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FI
LS Mandatory medical tests 

for visitors soon: Obaidi 
Court frees mother of suspected Islamic State militant

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Health Minister Ali Al-Obaidi said yesterday
that the ministry plans to mandate visitors to the coun-
try to undergo medical examinations to prove they are
free of some diseases. He said that the decision to
enforce the tests is waiting for the approval of the
Cabinet. The minister said that over 144,000 expatriates
underwent medical tests after arriving in the country
last year and that 308 of them were found to be carry-
ing diseases. Expatriates must undergo medical tests for
AIDS, hepatitis and malaria to be able to get residence
permits in Kuwait.

Separately, the criminal court yesterday freed with-
out bail the mother of Abu Turab, a suspected fighter
with the Islamic State group, after she pleaded not
guilty of being a member of the “terror” group. But
judge Mohammad Al-Duaij slapped a travel ban on
Hessa, who told the court yesterday that she went to
Turkey and then to Syria to bring her son back to the
country.

The interior ministry announced earlier this month
the busting of three cells allegedly linked to Islamic
State, one of them a cell comprising the mother and
son. The ministry said they had managed to bring the
mother and the son back to Kuwait in an unspecified
operation. But the duo told the court last week and yes-
terday that they managed to escape from Islamic State
in eastern Syria and return to Turkey, where they
informed authorities in Kuwait.

Abu Turab reportedly cut short his university studies
in Britain to join the Islamic State after his younger
brother was killed while fighting for the group in Iraq. 

Continued on Page 13

ABU DHABI: Swiss pioneer Bertrand Piccard (top right) and Andre Borschberg (top left) pose for a picture
with the team after the Solar Impulse 2, a solar-powered airplane, landed, completing its world tour flight
yesterday in the United Arab Emirates. — AFP (See Page 13)

Solar plane completes epic trip

SAINT-ETIENNE-DU-ROUVRAY, France: The Islamic
State group said yesterday that two of its “soldiers”
stormed a French church and slit a priest’s throat,
the latest attack in a country shaken to its core by
repeated terror strikes. The hostage drama in the

Normandy town of Saint-
Etienne-du-Rouvray comes
less than two weeks after the
truck massacre in the French
Riviera city of Nice, which
killed 84 people and was also
claimed by IS.

Two attackers entered the
centuries-old stone St-
Etienne church, situated on a
calm square in the working-
class town of about 30,000
people, during morning
mass. Sister Danielle, a nun
who was in the church at the

time, said elderly priest Jaques Hamel was wearing
his white cloaks and was at the foot of the altar
when “they forced him to get on his knees and not
move”. “He tried to struggle, he tried,” she told local
radio RMC. “He knew what was happening.” She said
the men were speaking Arabic and shouting and
had “recorded” the attack. — AFP (See Page 7)
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