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By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Two Filipinos based in Kuwait could
possibly face human trafficking accusations
for allegedly facilitating illegal recruitment of
mostly nurses from the Philippines. The two
promised to deliver visit visas and jobs to
their clients after they take the ministry exams
in Kuwait, but months passed and no visit
visas arrived. Several of these nurses went to
the Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration (POEA) in Manila to lodge
complaints against the Kuwait-based
recruiter. The local recruitment agency, repre-
sented by two Filipino recruiters, also enticed
and promised several Pinoy nurses working at
private hospitals and clinics here Ministry of
Health jobs in exchange of KD 2,500-KD 3,000,
while nurses from Manila were asked to pay a
placement fee of up to KD 5,500. 

The two recruiters, Mia Gerardo
Buenavidez and Gerry Brioso, were sum-
moned by the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait,
but only Brioso showed up. Philippine Labor
Attache to Kuwait Cesar Chavez said the
recruitment schemes are illegal and not per-
mitted by POEA, besides the fact that there
are no jobs available for Filipino nurses in the
Ministry of Health. 

Brioso argued there’s nothing wrong about
the scheme because they have been conduct-
ing job recruitment activities as per Kuwait’s
law. “But you are dealing with Filipinos and I
am in charge of protecting our kababayans
(countrymen). This system must stop immedi-
ately and I order my staff to withhold all your
transactions with regards to the activities of
your company with our countrymen,”
responded Chavez.

In separate interview with Buenavides, she
rejected claims that she was recruiting nurses
for the ministry job.  “I am not recruiting any
nurses to work with the MoH,” she said. “We
only perform operations as a recruitment
agency for laborers going to another agency.

Nothing else. We have other deployment. As
for the rest, I don’t know about them.”

KD 5,500 fee
The scheme enticed Filipino applicants to

use their facilities in exchange of a KD 5,500
placement fee or a down payment of at least
KD 750. Many applied because the Ministry of
Health (MoH) salary is traditionally higher
than private companies. The recruitment

company promised to facilitate Ministry of
Health exams when they entered Kuwait.
Those who pass the exams may apply and can
work at the MoH, the recruiters promised. 

According to Chavez, these processes are
illegal and the mere promise of a job or get-
ting a job after passing the exams are not
being tolerated by the Philippine labor office.
“The two recruiters are candidates for human
trafficking and illegal recruitment because we
do not allow our workers to be recruited from
Manila without employment contracts,”
Chavez explained. 

“I already advised them to stop recruiting
because complaints are now pouring in at the
POEA. Although they are not officially filed at
the POEA, this activity is illegal, so I urged
them to stop,” he said. “I already suspended
their documentation operations here until
issues and concerns are addressed according-
ly,” he told reporters. 

Not permitted
The embassy told Kuwait Times that once

the complaints reach the POEA, the embassy
will have to file administrative or criminal
charges against the agency. He said recruit-
ment through visit visas is not permitted any-
way. “There must be a reason or hope for a job
at least. Kuwait is not a tourism hub but a
business destination, so this local recruitment
company is facilitating their applications and
giving hope to applicants, They will arrive
through hotel visas and take the exams. Again
in the eyes of the Philippine government, this
scheme is illegal - there is  expectation of
employment, so the labor department is
against it. We have already called the atten-
tion of POEA over this scheme,” he said. 

He called upon Filipino nurses not to be
swayed by the illegal recruiter. “There are no
job orders from the ministry of health, so do
not believe there is a job waiting for you here
when you apply for a visit visa. The salary of
the Ministry of Health is very attractive, but if
you are working somewhere else and if they
promised something, do not be persuaded,
do not resign, respect your contracts with
other companies and do not enter into this
transaction. From the start they operate in
bad faith, so do not deal with illegal recruiters.
Find a company affiliated with the POEA,”
Chavez said.  Brioso and Buenavidez are now
being investigated by the POEA’s anti-illegal
recruitment division in Manila. The Philippine
Labor Office in Kuwait has also imposed docu-
mentary suspension against the two Pinoy
recruiters.
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Damage is seen on the camera.

The suspect’s vehicle is impounded.

KUWAIT: This handout photo released
by the Interior Ministry yesterday shows
a woman was arrested for prostitution.

Motorist arrested for

damaging traffic camera

Prostitute on tourist visa caught
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Traffic detectives arrested a
Kuwaiti man named Ghanim Furaih
Rashid, who damaged a traffic camera on
Sixth Ring Road. The ministry’s relations
and security information department
said the suspect appeared in a video clip
on social media, showing him damaging
the camera.

Prostitution
Meanwhile, the department said in

another statement that a woman was
arrested for prostitution. Tips were
received that the Polish woman came
to the country on a tourist visa and
used social media to make deals with
her customers through an international
telephone number. The woman was
arrested in a hotel and confessed to

having sex for money. She also had cer-
tain objects she used during her acts,
and had transferred KD 3,000 to her
country. She was sent to concerned
authorities.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah meets with chief of Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) Yousef Al-Ansari.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
yesterday discussed with chief of Kuwait
Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) Yousef Al-
Ansari means of cooperation in the media
field. Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud stressed
the importance of highlighting the efforts
of firefighters in protecting the people and
their properties from fire hazards. He
added that the Ministry of information will
work together with KFSD in delivering cau-
tionary messages to the public since media
outlets are reachable and play a major
awareness role.

Separately, Sheikh Salman lauded the
substantial role played by Kuwait Labor
Union in addressing workers’ issues.
Minister Sheikh Salman hailed the union
for helping the workers cope with their
hardships. He was speaking during a meet-

ing with the federation chairman, Salem Al-
Ajmi, and members of the union.

Government and grass-root institutions
are complementary, as they serve the
homeland, he said, expressing readiness to
boost cooperation with the union and oth-
er national establishments. He also met
Faisal Al-Sawwagh, head of the Electronic
Media Union, where Sheikh Salman
affirmed that this media-communication
sector has become very much influential,
particularly among the youth; thus “the
need has arisen to regulate it.”

The minister also expressed readiness to
take into consideration any views with
respect of implementing the recently-
issued e-media law, affirming the “official
and private media are partners in broad-
casting the responsible information mes-
sage in a manner that serves the homeland
promotion.” —KUNA
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Kuwait to witness meteor shower 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s sky will be illuminated by a
strong Delta  Aquarids  meteor  shower on
Thursday, with about 15 to 20 meteors falling per
hour, announced the Administration of Space
Science and Astronomy of the Kuwait Science
Club (KSC). The Delta Aquarids occurs yearly dur-
ing mid-July until mid-August, Director of the
department Bader Al-Omirah said. Delta Aquarids
will reach its peak Thursday where it can be clear-
ly seen from midnight until just before sunrise
Friday. Once the meteor shower stops, it leaves
behind a glowing trail of methane gas for a mere
one or two seconds. Omirah added that Delta
Aquarids was given its name because the mete-
ors fall from the constellation Aquarius. This phe-
nomenon occurs as a result of a sungrazing
Comet 96P Machholz breaking up and the earth
passing through it. — KUNA

UN representative praises Kuwait

N E W  YO R K :  Egypt ’s  UN representat ive
expressed gratitude to Kuwait’s support of Iraq,
especially with its decision of postponing the
remaining amount of compensation until 2018.
This was at an open meeting held at the Security
Council where the 15-members decided unani-
mously  to  ex tend the  mandate  of  the  UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) until July 31,
2017. Emphasizing the importance of the stabili-
ty and security of Iraq for the people of lraq, the
region, and the international community, the
Japanese-led Council adopted resolution 2299
deciding further that the Special Representative
of the Secretar y General  and UNAMI,  at the
request of the Government of lraq, shall contin-
ue to pursue their mandate as stipulated in reso-
lution 2233. — KUNA
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Hasawi to sell
Nottingham Forest

LONDON: Owner Fawaz Al-Hasawi has told the BBC he
hopes the takeover of Nottingham Forest will happen
in the next month. The BBC also reported that Greek
shipping magnate Evangelos Marinakis, who also owns
Olympiakos, could be the potential buyer. Hasawi says
he is awaiting Football League clearance for the deal.
Forest have said they will not go into detail about
potential investors. It is understood that Kuwaiti busi-
nessman Hasawi, who purchased the club in 2012, will
remain as chairman and still own 20 percent.

Arabsat expands services

DOHA: The Arab Satel l i te Communications
Organization (Arabsat) is executing a strategy aimed
at expanding scope of its transmission and acquiring
companies that operate in the space communication
realm. Hamid Habib Al-Gattan, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Communication, who doubles as Arabsat
Deputy Board Chairman, said the expansion scheme
(2020) covers upgrading “Badr-6” satellite at the 44.5
degree east location, for coverage in West Asia, East
and Central Africa. The upgrading process will cost $
350 million. Meanwhile, Buthaina Ibrahim Al-Sbayee,
the Kuwait i  Ministr y of  Communication
Undersecretary, said the Arabsat administration is
pondering prospected acquisition of a number of
satellites and companies in the field. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait is committed to the UN
Convention against Torture through the
development of policies preventing all
forms of maltreatment of human beings, a
Kuwaiti diplomat said yesterday. Briefing a
meeting for the members of the conven-
tion, Kuwait’s permanent delegate to the
international organizations and UN head-
quarters in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghunaim said that Kuwait’s policies regard-
ing efforts against torture were in line with
international laws and norms.

Kuwait is keen on fulfilling its obligation
against the spread of torture and inhu-
mane acts, said the Kuwaiti diplomat,
affirming that this attitude stemmed from
his country’s utmost support for human
rights. Amongst the Gulf state’s efforts to
combat torture were the establishment of
the National Diwan for Human Rights and
the Public Anti-Corruption Authority
(PACA) in 2015 and 2016 respectively, con-
sidered as crucial steps towards developing
human rights in Kuwait, noted Ghunaim.

On the regional and international levels,
Ambassador Ghunaim said that the forma-
tion of a human rights bureau under the
supervision of the Foreign Ministry was
another indication of Kuwait’s strong com-
mitment to anti-torture measures.

Laws within the Kuwaiti constitution
pertaining to the protection of children,
laborers, women, immigrants and other
sectors of society all focused on upholding
human rights values, said the Kuwaiti
diplomat, adding that his country was
revising and developing laws and legisla-
tions to further protect all individuals with-
in the society.

Ambassador Ghunaim affirmed that
Kuwait will work with regional and interna-
tional partners to prevent all acts of torture
and other violations of human rights,
stressing that the current briefing was in
line with the State of Kuwait’s commitment
to such causes. The UN Convention against
Torture was adopted by the UN General
Assembly on December 10, 1984. —KUNA
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Dive team lifts three tons

of waste from Garooh Island

KUWAIT: Kuwait Dive Team  (EVF), lifted
three tons of waste and neglected materi-
als in the coral reefs of the southern Island
of Garooh. The team, which is affiliated
with the Environmental Voluntary
Foundation, used air bags to lift the waste
without damaging the coral reefs, team
leader team Waleed Al-Fadhil said yester-
day. He added that the diving team usually
combs all coral reef areas in Kuwait, within
the framework of the coral reefs protection
initiative.

Meanwhile, Interior Ministry’s Assistant

Undersecretary for Sea Borders Security
Affairs Major General Zuhair Al-Nasrallah
said that the lifting operation took place in
coordination between border coast guards
security and the diving team, stressing that
protecting Kuwait ’s environment is a
“national duty and corporate responsibili-
ty.”  He added that the role of border coast
guard security is not limited to the protec-
tion of territorial water, but includes the
security and safety of the marine environ-
ment, urging the citizens and residents to
protect the islands. —KUNA
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