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SAGAMIHARA, KANAGAWA PREFECTURE, JAPAN: This video frame grab taken from footage supplied by Japanese
broadcaster TBS yesterday shows rescue personnel outside the Tsukui Yamayuri En care centre where a knife-
wielding man went on a rampage. — AFP

TOKYO: One day before he tried to hand a letter to a top
Japanese lawmaker offering to kill hundreds of disabled
people, the suspect in Japan’s worst mass killing in
decades tweeted: “I don’t know if it’s right, but action is the
only way.” Less than six months later, Satoshi Uematsu, 26,
was arrested on suspicion of stabbing 19 people to death
and wounding dozens of others as they slept at a center
for the disabled where he had worked for more than three
years until February.

Police have yet to comment on the motive for yester-
day’s killing spree, which has shocked a nation with one of
the lowest crime rates in the world and where mass mur-
ders are rare. Information about Uematsu is still emerging,
but interviews with neighbours and posts on his Twitter
account paint a picture of an outwardly polite young man
who became obsessed with the people being cared for at
the Tsukui Yamayuri-En facility for the mentally and physi-
cally disabled in Sagamihara town, about 25 miles (40 km)
southwest of Tokyo.

Akihiro Hasegawa, who lived next door for eight years,
said he’d noticed nothing strange about Uematsu, a col-
lege graduate. “He always smiled when he greeted me. He
was very mannerly and polite. A really nice young man,”
Hasegawa, 73, told Reuters. “It would be easier to under-
stand if there’d been a warning but there were no signs,”
said Hasegawa, adding he thought Uematsu’s experiences
on the job might have affected his mind. “We didn’t know
the darkness of his heart.”

A Twitter account carrying Uematsu’s name and which
domestic media said was used by the suspect indicated he
was a fun-loving young man who enjoyed karaoke and
beach parties and wanted to quit smoking. “I’m super hap-
py,” he tweeted on June 29 with photos at what appeared
to be a friend’s wedding party. He was also a fan of a con-
spiracy theory card game, and posted that he saw hidden
messages such as a prediction of Japan’s March 2011
nuclear disaster in the cards.

Sudden change
Uematsu had come to authorities’ attention in February,

when he said he could “obliterate” 470 disabled people. “I

am fully aware this is a statement that defies common
sense,” he said in letters addressed to the speaker of parlia-
ment’s lower house, a copy of which was obtained by
Kyodo news agency.

“However, I could not stand idle as I thought about the
exhausted look on the faces of their caretakers, the crazed
look in the eyes of the staff working at the facilities, and, in
the best interest of Japan and the world, I have been
moved to take this action today.”

He added: “My goal is a world in which the severely dis-
abled can be euthanized, with their guardians’ consent, if
they are unable to live at home and be active in society.”

Yuji Kuroiwa, the governor of Kanagawa prefecture
where the facility is located, said he had been told that
Uematsu had suddenly changed before he was encour-
aged to voluntarily resign in February. 

“Nothing much happened during the five months” after
he left his job, Kuroiwa added. “You could say there were
warning signs, but it’s difficult to say if this could have
been prevented.”

Uematsu promised in the letters to execute the killings
swiftly, without hurting staff and said he hoped to be
found “not guilty by reason of insanity”. Uematsu also told
local police that he would kill many severely disabled peo-
ple if the government approved the action and on Feb. 19,
he was involuntarily committed to a mental hospital for
fear he would harm others, a Sagamihara city official said.
Tests showed he had used marijuana and suffered from
paranoia, NHK public TV reported.

“Voluntary resignation from my company. I just might
get arrested,” he tweeted that same day. Twelve days later,
on March 2, doctors judged his condition had improved
enough to discharge him. After the July 22 killing of nine
people in Munich, Germany, Uematsu tweeted a photo of
two Japanese men holding what appear to be toy guns,
with the message “No gun, Yes toy” and “Shooting in
Germany at the same time - it’s fun if it’s toys”.

Around the time of the stabbings yesterday, the Twitter
account showed a close-up photo of a young man wearing
a red-tie, white collar shirt and jacket. The message: “I hope
for world peace. Beautiful Japan!!!!!!” — Reuters
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SAINTE-ETIENNE-DU-ROUVRAY, France: Two attackers took
hostages inside a French church during morning Mass yester-
day near the city of Rouen, killing an 86-year-old priest by slit-
ting his throat before being shot and killed by police, French
officials said. The Islamic State group claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Another person inside the church in Normandy was seri-
ously injured and is hovering between life and death, Interior
Ministry spokesman Pierre-Henry Brandet said. Police man-
aged to rescue the only three other people inside the church
in the small northwestern town of Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray,
he told reporters. A regional Muslim leader said one of the
two attackers - who were killed outside the church - was
known to police. It was the first known attack inside a French
church in recent times. A church was targeted last year, but
the attack never was carried out.

A statement published by the Islamic State-affiliated Amaq
news agency said the attack was carried out by “two soldiers
of the Islamic State” who acted in response to calls to target
nations in the US-led coalition fighting IS in Iraq and Syria.

The RAID special intervention force was searching for pos-
sible explosives in or around the church. “The investigations
are ongoing. There are still unknowns,” Brandet said. “There
are dogs, explosive detectors and bomb disposal services and
as long as there are still unknowns, the judicial police cannot
get inside the site. It’s a dramatic situation.”

Cry out to God
Dominique Lebrun, the archbishop of Rouen, confirmed

the death of 86-year-old Rev. Jacques Hamel. “I cry out to God,
with all men of good will. And I invite all non-believers to
unite with this cry,” Lebrun wrote in a statement from Krakow,
Poland, where Pope Francis was expected. “The Catholic
Church has no other arms besides prayer and fraternity
between men.” French President Francois Hollande, arriving
on the scene, called it a “vile terrorist attack” and said it’s one
more sign that France is at war with the Islamic State, which
has claimed a string of attacks on France. “We must lead this
war with all our means,” he said, adding that he was calling a
meeting on Wednesday of representatives of all religions.

He expressed solidarity with local Catholics, saying “they
have been terribly hit by the killing of the parish priest by two
terrorists claiming to belong to Daesh. I have met with the

family of the priest.” A police official said one of the attackers
was turned back after trying to go to Syria. The official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity to reveal details of the
investigation, said the man wore an electronic bracelet to
monitor his movements. Mohammed Karabila, head of the
Regional Council of the Muslim Faith for Haute-Normandie,
said French security services knew the name of one of the
attackers. “The person who committed this odious act is
known and he has been followed by the police for at least 1
1/2 years. He went to Turkey and security services were alert-
ed after this,” he told The Associated Press by phone. He
refused to divulge man’s name and had no information on the
second attacker. The pope condemned the attack in the
strongest terms. Vatican spokesman, the Rev. Federico
Lombardi, said in a statement the attack hits particularly hard
“because this horrific violence took place in a church, a sacred
place in which the love of God is announced, and the barbaric
murder of a priest.” France is on high alert and under a state of
emergency after an attack in the southern city of Nice on
Bastille Day - July 14 - that killed 84 people that was claimed
by the Islamic State group, as well as a series of attacks last
year that killed 147 others around Paris.

Islamic State extremists have urged followers to attack
French churches and the group is believed to have planned at
least one church attack earlier. The attack once again demon-
strates the challenge of combating the threat. French authori-
ties increased security at churches, synagogues, mosques and
other places of worship after attacks in Paris last year, but
ensuring constant, blanket security is difficult in a country
with a church in every town and village.

In April 2015, an Algerian student who was arrested after
shooting himself in the leg was found with heavy weapons,
bulletproof vests and documents linked to Islamic State. He is
charged with killing a young woman inside her car the same
day. According to French authorities, the suspect, Sid Ahmed
Ghlam, was sent by the Belgian Abdelhamid Abaaoud to
attack a church in Villejuif, just outside of Paris.

A cell directed by Abaaoud later carried out the Nov. 13
attacks in Paris that left 130 people dead and the March 22
attacks in Brussels that killed 32 people. This version corrects
the name of the town to Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray. Angela
Charlton, Lori Hinnant, Thomas Adamson in Paris contributed
to this report. — AP
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