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there so far, hopes are pinned on the Yemeni parties
to conclude one that upholds national interests and
spares Yemenis’ blood, he said. The present war in this
dear part of the Arab world will only increase destruc-
tion, killing and homelessness in Yemen, as well as pose
threat to the country’s national unity, the Amir said.

Referring to Iraq, Libya, Somalia and Sudan, HH the
Amir said that the situation in the four countries
remains a source of deep worry and threat to security
and stability. Brothers’ suffering in these countries and
the challenges they face are tremendous, and “prompt
us to stand by them and support whatever they do to
put end to their suffering,” he said. HH the Amir added
that Kuwait intends to host an international conference
on Somalia “to contribute together to providing educa-
tion that helps realize the aspired stability and develop-
ment” for Somalis.

On the Mideast peace process, the Amir said that
Israel’s intransigence and arrogance remain to constitute
an obstacle to realizing the aspired comprehensive and
permanent peace that goes in line with resolutions of
the international community and the Arab initiative. The
Amir lauded France for hosting an international confer-
ence with an initiative to relaunch peace efforts in the
region, wishing it success. According to the Amir, Kuwait
is planning to host an international conference on the
suffering of the Palestinian children. The proposed event
will shed light on Israel’s violations of international con-
ventions and norms on children’s rights, he said.

The Amir referred to relations with Iran, saying that
any constructive dialogue needs favorable conditions.
He said that the Islamic republic needs to respect the
rules and norms of international law on good neighbor-
liness, and also sovereignty of other countries, refrain-
ing from interfering in their internal affairs.

Meanwhile, HH the Amir said terrorism, “which we
are all facing, remains a threat to our security and a
motive for exerting utmost efforts to face its evils and
hazards”. “We realize that the conformation will be fierce
and requires the international community to join efforts
to deter plans and criminal acts of terrorist organiza-
tions,” he said. It is a comprehensive confrontation with
various dimensions, educational and cultural and reli-
gious and it is “a responsibility of our countries, with
their official and popular bodies, as part of the interna-
tional community,” the Amir concluded.

The Amir started his statement thanking Mauritania’s
President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz and  the people
for hosting the 27th Arab Summit, as well as the hospi-

tality and warm welcome they have manifested. He also
thanked Egyptian President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi for the
efforts to enhance the joint Arab action during Egypt’s
presidency of the 26th Summit. He congratulated new
Arab League Secretary General Ahmad Abul-Gheit for
taking over the post. He also thanked the League’s sec-
retariat for their hard efforts to prepare for the
Nouakchott summit. The Amir also commended the
great and distinguished efforts by the Arab League’s for-
mer chief Nabil Al-Araby in support of Arab joint action.  

The summit was cut back to a single day yesterday
due to the absence of the heavyweight leaders of Egypt
and Saudi Arabia. Sisi stayed at home because of “a busy
domestic schedule”, while Saudi King Salman’s no-show
was due to “health reasons”, an Arab League source told
AFP. Opening the talks, Egypt’s premier Sherif Ismail
called in the name of Sisi for “an Arab strategy of strug-
gle against terrorism”. “We must recast the religious lan-
guage that terrorist elements exploit to their own ends
to sow terror, death and destruction,” he said. Terrorists
were deflecting Islam’s message of peace, he added.

Ould Abdel Aziz, who is hosting the summit, also
slammed the “blind violence of terrorists” as well as for-
eign interventions that feed instability in the Arab world.
The president praised Kuwait for hosting the conciliation
consultations among the Yemeni parties, whose nation
is threatened with partition. “We highly admire the State
of Kuwait sponsorship of the consultations among the
Yemeni parties and His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s keenness on bringing together the
Yemeni parties for reaching a comprehensive settlement
to stop the destructive war,” he stated.  

The summit, originally scheduled for two full days, is
to focus primarily on security and on plans for a joint
force across a region fraught with tension, notably in
Libya, Iraq, Yemen, Syria and the Palestinian territories.
Arab nations endorsed the idea of an anti-terror force at
their last summit in March 2015 in Egypt but have since
failed to agree on setting it up. Continuing splits over
the question led Morocco last February to give up plans
to host this year’s Arab League summit. 

And pre-summit ministerial talks showed there were
also sharp divisions over attitudes towards tension
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, as well as over Turkey’s
incursions into Iraqi Kurdistan. Iraq refuses to condemn Iran
while Saudi Arabia refuses to take a stand against Turkey. It
is the first Arab League summit hosted by Mauritania since
it joined the organization in 1973. The Mauritanian presi-
dent also called for fresh efforts to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, saying that regional instability would
continue until the issue was settled. — Agencies 
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Josephine Valarmathi of the non-profit National
Domestic Workers’ Movement, based in Chennai, said
the number of workers being trafficked to the Gulf from
India was rising. But no action was being taken against
the agents “sending them with false promises and no
proper documentation,” she said. “It’s time the govern-
ment investigated how workers are sent through these
agencies without proper documentation,” she told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

According to the video appeal, the workers are con-
fined to a camp at Ghayathi in Abu Dhabi and include
migrants from Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Bangladesh. “I last
spoke to my husband a month back,” said P Chitra, the

wife of one of the men who made the appeal. “He said
he hadn’t been paid for nine months and was finding it
difficult to buy food. Since then I haven’t heard from
him.” The UAE embassy in New Delhi did not respond to
a request for comment.

The migrants say they have not been paid wages
since Nov 2015. “Our employment contract, visas,
labor card and the resident identity card has expired,
but the sponsor has not renewed them, forcing
employees to work without wages,” said the video and
written appeal produced by the migrants.  Each
migrant paid up to 200,000 rupees ($3,000) to an
agent to get a job overseas. The complaint lists the
names of the agents and demands action against
them, besides compensation. —  Reuters 

Stranded in UAE, duped workers appeal...
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Three of the four brutal incidents were in Bavaria, the
southern state which has been a gateway for tens of
thousands of refugees under Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s liberal asylum policy. Merkel’s deputy spokes-
woman Ulrike Demmer expressed the government’s
“shock” after the rash of attacks but also warned against
branding all migrants a security threat. “Most of the ter-
rorists who carried out attacks in recent months in
Europe were not refugees,” she told reporters. “The ter-
rorism threat (among refugees) is not larger or smaller
than in the population at large.”

Police said the Syrian man intended to target the
open-air festival attended by 2,500 people but was
turned away as he did not have a ticket, and detonated
the device outside a nearby cafe. “If he had made it
inside, there would certainly have been more victims,” a
police spokesman said. The attacker, who came to
Germany two years ago but had his asylum claim reject-
ed after a year, had tried to kill himself twice in the past
and had spent time in a psychiatric clinic.

He was facing imminent deportation to Bulgaria,
where he was first registered within the European
Union as an asylum seeker and which had granted his
claim, a German interior ministry spokesman said. The
assailant, who lived in Ansbach, was already known to
police, having been linked to a drug-related offence.
However a social worker who knew him, Reinhold
Eschenbacher, described him as “friendly, inconspicu-
ous and nice” when he came to his office pick up his
welfare benefits, DPA news agency reported. 

Stephan Mayer, a deputy from Merkel’s conservative
bloc, said it was “completely wrong” to blame the gov-
ernment’s refugee policy for the spate of assaults. But
Mayer told the BBC that the 1.1 million migrants and
refugees Germany let in last year represented a “big
challenge” for law enforcement, even as the influx has
dwindled in recent months. “We were not able to regis-
ter and control all the migrants that crossed the German
border,” Mayer admitted.

The president of a German police union, Rainer
Wendt, said the government needed to do more to
determine whether individual migrants and refugees
“represent a danger”. “We are seeing at this time how
fragile psychological states, terrorism and crime are
mixing,” he warned. Europe has been on edge for
months after a string of deadly attacks claimed by IS,
including bombings in Brussels and Paris and the car-
nage at Bastille Day celebrations in the southern French
city of Nice. 

Meanwhile police released more details on Munich
mall attacker David Ali Sonboly, saying the 18-year-old
was depressed and had spent two months in a psychi-
atric unit last year. The teen, who had both German and
Iranian nationality, was obsessed with mass killings -
including Norwegian rightwing fanatic Anders Behring
Breivik’s 2011 massacre - and spent a year preparing for
the shooting spree. At least 35 people were also wound-
ed during Sonboly ’s attack, which began at a
McDonald’s restaurant and ended with him turning his
9mm Glock pistol on himself. Investigators have ruled
out any link with IS jihadists, although he appeared to
have planned the assault with chilling precision. — AFP

Islamic State claims new German attack
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Sanders, a US senator from Vermont, tried to calm them
down. “Brothers and sisters, this is the real world that we
live in,” he said, adding, “Trump is a bully and a demagogue.”
Members of the crowd started screaming back: “So is
Hillary.” “She stole the election!” someone else shouted. The
leak on Friday of more than 19,000 Democratic National
Committee emails by the WikiLeaks website put the spot-
light back on Sanders’ failed bid to win the Democratic
nomination, and in particular on his complaints during the
campaign that the party establishment was working to
undermine him.

A democratic socialist, Sanders ran an unexpectedly
tough race against former Secretary of State Clinton, galva-
nizing young and liberal voters with his calls to rein in Wall
Street and eradicate income inequality. Yesterday, Sanders
brought the loudest cheers when he noted that Wasserman
Schultz, a US senator from Florida, had resigned as the
Democratic National Committee chairman over the email
controversy. “Her resignation opens up the possibility of
new leadership at the top of the Democratic Party,” Sanders
said, adding that the leadership should be made up of “peo-
ple who want real change.”

Wasserman Schultz’s resignation is effective at the end
of the convention, but yesterday, she told Florida’s Sun
Sentinel newspaper that she would not speak as planned at
the opening of the convention yesterday afternoon. “I have
decided that in the interest of making sure that we can start
the Democratic convention on a high note that I am not
going to gavel in the convention,” Wasserman Schultz said.
The meeting “needs to be all about making sure that every-
one knows that Hillary Clinton would make the best presi-
dent,” she said.

The controversy over the emails has been an embarrass-
ing prelude to the convention, which Democratic officials
had hoped would convey no-drama competence in con-

trast to the volatile campaign of Trump. The New York busi-
nessman was formally nominated for president at a chaotic
Republican convention in Cleveland last week. Yesterday
morning, Wasserman Schultz struggled to be heard above
boos as she spoke to the Democratic delegation from her
home state. Some protesters held up signs that read
“Bernie” and “E-MAILS” and shouted “Shame,” as she spoke.

The cache of leaked emails disclosed that DNC officials
explored ways to undercut Sanders’ insurgent presidential
campaign, including raising questions about whether
Sanders, who is Jewish, was an atheist. Sanders supporters
were already dismayed last week when Clinton passed over
liberal favorites like US Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts to select the more moderate Kaine as her
running mate.

“They throw ‘party unity’ around as if we’re supposed to
jump for joy when they mention her name,” said Manuel
Zapata, a Sanders delegate from California, referring to
Clinton. “What we’ve been saying for months is obviously
true: they had the finger on the scale of the campaign,” he
said. The Clinton camp questioned whether Russians may
have had a hand in the hack attack on the party’s emails in
an effort to help Trump, who has exchanged words of praise
with Russian President Vladimir Putin. The FBI said yester-
day it would investigate the nature and scope of the hack.
Trump gloated at the Democrats’ opening day disorder.
“Wow, the Republican Convention went so smoothly com-
pared to the Dems total mess,” he wrote on Twitter.

The Republican gathering was overshadowed by accusa-
tions of plagiarism in a convention speech by Trump’s wife,
Melania, and by former presidential candidate Senator Ted
Cruz’s angry refusal to endorse Trump. In a post-convention
“bump”, Trump pulled ahead in at least one opinion poll,
after lagging Clinton in most national polls for months. A
CNN/ORC opinion poll yesterday gave Trump a three-point
lead over Clinton, 48 percent to her 45 percent in a two-way
presidential matchup. — Reuters 
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The lawmaker told the minister that following the
Assembly panel report, the finance ministry formed a
neutral committee to investigate the issue and decided
that there was no need to refer the officials to the public
prosecution because the violations were small adminis-
trative errors. Turaiji asked the minister for the full
details about the chairman and members of the govern-
ment committee and their CVs and a copy of the deci-
sion to form the committee.

He demanded the minutes of the committee meet-
ings, its investigation and recommendations and whether
the committee studied the report of the Assembly investi-
gation. Turaiji also asked the minister if the Cabinet

reviewed the investigation reports of the Assembly and
government’s committees. He also asked if the minister
has informed the speaker of the Assembly about the out-
come of the government’s committee findings.

MP Faisal Al-Duwaisan yesterday asked Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah if the
interior ministry has established a database for the DNA
fingerprints under a law passed last year. He also asked
if the interior ministry has started adding the DNA pro-
file into passports of Kuwaiti citizens. Duwaisan said
that under the DNA fingerprint law passed a year ago,
the ministry must establish a database of the DNA pro-
files of citizens and expatriates as well. He said the law
took effect more than two months ago after the Cabinet
approved its bylaws.

Cassation Court upholds Sheikh Ahmad...

ALEPPO: A Syrian man carries the body of a girl after she was trapped under the rubble following air strikes on the rebel-held neighborhood of Mashhad in this northern city yesterday. — AFP (See Page 8)

PARIS: Tens of thousands of babies may be born with
debilitating Zika-related disorders in the course of the
outbreak sweeping through Latin America and the
Caribbean, researchers said yesterday.  Mathematical
projections suggest about 93.4 million people may
catch the virus - including some 1.65 million pregnant
women - before the epidemic fizzles out, a team report-
ed in the journal Nature Microbiology. Eighty percent of
people will develop mild symptoms or never even be
aware they have the virus.

But for babies in the womb Zika can be devastating -
linked to a brain-damaging disorder called micro-
cephaly that can lead to stillbirth or severely disabling

birth defects. Among women in a high-risk early term of
pregnancy, anything between one and 13 percent have
fetuses develop microcephaly or other Zika-related
complications, said the multidisciplinary research team
from the United States, Britain and Sweden.

This meant “somewhere on the order of tens of thou-
sands across the whole of Latin America and the
Caribbean who could realistically end up developing
microcephaly or a related condition,” said study co-
author Alex Perkins of the University of Notre Dame in
Indiana, and specified this referred to “live births”. The
projection was “a worst-case scenario” he told AFP, “but
a realistic one”. — AFP 
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