
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

SYDNEY: High-risk terror offenders may
be kept in jail after their sentences finish,
Australian officials said yesterday as they
move to tighten security laws following
attacks in the United States and Europe.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said
the proposed changes were prompted
by an increase in the frequency and
severity of attacks around the world as
he noted the recent mass shooting in
Orlando and a lorry attack in Nice,
France.

“In the wake of Orlando, Nice, and
other terrorist incidents, as well as our
own experience... we cannot afford for a

moment to`ª be complacent,” Turnbull
said. In response to the evolving threat,
he said Australia, which has already
ramped up security laws since 2014,
would move to keep high-risk terrorists
in detention beyond the completion of
their sentences. “This legislation will
enable additional periods of imprison-
ment for terrorist offenders who have
served their sentences but are stil l
judged to present an unacceptable risk
to the community,” he said in a state -
ment. The proposal, to be discussed with
state and territory officials who must
then pass legislation, is similar to

arrangements already in place for sex
offenders and extremely violent individ-
uals in some states.

Attorney-General George Brandis said
the extension of detention would be a
court supervised process with regular
reviews and reassessments. “It will of
course only apply to individuals who, as
they approach the end of a sentence of
imprisonment, continue to pose an
unacceptably high risk to the communi-
ty because of their failure to be rehabili-
tated as a result of a penal sentence,” he
said. Brandis said the government would
also move to lower the age at which

people can be subject to a control order-
which aims to prevent a terror attack by
limiting a person’s movements, commu-
nications and activities-from 16 to 14.

It would also legislate to introduce a
new offence of advocacy of genocide
targeting those preaching hate, he
added. The prime minister said the steps
were necessary but proportionate. “They
balance the need to keep the communi-
ty safe with our commitment to privacy
and the rights of the individual,” Turnbull
said, stressing that ultimately it was vital-
ly important Islamic State insurgents be
defeated in the field.

But in moving to ramp up legislation,
he said authorities still faced the difficul-
ty of finding offenders who were under
the radar, with no known reason for their
radicalization, and tackling this required
strong intelligence. He also noted that
the attack in Nice, in which a lorry was
driven into a crowd for two kilometers,
killing 84 people, raised the prospect of
better safeguarding public spaces where
large numbers of people gathered. “It’s
important that we continue to learn
from incidents everywhere because our
enemies are learning from them as well,”
Turnbull said. —AFP
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VIENTIANE, LAOS: China scored an unequivocal
diplomatic victory yesterday, preventing
Southeast Asia’s main grouping from criticizing it
for territorially expanding in the South China
Sea, even though some of the bloc’s members
are victims of Beijing’s actions.

After hectic negotiations, the 10 members of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
issued a watered-down rebuke that amounted
to less than a slap on the wrist, and exposed the
deep divisions in a regional body that prides
itself on unity.

Joint communique
In a joint communique released after their

talks, the foreign ministers of ASEAN said only
that they “remain seriously concerned over
recent and ongoing developments” in the South
China Sea. The statement did not mention China
by name in referring to the developments.

Most significantly, it failed to mention a
recent ruling by an international arbitration pan-
el in a dispute between the Philippines and
China that said Beijing’s claims in the South
China Sea were illegal and that the Philippines
was justifiably the aggrieved party. China has

dismissed the ruling as bogus, saying the
Hague-based tribunal has no authority to rule
on what Beijing calls bilateral disputes.  China
wants direct negotiations with the Philippines
instead.

The tribunal’s award “amounts to prescribing
a dose of wrong medicine ... and it seems that
certain countries outside the region have got all
worked up, keeping the fever high,” Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said, referring to the
United States. “And if the prescription is wrong it
will not help cure any disease.  That’s why we

urge other counties in the region to lower the
temperature,” he told a news conference after 90
minutes of talks with the ASEAN ministers.

Wang said about 80 percent of that time was
spent on ASEAN-China relations, and only 20
percent on South China Sea. He joked that
reporters had expended more than 80 percent
of the question-and-answer time on South
China Sea.

“Both China and ASEAN believe this page
should have been turned and temperature low-
ered,” he said. China was able to push through its
stance in ASEAN with the help of Cambodia, and

to some extent Laos, both of which are close
friends of Beijing.  ASEAN’s guiding principle is
to make all statements by consensus, so a veto
by Cambodia would have prevented a more
stinging rebuke.

“We reaffirmed the importance of maintain-
ing and promoting peace, security, stability,
safety and freedom of navigation in and over-
flight above the South China Sea,” the joint state-
ment said. “We further reaffirmed the need to
enhance mutual trust and confidence, exercise
self-restraint in the conduct of activities and
avoid actions that may further complicate the
situation,” it said.

Such statements have previously been
issued, notably after an ASEAN US summit in
California in February, and have led to criticism
that ASEAN is becoming a toothless organiza-
tion. Analysts say this amounted to another
capitulation by ASEAN in face of China’s power.

“ASEAN’s failure to mention the tribunal’s
decision will not affect the implementation of
the ruling per se, as China has already indicated
that it won’t recognize or accept it. But failure to
even mention the landmark legal ruling once
again highlights ASEAN’s inability to present a
united front and China’s skill at using Cambodia
as a proxy to further its own interests,” said Ian
Storey, a senior fellow at Singapore’s Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies think tank.

The South China Sea is dotted with reefs and
rocky outcroppings that several governments
claim, including China and the Philippines. The
arbitration panel didn’t take a position on who
owns the disputed territories. It did conclude
that many of them are legally rocks, even if
they’ve been built into islands, and therefore do
not include the international rights to develop
the surrounding waters. That and other findings
invalidated much of what China has called its
historic claims to the resource-rich sea.

In order to ease tensions, China, the
Philippines and possibly other claimants must
define what the ruling means for fishing, off-
shore oil and gas exploration, and military and
other activities in the vast body of water that lies
between the southern Chinese coast and the
Philippine archipelago.

In recent days, China’s military has staged
live-firing exercises in the area and said it would
begin regular aerial patrols over the sea. It also
has asserted that it will not be deterred from
continuing construction of its man-made
islands. —AP
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Other bloc members are victims 

VIENTIANE, LAOS: Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, left, shakes hands with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right before they pose for a photo during the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) - China Foreign Ministers’ Meeting yesterday. —AP

PYONGYANG: Ramped-up international
sanctions on North Korea have inadvertent-
ly disrupted the already challenging work of
aid agencies there, those in the field say,
with risk-averse banks refusing to transfer
funds needed to keep operations running.

Aid shipments have also been held up or
blocked indefinitely at Chinese customs in
confusion over what is covered by the sig-
nificantly upgraded UN sanctions imposed
in March following Pyongyang’s fourth
nuclear test earlier in the year.

“Importing goods-medicines, humani-
tarian supplies, materials for water and sani-
tation infrastructure-has become very diffi-
cult,” said an official from an international
humanitarian group with an office in
Pyongyang. “What would happen if there
were major floods tomorrow?” said the offi-
cial, who declined to be identified because
of the political sensitivity of the issue.

“We have some supplies in-country, but
we wouldn’t be able to get emergency
goods into the country within a short peri-
od of time.” Specific examples of delays
include a large shipment of water-purifica-
tion tablets impounded by Chinese cus-
toms because their high chlorine content
flagged up a “dual use” concern.

And solar panels needed to provide a
stable energy supply to a new TB diagnostic
laboratory in Pyongyang were stopped
after being designated “military grade”.

Humanitarian exemptions   
The sanctions on North Korea carry clear

exemptions for aid work in a country where
an estimated 18 million people need some
sort of humanitarian assistance. But the
international condemnation heaped on the
North’s nuclear program in recent years has
badly shaken the agencies’ support net-
work, and a renewed sanctions enforce-
ment drive that accompanied the March
measures has scared even more partners
off.  “Despite the humanitarian exemption,
private sector companies such as banks,
shippers and other suppliers are increasing-
ly declining or hesitating to provide servic-
es, which is affecting the ability of humani-
tarian agencies to operate,” an aid agency
working in the North told AFP. “As time
passes, and a solution is not found, the
operational difficulties will increase,” the
agency said.

Five UN agencies-FAO, UNFPA, UNICEF,
WFP and WHO-and four international NGOs
including Save the Children have humanitar-
ian programmes in North Korea. The
International Federation of the Red Cross
and the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation are among others present.

Finding a solution 
The effort to find a stable conduit for

cash to cover transport, salaries, monitoring
and other in-country costs has been taken
up at the highest level at the UN headquar-
ters in New York.

“We are working on this issue,” said
Farhan Haq, deputy spokesman for the UN
Secretary General. Haq declined to give
details, but a source with knowledge of the
discussions said they were currently
focused on a Russian bank that might be
willing to handle UN transfers to North
Korea, but only after receiving a green light
from the UN sanctions committee.

From the banks’ perspective, there is lit-
tle upside, as the transfer sums are small,
the red tape voluminous and the potential
PR pitfalls of dealing with North Korea all
too apparent. In June, the US Treasury
Department designated North Korea a
“prime money laundering concern”-mean-
ing any bank with links to the US financial
system could face sanctions if they do busi-
ness with the North. This came on top of a
US presidential executive order in March
that significantly increased sanctions and
effectively served warning on Chinese and
Russian banks providing services to their
North Korean equivalents.

The executive order was accompanied
by a written exception for humanitarian
assistance, but most foreign banks conclud-
ed that avoiding North Korea altogether
was preferable to tip-toeing alone through
the sanctions minefield with an exemption
detector.

US Treasury help? 
Aware of the problem, the US Treasury

sent a letter to the United Nations in June
seeking to clarify the situation. “We are
deeply concerned about... the recent chal-
lenges faced by the UN and its specialized
agencies trying to transfer funds in support
of their humanitarian assistance programs,”
a Treasury official told AFP.

According to the UN’s latest country
report, 70 percent of North Korea’s 24.9 mil-
lion people are vulnerable to shortages in
food production, with 10.5 million classified
as “undernourished.” Funding for aid pro -
grams has plunged in the past decade, part-
ly due to donor fatigue and frustration with
Pyongyang’s obstinacy in implementing the
programs, as well as its foreign policy provo -
cations. And now the banking issues have
“added an additional layer of complication
to our operations,” acknowledged
Christopher de Bono, UNICEF’s spokesman
for East Asia and the Pacific. “But we have
managed to ensure that our urgent humani-
tarian work for children has not been signifi-
cantly compromised,” De Bono said. —AFP

PYONGYANG: This file photo taken on September 3, 2011 by North Korea’s official
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) shows emergency aid cargo from the US NGO
Samaritan’s Purse arriving at Pyongyang airport for flood-hit North Korea. —AFP
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MANILA: Phil ippine President
Rodrigo Duterte vowed yesterday
to show “no mercy” in his bloody
war on crime, warning criminals
that priests and human rights
advocates cannot protect them
from being killed.

A defiant Duterte devoted a
large chunk of his inaugural “State
of the Nation” address to his law
and order campaign, which has
claimed hundreds of lives since
he took office on June 30. “Show
no mercy to them because they
are not showing any mercy to us
anyway,” Duterte told lawmakers
as he summarised his orders to
security  forces to el iminate
alleged drug lords. 

Duterte, 71, won the May elec-
tion in a landslide after promising
to quick ly eradicate crime by
unleashing security forces with
shoot-to-kill orders, and vowing
that tens of thousands of people
would die during his six-year term.

Police have reported k il l ing
more than 200 drug suspects, or
an average of 11 per day, since he
assumed office. They have insisted
they have only killed people in
self-defense. Media tallies have
put the death toll far higher, tak-
ing into account the many bullet-
riddled or stabbed corpses found
on streets across the nation.

ABS-CBN television has record-
ed 544 deaths since election day.
Yesterday Duterte declared there
would be no let-up in the cam-
paign, ordering police and local
officials to “double your efforts,
triple them if need be”. “We will not
stop until the last drug lord, the
last financier and the last pusher
have surrendered or put behind
bars or below the ground if they so
wish,” he said to loud cheers. 

Duterte’s message has proved
wildly popular with many Filipinos.
He scored an unprecedented trust
rating of 91 percent in a survey by

independent pollster Pulse Asia
this month. Church groups in the
largely Catholic nation,  r ights
advocates and some sections of
the media have criticised the war
on crime and expressed alarm at
what they have termed extrajudi-
cial killings. 

A major newspaper carried a
front-page photo on Sunday of a
weeping woman holding the body
of a man who had been shot dead
on a Manila street by unidentified
gunmen. “You are portrayed in a
broadsheet l ike Mother Mar y
cradling the dead cadaver of Jesus

Christ .  Let ’s  do drama here,”
Duterte said in Monday’s speech in
response to outrage by some over
the photo. “If you don’t want to
die, if you don’t want to get hurt,
don’t rely on priests and human
rights (advocates). That won’t stop
death.”

‘Comfort, welfare’    
In the 90-minute speech,

Duterte also announced a unilater-
al ceasefire with communist rebels
waging a decades-long insurgency
that has claimed tens of thousands
of lives. 

“We will strive to have a perma-
nent and lasting peace before my
term ends. That is my goal, that is
my dream,” he said.

He reiterated his plans to shift
to a federal form of government
that devolves power from central
government to the regions, saying
France should be the model.
Duterte also outlined a range of
measures to help address many
daily grievances of Fi l ipinos,
including plans for new trains and
airports, as well as free internet
wifi in public parks. “I am for the
comfor t and welfare of the
Filipino,” he said.

Duterte also vowed to imple-
ment a landmark law mandating
the government to provide free
contraceptives to poor couples
and teach sex education in
schools. 

The law was passed during the
previous administration of Benigno
Aquino but opposition from the
Catholic Church has helped to stifle
its implementation. “ The poor
(must) have freedom of informed
choice on the number and spacing
of children they can adequately
care and provide for,” Duterte said.
On the economic front, Duterte
said he would cut personal and
corporate tax rates, without giving
figures. —AFP
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MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, gestures to his aide
who pours drinking water while delivering his first State of the Nation
Address (SONA) before the joint session of the 17th Congress yester-
day. —AFP

SEOUL: China has blamed South Korea for
damaging “mutual trust” with its planned
deployment of an advanced US missile
defense system in the face of Beijing’s
opposition, Yonhap news agency said
Monday.

Seoul and Washington announced earli-
er this month their decision to deploy the
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) system in the South following
recent North Korean missile and nuclear
tests. The plan to deploy the powerful sys-
tem, which fires projectiles to smash into
enemy missiles, angered Beijing and
Moscow, which both see it as a US bid to
flex its military muscle in the region.

“The recent behavior from South Korea
has undermined the foundation for our

mutual trust,” Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told reporters ahead of a meeting
late Sunday with his South Korean counter-
part on the sidelines of a regional forum in
Vientiane, Laos. “I will hear what kind of
practical actions South Korea will take to
protect the unwavering relations between
us,” Yonhap quoted Wang as saying. China is
South Korea’s largest export market and also
a key partner in Seoul’s efforts to curb North
Korea’s nuclear weapons program.

At the meeting, South Korean Foreign
Minister Yun Byung-Se acknowledged chal-
lenges in bilateral relations, but stressed that
the THAAD deployment was purely defen-
sive and posed no threat to China’s security
interests, Yonhap said, citing an unnamed
Korean government official. —AFP
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