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American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Baltimore 57 40 .588 -       
Boston 55 41 .573 1.5   
Toronto 55 44 .556 3       
NY Yankees 50 48 .510 7.5   
Tampa Bay 38 60 .388 19.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 56 41 .577 -       
Detroit 51 48 .515 6       
Kansas City 48 49 .495 8       
Chicago White Sox 48 50 .490 8.5   
Minnesota 37 61 .378 19.5  

Western Division
Texas 57 42 .576 -       
Houston 54 44 .551 2.5   
Seattle 50 48 .510 6.5   
Oakland 45 54 .455 12      
LA Angels 43 55 .439 13.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 58 41 .586 -       
Miami 53 45 .541 4.5   
NY Mets 52 45 .536 5       
Philadelphia 45 55 .450 13.5  
Atlanta 33 66 .333 25      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 59 38 .608 -       
St. Louis 52 46 .531 7.5   
Pittsburgh 51 47 .520 8.5   
Milwaukee 41 55 .427 17.5  
Cincinnati 38 60 .388 21.5  

Western Division
San Francisco 58 40 .592 -       
LA Dodgers 56 44 .560 3       
Colorado 47 51 .480 11      
San Diego 43 56 .434 15.5  
Arizona 41 57 .418 17      

MLB results/standings
NY Yankees 5, San Francisco 2; Toronto 2, Seattle 0; Arizona 9,
Cincinnati 8; NY Mets 3, Miami 0; Baltimore 5, Cleveland 3; Boston 8,
Minnesota 7; Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4; San Diego 10,
Washington 6; Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 5; Chicago White Sox 4,
Detroit 3; Houston 13, LA Angels 3; Chicago White Sox 5, Detroit 4;
Texas 2, Kansas City 1.

PARIS:  Saudi Prince Faisal Al Shalan is
an equestrian rider at Rio, the latest in a
long list of kings and queens, barons
and counts to throw their titles into the
court of the Olympics.

The Games’ deep regal roots began
with Nero, the Roman Emperor and if
history is to be believed the most suc-
cessful Olympian of all time.

At the AD67 Games in Olympia the
autocratic ruler is said to have walked
away with close to 2000 medals, some
attained with questionable tactics that
puts modern day sporting corruption in
the shade.

Nero did not care an olive wreath for
the Olympic ethos of taking part - win-
ning was his driving force, at any cost. In
chariot races, he was said to have resort-
ed to bribing rivals. In races where his

rivals were allowed four horses, he had
ten. If Constantin von Liechtenstein had
adopted Nero’s questionable fiscal poli-
cy he would have needed to sell off a
castle or two to bribe his way to the top
of the medal podium.

At the 1948 Winter Games he trailed
in 99th in the alpine skiing downhill.

Perhaps he was burdened by the
weight of his full title - Prince Constantin
Franz Nikolaus Karl Heinrich Dagobert
Anton von Padua Ildefons Maria von
Liechtenstein. Unlike Nero, he was the
perfect embodiment of modern
Olympic father Pierre de Coubertin’s tak-
ing part ethos.

ALL IN A NAME    
As was Prinz Maximilian Emanuel

Maria Alexander Victor Bruno de la

SantÌsima Trinidad y Todos los Santos zu
Hohenlohe-Langenburg.

Max came in a sedate 54th in the
1956 downhill. Unlike skiing, sailing has
proved fertile territory for European roy-
al households. Swiss Count Hermann
Alexandre de Pourtales grabbed gold
and silver at the 1900 Games, and has
the distinction of being the first ever
royal to win an Olympic title.

Onboard his boat he was ably assist-
ed by his wife, Countess Helene. Crown
Prince Constantine II, who became King
of Greece in 1964, took Dragon class
gold at the Rome Games in 1960. For
good measure he possessed a black belt
in karate.

In 1972, three years before he acced-
ed to the Spanish throne, Juan Carlos I
was unable to match the Greek noble’s

feat, finishing 12th in the same event.
His daughter, Infanta Cristina,

Duchess of Palma de Mallorca, contin-
ued the family tradition in Seoul in 1988.
Her husband, handball star Inaki
Urdangarin, the Duke of Palma de
Mallorca, competed in the 2000 Games -
his third Olympics - captaining his coun-
try ’s team. The couple are currently
awaiting judgement on a tax evasion tri-
al, with prosecutors calling for a 19-year
prison sentence for Urdangarin.

They are among 17 suspects who
went on trial in January as part of a case
that involves business dealings by the
Noos Institute, a not-for-profit organisa-
tion based in Palma which Urdangarin
founded and chaired from 2004 to 2006.

Britain’s royal family are no strangers
to the Olympic arena. Princess Anne,

Queen Elizabeth II’s daughter, competed
for the UK equestrian team in 1976. Zara
Phillips, IOC member Princess Anne’s
daughter, with a team silver, made a
starring appearance at London 2012  - as
did her gallant grandmother.

Queen Elizabeth II, or at least a stand-
in, arrived at the opening ceremony at
Wembley by jumping out of a helicopter
with James Bond.

Prince Faisal will use a more conven-
tional mode of transport to enter the
ring in Rio - his trusted steed Talan.

At Greenwich Park in London four
years ago Zara spoke for athletes both
titled and non-titled through the ages
when she said: “The Olympics is the
greatest show on Earth and it is incredi-
ble to be here and to be competing for
my country.” — AFP

Royals at the Court of the Rio Olympics

BALTIMORE: Baltimore Orioles’ Jonathan Schoop scores on a single by Manny Machado as Cleveland Indians catcher Roberto fields the throw in the fourth inning of a base-
ball game, Sunday, in Baltimore. — AP

BALTIMORE: Baltimore’s Nolan Reimold roped
a pinch-hit, two-run homer off Cleveland’s
Cody Allen in the ninth inning and the Orioles
completed a three-game sweep with a 5-3 vic-
tory over the Indians on Sunday. After losing
three straight games to the New York Yankees
that knocked them out of first place, the
Orioles rebounded this series and once again
sit atop the American League East. Despite the
losses, the Indians are still in first in the AL
Central. Jonathan Schoop gave Baltimore a 3-2
lead in the fifth with his 17th homer of the sea-
son. The Indians tied the game in the eighth on
an RBI single by Mike Napoli off Brad Brach. The
Orioles rallied in the ninth when Pedro Alvarez
struck out but took first base when catcher
Roberto Perez dropped the ball and then hit
Alvarez in the back with an errant throw to
first. Alvarez moved to second on a bunt by
Ryan Flaherty, and two batters later, Reimold
hit a 2-0 pitch off Allen (2-4) for his homer.

Yankees 5, Giants 2
Nathan Eovaldi pitched effectively into the

seventh innings, Carlos Beltran and Mark
Teixeira hit early home runs and New York con-
cluded a 10-game homestand with a victory
over San Francisco. Eovaldi (9-6) threw a sea-
son-high 118 pitches and allowed two runs and
six hits in 6 2/3 innings, highlighting the outing
by getting through a bases-loaded jam in the
fourth unscathed. Beltran and Teixeira hit two-
out home runs in the opening two innings off
Jeff Samardzija (9-6) before the Yankees added
three runs in the fifth. Jacoby Ellsbury had a
double-play grounder which scored a run,
Starlin Castro added an RBI single and Didi
Gregorius contributed a run-scoring double.

Red Sox 8, Twins 7
Hanley Ramirez and Travis Shaw slugged

three-run home runs to help keep Rick Porcello
perfect at Fenway Park as Boston beat
Minnesota. It was Ramirez’s 13th homer of the
season and fifth in five games. He had a trio of
two-runs blasts Tuesday against San Francisco
and hit a three-run shot Saturday. The Red Sox
have homered in 15 consecutive contests dat-
ing back to July 4, second only to their 22-
game homer streak from April 29 to May 22.

Mets 3, Marlins 0
Steven Matz pitched six scoreless innings

and Jose Reyes drilled a go-ahead RBI triple to
lead New York over Miami. Reyes’ second triple
since being activated on July 5 drove in the
game’s first run. The Mets added two in the
eighth on RBI singles from Yoenis Cespedes
and James Loney. Matz (8-6), who had been 0-
5 with a 4.79 ERA in his previous nine outings,
turned things around by striking out six and
allowing just four hits and two walks. He got

eight ground ball outs and four fly-ball outs.

Blue Jays 2, Mariners 0
J.A. Happ allowed one hit over six innings

and Edwin Encarnacion hit a home run as
Toronto defeated Seattle. The win was the 13th
of the season for Happ, a career high for one
season. Happ (13-3) walked four and hit a batter
besides yielding the one hit. The left-hander
struck out six before being replaced by left-han-
der Brett Cecil to open the seventh. The Blue
Jays averted a three-game sweep at the hands
of the Mariners by winning the finale.

Diamondbacks 9, Reds 8
Arizona homered four times, including two

by Yasmany Tomas, and held on to beat
Cincinnati. Paul Goldschmidt and Wellington
Castillo also homered for the Diamondbacks,
who avoided being swept in a three-game
series at Great American Ball Park for the first
time since 2007. Arizona’s bullpen shut out the
Reds until the ninth, when Tyler Clippard walked
the first two batters before Jay Bruce launched a
three-run homer, his 21st of the season, to cut
the Reds’ deficit to one run. 

Padres 10, Nationals 6
Yangervis Solarte had a go-ahead RBI single

with two outs in the top of the ninth off closer
Jonathan Papelbon as the Padres took two of
three games in the series. Later in the ninth,
Alexei Ramirez had his second hit, a three-run
double to left off Papelbon, who had entered
the game in the ninth with the score tied. Wilson
Ramos was 3-for-4 with three RBIs and Daniel
Murphy was 3-for-4 with two RBIs for the
Nationals. Ryan Buchter (2-0), drafted by the
Nationals in 2006, got the win by pitching a
scoreless eighth inning while Brandon Maurer
pitched the ninth for the Padres. Alex Dickerson
and Ryan Schimpf hit home runs for the Padres
in the eighth to tie the score at 6. Schimpf has
nine homers this month-the most by any San
Diego rookie in a calendar month.

Astros 13, Angels 3
Jose Altuve bashed two home runs and the

Astros completed a three-game series sweep. The
Astros improved to a season-best 10 games over
.500 by recording their third consecutive series
sweep of the Angels, who entered the series rid-
ing a six-game winning streak. Houston stretched
its winning streak over Los Angeles to 11 games
by clubbing a season-high five homers, with
Altuve blasting his in consecutive at-bats. Altuve
finished 3-for-5 with a career-high six RBIs. The
first homer came off Angels right-hander Tim
Lincecum, who recorded only four outs while
slipping to 2-4. Luis Valbuena, Preston Tucker and
Evan Gattis also homered for Houston.

Rangers 2, Royals 1
A.J. Griffin and four Texas relievers held

Kansas City Royals to seven hits in the Rangers’
win. Griffin left after five innings and four hits,
allowing a run on a Kendrys Morales home run.
Rangers relievers Alex Claudio, Keone Kela, Jake
Diekman and Sam Dyson held the Royals to one
hit the final four innings. Claudio (2-1) claimed
the victory. Mitch Moreland’s RBI single in the
sixth scored Texas’s first run. Delino DeShields
led off the Rangers seventh with a go-ahead
homer run off Luke Hochevar (2-3). Rougned
Odor went 3-for-3 and walked for the Rangers.
The loss dropped the Royals to below .500 for
the first time since May 15. They have lost seven
of their past 10.

Cubs 6, Brewers 5
Tommy La Stella and Anthony Rizzo hit RBI

doubles in the seventh as the Cubs rallied for a
victory. Cubs starter Jon Lester struggled on a
sweltering and humid day, allowing four runs on
four hits and five walks while striking out seven
in four-plus innings of work. Milwaukee stole
four bases against Lester, with three coming in
the first inning. The Brewers held a 4-0 lead after
four innings, but left the bases loaded in two
innings and stranded 12 on the day. Rizzo
slapped a three-run double during the Cubs’
five-run seventh inning to take a 6-4 lead. Joe
Nathan (1-0) returned to the majors for the first
time since April 6, 2015 and earned the victory
with a scoreless sixth.

Pirates 5, Phillies 4
Pinch-hitter Adam Frazier hit a tiebreaking

home run in the seventh inning to lift the Pirates
past the Philadelphia Phillies 5-4 at PNC Park.
The solo shot to right, off of reliever Edubray
Ramos, was Frazier’s first major-league homer.
The Pirates won three of their past four games
and five of their past seven. They won four
home series in a row. The Phillies lost eight of
their past nine games at PNC Park. The Phillies’
Vince Valasquez, who had been 3-0 with a 1.88
ERA in four starts since coming off the DL in late
June, allowed four runs on seven hits, with four
walks and five strikeouts. Neftali Feliz (4-0)
pitched a scoreless seventh for the win. Mark
Melancon pitched the ninth for his 30th save.

White Sox 5-4, Tigers 4-3
Melky Cabrera drilled a walk-off RBI single in

the bottom of the ninth to lift Chicago to a 5-4
victory and its second win of the day against
Detroit. Chicago finishing Saturday’s suspended
game with a 4-3 win earlier Sunday. Adam Eaton
hit a walk-off single in the ninth inning to cap
the first game, which was suspended by rain
one night earlier with the score even at 3-3. The
teams reconvened 30 minutes later to play the
series finale. Detroit (51-48) dropped the final
two games of the series after winning the first
two. Andrew Romine, Nick Castellanos, Tyler
Collins and Jared Saltalamacchia each hit solo
home runs in the series finale as the Tigers

erased a four-run deficit to even the score at 4-4
in the ninth inning. White Sox right-hander
David Robertson (2-2) earned the victory
despite allowing three home runs in the ninth
inning.  Robertson had allowed three home runs
all season before Sunday’s meltdown.

Athletics 3, Rays 2
Billy Butler hit a tiebreaking solo home run in

the bottom of the eighth inning, and Oakland
held on for the win. The A’s won their third con-
secutive series since the All-Star break, beating
the Rays three straight times after dropping the
series opener. Oakland went 7-3 on it homes-
tand and will begin a nine-game road trip yes-
terday at Texas. With one out in the eighth,
Butler sent reliever Erasmo Ramirez’s 0-1 pitch
over the right-center-field fence for his third
home run of the season and first since June 7 at
Milwaukee. Butler went 2-for-4 with two RBIs. A’s
right-hander Ryan Madson pitched a perfect
ninth inning, striking out two, for his 21st save.

Rockies 7, Braves 2
Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story continued

their home-run duel Colorado completed a
four-game sweep of its series with the Braves.
Arenado hit a three-run homer, his 25th of the
season, in the first when the Rockies jumped on
Braves starter Tyrell Jenkins for four runs. Story

belted his 27th homer in the fourth, a two-run
shot that made it 7-0. It was Story’s fourth
homer in three games and fifth in his past sev-
en. During that span, Story has driven in 12 runs,
giving him 69 RBIs for the season. DJ LeMahieu,
who had three hits, led off the fourth with his
career-high-tying sixth home run,  catching his
2015 total. Rockies starter Tyler Chatwood had a
bizarre outing. He allowed one hit-a first-inning
single-in five scoreless innings with a career-
high eight walks and six strikeouts.  Chatwood
(9-6) threw just 51 strikes among his 97 pitches
but won for the first time in five starts since June
11.

Dodgers 9, Cardinals 6
Pounding St. Louis right-hander Mike Mayers

for nine runs on eight hits in 1 1/3 innings, Los
Angeles established a 9-1 lead and then held on
for a 9-6 win at sultry Busch Stadium. Mayers,
whose contract was purchased earlier Sunday
from Triple-A Memphis, was starting because St.
Louis (52-46) needed a spot starter after a
Tuesday night rainout forced a makeup double-
header on Wednesday. It went about as badly as
possible. Mayers allowed six runs in the first and
three more in the second, becoming only the
second MLB pitcher to allow nine earned runs
and not last through two innings since ERA
became an official stat in 1913. —Reuters

Reimold’s HR helps Orioles beat Indians for three-game sweep

BUDAPEST: Triple world champion Lewis
Hamilton still sees himself as hunter rather
than hunted in the Formula One title race
despite victory in Hungary putting him in
the overall lead for the first time this season.
The Briton seized the lead from Mercedes
team mate and title rival Nico Rosberg after
an unprecedented fifth victory at the
Hungaroring on Sunday that opened up a
six-point lead over the German.

With half the 21-race season now com-
pleted and Germany’s Hockenheim circuit
next up on Sunday, Hamilton, who has often
spoken of how he thrives in adversity, still
sees himself in hot pursuit.

“I’m just still in the same mentality of
chasing, I’m still chasing,” he told reporters.
“(It’s) been great to be able to come back
with fewer engines, with the struggle that
we had at the beginning of the year, so I’m
very, very proud of that but conscious that
there’s still a long way to go.”

Hamilton trailed Rosberg by a massive 43
points after May’s Spanish Grand Prix follow-
ing a spate of reliability problems in the ear-
ly part of the season.

The 31-year-old, who singled out that
Barcelona race and the collision between
the Mercedes pair as the low point of his
season, has hit back with a run of five wins
from the last six races including victory in
the last three.  His early season troubles
have left him short of power unit compo-
nents, however, and Hamilton knows he
may have to take a grid penalty or start from
the back of the grid at some point later in
the year. In order to limit the damage to his
title hopes, Hamilton is aiming for maximum
points with races like Silverstone two weeks
ago, where he claimed a sensational win on
home soil after dominating all weekend.

“I really would love to come out of the
next race with another result like this so that
when I do go to Spa or Monza, whichever
one it is that I have to take my penalty...that
it’s minimum damage,” he said.

“So I need to make sure I stay on it, like
Silverstone weekends, from now on.”
Hockenheim is the last race before the
August break, with the Belgian Grand Prix at
Spa and then Italy’s Monza following on
after that. —Reuters

Hamilton still feels 
more hunter than hunted


