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American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Baltimore 47 32 .595 -       
Boston 43 36 .544 4       
Toronto 43 39 .524 5.5   
NY Yankees 39 40 .494 8       
Tampa Bay 33 46 .418 14      

Central Division
Cleveland 49 30 .620 -       
Kansas City 42 37 .532 7       
Detroit 42 38 .525 7.5   
Chicago White Sox 40 40 .500 9.5  
Minnesota 25 54 .316 24      

Western Division
Texas 52 29 .642 -       
Houston 43 37 .538 8.5   
Seattle 41 39 .513 10.5  
Oakland 35 45 .438 16.5  
LA Angels 32 48 .400 19.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 49 32 .605 -       
NY Mets 42 37 .532 6       
Miami 42 38 .525 6.5   
Philadelphia 36 45 .444 13      
Atlanta 27 53 .338 21.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 51 28 .646 -       
St. Louis 41 38 .519 10      
Pittsburgh 39 41 .488 12.5  
Milwaukee 35 44 .443 16      
Cincinnati 29 52 .358 23      

Western Division
San Francisco 51 31 .622 -       
LA Dodgers 45 37 .549 6       
Colorado 37 42 .468 12.5  
Arizona 36 46 .439 15      
San Diego 34 46 .425 16      

MLB Results/Standings

Cleveland 2, Toronto 1 (19 innings); Washington 3, Cincinnati 2 (14
innings); Philadelphia 4, Kansas City 3; NY Mets 10, Chicago Cubs 2;
Detroit 10, Tampa Bay 2; Boston 5, LA Angels 4; Miami 7, Atlanta 5
(12 innings); Houston 5, Chicago White Sox 0; Texas 3, Minnesota 2
(10 innings); St. Louis 7, Milwaukee 1; San Francisco 6, Arizona 4;
Pittsburgh 7, Oakland 3; Seattle 5, Baltimore 2; LA Dodgers 5,
Colorado 0.

LOS ANGELES: Mike Conley and All-
Stars Andre Drummond and DeMar
DeRozan are staying put. So are Hassan
Whiteside and Nicolas Batum. Many
more players are on the move - and
some are getting paid like they never
could have imagined.

Chandler Parsons, Evan Turner and
Timofey Mozgov were among the play-
ers cashing in Friday during the first day
of free agency - and really, of a new era -
in the NBA.

With revenues rising and the salary
cap soaring right along with it, good
players were being paid like All-Stars,
while All-Stars were getting contracts
that used to go only to superstars.

Conley is in a class of his own after
agreeing to a $153 million, five-year deal
to remain in Memphis, the biggest deal

handed out yet.
And the players at the top of the class

haven’t even started agreeing to deals
yet. Kevin Durant and Al Horford proba-
bly can’t wait to see what they get after
watching what lesser players on the
market have already received.
For example: Parsons - four years, $94
million from Memphis.
Turner - four years, $70 million from
Portland.
Mozgov - four years, $64 million from
the Lakers.
Their timing was even better than
their play, as they became free agents
at the ideal moment. 

With the NBA’s national TV contracts
worth more than $2.6 billion beginning
with next season, the salary cap that’s
tied to revenues will soar well beyond

its previous record to between $90 mil-
lion-95 million. Some players didn’t
have to wait long to claim their share of
it. Drummond’s five-year maximum con-
tract to stay in Detroit will be worth
$130 million, just a share more than the
$128 million Bradley Beal got to remain
in Washington. DeRozan will do a little
better in Toronto and Charlotte kept
Batum for about $120 million.

But the Hornets lost a couple of key
players from their 48-win team, as
Jeremy Lin got a three year, $36 million
contract from Brooklyn, and the Pacers
lured Al Jefferson to Indiana with a
three-year, $30 million contract.

None of the contracts can be signed
until July 7, after next season’s salary
cap is set and the moratorium is lifted.
Missing out on the money was O.J.

Mayo, the former No. 3 overall pick who
finished last season in Milwaukee and
was a free agent. But he was dismissed
and disqualified from the NBA on Friday
for violating the terms of the league’s
anti-drug program, the first player to
receive that punishment in a decade. He
will be eligible to apply for reinstate-
ment in two years.

His old team was busy, as the Bucks
agreed to terms with free agent shoot-
er Mirza Teletovic on a three-year deal
worth $30 million, and also agreed to
terms on a four-year, $38.4 million
offer sheet with restricted free agent
Matthew Dellavedova. The Cleveland
Cavaliers have the option to match
that deal.

Durant had his first discussions with
another team, meeting with the Golden

State Warriors.   He met with his
Oklahoma City Thunder on Thursday,
before free agency opened, as the for-
mer NBA MVP decides whether to
remain with the franchise that selected
him with the No. 2 pick in 2007.

The other MVP available is LeBron
James, who opted to become a free
agent. But he said last week he intends
to return to Cleveland to defend the
city’s first championship in 52 years.

The Cavaliers’ biggest decision could
be what to do with free agent forward
J.R. Smith, whose 3-point shooting - and
defense - helped Cleveland rally to beat
Golden State in the finals. Smith fits in
well with Cleveland because he follows
James’ lead and he’s embraced a stop-
per’s role given to him by coach Tyronn
Lue. — AP

NBA players cash in as big free agency period opens

TORONTO: Jason Kipnis #22 of the Cleveland Indians gets the force out of Josh Donaldson #20 of the Toronto Blue Jays at second base but cannot turn the double play in the
thirteenth inning during MLB game action on July 1 at Rogers Centre in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

TORONTO: Carlos Santana homered in the
19th inning off infielder Darwin Barney as the
Cleveland Indians set a franchise record by
winning their 14th straight game, 2-1 over the
Toronto Blue Jays on Friday. Cleveland won 13
straight in 1942 and again in 1951. It’s the
longest winning streak since Atlanta won 14
straight in 2013. It’s the longest by an AL team
since Oakland won 20 in a row in 2002.
Santana doubled and scored in the third as the
surging Indians survived a marathon game and
disappointed a sellout crowd that came for a
Canada Day matinee that lasted 6 hours and 13
minutes, featured 19 pitchers and saw 34 left
on base. The 19 innings matched the longest
game in Blue Jays history. Toronto played 19
against Detroit in August 2014. Having used
seven of their eight relievers, the Indians
turned to Saturday’s scheduled starter, Trevor
Bauer, in the 15th. Bauer (7-2) worked five
innings for the win.

MARINERS 5, ORIOLES 2
Kyle Seager and South Korea’s Dae-Ho Lee

hit two-run homers to give Seattle a comeback
victory. Mariners starter Wade LeBlanc (1-0)
picked up his first victory since Sept. 23, 2014,
when he was with the Los Angeles Angels.
LeBlanc, acquired in a trade with Toronto on
June 22, played last season in Japan. Steve
Cishek worked the ninth for his 20th save in 24
opportunities. Kevin Gausman (1-6) went six
innings and allowed three runs and eight hits
with no walks and seven strikeouts.

MARLINS 7, BRAVES 5, 12 INNINGS
Pitcher Jose Fernandez, making the first

pinch-hit appearance of his career, drove in the
go-ahead run with a two-run double in the 12th
inning to lift Miami over Atlanta. The dramatic
moment overshadowed the meltdown of closer
A.J. Ramos, who blew a rare save in the ninth for
Miami. Ramos had converted 33 straight saves,
one short of the franchise record. Fernandez, one
of baseball’s most dynamic starters, began the
game with a .222 batting average in 27 at-bats.
With the pitcher’s spot due up in the 12th and no
position players available, Fernandez batted for
reliever Nick Wittgren (3-1) and delivered the big
hit. Fernandez is Miami’s starter Saturday. Casey
Kelly (0-3), the sixth Atlanta pitcher, took the loss.

METS 10, CUBS 2
Brandon Nimmo’s three-run homer in the

fourth inning was one of five home runs by
New York off Jason Hammel in a game that
ended Jacob deGrom’s 10-start winless streak.
James Loney and Asbrubal Cabrera hit consec-
utive homers in the second inning, just before
a 68-minute rain delay, and Cabrera hit a two-

run drive in the fifth, shortly after Yoenis
Cespedes’ solo shot. New York hit five homers
at home for the first time in 16 years, and
Cespedes reached 20 homers in a season for
the fifth time. DeGrom (4-4) allowed one run
and three hits in five-plus innings, leaving after
the third delay - which brought the total to 1
hour, 19 minutes in a game that ended at 12:05
am. Hammel (7-5) was tagged for career highs
of 10 runs and five homers.

RED SOX 5, ANGELS 4
David Ortiz homered for his 2,000th hit with

Boston and his 522nd career home run, mov-
ing into sole possession of 19th place on base-
ball’s career list and breaking a tie he held with
a trio of Hall of Famers including Red Sox great
Ted Williams. C.J. Cron hit a grand slam for the
Angels, who lost their fourth straight and 10th
in 11. Craig Kimbrel finished up for his 17th
save. Knuckleballer Steven Wright (9-5) got the
win. Jhoulys Chacin (2-5) allowed five runs on
12 hits in just 4 2/3 innings.

GIANTS 6, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Conor Gillaspie fell a home run shy of the

cycle and Johnny Cueto settled down after a
rocky start to earn his 12th victory. Trevor
Brown doubled in two runs and Grant Green
singled in two more for the Giants, who are 5-0
at Chase Field this season. San Francisco’s
Jarrett Parker added a solo homer off reliever
Randall Delgado in the eighth. Cueto (12-1)
gave up four runs in the first three innings and
blanked Arizona for the next four. The right-
hander allowed seven hits in seven innings and
struck out nine with no walks while improving
to 8-0 on the road. Cueto joined Jake Arrieta of
the Chicago Cubs as the only 12-game winners
in the National League.

NATIONALS 3, REDS 2, 14 INNINGS
Ben Revere doubled in the winning run with

two outs in the 14th inning as Washington got
its sixth straight victory. Revere’s liner off the
wall in right-center off Ross Ohlendorf (5-6)
scored Danny Espinosa, who was hit by a pitch
to start the inning. Yusmeiro Petit (3-1), the
sixth Washington pitcher, worked two innings
for the win. The last-place Reds have lost five
straight and nine of 10. They battled for 4
hours, 30 minutes before falling in this one.

ASTROS 5, WHITE SOX 0
Carlos Gomez hit a two-run homer and

Mike Fiers and three relievers combined for a
shutout. It was Houston’s fourth straight victo-
ry and 11th in the last 12 games. Fiers (6-3)
scattered four hits over six innings. The Astros
didn’t have a baserunner until Miguel Gonzalez

(1-4) plunked George Springer to start the
fourth inning.

RANGERS 3, TWINS 2
Ian Desmond homered to lead off the 10th

inning and Sam Dyson as Texas held on for a vic-
tory. Dyson notched his 17th save in 19
attempts. Matt Bush (3-1) pitched two score-
less innings for the win, which lifted the
Rangers to a club-record 52-29 mark at the 81-
game midpoint of their season. Trevor Plouffe
tied the game for the Twins with a two-run
home run in the seventh that spoiled Martin
Perez ’s shutout bid, but Desmond took
Fernando Abad (1-3) deep to start the extra
session.

DODGERS 5, ROCKIES 0
Bud Norris pitched six strong innings while

fill ing in for Clayton Kershaw in his Los
Angeles debut and Adrian Gonzalez drove in
two runs. Acquired from Atlanta on Thursday,
Norris (4-7) overpowered Colorado from the
start, striking out seven of the first 14 hitters.
The right-hander held the Rockies to a single
and a double, and finished with eight strike-
outs. Jorge de la Rosa (5-5) gave up two runs
and five hits in seven innings.

CARDINALS 7, BREWERS 1
Matt Holliday drove in three runs and left-

hander Jaime Garcia threw eight solid innings
for St. Louis. The Cardinals ended a seven-
game home losing streak, their longest since
Aug 2-15, 1983. It was their first home win
since a 6-3 victory over San Francisco on June
5. Garcia (6-6) allowed four hits. He struck out
six and walked four. Matt Garza (1-1) gave up
seven runs, four earned, in 5 2/3 innings. He
struck out six and walked four.

TIGERS 10, RAYS 2
Rookie right-hander Michael Fulmer gave

up two hits in seven shutout innings and
Victor Martinez hit three-run homers from
both sides of the plate in Detroit’s fourth
straight win. Fulmer (8-2) became the first
Detroit pitcher since 1913 to give up one run
or fewer in eight straight starts. He is 6-1 with
a 0.53 ERA in those eight starts. Drew Smyly
(2-9) gave up six hits and four earned runs.

PIRATES 7, ATHLETICS 3
Jody Mercer homered and had an RBI single

and Pittsburgh rallied from three runs down to
beat stumbling ace Sonny Gray (3-7). Pirates
starter Jeff Locke (8-5) also struggled early but
retired the final nine batters he faced to win his
third straight.

PHILLIES 4, ROYALS 3
Jeremy Hel l ickson threw s ix  sharp

innings, Odubel Herrera hit a leadoff homer
and Philadelphia got its fourth straight win.
Hellickson (6-6) allowed one run and five
hits in six innings, striking out six. He was
0-9 in his previous 15 star ts against AL
opponents. Royals starter Ian Kennedy (6-7)

gave up three runs in five innings.

PADRES 7, YANKEES 6
Wil Myers hit a two-run homer and 28-year-old

rookie Ryan Schimpf hit his first career shot for San
Diego. Colin Rea (5-3) pitched six strong innings for
the Padres. Nathan Eovaldi (6-6) allowed six runs
and seven hits in 4 1/3 innings. —AP

Indians win 14th straight, beat Blue Jays in 19 innings

CARDIFF: England cricket chiefs indicated
yesterday they were prepared to cancel a
tour of Bangladesh after an attack saw 20
foreigners killed in the country.

Hostage-takers murdered 20 foreigners,
hacking many of their victims to death,
before six attackers were gunned down by
Bangladesh commandos at the end of an
overnight siege Saturday at an upmarket
restaurant. The Islamic State (IS) group
claimed responsibility for the carnage at the
start of the Eid holiday. England are due to
arrive in Bangladesh on September 30 for a
month-long tour including three one-day
internationals and two Test matches. But an
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
spokesman made it clear that they were pre-
pared to abandon the tour if they or the
British government deemed the security sit-
uation in Bangladesh unsafe come the
squad’s scheduled departure date.

“The safety and security of our players
and management is always of paramount
importance to ECB and this applies to all
teams representing England on overseas
tours,” said the spokesman.

“We will continue to monitor and assess
the situation in Bangladesh over the coming
weeks and months and will undertake a
thoroughgoing and robust pre-tour inspec-
tion of planned security arrangements for
the England team. 

He added: “We will also continue to work
closely with the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) and should our
director of security, Reg Dickason, or the
FCO, advise that the environment is not
acceptably safe or the right measures not in
place, we would take the appropriate steps.”

Survivors of the attack told of how the
hostage-takers separated locals from the
foreigners who were eating side-by-side
before embarking on a killing spree which
was brought to an end 11 hours later in a
fierce gun battle. Although there was no

exact breakdown of the casualties, the army
said most of the slain civilians were either
Italian or Japanese. Most had been slaugh-
tered with sharpened weapons.

Meanwhile,  Pakistan hopes to host its
Twenty20 league final on homesoil next
year if cricket authorities are able to allay
security fears of international players, an
official said yesterday.

Pakistan has not staged major interna-
tional cricket events on its home grounds-
barring a few limited over matches against
lowly ranked Zimbabwe last year-since ter-
rorists attacks targeted the Sri Lankan team
in Lahore in 2009.

Following the attacks, they have been
forced to stage their home series on neutral
venues in the United Arab Emirates, where
they also hosted the inaugural Pakistan
Super League (PSL) in February this year.

PSL chairman Najam Sethi said all efforts
will be done to host the PSL final in Lahore.
“We will try our best to stage the final of the
second edition of PSL in Pakistan,” said Sethi
after chairing a meeting in Lahore.

Five teams competed in the inaugural
league which also featured top names like
West Indians Chris Gayle, Dwayne Bravo and
Darren Sammy, Australian Shane Watson
and England’s Kevin Pietersen.

But they all refused to come to Pakistan,
a trend which is likely to be followed next
year as foreigners have reservations about
coming to terror-hit Pakistan.  

Sethi said the success of the inaugural
PSL was encouraging. “We are buoyed by
the success of PSL last year and things are
now getting into an exciting phase for sea-
son two. I can promise we will leave no
stone unturned in bringing unparallelled
cricketainment to the fans,” said Sethi.

Twenty20 leagues are fast getting popu-
lar across the cricketing world since India
launched its cash-rich Indian Premier
League in 2008. — AFP

England to cancel Bangladesh 
tour after foreigner killings


