
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2016

L O C A L
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KUWAIT: Temperatures in Kuwait reached 54
degrees Celsius last week, setting a record for
the hottest day ever, according to several
reports. The blistering temperature was record-
ed in Mitribah in Kuwait. The weather was not
the only thing that has been affected. Acting
Chairman of the Kuwait Fishermen’s Union Jalal
Al-Shammari told Kuwait Times that the ‘abnor-
mal’ heat wave that swept Kuwait will affect fish
production this summer.

Shammari said large amounts of fish were
affected by the high temperatures, especially
those that live on the surface of the water. “High
temperatures lead to reduced amounts of oxy-
gen that dissolves in the water, which make us
lose large amounts of Kuwaiti maid fish, estimat-
ed in tons annually,” he said.

About the shrimping season, he said that the
heat wave will not affect large fish and shrimp
and other species that live on the seabed. “The
deeper you go, the more the temperature will
drop,” Shammari said. The Kuwait Fishermen
Union said the shrimping season in international
waters will start on Aug 1, adding that the union
took undertakings from license owners and boat
skippers to comply with the laws and Amiri
decrees.

Yesterday’s weather was relatively hot and
humid, especially on coastal areas, according to
the Kuwait Meteorological Center. Maximum
temperature reached 45 degrees Celsius while
the minimum temperatures was 29 degrees
Celsius recorded in the morning.

High humidity is expected to continue
tomorrow and throughout the weekend, veteran
meteorologist Essa Ramadan was quoted yester-
day, adding that the temperatures during that
period would vary between 40 and 47 degrees
Celsius. The hot temperatures are expected to
last until the end of August, before they start

dropping after the Canopus star appears in the
night sky on September 6, Ramadan said. Kuwait
reportedly recorded a temperature of 54 C
degrees last Thursday; the highest temperature
ever recorded in the eastern hemisphere and
could be the highest temperature ever recorded
on earth.

Heat wave to affect
local fish production

Humidity to continue throughout the weekend

KUWAIT: The beachfront pictured during a hot and humid day in Kuwait City yesterday. —KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
delivered his first State of the Nation Address
(SONA) yesterday, and Filipinos in Kuwait
applauded his three-week old government.
Many Filipinos here are satisfied with the per-
formance and quick actions under Duterte’s
watch, especially on issues related to drugs and
corruption. Duterte vowed to show ‘no mercy’ in
his bloody war on crime, warning criminals that
priests and human rights advocates cannot pro-
tect them from being killed. A defiant Duterte
devoted a large chunk of his inaugural ‘State of
the Nation’ address to his law and order cam-
paign, which has claimed hundreds of lives since
he took office on June 30. Duterte said the crack-
down on illegal drugs won’t stop until the last
drug lord is punished. At least 130,000 drug
addicts have surrendered and almost 300 killed
by authorities since he assumed the presidency
on July 1, 2016. 

“There will be no let-up in this campaign.
Double your efforts, triple them, if needed. We
will not stop until the last drug lord, the last fin-
ancier and the last pusher have surrendered or
put behind bars or below the ground if they
wish so,” the president said. Duterte, who prom-
ised to suppress crime and drugs within six
months, said he is ready to kill anyone who
destroys the youth and the country with illegal
drugs. He also vowed to wage a “bloody” and
“ruthless” campaign against the narcotics trade,
alarming human rights advocates who are wor-
ried that it could lead to extralegal killings.  

Very proud
“Of course I am really proud of my president!

He knows how to manage the country. He is bril-
liant at it and has shown it to us since day one,
when he decided to run as president of the
country,” Lea, a 35-year old Pinay saleslady, told
Kuwait Times. Filipinos in Kuwait are also happy
on how the Duterte government is planning to
ease traffic congestions in Metro Manila. He said
that he will be adding more mass transport
means including a bullet train to make sure that
the daily suffering of commuters will  be
addressed soon. 

“I like his promises to ease the traffic in Metro
Manila by constructing more mass-transport sys-
tems. I like the bullet train plan from Subic to
Manila - we really need to have it,” said Rina, a
Filipino teacher. Duterte also urged the 17th
Congress to pass the proposed Bangsamoro

Basic Law (BBL) without provisions deemed to
violate the constitution. “The only way forward is
to give the BBL, minus the illegal provisions
under the constitution,” he said. 

“I like him as my president because he never
forgets people from Mindanao, the Muslim peo-
ple and his roots. He said that he has the blood
of Mindanao and so his heart goes to every one
of us with very less opportunities in Mindanao. I
liked the start of his speech, that we cannot
move forward if we allow the past to pull us
back. These are amazing and inspiring words for
everyone, although I know he is trying to indi-
rectly refer to Aquino, the former president,” said
Melvin, from Luzon. 

Improved services
Duterte ordered DOLE Sec Silvestre Bello to

hasten the plan to improve services for Overseas
Filipino Workers (OFWs) and plan to create a sep-
arate department dealing only with OFWs.
Duterte said that the government is looking to
help OFWs become financially literate by imple-
menting “mandatory financial education for all

migrants”. One of the chronic problems that
beset Filipino workers, particularly in the Middle
East, is running into huge debts.

The president also said that he will  ask
Congress to have a bill approved to create a
national department for OFWs. “I think the plan
for OFWs is really unique. We always wanted a
president who heard the cries of people, and not
someone with no empathy towards the people
and the need of his constituency,” a Filipina
worker said. Duterte, 71, won the May election in
a landslide after promising to quickly eradicate
crime by unleashing security forces with shoot-
to-kill orders, and vowing that tens of thousands
of people would die. Meanwhile in the SONA,
Duterte also announced a unilateral ceasefire
with communist rebels waging one of Asia’s
longest insurgencies, saying it is his “dream” to
end the rebellion. “To immediately stop violence
on the ground and restore peace in the commu-
nities ... I am now announcing a unilateral cease-
fire,” Duterte told lawmakers. “We will strive to
have a permanent and lasting peace before my
term ends. That is my goal and my dream.”

Filipinos in Kuwait hail 
first address of Duterte
New president plans to improve services for OFWs 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte (Center) delivers his State of the Nation
Address at Congress in Manila yesterday. Duterte announced  a unilateral ceasefire with
communist rebels who are waging one of Asia’s longest insurgencies, and urged them to
reciprocate. — AFP

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member
and chairman of the state’s structural
plan committee Ali Al-Mousa said
tourism is one of the important sources
of income in several countries, making
those countries depend on tourism as a
main source of income.
Mousa said that although
there are legislations for
tourism projects that were
approved in 2008 in the
structural plan, but it is still
in the drawers and the
plan remains only on
paper.

He said that based on
the available capabilities
in Kuwait,  tourism can
become a second source
of income after oil. He said
the problem is in the slow-
ness of the documentation
cycle and hesitation in
implementing decisions
due to the weak administration by some
officials, despite the existence of legisla-
tions to execute tourism projects. Mousa
said the Kuwaiti people are educated
and knowledgeable of the most modern
tourist projects and want them, but
tourism development in the country is
still weak and needs major support from
the government.

Extra burial period
Director of the funerals department

at Kuwait Municipality Faisal Al-Awadhi
submitted a proposal to the Assistant
Director General for Municipal Services
Sector Fahd Al-Musabbahi to hold buri-
als three times a day instead of two. He
said the proposed times for burials are 9

am, after Asr prayers and
after Isha prayers, instead
of the current 9 am and
post-Asr times Awadhi
said that his proposal was
made as deaths are on the
rise, resulting in crowding
at the cemetery due to the
increased number of those
attending the funerals.

Medical licenses
The Health Ministry

sent letters to the Finance
Ministry, requesting allo-
cating a building for the
medical licenses depart-
ment. It also urged select-

ing a new location to replace the current
one, which is made of mobile homes.
The health ministry said the department
receives hundreds of patrons every day,
including doctors, pharmacists and their
representatives. In addition, medical cer-
tificates from hospital and health cen-
ters in the private sector are being
authenticated at the department.

Councilor calls for promoting
tourism as new income source

Ali Al-Mousa

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Residency detectives
arrested an Asian man who
attempted to bribe a public
employee. The relations and securi-
ty information department said in a
statement that a policeman at the
residency detectives said an Indian
man offered him KD 1,100 in order
to release a detainee who is await-
ing deportation.

Liquor brewery busted
Farwaniya security directorate

carried out several traffic and securi-
ty campaigns that resulted in the
discovery of a local liquor brewery
run by two Sri Lankans, in addition
to arresting three Indians distribut-

ing liquor, while 150 bottles were
confiscated. Traffic campaigns
resulted in impounding 29 vehicles,
handing citations for 67 traffic viola-
tions including 25 for parking in dis-
abled designated areas, 25 taxi per-
mit violations, in addition to 19 traf-
fic obstruction violations.
Separately, Farwaniya police raided
a brothel where 32 men and women
were arrested. They are being
deported.

Workers injured
Six persons were injured follow-

ing a fire in a Dhahr house yester-
day. Qurain and Mubarak Al-Kabeer
fire centers responded to the blaze
at a labor residence made of corru-
gated metal on the roof of a house,

which had several  cooking gas
cylinders. The building was evacu-
ated, and six Asian natioanls were
transferred to hospital. Another fire
broke out in Zahra, and Subhan
center responded. The fire was in a
tent inside the house’s yard. The fire
was put out and no injuries were
reported.

Traffic campaign
The traffic sector carried out sev-

eral traffic campaigns in Kuwait’s
governorates in the period from July
17 to 23. The campaign resulted in
issuing 39,584 violations, impound-
ing 1,500 vehicles, six motorcycles
and detaining 35 persons, while 12
expats were sent for deportation for
driving without a license.

Three persons arrested yesterday with homebrewed
liquor bottles.

Man bribes officer to release deportee
Six hurt in Dhahr house fire

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior
Ministry yesterday shows a man accused of bribing an offi-
cer to release a detainee, along with the cash he offered.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Coastguard Department carried out cleaning campaigns at
Um Al-Maradem Island, in cooperation with Kuwait Municipality and the Kuwait
Dive Team. A large number of metal pieces that were damaging coral reefs were
removed, the Interior Ministry said in a statement yesterday.


