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NEW ORLEANS: Abortion clinics and
their doctors in Louisiana are challeng-
ing new abortion restrictions that
include making women wait longer and
barring a common second-trimester
procedure. The federal lawsuit filed
Friday in Baton Rouge seeks to keep the
new rules from taking effect on Aug. 1.
Among other restrictions, lawmakers
voted to force many women to wait 72
hours and undergo ultrasounds before
getting abortions, and they banned a
procedure called dilation and evacua-
tion. The lawmakers say they only want
to safeguard women’s health, but judges
may decide otherwise following

Monday’s US Supreme Court ruling,
which declared that it’s unconstitutional
to impose medically unnecessary rules
that place an undue burden on access to
abortion. The decision overturning a
Texas law requiring hospital admitting
privileges for abortion doctors was the
court’s strongest defense of abortion
rights in a quarter-century.

The justices blocked enforcement of a
similar Louisiana law in March. Friday’s
suit was filed on behalf of two north
Louisiana clinics and three doctors by
the Center for Reproductive Rights, a
New York-based legal non-profit. The
group’s president and CEO, Nancy

Northup, said legislatures are “burying
women’s right to safe and legal abortion
under an avalanche of unjustified and
burdensome restrictions.” 

‘A web of red tape’ 
“A web of red tape” over abortions is

“driving safe and legal care out of reach
for many Louisiana women and putting
their health and well-being at risk,” her
statement added. Democratic Gov John
Bel Edwards, who “maintains his pro-life
position” on abortion, is reviewing the
lawsuit, according to a statement from
his press secretary Shauna Sanford.
Louisiana would join at least five other

states with the nation’s longest wait
time, 72 hours. 

However, the current 24-hour wait
would remain for women living 150
miles or more from the nearest abortion
provider. The clinics call the wait “an
affront to the dignity and autonomy of
women” that “imposes mental hardship
and suffering, sorrow, and nervousness.”

Other new rules would:  Ban “dilation
and evacuation,” a procedure used to
avoid complications in second-trimester
abortions - unless it’s deemed necessary
to prevent “serious health risk” to the
woman. Require doctors who perform
abortions to be either board-certified or

certifiable in obstetrics and gynecology,
or family medicine. Require abortion
providers to bury or cremate fetal
remains. Prohibit state and local govern-
ment agencies from funding an abortion
clinic or any entity that contracts with
abortion clinics.

The suit says the law “imposes a legal
stigma on abortion clinics, isolating
them by singling them out to Louisiana
businesses as uniquely unqualified enti-
ties with whom to contract.” Deanna
Wallace, legislative director of Louisiana
Right to Life, called them “common-
sense protections for the safety of
women.”—AP

Louisiana clinics challenge new abortion restrictions

NORTH CAROLINA: In this file photo, water rushes along the course at the National Whitewater Center at dusk on the first day of competition in
the canoe slalom Olympic trials, in Charlotte, North Carolina.—AP

RALEIGH, North Carolina: The chlorination and fil-
tration systems at an artificial water rapids course
where Olympic kayakers train were inadequate to
kill a rare, brain-attacking organism, the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention said after an
Ohio teenager died from the amoeba. The rushing
water channels at the US National Whitewater
Center had become so murky with debris that the
chlorine and ultraviolet light that might have killed
the Naegleria fowleri amoeba didn’t work, Dr
Michael Beach said Friday.

“It’s kind of a murky water,” said Beach, the
CDC’s associate director for healthy water.
Speaking by phone, Beach wouldn’t comment on
whether a more effective system could have saved
the life of Lauren Seitz, 18, of Westerville, Ohio. The
whitewater center closed its whitewater rafting
and kayaking operations on June 24. The fast-water
channels will be drained, dried and scrubbed to kill
any vestiges of the amoeba, the non-profit said on
its web site. The website didn’t indicate when the
rapids course might reopen. 

A spokesman for the center declined to com-
ment Friday on the CDC findings. Seitz died June
19, just three weeks after graduating from high
school and more than a week after returning home
to suburban Columbus, Ohio, from a church group
trip that included a visit to the whitewater center
about 15 miles west of Charlotte. Her only known
underwater exposure was thought to be when her
raft overturned at the whitewater center.

‘Odds of amoeba’
The center held Olympic qualifying trials for US

canoe and kayak competitors in April and also
hosted the qualifying races before the 2012 and
2008 Olympics, said Aaron Mann, a spokesman for
USA Canoe/Kayak. American Olympians haven’t
used the Charlotte course in recent weeks because
they’ve been competing in Europe ahead of a
training camp in France leading up to the Rio de
Janeiro games, he said.

The amoeba is very common in lakes and other
kinds of warm, fresh water, yet it’s very rare that it
will make anyone sick, said Dr Thomas Kerkering,
chief of infectious diseases cat Virginia Tech
Carilion School of Medicine in Roanoke, Virginia.
The amoeba won’t infect a person who drinks or
swallows water containing it, and must enter the
body through the nose to cause harm. “Where
most people get it is when they wipe out waterski-
ing and the water goes up their nose,” Kerkering
said. The odds that the organism will cause the
dangerous, brain-eating disease are just about
chance, Kerkering said, since some people jumping
into the water might contract the illness while
most others don’t. Only 138 people nationwide
have been stricken by the disease between 1962
and 2015, according to the CDC. Florida and Texas
have had the most cases with 34 each in that time. 

‘Initial symptoms’
North Carolina had four cases prior to Seitz,

none of them involving the whitewater center,
while Ohio is one of 32 states without a recorded
case over the five-decade span. All five cases last
year were fatal. They were in California, Oklahoma,
Arizona, and two in Texas. The most recent was in
Texas last August. Initial symptoms showing up on
average five days after exposure may include
headache, fever or vomiting and worsen to include
stiff neck, confusion, seizures and hallucinations.

The deadly amoeba was found in all 11 water

samples taken from the National Whitewater
Center’s fast-flowing whitewater channel, said Dr
Stephen Keener, Mecklenburg County’s medical
director. Four samples from the neighboring
Catawba River didn’t find the organism, but it was
found in one sample of the river’s sediment, Keener
said Thursday.

Water for the center’s courses comes from the

Charlotte-Mecklenburg municipal system, two
water wells and rain, the operator said. Seitz
planned to study music and environmental science
at Denison University in Ohio, according to an obit-
uary posted by the funeral home handling
arrangements. A celebration of her life is scheduled
yesterday. Her family didn’t return a telephone call
seeking comment.—AP

Amoeba didn’t die in
center’s murky churn
‘Exposure may include headache, fever or vomiting’

WASHINGTON: Antarctica’s ozone hole finally
is starting to heal, a new study finds. In a tri-
umph of international cooperation over a man-
made environmental problem, research from
the United States and the United Kingdom
shows that the September-October ozone hole
is getting smaller and forming later in the year.
And the study in Thursday’s journal Science
also shows other indications that the ozone lay-
er is improving after it was being eaten away by
chemicals in aerosols and refrigerants. 

Ozone is a combination of three oxygen
atoms; high in the atmosphere, it shields Earth
from ultraviolet rays. The hole has shrunk by
about 1.7 million square miles in the key month
of September since the year 2000 - a decline of
about one-fifth, the study found. That differ-
ence is more than six times larger than the
state of Texas. It also is taking about 10 days
longer to reach its largest size, according to the
study. The hole won’t be completely closed
until mid-century, but the healing is appearing
earlier than scientists expected, said study lead
author Susan Solomon of MIT.

‘Getting better’
“It isn’t just that the patient is in remission,”

Solomon said. “He’s actually starting to get
better. The patient got very sick in the ‘80s
when we were pumping all that chlorine” into
the atmosphere. “I think it ’s a tremendous
cause for hope” for fixing other environment
problems, such as man-made climate change,
said Solomon, who led two US Antarctic expe-
ditions to measure the ozone layer in the
1980s and has also been a leader in studying
global warming.

In the 1970s, scientists suggested that
Earth’s ozone layer - about 6 to 30 miles high
(10 to 50 kilometers) in the stratosphere - was
thinning because of chemicals called chloroflu-
orocarbons from aerosols and refrigerants.
Those chemicals would break down into chlo-
rine that attacked ozone, which at that level
protects people from ultraviolet rays linked to
skin cancer. Then in early 1980s, a hole in the
ozone layer over Antarctica started appearing
in October - and then, September and October
- making the problem more urgent.

Ozone thinned elsewhere on Earth and
already has begun healing in the middle sec-
tion of the planet, but the Antarctic ozone hole
was the gaping wound that grabbed the
world’s attention. The Montreal Protocol , a
1987 global treaty to phase out many of the
ozone-depleting chemicals, led companies to
develop new products that didn’t eat away at
the ozone layer. Still, scientists said it would
take time before the problem would heal. 

Now it is actually getting better, not just sta-
bilizing, based on new observations using dif-
ferent methods to measure the ozone layer,
Solomon said. “There is a sense of ‘mission
accomplished,’” emailed University of California
San Diego’s Mario Molina, who shared the 1995
Nobel Prize for chemistry for his characteriza-
tion of the ozone problem. He praised the
study, in which he played no part.

Last October threw a big scare into scien-
tists who had been tracking the Antarctic. After
years of slow decline, the ozone hole blew up
to its biggest size ever. “It was ‘Oh my God, how
could there be this record large ozone hole’?’
Solomon said. —AP

Antarctica’s ozone hole is
starting to heal: Study

ANTARTICA: In this file photo, Chile’s Navy ship Aquiles moves alongside the Hurd
Peninsula, seen from Livingston Islands, part of the South Shetland Islands archipelago
in Antarctica.—AP

BEIJING: Traditional Chinese medicine risks
extinction if there is a push by the govern-
ment to completely replace the wild animal
parts now used with substitutes, a senior
Chinese lawmaker said yesterday. China,
where an animal-loving middle class has
been trying to change old ways, has pro-
moted substitutes for tiger bones, rhino
horns and certain other wild animal prod-
ucts, but doubts persist about their useful-
ness even among some officials.

Beijing in 1993 banned trade in tiger
bones and rhino horns, both prized in tra-
ditional medicine, as part of global efforts
to halt declining animal stocks. But illegal
poaching continues, driven by il legal
demand in an increasingly affluent country.
Speaking after China amended its wildlife
protection law, Zhai Yong, head of parlia-
ment’s environment and resources protec-
tion committee legislation department,
admitted using wild animals for medicine
was highly controversial. But substitutes
reduce the effectiveness of traditional med-
icine, he said.

“If in the future original products from
wild animals are al l  substituted,  our
Chinese medicine perhaps won’t be of
any use anymore. This issue needs to be
discussed by us Chinese people,” he
added. Commercial tiger farms in China
are legal and tiger parts from these farms

often end up being made into tonics and
going into other medicines, animal rights
groups say. Substitutes exist for tiger
bones and many other products from wild
animals such as bear bile, the extraction
of which from live animals rights groups
condemn as barbaric.

Yan Xun, chief engineer of the wildlife
preservation department in the State
Forestry Administration, said skin and
bones from farmed tigers were “legal
assets” but tiger bones could not be used in
Chinese medicine since the 1993 ban. State
media this week cited another lawmaker,
Jin Hua, as saying the law should not ban
the use of wildlife due to the importance of
traditional Chinese medicine. “Some inter-
national forces use this as a pretext to
attack the raw material requirements for
traditional Chinese medicines, and often
require China to forbid their trade,” she was
quoted as saying. 

The amendments to the wildlife protec-
tion law brought only small changes. It still
permits the continued “utilization” of wild
animals for medicine and also allows for
them to be used in public performances,
something animal rights groups have
expressed concern about as well. While the
revised law bans mistreatment of wild ani-
mals, it contains no specific punishments
for any violations.—Reuters

China defends use of animal
parts in traditional medicine

Dead whale towed off Los Angeles 
County beach ahead of holiday

LOS ANGELES: The reeking carcass of a
dead humpback whale was towed back
out to sea some 24 hours after washing up
at a popular Los Angeles County beach
Friday. Authorities used boats pulling
ropes attached to the tail to pull it off the
sand during the evening high tide, taking
the whale far out to sea and avoiding a
foul stench and grim scene on the beach
as Fourth of July weekend crowds began
arriving.

Authorities had earlier attempted the
procedure at midday, with a bulldozer
pushing, but it was unsuccessful because
of the low tide. The huge whale washed
onto Dockweiler Beach, a long stretch of
sand near the west end of Los Angeles
International Airport, just before 8 pm
Thursday and holiday beachgoers began
arriving in the morning. Lifeguards posted
yellow caution tape to keep people away
and biologists took samples to determine
what caused the death of the humpback,
an endangered species. 

Beachgoers watching from a distance
covered their noses. Tail markings were
compared with a photo database and
found that the same whale had been spot-
ted three times previously off Southern
California between June and August of last
year by whale watchers who gave it the
nickname Wally, said Alisa Schulman-
Janiger, a whale research associate with
the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County.

‘Entanglement scars’ 
At the time of the prior sightings the

humpback was covered with whale lice,
which usually means a whale is in poor
physical condition, but it was also actively
feeding and breaching, she said.
Schulman-Janiger said she noticed healed
entanglement scars on its tail indicating
that in the past it been snarled in some
sort of fishing line. The carcass was in rela-
tively good condition which meant the

whale could have died as recently as
Thursday morning, she said.

The whale was about 46 feet long and
at least 15 years old, meaning it  had
reached maturity, said Justin Greenman,
stranding coordinator for the National
Marine Fisheries Service. Skin and blubber
samples were taken for DNA testing along
with fecal matter to be tested for biotoxins.
The experts had hoped to more extensive-
ly open up the whale but due to the holi-
day weekend authorities decided to get it
off the beach as soon as possible,
Greenman said.

North Pacific humpbacks feed along the
West Coast from California to Alaska dur-
ing summer, according to the Marine
Mammal Center, a Sausalito-based ocean
conservation organization. Although the
species’ numbers are extensively depleted,
humpbacks have been seen with increas-
ing frequency off California in recent years,
the center’s website said.

Humpbacks, familiar to whale watchers
for their habits of breaching and slapping
the water, are filter feeders that consume
up to 3,000 pounds of krill, plankton and
tiny fish per day, according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
The whale that washed up is not the same
one spotted earlier in the week off
Southern California tangled in crab pot
lines. That animal was identified as a blue
whale. Efforts by a rescue crew in a small
boat to cut away the line failed, and it dis-
appeared.

California has seen a number of whales
on beaches this year. A humpback carcass
that appeared off Santa Cruz in May had to
be towed out to sea, while a massive gray
whale that ended up on San Onofre State
Beach in April had to be chopped up and
hauled to a landfill. The same month, a dis-
tressed humpback was freed from crab-
bing gear in Monterey Bay. In March, a
dead gray was removed from Torrey Pines
State Beach.—AP

LOS ANGELES: A dead humpback whale lies washed ashore at Dockweiler Beach in
Los Angeles on Friday. —AP


