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UNITED NATIONS: Britain, France and
the United States yesterday backed a
UN call  for a humanitarian truce in
Aleppo after four hospitals were
bombed and civilians were killed by air
strikes in the Syrian city.

Warning that food will soon run out
in Aleppo, the UN aid chief urged the
Security Council to push for a 48-hour
weekly humanitarian truce to prevent a
“medieval” siege from taking hold.

“The international community sim-
ply cannot let eastern Aleppo city
become yet another-and by far the
largest-besieged area,” Stephen O’Brien
told the council.  “This is medieval and
shameful.  We must not allow this to
happen,” he added. O’Brien, the UN’s

under-secretary-general for humanitari-
an affairs, said food supplies in rebel-
held eastern Aleppo were expected to
run out by the middle of August. 

French Ambassador Francois
Delattre compared Aleppo’s plight to
that of Sarajevo during the Bosnian war
and said “the Security Council simply
cannot accept such war crimes-yes war
crimes-to repeat again.”

Syrian regime forces seized the last
remaining supply route to Aleppo this
month and all humanitarian and com-
mercial movements came to a halt on
July 7. Syria and its allies are “deter-
mined to besiege, starve and bomb
Aleppo until they reach their military
goal: eradicating the opposition. This is

what the siege is all about,” Delattre told
reporters ahead of the meeting.

“France calls  for an immediate
humanitarian truce in Aleppo and the
Ghouta, 20 years after the siege of
Sarajevo,” he added, referring to the
eastern Ghouta region near Damascus.

Enough is enough   
Over the weekend, four hospitals

were bombed in Aleppo, jeopardizing
medical care for more than 200,000 des-
perate civilians. Yesterday, air strikes
and barrel bombs killed 16 civilians in
Aleppo, according to the British-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.
“Enough is  enough now,” Brit ish
Ambassador Matthew Rycroft said.

Rycroft said the council was looking
at possible action to address the  crisis
in Aleppo, but did not provide details.
Syrian ally Russia said the so-called
Castello road that was seized by regime
forces was a supply route for weapons
to jihadists including the Al-Qaeda
linked Al-Nusra Front.

Russian Ambassador Vitaly Churkin
nevertheless told the council that in
Aleppo, “there is a need there to pre-
vent humanitarian disaster.” The United
States put the onus on Russia to per-
suade Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
to halt attacks and re-open the Castello
road. “Russia, the Assad regime and oth-
er groups f ighting around Aleppo
should heed the UN call for a weekly 48-

hour pause to allow for deliveries of
essential supplies,” said US Ambassador
Samantha Power. “Look at what people
are going through,” she said. Power
quoted a doctor in an Aleppo hospital
who witnessed screaming patients
bleed to death in front of him without
being able to save them.

The council raised alarm over the
humanitarian crisis in Aleppo on the
eve of a meeting in Geneva between
top US and Russian officials to try to lay
the groundwork for a resumption of
peace talks. More than 280,000 people
have been killed in Syria in the war,
which is now in its sixth year, and more
than half the country has been dis-
placed. —AFP

Britain, France, US back UN call for truce in Syria’s Aleppo

JERUSALEM: Israeli authorities have
advanced plans for 770 new settlement
homes in annexed east Jerusalem, offi-
cials and rights groups said yesterday,
drawing condemnation from Palestinian
leaders and the United Nations.

The homes would expand the Gilo
settlement on the southern perimeter of
east Jerusalem. They are part of a larger
plan for around 1,200 units approved
some three years ago, said Ir Amim, an
NGO that monitors Israeli settlement
activity.

The land where they are to be built
requires technical approval known as
“reparcelisation” by Jerusalem’s local
planning and building committee in
order for the process to advance, accord-
ing to Ir Amim.

The committee has now deposited
the plans for public objections ahead of
possible approval. “The plans in question
are not new, and were approved three
years ago,” a statement from Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat’s office said. “Recent
deliberations in the municipal planning
committee concerned technical details of
plot distribution within the previously
approved project.”

The move to further advance the
plans drew condemnation both from UN
and Palestinian officials. Israeli settle -
ments in east Jerusalem and the occu-

pied West Bank are viewed as illegal
under international law. They are also
considered major stumbling blocks to
peace efforts as they are built on land
Palestinians view as part of their future
state.

A recent report by the diplomatic
Quartet-the United States, European
Union, Russia and the UN-said settlement
expansion was eroding the possibility of
a two-state solution to the conflict. “I
strongly condemn the recent decision by
Israeli authorities to advance plans to
build some 770 housing units in the set-
tlement of Gilo, built on the lands of
occupied Palestinian towns and villages
between Bethlehem and east Jerusalem,”
Nickolay Mladenov, UN special coordina-
tor for the Middle East peace process,
said in a statement.

Saeb Erekat, secretary general of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, said
the decision “further reflects the failure of
the international community to stop
Israel’s settlement expansion”. Israel
occupied the West Bank and east
Jerusalem in 1967. It later annexed east
Jerusalem, which Palestinians view as
their future capital.

The status of Jerusalem has been
among the most contentious issues in
peace negotiations, which have been at a
standstill since April 2014. —AFP

ALEPPO: Syria’s regime intensified air strikes on
rebel-held areas of Aleppo province yesterday as
a UN envoy prepared to meet US and Russian
officials to try to revive peace talks. France called
for an immediate humanitarian truce in Aleppo
city after civilian deaths in the provincial capital
and after four hospitals were bombed there on
Sunday.

Yesterday, air strikes and barrel bombs killed
22 civilians in rebel-held parts of the northern
province, and rebel rocket fire on government
areas killed three more, a monitor said. The bom-
bardment came as UN Syria envoy Staffan de
Mistura was expected to meet top US and
Russian officials in Geneva on Tuesday with the
aim of reviving peace talks to end the five-year
conflict.

French Ambassador to the UN Francois
Delattre compared Aleppo’s plight to that of
Sarajevo during the Bosnian war, and said “the
Security Council simply cannot accept such war
crimes-yes war crimes-to repeat again”.

Syria and its allies are “determined to besiege,
starve and bomb Aleppo until they reach their
military goal-eradicating the opposition-this is
what the siege is all about,” Delattre said. Britain’s
UN Ambassador Matthew Rycroft said: “Enough

is enough now.” More than 280,000 people have
been killed in Syria and more than half its popu-
lation has been displaced since the conflict
began with the brutal repression of anti-govern-
ment protests in 2011.

US mission spokesman Paul Patin said
Washington’s special envoy for Syria Michael
Ratney would be at today’s meeting in Geneva.
Russia’s Ria-Novosti news agency said deputy
foreign minister Gennady Gatilov would repre-
sent Moscow.

Failing ceasefire    
US Secretary of State John Kerry and his

Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov were also due
to meet Tuesday on the sidelines of an Asian
summit in Vientiane, Laos. Earlier this month, the

two announced an agreement on “concrete
steps” to salvage a failing nationwide ceasefire in
Syria, a key step before negotiations can resume. 

The February ceasefire between the regime
and non-jihadist rebels-which was brokered by
the US and Russia-remains largely in tatters. The
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said 10 civilians were killed in air strikes
on the rebel-held town of Atareb in Aleppo early
on Monday. It said the strikes, believed to have

been carried out by Russian warplanes, hit sever-
al locations including a market area. Russia is a
key ally of President Bashar al-Assad and began
air strikes in support of regime forces in
September 2015. The Observatory-which relies
on a network of sources inside Syria for its infor-
mation-says it determines what planes carried
out raids according to their type, location, flight
patterns and the munitions involved.

Footage obtained by AFP of the aftermath of
the strikes showed the local civil defence unit
trying to put out a fire in the rubble of one col-
lapsed building. Nearby, people combed
through debris trying to extract medicine from
what appeared to be the remains of a pharmacy
or clinic. Elsewhere in Atareb, crushed fruit and
vegetables were mixed in with pieces of broken
brick and shattered concrete.

Barrel bombs    
In Aleppo city itself, at least 12 civilians were

killed in barrel bomb attacks by government
forces on eastern rebel-held neighborhoods, the
Observatory said. An AFP journalist at the scene
of one of the attacks in the Al-Mashhad district
earlier said civil defense workers were struggling
to retrieve survivors who were still trapped
under heavy debris.

He said rescuers had managed to pull one
boy alive from the rubble, but the rest of his
family were dead and still trapped under a col-
lapsed building. Once Syria’s economic power-
house, Aleppo has been roughly divided
between government control in the west and
rebel control in the east since mid-2012.

In recent weeks, government forces seized
parts of the only remaining supply route into the
city’s east, cutting off opposition districts from
the outside world and prompting food short-
ages and spiraling prices.

The government regularly bombs the east of
the city, and rebels often fire rockets into west-
ern districts. The Observatory said at least three
civilians were killed by rebel fire on western
Aleppo yesterday. Syrian state news agency
SANA said a pregnant woman and her child
were killed. SANA also reported that four people
had been wounded on Monday in rebel rocket
fire on central Damascus.

Rebel rockets also hit Old Damascus late
Sunday after air raids struck four makeshift hos-
pitals in Aleppo’s rebel districts, jeopardizing
medical care for more than 200,000 civilians
besieged there. —AFP

Syria regime pounds Aleppo 
on eve of Geneva meeting

France calls for humanitarian truce

ALEPPO: Syrian civil defense volunteers, known as the White Helmets, carry a young boy after
they dug him out from under the rubble of buildings destroyed following reported air strikes
on the rebel-held neighborhood of Al-Mashhad yesterday. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqis inspect the damage at the site of a suicide bomb attack at the
entrance to the town of Khales yesterday. —AFP

BAGHDAD: A suicide bomber rammed his
explosives-laden car into a checkpoint out-
side a Shiite town north of Baghdad yester-
day, killing at least 14 people, Iraqi officials
said, while a string of bombings in the Iraqi
capital killed nine more people.

Yesterday’s checkpoint bombing took
place at one of the busy entrances to the
town of Khalis, about 80 kilometers (50
miles) north of the Iraqi capital, a police
officer said. The town is a Shiite enclave sur-
rounded by Sunni areas in the restive
Diyala province.

Eight policemen and six civilians were
killed and up to 41 people were wounded,
the officers said, adding that the explosion
also damaged nearly 20 cars lined up at the
checkpoint.

In an online statement, IS group claimed
responsibility for the attack.  The
Associated Press could not verify the
authenticity of the statement, but it was
posted on a militant website commonly
used by the extremists.

In Baghdad, separate bomb explosions
rocked three commercial areas - Ghazaliya,
Bayaa and al-Ameen - later on Monday,
killing nine and wounding 26, police said.

No one immediately claimed responsi-
bility for these attacks, which bore the hall-

marks of the extremist Islamic State group.
Commercial areas and big gatherings of
Shiite followers are among the most com-
mon targets for the extremist group.

Medical officials confirmed the casualty
figures. Both officials spoke on condition of
anonymity as they were not authorized to
talk to the media. Since late last year, the
group has suffered a string of territorial
losses, most recently in Fallujah, where it
was driven out last month by Iraqi forces
after occupying the city for more than two
years. But the extremists have continued to
carry out near-daily bombings in and
around Baghdad, as well as complex
attacks in other countries.

On Sunday, IS claimed responsibility for
a suicide attack on a checkpoint in
Baghdad that also killed 14 people and
wounded 31. The Islamic State group still
controls significant areas in northern and
western Iraq, including the country’s sec-
ond-largest city of Mosul. Since its 2014
blitz, IS has declared an Islamic caliphate on
the territory it holds in Iraq and Syria.

The Sunni militant group recently
stepped up its attacks far from the front
lines in what Iraqi officials see as an
attempt to distract from their battlefield
losses. —AP

Suicide bomber kills 14 at Iraq 
checkpoint; 9 die in Baghdad

AMMAN, JORDAN: UN aid agen-
cies have procured cranes to hoist
large amounts of food and other
supplies over an earthen barrier to
tens of thousands of Syrians
stranded on the border with
Jordan, but are still waiting for
Jordan’s promised go-ahead, an
official said yesterday.

The cranes are to drop a one-off
shipment of 30 days’ worth of food
in two large encampments along a
remote desert stretch on the bor-
der - an area known as the berm
because of two parallel earthen
mounds that roughly mark the
frontier.

Final go-ahead 
Jordan agreed to the shipment

in mid-July, but has failed to give
the final go-ahead for the opera-
tion, said a senior aid official who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because she was not authorized to
brief reporters.

She said the logistics for the
shipment are in place, including
the procurement of cranes that are
to hoist the heavy packages from
Jordanian soil  over the berm.
Jordan’s government spokesman
could not immediately be reached
for comment.

Jordan sealed the berm area
more than a month ago, after a
cross-border attack by Islamic State
extremists killed seven Jordanian
troops. The closure halted what
until then had been regular aid
deliveries from Jordan’s territory to
more than 60,000 Syrians stranded
on the other side of the berm.

Jordan says its security concerns
trump other considerations,
including sending humanitarian
aid to Syrians trying to escape civil
war at home. Jordanian officials

have said Islamic State militants
have infiltrated the two camps and
pose a threat to Jordan’s security.

Since the border closure, only
sporadic water deliveries have
reached the area, where most resi-
dents are women and children.
Refugees have described increas-
ingly dire conditions, including
extreme heat, lawlessness, flimsy
shelters, rising piles of garbage and
a shortage of food and clean water.

The aid official said Monday that
“the situation is really getting
worse every day for these people.”

The one -off shipment was
meant to buy time for aid agencies
to find other ways to deliver sup-
plies to the two tent camps,
though there appears to be no
simple alternative. Air drops could
mean aid gets into the wrong
hands, including those of black
market profiteers, and it’s not clear

how aid convoys could safely cross
front lines to reach the berm from
inside Syria.

Close to 5 million Syrians have
fled their homeland in five years of
civil war. Increasingly, overbur-
dened refugee host countries
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey have
closed their borders,  trapping
many Syrians in dangerous war
zones. Jordan hosts more than
650,000 refugees. —AP

JERUSALEM: A senior Israeli official will
travel to Washington next week in the
hopes of signing a long-anticipated agree-
ment that could result in increased US mili-
tary assistance to Israel, the Israeli prime
minister’s office said yesterday.

The premier’s office said in a statement
that Brig. Gen. (Res.) Jacob Nagel, acting
head of Israel’s National Security Council,
will meet White House officials to sign an
agreement “as soon as possible.”

The US gives Israel $3.1 billion annually
in an agreement expiring before the 2018
fiscal year. The Obama administration has
offered Israel an enhanced decade-long

military aid package to ease Israel’s con-
cerns over the US-led Iranian nuclear deal.

Since the Iran deal was signed, the US
and Israel have haggled over how much
Israel would receive. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu once reportedly sug-
gested Israel might get a better deal from
the next US administration. White House
officials declined to comment on Israel’s
announcement of Nagel’s visit, but said U.S.
and Israeli officials are in regular contact to
try to finalize the deal. The Israeli prime
minister’s office said Israel does not seek an
increase in the already agreed upon $3.1
billion for the 2017 fiscal year.  — AP

Cranes ready to drop aid into
Syrian camps await Jordan nod

JORDON: In this Sunday, July 10, 2016 photo, trash bakes in the sun from 64,000 Syrian refugees stranded
in the Ruqban border camp in northeast Jordan. —AP

Israel advances plans for 
770 settlement homes

Israel hopes to sign new US 
military aid package soon


