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PHILADELPHIA: A glass ceiling is
shattering at the Democratic
National Convention as Hillary
Clinton ascends to the presidential
nomination with yesterday’s roll
call of the states, making her the
first woman to lead a major party
into a White House race.

Clinton’s campaign hoped to use
the achievement to bolster the can-
didate’s popularity - mindful that
while many voters are happy to be
nominating a woman, they’re not
wild about this particular woman
candidate. Former President Bill
Clinton and other speakers will
offer prime-time testimonials to her
career highlights and advocacy,
hoping to soften her image and
resistance to her bid.

But as history is being made,
hostility is being heard, too. Bernie
Sanders’ primary challenge has
unleashed vitriol toward the party
establishment that Sanders himself
has been unable to rein in. His sup-
porters, many new to party politics,
spent much of Monday protesting
his treatment by top officials, even
booing Clinton’s name.

The division left what was once
expected to be a tightly orchestrat-
ed convention, run with all the pro-
fessionalism and experience that
were lacking at Republicans’ often-
chaotic coronation of Donald
Trump last week, showing rough
edges in the early going.

Endorsements
Yesterday, Sanders, who has

endorsed Clinton, tried to keep the
conflict from consuming another
day and marring a history-making
moment. This is an “unbelievably
critical moment” for Democrats, he
told Wisconsin delegates in the lat-
est of a string of pleas for unity.

First lady Michelle Obama deliv-
ered the same message Monday
night in a heartfelt endorsement of
the candidate who engaged her
husband in a fierce struggle for the
nomination in 2008. “I trust Hillary
to lead this country,” she said in a
speech that provided a parent’s-eye
view of the White House and its

power. While Mrs. Obama has often
avoided overt politics, she did not
shy away from taking on Trump.
Without naming him, she warned
that the White House couldn’t be in
the hands of someone with “a thin
skin or a tendency to lash out” or
someone who tells voters the coun-
try can be great again. “This right
now, is the greatest country on
earth,” she said.

Liberal favorite Elizabeth
Warren, senator from
Massachusetts, and Sanders him-
self also did their part to bring
along the Sanders’ fan, some of
whom were in tears by the time the

Vermont senator took the stage to
shouts of “We love you, Bernie.”

While asserting “our revolution
continues,” Sanders argued that on
issues of poverty, immigration,
environmental protection and
more, Clinton’s election counts.

Messages did the trick
“As the night went on, we saw a

party grow stronger,” South
Carolina delegate Boyd Brown said
after the first day speeches. Other

planned to keep up the public dis-
plays of displeasure. “Civil disobedi-
ence is the cornerstone of
Democratic values,” said Gabriel
McArthur, a Sanders delegate from
suburban Denver.

Where Monday’s opening night
lineup showcased diversity - with
black, Hispanic, gay and disabled
speakers - yesterday’s program will
undoubtedly play up Clinton’s his-
torical milestone and make an
overt appeal to women voters who
see it as long overdue.

Trump seemed to acknowledge
Clinton’s edge with female voters.
“Fifty percent of our country is

men, where I’m doing very, very
well,” he began in remarks Monday
night in North Carolina. “That’s the
good news. Let me give you the
bad news: The women. I  don’t
know what’s going on with the
women here. But I think, I think I’m
doing well with the women.”

Clinton was firmly on track to
write the next chapter of a story
that left off in 2008, when she con-
ceded the Democratic presidential
race to Barack Obama in a speech

that lamented “we weren’t able to
shatter that highest, hardest glass
ceiling this time,” but added proud-
ly, “it’s got about 18 million cracks
in it,” a tally of her primary votes.

The roll call, when each state
announces its delegate totals from
the primary season, will affirm a
nomination Clinton locked up
weeks ago. 

One question of the day was
whether Sanders would press for a
count by all the states, as his dele-
gates want, or interrupt the process
to ask that her nomination be
approved by acclamation. That’s
what Clinton did on Obama’s behalf
in 2008 to indicate their rivalry was
truly over.

Sanders suggested Tuesday he
wouldn’t rush to make that gesture
early, mindful that cutting off his
restive voters could cause an out-
cry. In a round-table interview with
Bloomberg Politics, he said he still
thinks his delegates should be able
to vote for him during the floor
vote. Once the nomination is
sealed, the Clinton campaign
planned to turn to a Day 2 program
dubbed “Fights of Her Life,” high-
lighting her advocacy for children,
health care and Sept. 11 recovery
efforts, the campaign said.

The speakers also will include
the so-called “mothers of the

movement” the mothers of Eric
Garner and Michael Brown, black

men whose deaths at the hands of
police helped spawn the Black
Lives Matter protests.

The moment will not be without
controversy: Philadelphia’s police
union complained that Clinton was
showcasing killings by police with-
out giving equal time to the fami-
lies of fallen officers. Clinton’s cam-
paign responded that two mem-
bers of law enforcement also are on
the convention schedule.

Woodward repor ted from
Washington. Associated Press writ-
ers Ken Thomas and Matthew Daly
in Philadelphia, Nicholas Riccardi
in Denver and Meg Kinnard in
South Carolina contributed to this
report. —AP
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PHILADELPHIA: Former Democratic presidential candidate, Sen.
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks during the first day of the Democratic
National Convention on Monday. —AP

SANTA CLARITA: Framed by a burned-over hillside, rear, and an American flag in the
foreground, a helicopter drops fire retardant ahead of advancing flames as a wildfire
approaches Placerita Canyon on Monday. —AP

SANTA CLARITA: Most of the roughly
20,000 evacuees forced out by a wildfire
were cleared to go home, but firefighters
still faced huge work yesterday in taming
an expansive wildfire in mountains north of
Los Angeles.

The fire’s size increased modestly
overnight to 581/2 square miles (150.22 sq.
kilometers) but containment more than
doubled to 25 percent.  Authorities, howev-
er, remained cautious. “We’re not really out
of the woods,” said US Forest Service
spokesman Justin Correll. “We’re not ready
to relax. There’s still a lot of firefighting to
do.” A week of triple-digit temperatures
awaited the nearly 3,000 firefighters bat-
tling flames in rugged terrain between Los
Angeles and suburban Santa Clarita, where
many homes are tucked into canyon lands.

Residents of two neighborhoods still
under threat had to remain out of their
homes, the US Forest Service said. Eighteen
residences have been destroyed in the
blaze that started Friday afternoon and
quickly tore through drought-ravaged
brush that hadn’t burned in decades.

Laurent Lacore was among those who
evacuated on Saturday, the last of his fami-
ly of four to leave as the fire bore down on
his house. “The flames were right behind
our backyard,” he said. Lacore was also
among many who were told they could
return on Sunday only to learn on arriving
at the scene that new winds and new
flames meant more days in a hard-to-find
hotel room.

He returned Monday night delighted to
find the house and everything around it
had been saved, and could see a line of red

fire retardant nearby where a helicopter
had stopped the fire’s approach.
“Everything is fine,” he said. “Even all of the
trees are there.” 

Firefighters saved about 2,000 homes in
the fire’s first three days, Los Angeles
County Deputy Fire Chief John Tripp said.
Some 300 miles to the northwest a blaze in
the scenic Big Sur region of the Central
Coast had destroyed 20 homes and threat-
ened 1,650 others as it burned 30 square
miles (77.7 sq. kilometers) by Tuesday
morning, though firefighters made gains
Monday and had it 10 percent contained.

The two blazes sent smoke as far away
as Nevada, where officials issued air pollu-
tion warnings. At the peak of the Southern
California fire about 10 percent of Santa
Clarita’s 200,000 residents had been
ordered out of their homes, before most
were allowed to return Monday night.

The fire exploded over the weekend like
a “crazy storm,” said Kara Franklin, who said
sand driven by heavy winds hit her in the
face as she tried to get a horse and donkey
into a trailer so she could tow the animals
away. From a ridgetop, she saw flames
engulf a neighborhood. “The heat was so
intense,” Franklin said Monday.

A house two doors from hers was
engulfed, providing a buffer that helped
save her house. Three Forest Service fire-
fighters lost their homes at a remote fire
station in the San Gabriel Mountains,
including two who were fighting the fire at
the time. Investigators on Monday were
trying to determine the cause of death of a
man whose body was found in a car in the
fire zone Saturday. —AP
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CHARLOTTE: Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump
sought to turn a scandal involving the Veterans
Administration to his political advantage yesterday, pledging
to war veterans that he would clean up a mess he blamed on
Washington politicians.

“Our debt to you is eternal,” Trump told a gathering of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in Charlotte, North Carolina. “Yet our
politicians have totally failed you.” The 2014 VA scandal
revolved around long wait times for patients and other negli-
gent activities. Trump spoke shortly after the crowd heard
from Bob McDonald, President Barack Obama’s secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

The scandal fits in with Trump’s effort to portray himself as
a political outsider dedicated to fixing the problems left by
Washington special interests. “The VA scandals that have
occurred are widespread and totally inexcusable,” he said.
Trump is on his first campaign swing with his vice presidential
running mate, Indiana Governor Mike Pence, after they were
nominated last week at the Republican National Convention
in Cleveland.

They made two stops in North Carolina, a state that could
be crucial to their chances in the Nov. 8 election. The New York
real estate developer pledged to set up a White House hot line
for a ranking official to keep track of reform efforts in the VA to
ensure they are carried out.

If a problem cannot get solved, he said, “I will pick up the
phone personally and get it completed and get it taken
care of.” —Reuters

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK: The Obama administration
yesterday released a new directive outlining how the US
government intends to respond to significant cyber
attacks. The directive provides for the first time public
guidance on the specific roles different federal agencies,
such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
Department of Homeland Security, should play in coordi-
nating efforts to investigate and response to cyber inci-
dents that hit both government and the private sector.

The policy, years in the making, comes amid mounting
suspicion that hackers working for Russia may be leaking
emails stolen from the Democratic National Committee in
an attempt to affect the US presidential election.

“To put it bluntly, we are in the midst of a revolution of
the cyber threat - one that is growing more persistent,
more diverse, more frequent and more dangerous every
day,” White House counterterrorism adviser Lisa Monaco
said at a cyber security conference in New York.

The new presidential policy directive “will help answer
a question heard too often from corporations and citizens
alike - ‘In the wake of an attack, who do I call for help?’”
Monaco added. Monaco said the cyber world has grown
increasingly dangerous. Russia and China have been
growing more assertive, she said, while Iran and North
Korea are nations capable and willing of carrying out
destructive attacks.

The directive includes a five-point scale detailing how
it grades the severity of an incident. A significant cyber
incident is defined as one that is likely to result in harm
to national security or economic interests, foreign rela-
tions, or the public confidence, health safety or civil lib-
erties of the American people, according to a White
House fact sheet. The magnitude of a response will be
determined by the severity assigned to an attack,
Monaco said. — Reuters
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CHARLOTTE: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at the 117th
National Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States at the
Charlotte Convention Center yesterday. —AFP


