
BELFAST: Britain does not want a return
to border controls in Northern Ireland,
Prime Minister Theresa May said on yester-
day on her first visit to the British province
following the United Kingdom’s vote to
leave the European Union.

The June 23 Brexit vote has raised a
number of questions for Northern Ireland,
from its impact on 18 years of peace, to
billions of pounds of EU funding and the
open border with the Irish Republic,
which will be Britain’s only land frontier
with the bloc.

“We had a common travel area
between the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland many years before
either country was a member of the
European Union. Nobody wants to return
to the borders of the past,” May said, refer-
ring to the freedom of movement that has
existed between the countries since the
1920s. “What we do want to do is to find a
way through this that is going to work,
deliver a practical solution for everybody
to ensure that we come out of this with a
deal which is in the best interests of the
whole of the United Kingdom.”

Northern Ireland voted to stay in the

EU, with 56 percent voting ‘Remain’, put-
ting it at odds with the United Kingdom’s
52-48 percent result in favor of leaving.

The border issue has arisen because
those in favor of leaving the EU were
adamant that Britain must be able to con-
trol its borders - and hence immigration -
more closely. Any new arrangements must
also be agreed by all EU member states.
May was speaking after she met the
province’s leader, Arlene Foster, who cam-
paigned for Britain to leave the EU, and
Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness,
a former Irish Republican Army command-
er who campaigned to remain.

Frank exchange
McGuinness, who has demanded a ref-

erendum to split Northern Ireland from
the United Kingdom so it can remain in
the European Union as part of a united
Ireland, said he had a frank exchange with
May emphasizing the wishes of the
Northern Irish voters.

“I speak for the people of the North,
who are Unionist and Nationalist, and
have made it clear that they see their
future in Europe ... There is no good news

whatsoever in Brexit for anybody in the
North,” said McGuinness, who also raised
concerns about the future of projects that
are funded by the EU. Leaders south of the

border have been seeking support across
the EU to preserve freedom of movement
and goods across the island but acknowl-
edged that controls at Northern Irish ports

and airports may be required.
Foster, who is the leader of Northern

Ireland’s largest pro-British party, said she
told May that there must be no internal
borders within the United Kingdom and
that the Prime Minister had responded
positively to that.

Concerns have also been raised about
the legal status of the 1998 Good Friday
Agreement, which ended three decades
of fighting between Catholic nationalists
seeking a united Ireland and Protestant
unionists who wanted to keep Northern
Ireland British. Over 3,600 died in the con-
flict. On Monday, a coalition of Northern
Ireland politicians and human rights
activists threatened a legal challenge
against any British government move to
leave the European Union unless the
province’s peace process is protected.

The group, which includes members of
the province’s two largest Irish nationalist
parties said they would apply for a judicial
review if moves to exit failed to safeguard
the Good Friday Agreement peace accord.
The accord, which gives the Republic of
Ireland a role, contains several references
to the EU. —Reuters
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ANSBACH, GERMANY: Yesterday
Germany warned of a potential
backlash against migrants after a
Syrian asylum seeker blew himself
up outside a music festival, capping
a week of attacks that has shaken
the country.

The 27-year-old attacker wound-
ed more than a dozen people in the
southern city of Ansbach on Sunday
night and had spent time in a psy-
chiatric facility, regional authorities
said. Berlin said there was as yet “no
credible evidence” of a link to Islamic
extremism.

Europe’s economic powerhouse
was already reeling after nine peo-
ple died in a shopping center shoot-
ing rampage in Munich on Friday
and four people were wounded in
an axe attack on a train in
Wuerzburg on July 18.

All three assaults were in Bavaria
which has been a gateway for tens
of thousands of refugees under
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s liberal
asylum policy. Merkel’s deputy
spokeswoman 

Ulrike Demmer expressed the
government’s “shock” after the rash
of attacks but also warned against
branding all refugees a security
threat. “Most of the terrorists who
carried out attacks in recent months
in Europe were not refugees,” she
told reporters. “The terrorism threat
(among refugees) is not larger or
smaller than in the population at
large.”

Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere also warned against plac-
ing refugees “under general suspi-
cion”, despite “individual cases that
are under investigation”.

Police said the man intended to
target the open-air festival but was
turned away as he did not have a
ticket, and detonated the device
outside a nearby cafe. “If he had
made it inside, there would certainly

have been more victims,” a police
spokesman said. The explosion went
off in the centre of the city of
Ansbach, not far from where more
than 2,500 people had gathered for
the concert, at around 10 pm (2000
GMT). The perpetrator was killed in
the blast and 15 people were
wounded, four of them seriously.

Attacker known to police    
Ansbach deputy police chief

Roman Fertinger said there were
“indications” pieces of metal had
been added to the explosive device.
The attacker, who came to Germany
two years ago but had his asylum
claim rejected after a year, had tried
to kill himself twice in the past and
had spent time in a psychiatric clinic,
authorities said. He was facing immi-
nent deportation to Bulgaria, where
he was first registered within the
European Union as an asylum seek-
er, a German interior ministry
spokesman said. The assailant, who
lived in Ansbach, was already
known to police, having been linked

to a drug-related offence.
However a social worker who

knew him, Reinhold Eschenbacher,
described him as “friendly, incon-
spicuous and nice” when he came to
his office pick up his welfare bene-
fits, DPA news agency reported. 

Stephan Mayer, a deputy from
Merkel’s conservative bloc, insisted
that it was “completely wrong” to
blame the government’s refugee
policy for the recent rash of attacks.
But Mayer told the BBC that the 1.1
million migrants and refugees
Germany let in last year represented
a “big challenge” for law enforce-
ment, even as the influx has dwin-
dled in recent months. “We were not
able to register and control all the
migrants that crossed the German
border,” said Mayer.

Europe has been on edge for
months after a string of deadly
attacks claimed by the Islamic State
jihadist group, including bombings
in Brussels and carnage at Bastille
Day celebrations in the southern
French city of Nice. 

Obsessed with mass murder   
Meanwhile police released more

details on Munich mall attacker
David Ali Sonboly, saying the 18-
year-old was depressed and had
spent two months in a psychiatric
unit last year. The teen, who had
German and Iranian nationality, was
obsessed with mass killings and
spent a year preparing for the shoot-
ing spree, police said.

At least 35 people were also
wounded during Sonboly’s attack,
which began at a McDonald’s fran-
chise and ended with him turning
his 9mm Glock pistol on himself.
Investigators have ruled out any link
with IS jihadists, although he
appeared to have planned the
assault with chilling precision for a
year. Police have also arrested a 16-
year-old Afghan friend in connec-
tion with the shooting. The two
were in psychiatric treatment
together last year and allegedly met
at the scene of the attack shortly
before it began, prosecutors said
yesterday. 

Hundreds of people, many of
them in tears, gathered on Sunday
outside the Munich shopping centre
where the attack took place to pay
tribute to the victims. Already
steeped in grief and shock, Germans
were further rattled by news that a
Syrian refugee had killed a 45-year-
old Polish woman with a large
kebab knife at a snack bar in the
southwestern city of Reutlingen.

Police, who had initially said the
murder weapon was a machete,
added that Sunday’s incident in
which three others were injured was
likely a “crime of passion”.

Three people were also injured in
the attack, which ended when the
21-year-old assailant was deliberate-
ly struck by a BMW driver trying to
stop the man. —AFP

Germany warns of anti-migrant 

backlash after week of bloodshed

Europe’s economic powerhouse still reeling

BERLIN: German Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere addresses the
press on the attacks in Reutlingen and Ansbach yesterday. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Prince Harry has said he
wishes he had spoken sooner about the
death of his mother, Princess Diana.

Harry, who was 12 when Diana died in a
car crash in 1997, said in video released
yesterday that it isn’t a sign of weakness to
speak about problems. The comments
came as Harry was speaking with a group
of high-profile sports stars attending a July
14 barbecue arranged by the mental health
charity Heads Together.

“It’s OK to suffer, as long as you talk
about it,” he said. “It ’s not a weakness.
Weakness is having a problem and not rec-

ognizing it and not solving that problem.”
Among others attending the event were

England soccer star Rio Ferdinand, whose
wife died from cancer. 

Ferdinand spoke with Harry about dis-
cussing the death of his wife with his chil-
dren. “I  really regret not ever talk ing
about it,” 

Harry said. Prince Harry, together with
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge,
founded Heads Together. The three have
been anxious to bring together mental
health organizations to tackle the stigma
around psychological issues. —AP

BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND: British Prime Minister Theresa May (C) poses for
a picture with Northern Ireland’s First Minister Arlene Foster (L) and Deputy
First Minister Martin Mc Guinness (R) at the beginning of their meeting at
Stormont Castle yesterday. —AFP

LONDON: In this Aug. 19, 1995 file photo, Britain’s Princess Diana, left, sits next to
her younger son Prince Harry during V-J Day celebrations. —AP
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WARSAW: An Iraqi man has been charged
with possessing trace amounts of explo-
sive material in Poland, officials said yes-
terday, days ahead of the pope’s visit for a
huge Catholic youth festival.

Poland has upped security ahead of
the World Youth Day event that will draw
hundreds of thousands of pilgrims from
around the world to the southern city of
Krakow this week.

The Iraqi man was charged in the cen-
tral city of Lodz and remanded in custody
for two months, local court spokesman
Pawel Urbaniak told reporters. “National
prosecutors have launched an investiga-
tion,” he added. Prosecutor Beata Marczak
added that the man was detained last
week and charged Sunday with “possess-
ing trace amounts of explosive material,”
which could result in up to eight years in
jail.  “That does not mean we found
enough explosive material to cause an

explosion,” she told reporters, adding that
currently “there are no grounds for charg-
ing him with participating in terrorist
activity.” Private news channel Polsat News
reported that the explosive traces were
found on the man’s luggage and clothes
at hotels in Lodz and Krakow. It added
that the man had been detained at the
hotel in Lodz on Sunday and had been in
possession of notes on preparing terrorist
acts against French supermarkets in
Poland. 

Polsat News described him as a 48-
year-old who arrived in Poland a couple of
weeks ago after being expelled from
Sweden. Earlier he had lived in
Switzerland for several years. Poland will
deploy more than 40,000 security person-
nel to protect Pope Francis, who arrives on
Wednesday, and the hundreds of thou-
sands of pilgrims meeting him during the
July 26-31 youth festival. — AFP

ATHENS: Greece has declared a state of
emergency on the Aegean island of Chios,
which has been engulfed by a wildfire rag-
ing out of control, authorities said yester-
day. Dozens of firefighters and aircraft
were deployed to fight the forest fire
which broke out early on Monday, burning
through olive groves and mastic trees, an
important source of income for the island,
which has a population of about 52,000.

“It is very serious .. .  authorities are
doing their utmost to deal with it with
land and air  forces,” said Christiana
Kalogirou,  governor of the Nor thern
Aegean Prefecture,  to which Chios
belongs.

The fire destroyed mastic trees in the

south of the island, just before the August
harvesting season for the product. Chios
Mastic, a tree resin used in the production
of items as diverse as liquor to beauty
products and a gum that can alleviate
peptic ulcers, has a protected designation
of origin status within the European
Union. “Unfortunately, there is almost total
destruction in some cases,” a representa-
tive of the mastic producers association
told a local newspaper, Politis.

Forest fires are common during the
summer in Greece, where dry weather and
strong winds can quickly fan fires, devas-
tating large areas. Some 70 people were
killed in 2007, during the most serious
wildfire outbreak in decades. —Reuters
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Trial opens over murder of 

Kremlin critic Nemtsov
MOSCOW: A Moscow military court yesterday
began an initial closed-door hearing in the trial of
the suspects in the shock murder of Kremlin critic
Boris Nemtsov last year, a lawyer said.

Nemtsov, a former deputy prime minister and
one of the most prominent critics of Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin, was gunned down on
the evening of February 27, 2015, as he walked
across a bridge from the Kremlin.

Five suspects-all reportedly Chechens-are cur-
rently in detention and face up to life in jail if con-
victed. They deny any guilt. Russian investigators
have described the killing, whose brutality horri-
fied the world, as a hit ordered by a low-ranking
Chechen official and other “unidentified” suspects.

The session began at Moscow District Military
Court after Russian investigators announced last
month they had completed their probe. Police
closed off part of the pedestrian street next to the
court and did not allow journalists or others to
approach, TASS state news agency reported.
Lawyer Vadim Prokhorov, who represents
Nemtsov’s family, told AFP he would submit
“numerous requests” to the court, particularly on
selecting the jury for the trial itself, which should
be open to the public. Preliminary hearings were
set to continue Tuesday at 1000 GMT when the
court was to rule whether there will be a jury trial,
as the defendants have requested. The five defen-
dants have been named as Zaur Dadayev, Shadid
and Anzor Gubashev, Bemirlan Eskerkhanov and
Khamzat Bakhayev. 

According to investigators, a Chechen security
official named Ruslan Mukhudinov-who has been
identified as the ringleader but has fled abroad-
approached the other men in September 2014
and offered 15 million rubles (about $235,000) for
the murder.

Thorn in Kremlin’s side   
Nemtsov’s family and allies say the authorities

have failed to bring the masterminds to justice
and point the finger of blame at Chechen strong-
man Ramzan Kadyrov, as well as the Kremlin itself.

Kadyrov had a long-running feud with Nemtsov
and has made calls to eliminate Russia’s “enemy”
opposition. Lawyers representing Nemtsov’s fami-
ly on Monday asked for the case to be sent back to
prosecutors and the charge to be reclassified as
murder of a public figure aimed at halting his
political activities.

Protesters held solo pickets outside the court
with slogans on placards including “Question
Kadyrov. Reinvestigate the case,” and “Name the
masterminds in Boris Nemtsov’s murder,” Grani.ru
news website reported.

Mukhudinov has reportedly served in a

Chechen unit called Sever which supported
Kadyrov, a Kremlin loyalist. Denied access to the
pro-Kremlin state media, Nemtsov had become a
marginal figure in Russia but he remained a thorn
in the side of the authorities.

At the time of his death, he was probing
Moscow’s covert deployment of troops to
Ukraine-and ex-colleagues are convinced he was
killed to halt his political work. The trial is begin-
ning just days after a close friend of Nemtsov,
independent journalist Pavel Sheremet, was killed
by a powerful car bomb in Kiev in a crime that
investigators say was linked to his work. —AFP

MOSCOW: This file photo taken on March 01, 2015 shows Russia’s opposition supporters carry-
ing a banner bearing a portrait of Kremlin critic Boris Nemtsoy during a march. —AFP


