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As on other nights, eight rakaats of tahajjud were
performed followed by three rakaats of witr. The first
four rakaats were led by Sheikh Meshari Al-Afasy, and
the remaining by Sheikh Fahd Al-Kandari. In the inter-
val, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Qattan delivered a short but rous-
ing sermon. Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and Minister of
Awqaf and Justice Yaqoub Al-Sane were among the
attendees.

The Grand Mosque in Kuwait is the hub of worship in
Kuwait in Ramadan, and thousands pack its cavernous
interiors throughout Ramadan. Many believe ‘Laylatul
Qadr’ (Night of Power or Decree) falls on night of the
27th of Ramadan, but this is not a confirmed fact as
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) instructed Muslims to hunt
for this night on the odd-numbered nights of the last
ten days of Ramadan. Qiyam ul-layl or special nightly
prayers are therefore held during these nights at the
Grand Mosque and many other mosques across Kuwait.

Laylatul Qadr holds great significance for Muslims,
and the last ten nights of Ramadan are spent in prayer
and meditation. Ubaadah bin Saamit (RA) reports that

he asked the Prophet (PBUH) about Laylatul Qadr. He
replied: “It is in Ramadan, during the last ten days, on
the unevenly numbered nights, either the 21st 23rd,
25th, 27th, 29th or the last night of Ramadan.
Whosoever stands in ‘ibaadah’ (worship) on this night,
with sincere faith and with genuine hopes of gaining
reward, his previous sins will be forgiven. 

“Among the signs of this night is that it is a serene,
quiet, shining night, neither hot, nor cold but temperate
as if a moon is shining clear, and no meteors are shot at
the devils on that night; it lasts until the break of the
dawn. Another sign is that at morn, the sun rises with-
out any radiant beams of light, appearing rather like the
moon in its fullness. On that day, Allah prohibits the
devils from rising up with the sun.” 

Laylatul Qadr could thus fall on any night, but the
night of the 27th is believed by most to be the one, and
millions of Muslims around the globe spend this night
in prayer. The Holy Quran says that Laylatul Qadr is bet-
ter than a thousand months, and Allah’s blessings and
angels descend on earth on this night. Laylatul Qadr is
also the night that Allah first sent down the first verses
of the Holy Quran via Archangel Gabriel to Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). 

Qiyam prayers held amid tight security 
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Army spokesman Colonel Rashidul Hasan said he
could not yet confirm the nationalities of those who
had died. Most of them had been killed by “sharp
weapons”. Hasan said initially that it seemed all the vic-
tims were foreigners but now the army believed some
locals were among the dead as well. Six gunmen were
killed during the police operation and one was cap-
tured, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said in a TV broad-
cast after the army concluded its operation to clear the
cafe. Two police were killed in the initial assault.

Islamic State, which has claimed a series of machete
attacks on minority groups in Bangladesh over the
past year, posted photos of bodies and blood smeared
across floors that it said were dead foreigners killed in
the assault.  Police did not immediately confirm
whether the pictures were from the site of the mas-
sacre. Gowher Rizvi, an adviser to Hasina said security
forces had tried to negotiate with the gunmen.

Sporadic gunfire
The hostage crisis began when security guards in

the Gulshan district of Dhaka, popular with expatri-
ates, noticed several gunmen outside a medical centre,
Rizvi said. When the guards approached, the gunmen
ran into a building housing the restaurant, packed
with people waiting for tables, he said. Ali Arsalan, co-
owner of the restaurant, said his staff told him the
attackers yelled “Allahu Akbar” (God is Great) as they
stormed the building, split between Holey Artisan
Bakery and the O’Kitchen Restaurant.

The restaurant was regarded as a tranquil place that
was safe to visit in an increasingly dangerous city.
Police said the assailants exchanged sporadic gunfire
with police outside for several hours after the gunmen
attacked the restaurant around 9 pm on Friday. A
police officer at the scene said when security forces
tried to enter the premises at the beginning of the
siege they were met with a hail  of  bullets and
grenades that killed at least two of them.

A cafe employee who escaped told local television
about 20 customers were in the restaurant at the time,
most of them foreigners. Some 15 to 20 staff were
working at the restaurant, the employee said. The res-
cued Japanese man was eating dinner with seven oth-
er Japanese, all of whom were consultants for Japan’s
foreign aid agency,  a Japanese government
spokesman said. The fate of the other seven remained

unknown. Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said the
Japanese aid workers “were giving their all for the
development of Bangladesh”. “We feel strong indigna-
tion at this inhumane, despicable act of terrorism,
which has claimed many lives,” he told reporters.

Kuwaitis ‘safe’ 
Meanwhile, Kuwait Ambassador to Bangladesh Adel

Hayat has affirmed that Kuwaitis in Bangladesh were
not harmed by the armed attack in the diplomatic dis-
trict of the capital Dhaka. In a telephone interview
with KUNA, Ambassador Hayat said, “We affirm that
there are no Kuwaitis among the persons who have
been held as hostages during the incident and all the
embassy staff members are safe.” 

Spate of murders
Bangladesh has seen a spate of murders in recent

months claimed by Islamic State and Al-Qaeda on lib-
erals, gays, foreigners and religious minorities. A
Hindu priest was hacked to death on Friday at a tem-
ple in Jhinaidah district, 300 km southwest of Dhaka.
Local  authorit ies say no operational  l inks exist
between Bangladeshi militants and international
jihadi networks. 

They say two local militant groups, Ansar-al-Islam
and Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen, have been behind the vio-
lence over the past 18 months. Ansar pledges alle-
giance to Al-Qaeda, while Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
claims it represents Islamic State. “The bottom line is
Bangladesh has plenty of local, often unaffiliated, mili-
tants and radicals happy to stage attacks in ISIS’s
name,” said Michael Kugelman, South Asia associate at
The Wilson Centre in Washington DC, using an
acronym commonly used for Islamic State.

Is lamic State had claimed more attacks in
Bangladesh than in Pakistan or Afghanistan, he said.
The restaurant assault also comes after Bangladesh
hanged an Islamist party leader, Motiur Rahman
Nizami, on May 11 for genocide and other crimes
committed during a 1971 war of independence from
Pakistan. That has drawn an angry reaction and some
scattered violence from supporters. Foreign diplo-
mats and human rights groups have warned that
Bangladesh’s ongoing war crime tribunals and the
government’s pressure on the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party have created a backlash domestically, accord-
ing to Brad Adams, Asia director at Human Rights
Watch. — Agencies 

Hostage carnage leaves 20 dead....
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He said the town is home to some 60,000 people and
that the bombardment had not stopped since yesterday.
Rebel groups in Jayrud include the Saudi-backed Jaish al-
Islam (Army of Islam), the hardline Ahrar Al-Sham, and Al-
Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra Front. Jaish al-Islam spokesman
Islam Alloush said on Friday that Al-Nusra Front had exe-
cuted the air force pilot.  

Several government aircraft have been shot down by
rebels or crashed because of technical faults since the
civil war erupted five years ago. According to the
Observatory, three Syrian officers were killed on Friday
when their helicopter  crashed in the south, near territory
held by the Islamic State jihadist group.  Abdel Rahman

said government forces had managed to recover the
bodies of the victims of the crash, the cause of which
remained unclear.  “We don’t know if it was a technical
issue or not, but the bodies are with the regime,” Abdel
Rahman said. Dozens of local truces have been brokered
between the myriad of armed groups fighting in Syria’s
increasingly complex civil war.

But a nationwide ceasefire between government forces
and non-jihadist rebels brokered by Moscow and
Washington in February has been repeatedly violated by
both sides.US officials have accused Russia of not doing
enough to rein in its ally President Bashar Al-Assad.
Moscow has countered that rebel groups that have failed
to break ranks with Al-Qaeda and continue to fight along-
side it are legitimate targets. — AFP 

31 killed in Syria
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overthrow the government. Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
was accused of being “involved in the soft overthrow of the
Islamic republic through... her membership in foreign com-

panies and institutions,” the Mizan news agency, which is
close to the judiciary, reported. Freedom House in April
ranked Iran among the 10 least free countries in the world.
Satellite dishes are illegal and Persian-language broadcasts
from outside the country are often jammed, it said. —  AFP 

Anonymous SMS threatens, warns Iranian...

DHAKA: Bangladeshi policemen patrol the area around the site of an attack in Dhaka, yesterday. Bangladeshi forces stormed the Holey Artisan Bakery in Dhaka’s Gulshan area where heavily armed mili-
tants held dozens of people hostage yesterday morning, rescuing some captives including foreigners. — AP 


