea, the vast
Saudi desert and the Gulf.

It capped a remarkable 43,000-km journey across
four continents, two oceans and three seas, accom-
plished in 23 days of flying without using a drop of fuel.
“The future is clean, the future is you, the future is now,
let’s take it further,” Piccard said after landing. “One
thing I would like for you to remember: More than an
achievement in the history of aviation, Solar Impulse
has made an achievement in (the) history of energy.
“We have enough solutions, enough technologies. We
should never accept the world to be polluted only
because people are scared to think in another way.”

Hours earlier, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon lav-
ished praise on the team in a live-streamed conversa-
tion. “My deepest admiration and respect for your
courage,” he said. “This is a historic day, not only for you
but for humanity.” Swiss vice president Doris Leuthard
said Si2’s success “comes at a moment where the world
needs optimism” and “gives hope... there’s reason for
optimism, reason to work for a better life”. Abu Dhabi

Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan
tweeted: “We hope the success of @solarimpulse helps
to deliver Abu Dhabi’s message about the need to
invest in clean energy and encourage innovation.”

Food Research 
Dubbed the “paper plane”, Solar Impulse 2 circum-

navigated the globe in 17 stages, with 58-year-old
Piccard and his compatriot Andre Borschberg taking
turns at the controls of the single-seater. Last year
Borschberg, 63, smashed the record for the longest
uninterrupted solo journey in aviation history between
Nagoya, Japan and Hawaii - nearly 118 hours and 8,924
km. No heavier than a car but with the wingspan of a
Boeing 747, the four-engine, battery-powered aircraft
relies on around 17,000 solar cells in its wings. Its aver-
age speed was 80 km an hour.

The pilots breathed oxygen at high altitude and wore
specially designed suits to cope with extreme condi-
tions - temperatures ranging from minus 20 degrees to
plus 35 degrees C. Nestle Health Science, which provid-
ed their tailor-made meals, said its research could help
develop “convenient, highly-nutritious food” for elderly
people. Piccard has said he launched the project in 2003
to demonstrate that renewable energy “can achieve the
impossible”. His dream took much longer than planned.
The attempt was initially expected to last five months,
including 25 days of actual flying. But Si2 was grounded
in July last year when its batteries suffered problems

halfway through the trip.
The project was also beset by bad weather and ill-

ness, which delayed the final leg. In the air, the pilot was
constantly in contact with mission control in Monaco,
where weathermen, mathematicians and engineers
monitored the route and prepared flight strategies. A
psychiatrist who made the first non-stop balloon flight
around the world in 1999, Piccard had warned the last
leg would be difficult because of  he high temperatures.

But he showed little sign of fatigue after landing. “It
was a project that was very difficult, a lot of people
doubted we could do it, so of course for the team it’s
fantastic but also for all the people who believe in clean
technologies,” Piccard told reporters. “The biggest chal-
lenge is to have an airplane that can fly perpetually,

days and nights without refuelling, because there is no
fuel.” While the pilots do not expect commercial solar-
powered planes soon, they hope the project will help
spur wider progress in clean energy.

On the Solar Impulse blog, Borschberg voices
hope that “electric propulsion wil l  increasingly
become the norm”. “I am very happy to see that large
groups such as Airbus and NASA are starting to work
on electric propulsion. The ball is rolling!” With Si2
demonstrating that sunlight can be a continual
source of energy in perpetual flight, “we will soon see
solar drones flying in the stratosphere”, Borschberg
said. “We can hardly believe that we made it. It’s still a
little bit like in a dream. We have to realise that it’s
the reality,” Piccard said. — AFP 

Solar plane completes epic round-the-world trip


