
LONDON: Thousands of protesters gather in Parliament Square as they take part in a March for Europe, through the center of London yes-
terday to protest against Britain’s vote to leave the EU, which has plunged the government into political turmoil and left the country deeply
polarized. — AFP 

LONDON: Thousands marched through London
yesterday to protest against Britain’s vote to
leave the EU, which has sparked political turmoil
and polarized public opinion. Chanting “We love
you EU”, waving European flags and carrying col-
orful banners with slogans like “Breverse”, they
set off late morning to march towards the
Houses of Parliament. “The Leave Campaign
Lied”, “Save our Future” and “Never Gonna Give
EU up,” read others, the latter referring to the
1980s hit by Rick Astley. Organizers claimed
more than 40,000 were taking part. Police did
not immediately give figures.

“I think the Leave campaign misled people,
we are (making) a wrong decision because of
the lies,” protestor Casey, 37, told AFP at the start
of the march. “I would like us to reconsider and I
don’t want to leave the EU.”

Seismic Vote 
The seismic June 23 vote prompted the resig-

nation of Prime Minister David Cameron - who
had backed the failed Remain campaign. It also
unleashed a bitter leadership battle in the ruling
Conservative party and chaos in the main oppo-
sition Labour party, whose leader, Jeremy
Corbyn, is now facing all-out revolt. “We can pre-
vent Brexit by refusing to accept the referendum
as the final say and take our finger off the self-
destruct button,” said organizer Keiran
MacDermott on the march’s Facebook page.
“Let’s not leave the next generation adrift... Let’s
march, let’s protest, and let’s stop Brexit.”

Britons, many worried by immigration, voted
52 percent in favor of withdrawing from the EU
bloc with 48 percent against. The favorites to
succeed Cameron have meanwhile been push-
ing for a delay in starting the process that will
eventually see Britain leave the 28-member EU.
Frontrunner Theresa May and high-profile rival
Michael Gove have both said they do not expect
Article 50 - the formal procedure for leaving the
bloc - would be invoked this year.

EU leaders including French President
Francois Hollande have urged a swift divorce,
fearful of the impact of Britain’s uncertain future
on economic growth and a potential domino
effect in eurosceptic member states. Last week’s
shock vote plunged financial markets into crisis,
wiping trillions off equities around the world
and sending the pound to its lowest point in
more than three decades against the dollar.

The Bank of England revealed it could slash
interest rates this summer to counter the down-
beat economic outlook - which it said had
“deteriorated” because of Brexit - and potential-
ly re-activate quantitative easing to pump more
cash into the economy. In further fallout,
finance minister George Osborne warned Friday
that the government would abandon its prom-
ise to achieve a budget surplus by 2020, spark-
ing forecasts of more austerity spending cut-
backs and tax hikes.

‘Liars, Liars’ 
The vote to leave the EU was deeply split.

Voters in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the
capital London backed remaining, while those
that chose to leave were largely from less
affluent areas in England and Wales. But there
was also a rough generational split. Younger
voters were likelier to vote Remain - many of
whom worried about their right to travel and
work in the EU - while their Baby Boomer eld-
ers were likelier to vote Leave.

The narrow victory has triggered anger in
Britain among those who wanted to remain in
the EU and more than four million people
have signed a petition calling for a second ref-
erendum. A poll for BBC’s Newsnight program
found that 16 percent of voters think Britain
will stay in the bloc, and 22 percent said they
do not know if it will leave. In the coming
days, meanwhile, Conservative MPs will whit-
tle down the party leadership candidates to
two in a series of votes and the rivals will then
tour the country to appeal to some 150,000
party members for their vote.

Brit ish media repor ted yesterday that
energy minister and Brexit backer Angela
Leadsom has become the favorite to face
Theresa May on the ballot paper. Gove, who
torpedoed fellow anti-EU campaigner Boris
Johnson’s leadership hopes on Thursday,
cast doubt on whether May could lead the
countr y out of the EU after suppor ting a
“Remain” vote. However, Gove has also faced
fierce criticism for turning on his one-time
ally Johnson. — AFP 
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KIELCE, Poland: Seventy years after dozens
of Polish Holocaust survivors were bludg-
eoned to death in the Kielce Pogrom, psy-
chologist Bogdan Bialek is intent on reconcil-
ing Poles and Jews.  For years, the 61-year-old
Catholic has organized annual memorial
marches in Kielce, a city of 200,000 people
150 kilometres (93 miles) south of the capital
Warsaw. “Even if I were alone, I would walk to
remember the dead. A man on his own, that’s
already a huge crowd, it’s an entire city,”
Bialek told AFP ahead of a weekend march. 

On July 4, 1946, Kielce erupted in a frenzy
of hatred after a rumor was spread that a
Jewish family had held a Christian boy in a
cellar overnight. Before the war, Jews made
up a quarter of Kielce’s 80,000 residents, only
about 500 of whom are estimated by histori-
ans to have survived the Holocaust. But a
year after the war ended, the town was
whipped up into a new anti-Semitic frenzy,
fuelled by tales of Jews needing to have
blood transfusions from Christian children to
survive, or using Christians’ blood to make
matzos (unleavened Jewish bread).

Communist police, soldiers and workers
from a nearby steelworks raided a house
on 7/9 Planty Street sheltering Holocaust
survivors, including some from the infa-
mous Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi German
death camp. At least 42 Jews were killed
and over 40 injured in the worst  anti-
Semitic attack in postwar Poland, accord-
ing to  the  Washington-based United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The
pogrom went down as one of the darkest

moments in the thousand-year-long histo-
ry of Polish Jews.

A formal Polish enquiry put the Jewish
death toll at 37, with other victims including
three non-Jewish Poles and two people killed
during a robbery. After the pogrom, tens of
thousands of Jews left the country for good.
Nine people were sentenced to death for
their role in the killings, but the Communist
authorities of the time tried to blame regime
opponents for the crime.

Under Wraps 
In time, a leaden silence came to shroud

the case, with the Communist regime prefer-
ring to keep it under wraps. “When I arrived in
Kielce in 1978, I was surprised by the silence;
nobody wanted to talk about it,” Bialek said.
When communism fell in 1989, locals in
Kielce held a memorial for the victims of the
pogrom. But for Bialek it was too little and
too official. “There were many ceremonies,
but they were attended by politicians or
municipal leaders. That didn’t suit me as we
had to follow the heart, not the head,” he said.

In 2000, he and a friend decided to organ-
ize the first March of Memory and Prayer. On
her first visit to Kielce in a half-century in
2004, Marek Edelman, then the last surviving
leader of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, found
it to be “a completely different city”. Several
years ago, the son of one of the workers who
took part in the pogrom attended the
remembrance ceremony, where he delivered
a short heart-rending speech and hugged
one of the survivors. — AFP

I N T E R N AT I O N A L
SUNDAY, JULY 3, 2016

NEWPORT, United Kingdom: Britain’s Brexit vote has
put Wales’s EU funding in doubt, dealing a potentially
heavy financial blow to one of Britain’s poorest regions
which relies on money from Brussels for farmers’ subsi-
dies and urban regeneration. “Wales are in a bit of trou-
ble, we get a lot of money from the EU,” said Anna
Preece, shocked by the referendum vote to quit the
European Union. Wales, like England, voted “Leave” in
the June 23 referendum, in contrast to the United
Kingdom’s other two constituent parts, Scotland and
Northern Ireland.

On the streets of Newport, a small coastal city in
southeast Wales close to the English border, 43-year-old
charity worker Preece was visibly upset by the result in
her country and Britain overall. The vote count is “quite
shocking”, said “Remain” voter Preece, in reference to the
52.5 percent of voters in Wales who supported Brexit. “I
was really quite surprised it was so high, especially in the
rural areas,” she told AFP.

In Newport, where attractive riverside apartments
have replaced wharfs that once exported vast quantities
of coal mined from the Welsh Valleys, the “Leave” vote
stood at 56 percent. That was similar to the vote in Neath
Port Talbot, home to the already at-risk Port Talbot steel
plant owned by India’s Tata. The highest “Leave” vote in
Wales was 62 percent in Blaenau Gwent, home to Ebbw
Vale, hit hard by the decline in Britain’s steel industry.

“Welsh voters almost certainly voted against their
economic self-interest,” said politics academic Brian
Klaas at the London School of Economics. “The little
town of Ebbw Vale... would likely have turned to bust
without EU support,” he added. “EU funding is key to the
vitality of the Welsh economy and net migration is low,
but Welsh voters still voted against immigration and
against continuing financial support from Brussels.”

‘It’s All Scaremongering’ 
A pre-referendum study by Cardiff University said

that in 2014, Wales received an estimated £245 million
($326 million) more from the European Union than it
paid in. The overall net benefit to Wales was around £79
per head in 2014, the report said, amid fears that Wales
could now lose funding for a new metro system serving
Cardiff and nearby areas such as Newport. “It’s all scare-
mongering,” said Tracy Stokeswhiting when asked if she
was worried about potential cuts, with the 53-year-old
“Leave” voter insisting that it would be business as usual
at her Newport clothes shop “La Belle Femme”.

“The European suppliers are not going to stop send-
ing stock to the UK,” she said, adding that many of her
goods arrive from EU members France and Italy.
European aircraft maker Airbus, which assembles wings
in Broughton, north Wales, has meanwhile assured staff
that the UK remains a vital part of its operations. — AFP  

KIELCE, Poland: This picture taken on June 23, 2016 shows the house on 7/9 Planty
street, where communist police, soldiers and steelworkers killed 37 Jews on July 4,
1946. — AFP 

PORT TALBOT: This photo taken on March 30, 2016 shows the Tata Steel steel plant in
south Wales.  —  AFP 
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BELGRADE: A man shot dead five people,
including his wife, and injured another 20
in a cafe in northern Serbia early yesterday,
police said, with jealousy the suspected
motive. The man “entered the cafe and
opened fire with an automatic rifle, killing
his wife and another woman, then he con-
tinued to shoot at other citizens in the
cafe,” a police statement said. It was the
third mass shooting in recent years in
Serbia, which has tried to shrink the large
number of illegal weapons in circulation
since the 1990s Balkan wars.

“It was horrible. Some people were
screaming and there was blood every-
where,” cafe owner Ljubomir Milinovic told
state-run news agency Tanjug. N1 televi-
sion station quoted Interior Minister
Nebojsa Stefanovic as saying that the
weapon was illegal and jealousy was
believed to be the motive. The latest inci-
dent happened at about 1:40 am (2340
GMT Friday) in the town of Zitiste, around
80 km north of Belgrade. Police arrested
the alleged shooter, born in 1978 and
identified only by his initials Z S, and

opened a probe into the killings.
Stefanovic said the attacker tried to flee

the scene but was foiled by police. “We are
all shocked that something like this could
happen, since this was a very quiet man
who had no police record,” the minister
said, according to Tanjug. N1 channel
reported that the attacker argued with his
wife in the cafe, left the building and
returned with a Kalashnikov-type rifle. Two
people were killed instantly in the shoot-
ing and three others died in hospital in the
nearby city of Zrenjanin, according to N1.
The other injured victims, some of them
severely, were taken to various Serbian
hospitals but were not in critical condition,
reports said.

Unlawful Weapons 
Police have previously said there could

be up to a million unregistered weapons in
Serbia, including guns and grenades, left
over from the 1990s conflicts. This latest
shooting spree came a day after the interi-
or ministry launched a new amnesty to
encourage owners of illegal weapons to

hand them in to their local police stations.
A similar drive last year netted about 4,000
weapons. A stricter gun control law came
into effect in March in Serbia, which is
home to about seven million people. In
another shooting spree last year, a 55-
year-old man opened fire in a northern
town in an apparent drunken rage over his
son’s wedding, killing six people including
the bride and her parents.

In 2013, a 60-year-old Serbian war vet-
eran shot dead 13 people in the country’s
worst massacre in two decades as he ram-
paged through his tiny village about 50
km south of Belgrade. The dead included
his son and his mother as he went house-
to-house, mainly shooting people as they
slept peacefully. Individual shooting inci-
dents are reported almost daily in Serbia,
with domestic violence a common theme.
After yesterday’s attack, the government
body for gender equality called for
tougher gun control to prevent another
incident where “in a burst of anger, some-
one decides to use an automatic rifle to kill
his wife and her friends”. — AFP 

ZITISTE, Serbia: People clean the ground at a cafe after a man shot dead five people in this village in
northern Serbia yesterday. — AFP 

Gunman shoots dead 5, injures 20 in Serbia cafe


