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QALANDIYA, Palestinian Territories:
Israeli authorities early yesterday
destroyed 11 Palestinian homes in an
area on the outskirts of Jerusalem divid-
ed from the city by Israel’s separation
wall, residents and an NGO said.

A convoy of Israeli security vehicles
and bulldozers carried out the overnight
demolitions in Qalandiya,presumably
because authorities allege the owners
did not have building permits.

Israeli authorities did not respond to
requests for information on the demoli-
tions. Two of the homes are considered
part of the occupied West Bank and nine

part of annexed east Jerusalem, Israeli
NGO Ir Amim said. Two of the east
Jerusalem homes were inhabited, it said.

Clashes broke out during the demoli-
tions, leaving several Palestinians
wounded, according to the NGO. Among
the structures destroyed was a two-
storey building, leaving 44 people
homeless, including 11 children, said Ir
Amim.

“The family claims to have received a
building permit in 1983 from the
Jerusalem municipality covering an area
of   4,000 square meters, only half of
which has been developed,” it said.

Mohammed al-Jouri, a resident whose
home was destroyed, said Israeli authori-
ties “warned us Monday afternoon that
they were going to destroy our houses,
some which were still under construc-
tion.”

Piles of rubble and metal rods could
be seen in the area on yesterday where
houses previously stood. Residents
sought to collect mattresses, electronic
equipment and furniture still intact.
Imad Abu Shalbek, whose brother ’s
home was destroyed, said a notice had
been posted by authorities behind the
house that they had not seen until after

the demolition. Shalbek was planning to
take in his nephews for the time being.
“The father invested all his life and his
savings in that house and now he
doesn’t know where he is going to go,”
Shalbek said. 

Israel this year has ramped up demoli-
tions of Palestinian structures it says lack
permits. Permits are however nearly
impossible for Palestinians to obtain in
the part of the West Bank under full
Israeli control, which amounts to some
60 percent of the territory, UN officials
say. Demolitions in east Jerusalem and
the West Bank so far this year have

already surpassed the amount for 2015.
In east Jerusalem alone this year, 78
demolitions have occurred compared to
74 in 2015, Ir Amim said. “These efforts to
break the contiguity of Palestinian east
Jerusalem with the West Bank pose a
severe threat to the two state solution,” it
added.

Beyond the Qalandiya demolitions,
others were also carried out in east
Jerusalem yesterday. They included a
home under construction and an auto
repair business in the Issawiya area as
well as a residential building in Ras al-
Amud, the NGO said. —AFP

Israel destroys 11 Palestinian homes on outskirts of Jerusalem   

BEIRUT: Syrian government forces yesterday
captured new ground on the northwestern edge
of the city of Aleppo, tightening the siege on
rebel-held parts of the metropolis where some
300,000 people live, activists said.

The Syrian army also called on the opposition
fighters to drop their weapons and give them-
selves up to authorities. The push in which
troops captured large parts of the city ’s
Layramoun area came as state TV reported that
the General Army Command informed residents
of rebel-held parts of Aleppo via telephone text
messages that the army has created several safe
passages and makeshift centers for whoever
wants to leave those areas.

Basic necessities 
The army said it will keep providing Aleppo

residents with basic necessities, but called all
those living in rebel-held parts of the city to kick

out “mercenaries and foreign fighters.” Syrian
government forces and their allies have been on
the offensive around the Aleppo, Syria’s largest
city and once its commercial center, for weeks.
Since earlier this month, they have tightened
their siege and residents in rebel-held parts have
been reporting food shortages.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and the Local Coordination
Committees reported intense fighting and
airstrikes before the capture of Layramoun areas.

Lebanese Hezbollah group’s Al-Manar TV
aired footage of government forces pushing in
what appeared to be an industrial area near
Aleppo. The station confirmed that President
Bashar Assad’s forces capture of areas in
Layramoun and near Castello road, the main link
between rebel-held parts of Aleppo with the rest
of the country.

Earlier yesterday, Russian Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov said that recent US-Russia discus-
sions should encourage moderate Syrian oppo-
sition groups to leave areas occupied by al-
Qaida’s branch in Syria, thus helping to imple-
ment a truce. Lavrov spoke to Russian news
agencies after talks in Laos with US Secretary of
State John Kerry, who visited Moscow earlier this
month. Moscow and Washington have differed
over the role of the Nusra Front, al-Qaida’s
branch in Syria, with Russian calling the group
terrorists and the US  asking Russia not to target
them for fear of hitting the moderate opposi-
tion. The US has offered Russia a military part-
nership in Syria that includes intelligence and
targeting sharing and even joint bombing oper-
ations. The proposal would address the Nusra
Front, which has presented one of the most per-
sistent obstacles in enforcing a cease-fire in Syria.
The group is engaged in a variety of local
alliances with other rebel groups the US and its
Arab allies want shielded by the cessation of hos-
tilities. The al-Qaida affiliate’s fighters are often
embedded with such groups on the battlefield or
move between various militant formations. The
dispute over the Nusra Front has undermined the
Russia- and US brokered truce with fighting con-
tinuing to rage in many areas in Syria.

Closed-door discussions
Meanwhile, in Geneva, the UN was expected

to hold talks involving high-level Russian and US
diplomats aimed at reviving the stalled Syria
peace talks. Yesterday’s closed-door discussions
come as UN Syria envoy Staffan de Mistura
works to resume talks between Assad’s govern-
ment and opposition groups that were suspend-
ed in April. De Mistura has been hoping to con-
vene talks in August.

The US mission in Geneva said in a statement
that Michael Ratney, the US special envoy for
Syria, and Russian deputy foreign minister
Gennady Gatilov, would try to set the founda-
tions to “maximize chances of a productive out-
come” in a future round of talks.

Vasilyeva reported from Moscow. Associated
Press writer Albert Aji contributed to this report
from Damascus, Syria. —AP

Syrian troops tighten Aleppo 
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ALEPPO: Smoke billows from buildings during an operation by Syrian government forces to
retake control of the rebel-held district of Leramun yesterday. —AFP

RAMTHA, JORDAN: In this Saturday, July 16, 2016 photo, Syrian refugee Fawaz al-
Jasem pulls weeds on a tomato farm. —AP

RAMTHA, Jordan: Syrian refugee Fawaz al-
Jasem used to drop his tools and run when
he saw police approaching the farm in
northern Jordan where he has been pick-
ing vegetables for the past three years.

Now he works without fear of arrest. He
is among some 23,000 Syrians given work
permits this year as part of Jordan’s prom-
ise to the international community to put
50,000 refugees to work legally in 2016 in
return for low-interest loans and easier
access to European markets.

“Before we got work permits it was like
we were in prison,” said the 34 year-old al-
Jasem, pulling weeds in a tomato field, a
baseball cap shielding his face. “Now we
are free to come and work as we wish.”

Jordan’s deal with donor countries,
reached earlier this year, is aimed in part at
deterring Syrians from moving on to
Europe, as hundreds of thousands have
done, and keeping them in the region with
a promise of jobs and education for their
children.

Jordan has made “significant progress”
in meeting the target for employing
Syrians, the European Union ambassador to
the kingdom, Andrea Matteo Fontana, said
last week. But the new deal is bad news for
foreign workers in Jordan who fear they
will be squeezed out of an increasingly
crowded labor market. There are an esti-
mated 1 million foreigners working in
Jordan, mostly as janitors, maids, construc-
tion workers and farm pickers.

Halting foreign workers
As a first step, Jordan halted the influx of

foreign workers and “started formalizing
the Syrian labor that works in the informal
sector,” according to Planning Minister
Imad Fakhoury. “We will  absorb the
refugees and consider them as a surplus
labor pool,” said Fakhoury. 

The deal on labor rights for refugees,
known as the Jordan Compact, is an
attempt to find longer-term solutions for
the millions of Syrians who have been dis-
placed since the civil war began in 2011.
Close to 5 million have fled their homeland,
settling mostly in neighboring Jordan,
Turkey and Lebanon. Jordan hosts more
than 650,000 refugees, with about 80 per-
cent living in communities, rather than
refugee camps, and imposing a heavy bur-
den on resources, including health care,
schools and housing. On Wednesday,
Europe announced it has eased trade rules
with Jordan to spur investment in the king-
dom and create jobs for Syrian refugees.
The new rules will allow a wider range of
Jordanian products to be sold in Europe
without tariffs. Eligible manufacturers must
employ a certain percentage of Syrians.

Jordan would also receive international-
ly backed loans at comfortable terms, in
part to finance labor intensive projects. In
exchange, Jordan dropped its opposition
to labor rights for refugees, despite domes-
tic unemployment of more than 14 percent
and a continued economic slowdown.

Before the policy change, tens of thou-
sands of Syrian refugees worked without
permits that were too expensive or difficult
to obtain. Cheap Syrian labor pushed down
wages in certain sectors, such as construc-
tion and agriculture.

Under the new rules, Jordanian employ-
ers can obtain work permits for Syrian
laborers free of charge during a six-month
grace period that ends in September.

Requirements
Refugees need a health certificate and

an ID card issued by Jordan’s Interior
Ministry to be eligible for a permit. Nearly
200,000 refugees don’t have such an ID
card because of lack of passports or other
supporting documents, according to the
UN refugee agency.

For others, like farm worker al-Jasem,
the new permit is a life changer. Al-Jasem, a
farmer in the Syrian city of Hama, fled to
Jordan with his wife and two children in
2013, first to the Zaatari refugee camp,
Jordan’s largest for Syrians. He quickly left
the camp, settling on the sprawling veg-
etable farm where he also found work.

The family sleeps in a plastic tent on the
farm on the outskirts of the town of
Ramtha, close to the border with Syria. Al-
Jasem and his wife, who also received a
permit, supplement their $1.40 an hour
salaries with free farm food.

The farm employs close to 1,300 labor-
ers - more than 700 from Pakistan, 300 from
Syria and 270 from Egypt. One of the
Egyptians, Ahmed Abd El Hay, said he was
upset when he heard about the freeze on
new arrivals, though Jordanian officials said
veteran foreign workers are not at risk of
being forced to leave the country.

The International Labor Organization
welcomed the freeze on newcomers.
Migrant workers should be protected, but
“maybe we should not have more Egyptians
enter Jordan because we have refugees who
can do the work,” said Maha Kataa of the ILO
in Jordan. Syrian refugees who are not eligi-
ble for the new program continue to live in
fear. Emad Abdullah, a Syrian refugee who
works on another farm, said that after two
years in Jordan, he still hasn’t been able to
get a government ID, the prerequisite for a
work permit. Abdullah said he feared being
sent to a camp or back to Syria. “We only
work on this two kilometer plot of land, we
would not dare leave it,” he said. —AP

Jordan deal with donors means 
legal work for Syria refugees

RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories:
Palestinian leaders are seeking Arab
League support for a complaint they intend
to file against Britain for its 1917 Balfour
Declaration backing a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. “Almost a century has passed
since 1917,” Palestinian foreign minister
Riyad al-Malki said in an address to an Arab
League meeting in Mauritania, seen by AFP
yesterday.

“On the basis of this promise made by a
party which did not possess (the land) to a
party undeserving of it, hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews from Europe and elsewhere
came to settle in Palestine at the expense
of our people, whose ancestors have lived
for millennia on the soil of our land,” he said
in Monday’s speech delivered on behalf of
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas.

Malki did not say to which body a com-
plaint would be made. Israeli foreign min-
istry chief Dore Gold called the proposal “a
desperate effort to delegitimize Israel”, on
his Twitter account.

In 2012, the Palestinians won the status
of an observer state in the United Nations.
In 2015 they joined the International
Criminal Court and formally asked it to
investigate Israel for alleged war crimes
during the 2014 Gaza war.   

The declaration issued on November 2,
1917 by British foreign secretary Arthur
Balfour said the British government “view
with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people”.
It was a major step towards the eventual
establishment of the state of Israel in
1948. —AFP

SYDNEY: The Australian govern-
ment ordered an inquiry yesterday
after graphic evidence emerged of
prison guards assaulting teenage
boys, with one shown hooded and
shackled in scenes likened to
Guantanamo Bay.

National broadcaster ABC on
Monday night showed footage of
offenders, many indigenous, being
stripped naked, tear-gassed and
held in solitary confinement for
weeks at a youth detention centre in
the Northern Territory in 2014 and
2015. 

In one video from last year, a 17-
year-old is hooded, shackled to a
restraint chair and left alone for two
hours. Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull said he was “shocked and
appalled” at the images from the
ABC’s Four Corners current affairs
program. “Like all Australians, I’ve
been deeply shocked-shocked and
appalled by the images of mistreat-
ment of children at the Don Dale
Centre,” he said.

Turnbull said a royal commission
would be established along with the
Northern Territory government to
investigate the centre. “This needs a
thorough inquiry, we need to move
quickly on that, get to the bottom of

it and expose what occurred and
expose the culture that allowed it to
occur and allowed it to remain unre-
vealed for so long.” Barrister John
Lawrence told the ABC a child being
hooded and cuffed was reminiscent
of Guantanamo Bay, the notorious
US military prison in Cuba that holds
terror suspects. “We’re talking about
kids that are being shackled with
handcuffs on their ankles, their
wrists, their waist areas. They’re
being shackled to chairs,” said
Lawrence, an eminent lawyer and
former president of the Northern
Territory Bar Association.

“One of them has had the experi-
ence of sitting in one for just under
two hours with a spit hood over his
head, a la Guantanamo Bay,” he said.

‘Barbaric and inhumane’   
The Northern Territory has one of

the highest crime rates in Australia,
with indigenous offenders making
up more than two-thirds of the
prison population. According to
Amnesty International, Aboriginal
children are 26 times more likely to
be jailed than their non-indigenous
counterparts as they struggle to
deal with poor education, high
unemployment rates, and substance

abuse. Northern Territory Chief
Minister Adam Giles said he was “dis-
gusted” by the revelations, but
added he had “full confidence in the
majority of custodial officers” work-
ing in such institutions.

Giles sacked John Elferink as
Corrections Minister and took over
the portfolio himself, while order-
ing police to investigate whether
any laws had been broken by the

prison guards. He said the royal
commission should not just probe
the corrections system but also
child protection in the Northern
Territory. “This is not a blame game,
this is recognizing that there are
children who are being neglected,
unloved, getting into trouble, caus-
ing trouble in the streets and find-
ing their way into our detention
facilities.” —AFP

Australia probes youth detention 
abuse likened to Guantanamo
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Britain over 1917 vow to Jews

DARWIN, NORTHERN TERRITORY, AUSTRALIA: This image released
yesterday by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s (ABC) Four
Corners program shows a teenage boy hooded and strapped into a
chair at a youth detention center. —AFP

GENEVA: The UN’s Syria envoy voiced hope
yesterday that peace talks could restart next
month, as US Secretary of State John Kerry said
there had been “progress” in efforts to salvage
an urgently-needed ceasefire. 

UN envoy Staffan de Mistura has struggled
to keep the peace process alive amid a surge in
fighting between Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and rebel groups.  The fighting persisted
yesterday, with government forces seizing a
rebel-held neighbourhood on the northwest
outskirts of Aleppo, tightening their siege of
the opposition-controlled parts of the city.

The government also carried out renewed
barrel bomb attacks on opposition-held dis-
tricts, a day after bombardments that killed at
least 24 people, a monitor said. As the blood-
shed continued, de Mistura met with US Syria
envoy Michael Ratney and deputy Russian for-
eign minister Gennady Gatilov, part of a bid to

salvage diplomatic efforts to end more than
five years of brutal conflict. 

“Our aim is to proceed with a third round of
intra-Syrian talks towards the end of August,”
de Mistura told reporters after the meeting.
While de Mistura has said he would prefer to
negotiate with a real ceasefire in place, he con-
ceded that may not be realistic. “The talks are
not going to wait for improvement in Aleppo
or in Damascus,” he said.

The Geneva meeting came hours after high-
er-level negotiations on the sidelines of an Asia
summit in Laos. In Vientiane, Kerry said
Washington was “making progress” with Russia
on Syria cooperation following a meeting with
Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov. Russia and
the United States support opposing sides in
Syria’s civil war, which has left 280,000 people
dead and forced half the population to flee
their homes.

Kerry held marathon talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Lavrov in Moscow
last week. They agreed “concrete steps” to
revive the ceasefire and tackle jihadist groups
in Syria, although details have not been made
public.

Kerry said Tuesday bilateral work was inch-
ing forward and that an updated diplomatic
plan for Syria could be unveiled “somewhere in
early August.” “What we’re trying to do is
strengthen the cessation of hostilities, provide
a framework which allows us to actually get to
the table and have a real negotiation,” he said. 

The UN-brokered talks have so far been
deadlocked over Assad’s fate. The govern-
ment has ruled out negotiations on Assad’s
possible departure, while the main opposi-
tion High Negotiations Committee has said it
will not agree to any deal that leaves Assad in
power. — AFP

UN eyes late Augustfor new Syria talks


