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KABUL: Civi l ian casualt ies  in
Afghanistan soared to a record
high in the first half of 2016, the
UN said yesterday, with children
in particular paying a heavy price
for growing insecurity as the con-
flict escalates.

The UN report, which comes
days after the deadliest attack in
Kabul since the Taleban were oust-
ed from power in 2001, cited
increasing ground combat around
heavily populated areas as the
leading cause of casualties. 

Between January and June,
1,601 civilians were killed and 3,565
were wounded-a four percent
increase in casualties compared to
the same period last year, the
United Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said.

The casualties have reached
their highest level since the UN
began issuing its authoritative
reports in 2009. “Every single casu-
alty documented in this report-
people killed while praying, work-
ing, studying, fetching water, recov-
ering in hospitals-every civilian
casualty represents a failure of
commitment and should be a call
to action for parties to the conflict
to take meaningful steps to reduce
suffering,” UNAMA chief Tadamichi
Yamamoto said.

“Platitudes not backed by mean-
ingful action ring hollow over time.”
The casualties include 1,509 chil-
dren-roughly one-third of the total-
a figure the UN described as “alarm-
ing and shameful”. It was the high-
est toll ever recorded by the UN
over a six-month period. “These
findings are truly shocking, and

represent a significant backtrack on
progress for Afghan children,” inter-
national charity Save the Children
said. The overall statistics are a grim
indicator of growing insecurity in
Afghanistan as the Taliban step up
their nationwide insurgency and
the Islamic State group seeks to
expand their foothold in the east of
the country.

The UN report said insurgent
groups including the Taliban were
responsible for the majority — 60

percent-of civilian casualties. But it
also reported a 47 percent increase
in the number of casualties caused
by pro-government forces, com-
pared to the same period last year.

‘Protracted conflict’    
“The testimony of victims and

their families brings into agonizing
focus the tragedy of... this protract-
ed conflict since 2009,” said Zeid
Ra’ad Al Hussein, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

“The family that lost a breadwinner,
forcing the children to leave school
and struggle to make ends meet;
the driver who lost his l imbs,
depriving him of his livelihood; the
man who went to the bazaar to
shop for his children only to return
home to find them dead.”

The report comes after the
deadliest attack for 15 years in
Kabul on Saturday killed 80 people
and left hundreds maimed, an
assault claimed by IS. The twin
bombings tore through crowds of
minority Shiite Hazaras as they
gathered to demand that a multi-
million-dollar power line pass
through their electricity-starved
province of Bamiyan, one of the
most deprived areas of
Afghanistan.

Those figures are not included in
the UN report. But the assault illus-
trates the report’s finding that sui-
cide bombings and complex
attacks are now hurting more civil-
ians than roadside bombs. “Parties
to the conflict must cease the
deliberate targeting of civilians and
the use of heavy weaponry in civil-
ian-populated areas,” Zeid said.

“There must be an end to the
prevailing impunity enjoyed by
those responsible for civilian casu-
alties-no matter who they are.” The
report said that growing air strikes
by Afghan forces also contributed
to the rise in civilian casualties as
new aircraft were deployed.

It also voiced concern over the
human rights violations of pro-gov-
ernment militia groups, which act
outside the law in some Afghan
provinces. —AFP
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KABUL: An Afghan mourner carries a tombstone ahead of funeral
prayers for the 80 people killed in the twin suicide attack on
Sunday. —AFP

JAKARTA: Pakistan yesterday urged the
Indonesian government to stay the execution of
one of its nationals convicted of smuggling
drugs, citing concerns that his 2005 trial had
been unfair.

Indonesia, which is among Southeast Asia’s
biggest markets for narcotics, has declared a
“drug emergency” and vowed no mercy for drug
traffickers. It provoked international outrage in
April last year with the executions of eight drug
traffickers, seven foreigners among them, fol-
lowing the 2013 end of a five-year temporary

halt in the practice.
Indonesian authorities are preparing to exe-

cute by firing squad at least three foreign prison-
ers, including citizens of Nigeria and Zimbabwe,
but they have not set a timeframe. They are
among 16 prisoners that Indonesian officials
have said are to be executed this year. “We are
writing a letter to the Indonesian government to
hold off on this execution because...our concern
is that the trial was not fair,” Syed Zahid Raza, the
charge de affaires at the Pakistani embassy in
Jakarta, told Reuters.

The Indonesian attorney-general’s office had
notified the embassy that Zulfikar Ali, convicted
in 2005 for attempting to smuggle 300 grams
(10.6 oz) of heroin, would be executed “in the
near future” but no date had been set, Raza
added.

Ali’s family has also been notified, he said.
Indonesian authorities have not given a break-
down of the number of foreigners who remain
on death row, but citizens of France, Britain
and the Philippines are known to be among
them. —Reuters

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s president held talks
with leaders of three main political parties
yesterday to come up with a consensus
candidate for prime minister and try to end
revolving-door politics that has seen 23
governments in 26 years.

Prime Minister K.P. Oli, facing defeat in a
no-confidence vote in parliament brought
by his allies, the former Maoist rebels,
resigned on Sunday, opening the way for a
political tussle to lead the country of 28
million people.

President Vidhya Devi Bhandari had
invited Oli, Maoist chief Prachanda and
the leader of the Nepali Congress party,
Sher Bahadur Deuba, to discuss a new
government, an aide to the president said.
“ The meeting is to tell  them to move
ahead untidily,” the aide,  Bhesh Raj
Adhikari, told Reuters. “The country has
many problems and all major parties must
unite to resolve them.”

Nepal has been in a political crisis since
September when a Constituent Assembly
approved a new constitution amid a politi-
cal row with minority Madhesis in the
southern plains over the creation of federal
states under the new system.

Ethnic Madhesis, who have long com-
plained of neglect by a ruling elite drawn
from the hill region, said the creation of the
states would marginalize them by dividing

their homeland. Maoist chief Prachanda,
who goes by just one name, said the out-
going administration failed to address
grievances of the plains people. He is con-
sidered the frontrunner to succeed Oli, with
the support of the Nepali Congress.

Oli’s communist UML party said it would
not support the Maoists’ bid for power after
they had brought down Oli’s government.
“There is no possibility of us joining,” senior
UML official Pradip Gyawali told Reuters.
“We’ll remain a strong opposition.”

Political instabil ity has played out
against the backdrop of a contest for
influence between neighbors India and
China. India has long considered the
Himalayan nation its area of influence,
and has often faced accusations of inter-
ference from Nepal.

India rejects the allegations but has
grown concerned about China’s involve -
ment in Nepal’s infrastructure develop-
ment. Prospects for stability remain dim, at
least until elections scheduled for 2018,
analysts say. “Nepal’s leaders have once
more demonstrated that they are obsessed
with politics as usual at a time when they
should be working to rescue the economy,”
said Kunda Dixit, editor of the Nepali Times
weekly. Nepal’s economy grew by 0.77 per-
cent in the year to July 15, the lowest rate
since 2001/02. —Reuters

Nepali president seeks consensus 
candidate for new PM

KATHMANDU, NEPAL: Nepalese caretaker Prime Minister KP Oli Sharma (R) and
Maoist Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal, known as Prachanda, (C-L) shake hands dur-
ing a Parliament session on Sunday. —AFP
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JAKARTA: Former Malaysian prime minister Mahathir
Mohamad talks to the media during a visit yesterday.
Mahathir said talks are underway on forming a new
political party and coalition to challenge Malaysia’s
scandal-hit leader, Prime Minister Najib Razak, who
faces allegations that billions of dollars were plundered
from a state-owned investment fund he founded. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian rescuers have failed to pick up any
emergency transmitter signals from an air force plane that
went missing last week with 29 people on board, an official
said yesterday, in the latest setback to a search operation in
the Bay of Bengal.

Sixteen ships, a submarine and six aircraft have been
deployed to search for the Russian-made AN-32 that disap-
peared on a routine re-supply flight to remote islands in
the Bay of Bengal on Friday.

Rajan Bargotra, a senior coastguard official, said the
absence of signals from an emergency locator transmitter
(ELT ) made the operation very difficult. “It is important to
know why ELT has not worked as it could have helped nar-
row down the location of the plane,” Bargotra told
reporters in New Delhi.

The ELT device is meant to start transmitting the plane’s
location the moment it touches water or in the event of a
crash. There were 21 military personnel on board the plane
including six crew. The other people on board were civil-
ians, and some family members of soldiers deployed on
the islands.

Scientists at the Indian Space and Research
Organization were using satellites in the search, while the
navy scoured an area of about 14,400 square nautical
miles. Difficulties have been compounded by stormy mon-
soon weathering the Bay of Bengal. —Reuters

DHAKA: Yesterday Bangladesh police arrested a spinning
mill worker for allegedly torturing a nine-year-old boy to
death with an air compressor, the second such incident in
less than a year, officers said.

Sagar Barman died of internal injuries in a Dhaka hospi-
tal late on Sunday after his family alleges eight workers
were involved in forcing the compressor into the boy’s rec-
tum and turning on the machine.

The boy also worked at the Zubaida Textile Mills in
Rupganj town, just south of the capital, one of millions of
child labourers in impoverished Bangladesh, many
employed in hazardous industries. “We have arrested the
mill’s assistant administrative officer. We’ve also launched a
hunt for others accused including three production man-
agers who were named in the case,” Rupganj police chief
Ismail Hossain told —AFP.

NEW DELHI: India has refused to renew the visas of a
group of journalists from China’s state-run Xinhua
news agency, government sources said yesterday, after
they reportedly made unauthorized visits to Tibetan
refugee camps.

As Beijing’s official media condemned what it called a
“petty” decision, a senior official in New Delhi confirmed
three journalists would have to leave India within the week
at the security services’ instigation. 

“They had come to the adverse attention of the security
agencies,” the official told AFP on condition of anonymity.
“They were doing activities that were not compatible with
their journalist status.” The official said the trio were not
being officially expelled but their annual visas would not
be renewed and they would have to leave by July 31.

There was no official word on why the reporters had
fallen foul of the Indian authorities. But a report in
Monday’s Hindustan Times said two of them had visited
Tibetan settlements in the southern state of Karnataka last
year, without securing a permit from the home ministry
and while using false identities.

“The journalists had not taken the PAP (Protected Area
Permit) for visiting the camps but their real identities were
detected when they reached there,” an official told the
newspaper. India is home to thousands of Tibetan refugees
who fled their Himalayan homeland when China sent in
troops in 1951 to quell an uprising.

Many of those who took flight-including Tibetan spiritu-
al leader the Dalai Lama-settled in and around the Indian
northern town of Dharamsala where a Tibetan government
in-exile functions.

Others live in designated settlements elsewhere in the
country that are off-limits to foreigners, such as the one in
Karnataka which is home to around 40,000 Tibetans. The
exile community held elections in April for the leadership
of the Dharamsala government-an organization that China
has consistently refused to recognize.

India’s hosting of the exiled government is a long-run-
ning thorn in relations between the two neighboring
countries. Often prickly tensions between the world’s two
most populous countries have also been inflamed recently
by China’s blocking of India’s attempt to join a 48-nation
nuclear trade group. — AFP
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