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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Ministry of Information
started the implementation of law number
8/2016 to regulate electronic media, which
was approved and published in the Official
Gazette Sunday. The new law is to regulate
all web-based publications including elec-
tronic news services, bulletins, websites of
newspapers and televisions and the likes.
Under the legislation, all these services
must obtain a license from the government
before they can operate.

The first article in the Electronic Media
tackled the activity that includes publishing
or broadcasting items and forms of a media
service of electronic content that is pro-
duced, developed, upgraded, dealt with,
broadcast, published or reached through
the Internet or any other communications
network.

The electronic media is considered one
of the components of the information sys-
tem in the country, and the freedom of its
use is guaranteed for all according to the
rules of this law, and there is no prior cen-
sorship on what is circulated of content via
electronic sites and facilities.

A list of licensed websites and electronic
media facilities is published at the ministry’s
website, providing details for the licensee,
the responsible manager, employees, and
purpose of the website. The executive regu-
lations of this law shall control polls carried
out by licensed websites and electronic
media facilities.

Information sites
Meanwhile, the state cares for electronic

information sites and facilities that are
under this law, and those working in them,
and provides the necessary facilities to go
along with the continued technological
development of electronic media according
to the organization of the executive rules of
this law.

With consideration of rules of any other
law, anyone who wants to establish or oper-
ate any sites or electronic information facili-
ties mentioned in the previous article must
obtain a license from the ministry, and the

validity of the license is 10 renewable years
at the request of the licensee and the min-
istry’s approval.

The license for any of the activities that
are under the rules of the law must practice
the activity within six months from receiv-
ing the license, and the ministry can extend
this period by a maximum of an additional
six months at the request of the licensee.

Any license rental will be null and void,
and cannot be sold or waived without prior
approval from the ministry, and the buyer

or the person who receives the waiver must
meet the conditions mentioned in this law
to issue the license. The heirs of the licensee
can ask for transfer of the license to them
within one year from the date of death or to
another person if the conditions are met.

Comprehensive law
Kuwaiti Minister of Information and

Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Homoud Al-
Sabah asserted that Kuwait was among the
first countries that have legislated a com-
prehensive electronic media law.

In a press statement during a tour to the
electronic publishing department at the
ministry, he said that the law will regulate
electronic publishing, websites, blogs and
social media in Kuwait. He called on all elec-
tronic media outlets to abide by law 8/2016
as to contribute to the growth of the media
sector.

Moreover, the ministry called on all elec-
tronic media outlets to abide by law 8/2016,
as contributors to the growth of the media
sector. The ministry also underscored how
helpful these media outlets can be to
staving off extreme ideologies, while
espousing various virtues for the better-
ment of the nation.

The law works to promote freedom of
expression while ensuring unhindered
access to information. It also aims to elimi-
nate all impediments to the spread of infor-
mation on electronic media outlets in a way
that would conserve national values and
interests. — KUNA

Kuwait’s trade
surplus with

Japan narrows 
TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan shrank
66.2 percent from a year earlier to JPY 17.5 billion
($164 million) in June, falling for the 13th month in
a row, as exports declined more than half, the
Japanese Finance Ministry said yesterday. But
Kuwait maintained monthly black ink with Japan
for eight years and five months, the ministry said in
a preliminary report.

Kuwaiti overall exports to Japan plunged 54.5
percent year-on-year to JPY 32.2 billion ($303 mil-
lion) for the 13th straight monthly drop, and
imports from Japan also decreased 23.0 percent to
JPY 14.7 billion ($138 million), down for the first
time in two months.

Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan also nar-
rowed by 42.8 percent to JPY 320.5 billion ($3.0 bil-
lion) last month, with Japan-bound exports tum-
bling 34.7 percent from a year earlier. Crude oil,
refined products, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and
other natural resources, which accounted for 94.6
percent of the region’s total exports to Japan, slid
35.2 percent. The region’s overall imports from
Japan declined 17.8 percent, chiefly due to weak
shipments of vehicle, steel and machinery.

Japan’s global trade balance returned to surplus
in June, reflecting a continued decline in energy
prices, though both exports and imports declined.
The world’s third-biggest economy posted the first
trade black ink in two months at JPY 692.8 billion
($6.5 billion) last month. Overall exports fell 7.4 per-
cent from the year before. Imports decreased 18.8
percent, with value of crude oil plunging 31.2 per-
cent due to low prices. Deficit with China, Japan’s
biggest trade partner, slid 19.0 percent to 335.1 bil-
lion yen ($3.2 billion). The trade data are measured
on a customs-cleared basis before adjustment for
seasonal factors. — KUNA

Zakat House 
underscores depth
of Kuwaiti-Egyptian

relations
CAIRO: Kuwait’s Zakat House Director General Dr
Ibrahim Al-Saleh underscored yesterday the depth of
ties between Kuwait and Egypt, and what he described
as fruitful cooperation between both nations. Saleh
made those comments in a statement on the sidelines
of the ninth meeting of the Egyptian Zakat House’s
Security Council, presided over by the Grand Sheikh of
Al-Azhar Ahmed El-Tayeb.

Moreover, Saleh said he is proud of Kuwait’s humani-
tarian and philanthropic works all across the globe,
including Egypt. The meeting tackled various issues ger-
mane to philanthropy and new measures taken to alle-
viate the hardships of the destitute. The Security
Council of the Egyptian Zakat House, made up of a bevy
of specialists and economists, is tasked with drawing up
plans and handling projects, in addition to regulating
and dividing assets. — KUNA
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Law regulates all web-based publications
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Navy carries out
‘underwater

explosion’ drills 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s naval force will conduct “underwater
explosion” drills today, starting at 7 am and ending at 6
pm, the Defense Ministry has announced. The drills
training field is 16.5 nautical miles east of Ras Al-Julaiah
to Qaruh island and 6 nautical miles east of Ras Azour to
Um Al-Mirdam island, a statement by the ministry’s
Moral Guidance and Public Relations said yesterday. It
urged sea goers to avoid the area during the
announced dates for their safety. — KUNA


