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The Kuwait Times is publishing daily reviews of two
Kuwaiti soap operas showing on Al Rai TV and MBC
Drama. Here is the recap of the 25th and 26th episodes:

‘Saq Al Bamboo’ (Bamboo stalk)
Hind visits Ghasan and they start talking about their past

and keenly remembers Rashid. Elsewhere, Eisa tells Noor that
he wants to return to the Philippines after he finds out that his
father is dead. He complains that he is not leaving his room
and is not happy in Kuwait. Noor tells him that she loves him
but he doesn’t reply.

Afterwards, Khawla blames Noor for telling Eisa she loves
him and is convinced this will lead to even bigger problems
because her grandmother and her mother will never accept
this relation.  Ghanima then tells Eisa to get out of the house
as his father is not coming back. She says that he brought
bad luck since he came to live at the house, but he doesn’t
want to leave.

Meanwhile, Khawla tells Hind that Noor loves Eisa, and
Hind speaks to Noor saying that she may be sympathizing
with him. But Noor sees a common ground with Hind’s story
with Ghasan. Ghanima’s neighbor Um Jaber comes to pro-
pose her son Jaber to Noor. While they are talking the maid
calls Ghanima who goes immediately to Eisa’s room to find
him and Noor talking and sitting close to each other.
Ghanima then immediately kicks him out of the house.
Ghanima also calls Nooriya to come and take her daughter
Noor. When Noor ’s brother Eisa asks her why she left
Ghanima’s house she just said she doesn’t want to go to
Ghanima’s ever house again.   

‘Been Galbin’ (between two hearts) 
Bashar drops Rashid to his house and Marzouq comes out

and is begins talking to him rudely. The employees are abus-
ing Bashar with comments about how much Aryam is spend-
ing on him. When he comes home upset, Aryam again sug-
gests that she lends him money to start his own business, but
he is not excited. Dana’s father is thinking of Farida again so he
visits her at her office with Dana and Masoud. Later he meets
her in a cafÈ and tells her that he didn’t forget her and she

admits she never forgot him as well.
Masoud is sending flowers to Dana in her office, but she

still loves Bashar. But she starts to think of forgetting the past,
and wants her father to forget as well. So she removes her
mom’s photos from her father’s bedroom, and tells him if he
wants her to marry Masoud he has to marry Farida and he
agrees.

Bashar resigns from his work in the ministry and Aryam
promises his colleague Nawal to pay her for allowing Bashar

to leave his job. Nawal then sends Aryam a SMS with her bank
account but Bashar reads it and stats a fight with her. Bashar
then goes to his house and remembers Dana looking at the
photos and Noora is also in the house looking at the photos of
Yasmin. She tells Bashar she misses both Yasmin and Dana,
and she blames him for divorcing Dana. Feeling upset, he con-
fesses to her the truth to what happened with Aryam.

‘Saq Al Bamboo’ and ‘Been Galbin’: Episodes 25 & 26
Soap opera recap 

As saxophone supremo Charles Lloyd pushes out a cas-
cade of soaring notes, jazz aficionados in Montreux
sway in rapture. The legendary American musician was

back on stage at the opening of this year’s Montreux Jazz
Festival, half a century after he headlined the first festival in
the idyllic Swiss town in 1967. He was followed by fabled jazz
pianist Monty Alexander, who first played Montreux in 1976,
and who returned to revisit the celebrated recording he made
on that occasion called “Montreux Alexander”.

Forty years on, his fingers fly over the keys, prompting
some in the 300-seat venue to jump out of their seats and
start dancing in the aisles. “It was just a mythical concert,”
enthused Jacques Emery, a 69-year-old pensioner. “I was float-
ing. I think actually I levitated in my seat.” That was the kind of
almost spiritual experience Lloyd, 78, was aiming for, he told
AFP ahead of Thursday’s concert, saying he himself receives
the music from a higher authority and just allows it flow
through him.

“I like to go as an empty vessel as possible and let the cre-
ator fill me up and fill all of us,” he said, smiling behind his dark
glasses. The septuagenarian sways and grooves on stage like a
man half his age, arching his back and lifting his knee up to
meet his saxophone. “I’m drunk with the music and it informs
me and it elevates me and puts me in the zone,” he said.

‘When giants roamed’ 
Lloyd, who was one of the first jazz artists to sell more than

a million copies of a record, first began playing with stars as a

boy growing up in Memphis. “I’ve been blessed to play with
some of the greatest musicians on the planet. I’ve been
around when giants roamed the earth,” he said, listing blues
legends like Howlin Wolf and BB King among those he has
accompanied.

Jazz greats like Duke Ellington, Johnny Hodges and Harry
Carney, who used to stay at his childhood home when they
came to town, also played a formative role in his musical edu-
cation. “They told my mother to have me be a doctor, lawyer
or Indian chief, not this (jazz musician), because it’s too hard,”
he said, “But I was bit by the cobra, so it was too late.” Jamaica-
born Monty Alexander, 72, has also played with a number of
luminaries over the course of his career. “I recorded with Tony
Bennett, (and) I knew Miles Davis very well,” he told AFP this
week.

Like Lloyd, he also found a mentor in the Duke. “Duke
Ellington was one of the people that wrote a letter to the US
immigration to allow me to stay in America,” he said. “The oth-
er one was Frank Sinatra.” Alexander, who taught himself to
play the piano as a boy but never learned to read music, says
he considered himself “so fortunate to do something that did-
n’t feel like I was working.” “I still feel like it’s a dream. How can
you make music and get paid for it?” he said. - AFP 

Delight as jazz giants
return to Montreux

French music duo “Air” with Jean-Benoit Dunckel (L) and Nicolas Godin perform during the 50th edition of the Montreux
Jazz Festival on July 1, 2016 in Montreux. — AFP photos 

People walk past a logo of the Montreux Jazz Festival during its 50th edition.

Famous French poet
Yves Bonnefoy 
dies aged 93

Yves Bonnefoy, France’s most famous
contemporary poet and celebrated
translator of Shakespeare whose

poems were translated into 30 languages,
has died at the age of 93, officials confirmed
yesterday. The prolific writer, essayist and
poet, who composed more than 100 books
over his long career, was often tipped as
favorite to win the Nobel prize for literature.
Famous in Italy, Germany and Switzerland
but also throughout the English-speaking
world, Bonnefoy also produced translations
of the works of Yeats, Petrarch and his friend
George Seferis, a celebrated Greek poet.

He died on Friday, according to the
College de France research and education
institute where he was an honorary profes-
sor. Admirers from around the world took to
Twitter to mourn Bonnefoy, known for his
piercing gaze and mop of white hair, many of
them quoting lines from his most famous
works. President Francois Hollande paid trib-
ute to “one of the greatest poets of the 20th
century” and a “total artist, curious about the
world and all its arts, generous with his time
and his talent.”

Bonnefoy was born in 1923 in Tours, in
central France, to a railway-worker father and
a schoolteacher mother. In his early career,
his work tended towards the surreal but he
quickly turned away from this movement
and his first classic-the 1953 “Du mouvement
et de l’immobilite de Douve” (“On the motion
and immobility of Douve”) — went against
the prevailing contemporary literary trends.
His writing career extended well into his 80s
and he picked up several literary awards
along the way, including the 1987 Goncourt
prize for poetry.

He acquired legions of fans who admired
his lack of attachment to a “concept.” “What
saddens me is to see that our education sys-
tem does not give poetry the place it
deserves,” he told French radio in a recent
interview. “Everything around us can serve as
an inspiration for poetry,” he said, which he
saw as “a way of discovering the fundamental
meaning of life.”  —  AFP 

US man charged
in ‘Celebgate’

nude photo hack

AUS man was charged on Friday in relation to
one of the biggest celebrity hacks in which a
phishing scheme led to nude photos of

Hollywood stars being posted online.  Edward
Majerczyk, 28, of Illinois, agreed as part of a deal with
federal authorities in Los Angeles to plead guilty to
one felony count of unauthorized access to a protect-
ed computer to obtain information in what became
known as “Celebgate” in 2014.

The scandal saw nude photos of models and actress-
es such as Jennifer Lawrence and Kate Upton published
online, although none of the celebrities hacked by
Majerczyk were named in the plea deal. He faces up to
five years in federal prison once he enters his guilty plea
in Illinois, where his case is being transferred, prosecu-
tors said.

According to the plea agreement, Majerczyk,
between November 2013 and August 2014, illegally
accessed the Apple iCloud and Gmail accounts of more
than 300 people, including at least 30 celebrities, steal-
ing their videos, photos and naked selfies. Prosecutors
said he snared his victims by sending them emails that
appeared to be from internet service providers, direct-
ing them to a website that collected their usernames
and passwords.

Once Majerczyk had hacked into his victims’ iCloud
and Gmail accounts he had access to a trove of sensitive
photographs and videos, authorities said. However they
added that there was no evidence linking Majerczyk to
the actual leak of nude pictures of celebrities that were
posted online in September 2014.

“ This defendant not only hacked into email
accounts-he hacked into his victims’ private lives, caus-
ing embarrassment and lasting harm,” said Deirdre Fike,
the deputy head of the FBI’s Los Angeles office. “As most
of us use devices containing private information, cases
like this remind us to protect our data.” Another
Pennsylvania man — 36-year-old Ryan Collins-also
pleaded guilty in the case in May. — AFP 

This file photo taken on October 09, 2001 at
the College de France in Paris shows France’s
most famous contemporary poet Yves
Bonnefoy posing. — AFP 

In this June 24, 2016, file photo, “A Prairie Home
Companion” host Garrison Keillor rehearses with the band
at Tanglewood in Lenox. — AP 


