
HONOLULU: An inmate’s lawsuit against
the state of Hawaii says officials didn’t pro-
tect her against a guard who has been a
fugitive since he was indicted in 2014 for
allegedly raping her. The woman was in a
work furlough program in 2014 that
allowed her to leave the Maui Community
Correctional Center during the day. Former
corrections officer, James Siugpiyemal,
threatened to remove her from the pro-
gram if she didn’t comply with his
demands for sex, her lawsuit said.

He was indicted Oct 27, 2014 after her
attorney turned over to Maui police
footage from a hidden camera that cap-
tured the guard raping her in her car.
Siugpiyemal resigned from the state
Department of Public Safety on Oct 6,
2014, said department spokeswoman Toni
Schwartz, who declined to comment on
behalf of the state on pending litigation.
Maui prosecutors obtained a warrant for
Siugpiyemal’s arrest, and U.S. marshals
have been trying to find him since.

Federal prosecutors allege in a criminal
complaint that Siugpiyemal fled to Yap in the
Federated States of Micronesia to avoid pros-
ecution. According to an FBI affidavit filed
with the complaint, Maui police began the
sex assault investigation on Oct. 2, 2014.
Soon after, he resigned and left Hawaii.
Department of Homeland Security records
show that he flew from Guam to Yap on Oct
11, 2014, according to the affidavit.

The woman is pursuing civil action by fil-
ing the lawsuit in federal court earlier this
week because the statute of limitations is
running out, said her attorney Myles Breiner.
The woman gave into Siugpiyemal’s
demands because she was afraid of losing
her furlough for a theft conviction, Breiner
said. She kept DNA evidence after having
oral sex with him, the lawsuit said. “In fear
and desperation, she finally agreed to meet
him again, but unbeknownst to him, she had
a hidden camera in her car,” the lawsuit said.
“That camera caught the entire episode of
(her) rape - in graphic detail.” — AP  

Inmate lawsuit alleges she 
was raped by Maui guard

NEW YORK: On the day Cheryl Lawson Walker
graduated from college, she hadn’t thought very
much about the future and her place in it - or the
obstacles she might face as a woman. The place
was Wellesley; the year was 1969, and the women’s
movement was just emerging as a force in
America. But on that day, for the first time, a stu-
dent had been selected to address the commence-
ment at the women’s school: Hillary Rodham, the
student government president. The two women
lived in the same dorm, where they’d chatted over
their salads at communal meals.

Rodham’s speech sent a jolt through the class.
“We were just thrilled that she felt empowered
enough and articulate enough” to speak so boldly,
rebutting the remarks of the U.S. senator who
spoke before her, which many had found conde-
scending, Walker recalled. Rodham was “much
more forward-looking” than many of her class-
mates, she said, and it would be some years before
they, too, really recognized the obstacles they
would have to overcome.

The speaker that day - now known as Hillary
Clinton - is edging closer to breaking the ultimate
glass ceiling as the presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee for president of the United States. Her election
would surely be a major milestone for women. But
her fellow alumnae don’t all feel the same way
about its significance. 

To be sure, for some, the election of the first
female president would be a thrilling moment
they’ve been waiting for years to see, the culmina-
tion of a struggle that lasted much too long. “I can’t
even articulate all the reasons it’s important,” Sarah
Schlesinger Hirschfeld, 56, a New York doctor, said.
“I think it’s tremendously important for all women,
whether they know it or not, to see a woman in the
most important leadership role in the country - and
for men to see it, too.”

But to others, the milestone has been eclipsed
by other advances - seeing women achieve posi-
tions of power in different arenas, or witnessing the
election of the first African-American president.
Walker, now 68, supports Clinton, but falls into the
latter camp. “I know some people are hugely excit-
ed by it, see it as symbolically an enormous step,
but I don’t happen to be among them,” she said. “I
just think it’s a good next step. Certainly not a mile-
stone like it was when Barack Obama was elected.”

And the recently retired literature professor said
her young female students, many of whom sup-
ported Sen Bernie Sanders (as have her own chil-
dren, ages 32 and 35), feel the same way: “For
them, the idea of electing a woman is nowhere
near as significant as electing the first African-
American president was.”

A recent poll found that while three-quarters of
registered women voters felt America was ready for
a female president, only about a third considered it
very important to see one in their lifetime. (The poll
was taken before Clinton clinched the nomination.)
“The numbers aren’t high,” Debbie Walsh, director
of the Center for American Women and Politics at
Rutgers University, said.  She attributes it partly to a
generational divide, with younger women having
grown up accustomed to seeing women in posi-
tions of power. “It’s almost as if (some) people feel
like it’s already happened, but it hasn’t,” she said of
the milestone.

You sense the divide when you talk to Wellesley
women of various generations - from women in
their 70s who left college years before feminism
took hold, to contemporaries of Clinton, to women
in their 20s now emerging into the workforce.
Though the women interviewed all said they
planned to support Clinton over Donald J. Trump,
some were vocal supporters of Sanders in the pri-
maries. Even among those who supported Clinton
all along, their views on the milestone aren’t neces-
sarily what one might expect.

Sense of Pride 
In May, a group of Wellesley ‘62 grads gathered

for one of their frequent, informal reunion week-
ends, meeting for meals on campus and in nearby
Boston and celebrating their 75th birthdays. They
came from an accomplished class, including a for-
mer head of the United States Tennis Association,
the first African-American woman in the country to
chair an academic pathology department and the
late writer Nora Ephron.

When conversation touched on the election,
there was certainly a sense of pride at the prospect
of a president from Wellesley, one attendee,
Martha Bewick, said. But talk was more focused on
issues than candidates, she said - on the economy,
on terrorism, on the scourge of drugs. In fact, when
the subject of a female president came up, Bewick
said, “the general mood was that the question was-

n’t pressing” - that it was more of an issue back in
2008, when Clinton faced Obama in the primaries.
“When we elected a black American president, the
issue sort of went away,” she said, summing up the
mood of the discussion. “There are so many other
urgent issues.”

Personally, Bewick, who’s voted both
Democratic and Republican in the past, said she’s
found herself warming up to Clinton over the
months, becoming increasingly impressed with her
qualifications. But gender is not foremost on her
mind. “Women have done so well in other fields,”
she said. “The presidency was going to catch up
sometime.” To classmate Susan Dworkin, a novelist
and playwright, that day can’t come soon enough.
To her, a female president would signify a “huge
victory” for women. “Younger women have such a
different understanding of the importance of this
thing,” Dworkin, who lives in Becket,
Massachusetts, said. “To people of my age, to me,
it’s gigantic!”

One reason for the divide, Dworkin suggested,
is that women her age “grew up with the real tor-
ment of sexism - the things you couldn’t do, the
places you couldn’t be, the marriages you had to
have, the work you never got. We came of age in
the middle of this struggle, and we had leaders like
Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem who pointed out
to us what was wrong with our situation.” “I know
that younger women don’t care,” Dworkin added
with a sigh. “They take it for granted, the things
that we work SO hard for ... we were of the genera-
tion that really went through all the crap. So Hillary,
if she becomes president, that’s the winning of a
great struggle for me.”

Logical Progression 
Laurel Prussing sees the milestone as more of a

logical progression - one that was always going to
happen at some point. “Listen, if it happened 20
years ago it would be different,” said Prussing, who
is the Democratic mayor of Urbana, Illinois, and a
supporter of Sanders. “But people are used to
women now. There’s a whole new generation of
young people who expect that women are equal.”
Sure, she said, there hasn’t yet been a woman presi-
dent, “but we have senators, we have governors, it’s
gotten to be part of the landscape now - rather
than an asteroid from outer space hitting the earth.
It’s an achievement, but it’s not earthshaking.”

Prussing was first elected to her post in 2005
and has been in politics since the 1970s, when she
was one of the first women elected to her county
board. “I went through all this 30 years ago,” she
said. “It’s a new world now.” Prussing recalled intro-
ducing Sanders at a rally of thousands in Chicago. “I

said I was supporting Sanders, and I don’t think I’m
going to hell! There was a huge roar.”

She was referring to comments by Madeleine
Albright, the former secretary of state who said in
February while campaigning with Clinton that
“there’s a special place in hell for women who don’t
help each other”. Some female Sanders supporters
were offended by the suggestion that they should-
n’t be able to choose their own candidate (Steinem
was also criticized when she said young women
supported Sanders because “the boys are with
Bernie”. She later apologized.) “I mean, come on!”
Prussing said. “We fought all this time and we got
the right to vote ... I don’t vote for somebody just
because they’re a woman.”

Powerful Moment 
In a CNN/ORC poll conducted in March, just 35

percent of women voters said it was either
“extremely important” or “very important” to them
to see a woman elected president in their lifetime.
(The number was 25 percent among male voters).
Walsh, of Rutgers, thinks things could change once
women see Clinton accept the nomination at the
convention in Philadelphia - potentially a visually
powerful moment. Still, she said, “If you’re 26, I
don’t think you see your lifetime’s end looming in
front of you in the same way you do even in your
50s. So you think, ‘It’s going to happen in my life-
time - of COURSE it’s going to happen.’”

Emily DiVito, 23, graduated Wellesley a year ago.
Six months later, she went to work for the Sanders
campaign, canvassing in New Hampshire,
Massachusetts and New York. (She’s now working
on a local race in Florida.) When she went back to
visit Wellesley, she said, “I would step on campus
and think, ‘Oh gosh, do people hate me for whom I
support?’ It’s such a strong community there.”

But Wellesley is not entirely Clinton country: In a
survey the school conducted in late May of gradu-
ating seniors, 65 percent of 215 respondents sup-
ported Clinton, 14 percent supported Sanders, and
2 percent supported Donald Trump. The students
also said the gender of a political candidate mat-
tered only a little (51 percent) or not at all (31 per-
cent) in this election.

DiVito, 23, said it is “completely important,
hugely important” to her to see a female president
one day. But she decided to support a candidate
whose position on the issues meshed with hers. “At
the end of the day I voted for a single person,” she
said. DiVito was particularly stung by the remarks
of Albright and Steinem. “I took them personally,”
she said. “Especially because I was working for
Sanders - it wasn’t just like I had a free bumper
sticker!” — AP 

First US woman president: 
How great a milestone? 

Women differ over breakthrough 
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DES MOINES, Iowa: His popularity among Democrats is
off the charts, he’s a fundraising powerhouse and his
administration is hailed by many as a high-water mark
of economic prosperity. Without question, one of the
key assets in Hillary Clinton’s second campaign for the
White House is her husband, Bill. And yet, there are still
times when the former president can step in it.

The latest headache came this past week, when Bill
Clinton crossed paths at the Phoenix airport with
Attorney General Loretta Lynch. He popped inside her
plane for a private chat, ignoring the fact that Lynch’s
Justice Department is in the midst of an investigation
into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email account and
server during her time as secretary of state.

While Lynch said their conversation was social and
her department’s probe of Clinton wasn’t discussed, she
nevertheless acknowledged Friday it “cast a shadow” on
the public’s perception of the case. “I certainly wouldn’t
do it again,” Lynch said of the meeting. Bill Clinton’s
impromptu visit with Lynch followed other moments
Clinton’s campaign would surely likely to have back,
including his scolding of Black Lives Matter protesters at
a Philadelphia campaign event in April. But despite the
potential for such slip-ups, many supporters argue the
benefits of Bill Clinton greatly outweigh the risks.

“He’s not the most effective surrogate on the
Democratic side, he’s not the most effective surrogate in
2016: he’s probably the most effective surrogate ever,”

said Matt McKenna, a former spokesman for the former
president. “He is a remarkably effective fundraiser. He is
a remarkably effective strategist. He is an incredible
counselor not just to the campaign, but to her.”

More Involved
Heading into the general election, the Clintons con-

tinue to navigate the unique terrain of an ex-president
campaigning for his wife. Bill Clinton stayed out of sight
during the early months of his wife’s campaign as she
reacquainted herself with voters. But he started getting
more involved in the fall and has been a vigorous pres-
ence ever since, doing more than 400 public events
since January in 40 states and territories. “She’s got the
best ideas, she’s got the best record of doing it and she’s
the best changemaker I’ve ever known,” Clinton told a
cheering crowd of more than 350 gathered in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, in May.

Bill Clinton has largely appeared in smaller cities,
enhancing the reach of the campaign, and has taken an
active role in fundraising. “I had him in my home a few
months ago, and people love him. When he’s with them
he’s so good,” said John Morgan, an Orlando attorney
and longtime Clinton fundraiser. He added: “The guy fills
rooms. He fills a room. For raising money, Number One,
he does that.” During the long Democratic primary, Bill
Clinton, who is ferociously protective of his wife, grew
increasingly frustrated with her Democratic rival, Bernie

Sanders, and his supporters. But he has largely created
less drama than in 2008, when he drew scrutiny for a
number of statements, including equating then-Illinois

Sen. Barack Obama’s wins in the South Carolina
Democratic primary with Jesse Jackson’s victories in the
state in 1984 and 1988. — AP 

CHICAGO: In this Dec 1, 2008 file photo, then-President-elect Barack Obama stands
with then-Sen Hillary Rodham Clinton after announcing that she is his choice as
Secretary of State during a news conference. — AP 

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton campaign together next
week for the first time this year, and their deci-
sion to meet up in Charlotte says a lot about
how her campaign views her path to replace
him in the White House. Democrats view
North Carolina as a prime place to expand
into Republican territory against Donald
Trump, building upon one of Obama’s biggest
triumphs in 2008 and his narrow loss four
years ago.

The state’s electorate has become more
diverse since Obama’s first presidential cam-
paign. Women play an increasingly influential
role in the state’s politics, giving Clinton an
opportunity to play up her potential to
become the first woman to win the White
House. And controversial moves by the GOP-
controlled state legislature to exclude sexual
orientation and gender identity from statewide
anti-discrimination protections and to require
transgender people to use restrooms corre-
sponding to the sex on their birth certificate in
public buildings has touched a nerve in the
battleground state.

“I told her that the state is winnable. I think
she believes that in her core,” said
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx, a for-
mer Charlotte mayor, describing a recent con-
versation with Clinton. “North Carolina is a clas-
sic battleground state. It’s a state with people
who are hungry for progressive change.” Foxx
added: “There’s been a lot of things at the state
level that have reminded people that North
Carolina’s proud progressive tradition is under
assault right now.” Clinton’s campaign is target-
ing about a dozen battleground states that
were fiercely contested by Obama and
Republican nominee Mitt Romney in 2012. Like
Obama, she enters the summer with a number
of pathways to reach 270 electoral votes, with
large states such as Florida, Ohio and North
Carolina potentially to put her over the top on
Election Day.

Clinton, the presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee, had planned to appear with Obama in
Green Bay, Wisconsin, in mid-June, but the rally

was postponed after the deadly Orlando night-
club shooting. Campaign officials said
Democrats feel they have largely consolidated
support for Clinton in Wisconsin in the weeks
since, prompting them to shift their splashy
kickoff in the city that held Obama’s 2012
Democratic convention.

Taylor Griffin, a Republican former aide to
President George W Bush who unsuccessfully
sought a seat in Congress this year, said North
Carolina’s recent presidential elections have
turned on the ability to mobilize urban and
rural voters and the extent to which the state’s
conservative roots outpace an influx of new-
comers. He said Trump has been effective in
building support among tea party activists,
and conservatives long for an outsider. “His
support is stronger and his base is more uni-
fied. You hear a lot more about wailing and
gnashing of teeth about Trump in DC than in
North Carolina,” Griffin said.

Competitive State 
Voter registration statistics underscore a

competitive state: North Carolina has about
2.6 million registered Democrats, compared
with 2 million registered Republicans and 1.9
million unaffiliated registered voters. Women
make up about 53 percent of registered vot-
ers. Much of Clinton’s focus will center on reg-
istering new voters in the Triangle - the cities
of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill - and
mobilizing black voters throughout the state.
In 2012, Obama narrowly lost North Carolina,
due in part to turnout of black voters of about
69 percent, slightly more than the turnout
among white voters. 

Democrats reported registering about
340,000 voters in 2012 and black voters
accounted for about 23 percent of the elec-
torate that year, slightly more than in 2008. At
least for now, Clinton has the airwaves largely
to herself. Her campaign plans to spend more
than $4 million on ads in North Carolina before
the Democratic National Convention in late July
- her third largest investment behind battle-
ground heavyweights Florida and Ohio. — AP 

Clinton choice for first event 
with Obama: North Carolina

NEW YORK: In this June 7, 2016 photo, former President Bill Clinton stands on stage
with his wife, Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, after she spoke dur-
ing a presidential primary election night rally. — AP 

Bill Clinton offers rewards, risks to wife’s campaign

This combination of June 2015 photos shows (top row from left) Emily DiVito in St
Petersburg, Florida and Dr Sarah Schlesinger in New York; at bottom row from left are
Cheryl Walker in Los Angeles and Cheryl Brierton in San Diego. All four are graduates of
Wellesley College, also the alma mater of Hillary Clinton. — AP 


