
Ar tist Christo’s orange floating
walkway on a northern Italian lake
closed yesterday after attracting

over a million visitors, twice as many as
expected. The three-kilometer (1.9-mile)
undulating path made of 200,000 float-
ing cubes has proved a major hit with
the public since it opened on Lake Iseo
in June. Covered in bright orange fabric,
the pier stands in stark contrast with the
dark water as it links the small islands of
Monte Isola and San Paolo to the shore. 

“People come from everywhere to
walk to nowhere. Not to shop, not to
meet friends, they just walk, to nowhere,”
said the Bulgarian-born American artist,
who once wrapped Berlin’s parliament in
fabric. Visitors from around the world
have flocked to try “The Floating Piers,”
many of them going barefoot to get an
idea of what it feels like to walk on water.
Local officials said Cristo’s creation
attracted an average of 100,000 people a
day, and up to 120,000 at weekends.

Shuttle buses from nearby carparks
and trains from the closest big town,
Brescia, were often suspended in order
to keep the crowds manageable. The
installation, made of completely recycla-
ble plastic, cost 15 million euros ($16.7
million) to create but has been free to
the public. Last month an Italian con-

sumer group said the huge cost of clean-
ing up after the visitors and ensuring
their safety raised questions about
whether it should have been allowed.

While Christo had promised a 24-hour
sensory experience, the local authorities
at one stage closed the exhibit at night
in order to allow for cleaning. There were
dozens of medical interventions each
day, including some that required hospi-
tal treatment. A medical post had to be
set up to handle those overcome by the
crowds or merely from waiting their turn
in the heat. But it could be the weather
that spoils its final day, when rain is fore-
cast. Wet weather has already caused the
temporary closure of the orange bridge
on several occasions.

“Given the anticipated numbers this
weekend, visitors should be prepared
for wait times and the possibility of not
making it on the piers due to capacity,”
the organizers warned on Facebook.
Christo first rose to fame along with his
late wife Jeanne-Claude for their eye-
catching wrapping-up of famous land-
marks like the Pont Neuf across the
Seine in Paris in 1985. A similar project
at Berlin’s Reichstag 10 years later took
almost a quar ter  of  a  centur y of
bureaucratic wrangling to get off the
ground. — AFP

People walk on the installation ‘The Floating Piers’ by Bulgarian-born artist Christo
Vladimirov Yavachev known as Christo, on the Lake Iseo, northern Italy. — AP 

A Pakistani girl prays on the night of Laylat Al-Qadr (in Islamic belief the night when the first verses of the Quran were revealed) in a mosque in Karachi on July 2, 2016.  The Islamic month of Ramadan is coming to a close with Muslims expect-
ed to mark the Eid A Fitr holiday between July 6 and 8, depending on the sighting of the new moon. — AFP
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Visitors to the Army Museum
in Paris are being treated to
the rare sight of two taxider-

mists at work restoring a stuffed
horse-the last one ridden by
Napoleon Bonaparte. “Le Vizir” is a
little worse for wear more than 200
years after carrying the emperor to
victory against the Prussians and
the Russians-not to mention being
stuffed not just once, but twice. “It’s
a specimen that has suffered,” was
the expert, if understated, assess-
ment of taxidermist Yveline Huguet
as she worked putty into a crack in
Le Vizir’s chest.

The white Arabian stallion, a gift
to Napoleon from an Ottoman sul-
tan in 1802, sports a brand on his
rump made up of an N topped with
a crown. One of the emperor’s
favorites-recalling great victories at
Jena and Eylau-he accompanied his
master to exile in Elba after
Napoleon’s first forced abdication
in 1814. By the time Napoleon
swept back to power-for 100 days-
in France the following year after
escaping from Elba, Le Vizir was old
enough to retire. So, while Le Vizir
also returned to France he was
spared the ignominy that awaited
Napoleon at Waterloo. Instead he
spent his twilight years in the care
of Leon de Chanlaire, an officer of
the imperial stables, while
Napoleon was banished to the
British crown colony of Saint
Helena in the southern Atlantic.

Unstuffed, restuffed 
Chanlaire had Le Vizir stuffed

shortly after the horse died at the

ripe old age of 33 in 1826. But fear-
ing that reprisals against those sus-
pected of ties to Napoleon would
extend to the emperor’s horse,
Chanlaire sold Le Vizir on to William
Clark, an Englishman living in
northern France. Chanlaire “had a
few relationship problems with the
regime of Charles X, because he
was very supportive of the empire,”
said Gregory Spourdos, the 36-
year-old deputy curator of the
Army Museum’s modern section.
But Clark too feared association
with the defunct empire, and he
arranged for Le Vizir to be smug-
gled to England in 1839.

Clark’s compatriot John Greaves
had the stuffing taken out of Le Vizir
so that the precious pelt could be

packed into a trunk and escape the
notice of customs officials. “By the
way, it was on the advice of the
English consul,” Spourdos said. Once
safely across the Channel, Le Vizir
could be restuffed, and he went on
display at the Manchester Natural
History Society in 1843. Today, his
mane neatly kept out of the way
with hairdressers’ clips and his mod-
esty covered by duct tape, Le Vizir
stands stoically on a raised platform
as the two taxidermists go about
restoring him to his former glory.

The project, lasting around four
weeks, involves repairing tears and
cracks, notably a gaping fissure
running down one shoulder. The
taxidermists will also rehydrate the
mounted beast and give it a good

dusting. “Whether it’s Napoleon’s
horse or another, the work is the
same. It’s the historical aspect that’s
unique,” Huguet said. “It’s nice to be
part of a project like this.” The Army
Museum made a crowd-funding
appeal to finance Le Vizir’s restora-
tion, easily surpassing its target of
15,000 euros, taking in 20,534 euros
($23,130). The extra money will be
put towards the purchase of a cli-
mate-controlled glass display case.

‘Napoleon’s oldest companion’ 
Le Vizir was finally repatriated in

1868, after the Manchester society
had “a few financial difficulties and
had to give up the horse,” Spourdos
said. By then, “Le Vizir could return
to France because it was Napoleon
III who reigned... so of course every-
thing linked to Napoleon I was wel-
come,” he said. But Napoleon’s
nephew ruled for only two more
years until France’s defeat at the
hands of the Prussians. With the
empire consigned to history, Le
Vizir was consigned to a storeroom
of the Louvre Museum for more
than 30 years “a bit forgotten”, the
curator said.

Le Vizir finally took up his place
at the Army Museum-just a short
trot away from his master’s impos-
ing tomb under the dome of Les
Invalides, in 1905. “Both had gone
to England-one to Saint Helena and
the other to Manchester, and then...
the master and his horse meet
again here, not far from each other,”
Spourdos said. “He’s Napoleon’s
oldest companion (with) 200 years
of shared history.” — AFP

Napoleon’s last horse to strut his stuff after makeover

Christo’s hugely
popular floating orange

walkway closes

Two people restore Vizir, the last horse of Napoleon Bonaparte the Ist,
at the Museum of the Army - Musee de l’ Armee at the Hotel des
Invalides in Paris. — AFP photos

Afghan vendors 
prepare sweets at a
traditional bakery
for the upcoming Eid
Al-Fitr holiday to
mark the end of the
holy fasting month
of Ramadan, in the
old part of Kabul,
Afghanistan, 
yesterday. —AP


