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Disturbing news is circulating on social
media these days about the presence of
extremist militias on the Kuwaiti borders.

In the light of a series of security reports and
uncovering of weapons caches in various parts of
the country, these reports make me and many
people wonder if we are safe from these extrem-
ists, who may try to sneak into the country and
cause chaos and killing.

Every human desires to secure himself, his fam-
ily, money and property, and it is the state’s duty
to provide this service. I know this is not easy in a
tense world of sectarianism and contradictions.
This article seeks to raise the question about our
security situation and calls on the state to crush
these militants completely, before they undertake
any possible criminal act. 

But aside from anxiety over the future, we also
have to think about what is happening internally,
because internal security is very important, espe-
cially with respect to publications by the media
regarding fatwas and opinions that may merely
be interpretations that may create misunder-
standings. It is the duty of the Ministry of Islamic
Affairs to carefully monitor the religious discourse
and keep it away from extremism, especially in
our multi-confessional country.

Political or social rumors and false news spread
rapidly in Kuwait, like in any other Arab country.
This is a risk, especially if the rumor is related to
the security of the country. Social media acceler-
ates the dissemination of inaccurate news in
Kuwait, and this news circulates through social
media with false exaggerations.

Constant security threats indicate the need for
careful follow-up. The cancellation of Eid prayers
outside mosques for security reasons is a wise
decision taken due to the current delicate situa-
tion. Kuwait’s mosques are safe for people who
come to pray. 

With chaos continuing in Syria and Yemen,
there are potential risks and fear that the chaos
may move to the Gulf states through the trans-
mission of conservative ideas and extremism.
What is happening in Iraq, Syria and Yemen,
where people are killing and terrorizing in the
name of Islam, is a new culture of weapons and
killings that shouldn’t be underestimated. 

The focus of the Gulf is to stay united in the
GCC. Relations between Gulf states are stronger
than ever, despite the impact of regional conflicts
and Iran’s attempts to intervene in the region by
supporting militias. The greatest danger that
could have catastrophic repercussions on Gulf
states is a victory of armed and sectarian militias.
This will create a criminal monster, leading to new
formations of extremist groups in places not far
from the borders of Gulf countries, especially
Kuwait, which borders Iraq and Saudi Arabia. We
must not become a new land of sectarian con-
flicts.

Kuwaiti writers and media in general have a
duty to draw attention to the seriousness of
spreading such rumors and false news and alert
the ministry for full control of the borders and
security of the state.

Security
situation

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Relations and Security
Information Department said an investigation committee was
formed at the instructions of Deputy Premier and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid Al-Sabah over a video
clip that appeared on social media, showing the Khaldiya
police station being deserted while official documents and
items were present. The committee will find out who is
responsible for what happened in the form of negligence that
is contrary to the procedures followed.

Officers released
Meanwhile, Sheikh Mohammad instructed that all police

officers held for disciplinary reasons be released on the occa-
sion of Eid Al-Fitr. Based on the instructions, Interior Ministry
Undersecretary Lt Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd ordered their release
at the end of working hours of the last day of Ramadan.

No injuries in fires
Firemen put out a fire that broke out in a house under con-

struction in Qusour. The fire was on the roof and was put out
and kept from spreading. Meanwhile, a fire in a Taima house
prompted the occupational fire center to respond. The fire
was put out with no injuries reported. Another fire broke out
in Firdous. Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh fire station responded, backed
by Ardhiya station and the fire was put out quickly. Separately,

a fire broke out in a house used as a nursery, and Jahra occu-
pational fire center backed by Jahra center responded and put
out the fire, which was on the third floor. No injuries were
reported. Also fire broke out in debris in an abandoned house
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. Firemen fought the fire and kept it from
spreading. In another incident, Sulaibkhat fire station men
rushed to an area where a lift malfunctioned. Firemen used
hydraulic equipment to lower the lift and release those stuck
inside, without injuries. Furthermore, Salmiya sea fire station
men removed a boat that sunk at the Ras Al-Ardh harbor, and
no injuries were reported.

Food safety
A total of 250 kg of meat products were destroyed, along

with other foodstuff that were not substandard or spoiled, dur-
ing a campaign targeting cooperatives, shops and butcheries.
Commenting on the crackdown, Director of food and markets
at Farwaniya governorate’s branch in Kuwait Municipality
Mohammad Al-Azmi said inspection campaigns will continue
to safeguard consumers’ health around the country. In other
news, Kuwait Municipality’s Public Relations department said
the public cleanliness and road occupation department in
Ahmadi carried out a field campaign in Dhaher area. Director
of Ahmadi’s branch Fahad Al-Shtaili said the campaign was car-
ried out with the participation of 14 dump trucks and 4 bull-
dozers on a daily basis during June, and resulted in hauling 312
loads as Dhaher landfill was cleaned completely.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Chairman of Cancer Aware Nation (CAN)
campaign Dr Khalid Al-Saleh said the campaign works on
fighting obesity through several programs, including an
awareness program that covers several schools. Saleh said
in a press statement said obesity is considered among the
most dangerous problems in the world, and the reason
behind it is the standard of living and the unhealthy habits
of people. He added that the World Health Organization
( WHO) considers smoking and a high income level are
among the factors that contribute to the rise of obesity
rates in Arab countries. He said Kuwait tops the list world-
wide in obesity with 42.8 percent of the total population,
which means that 4 out of 10 persons are having some
degree of obesity that needs treatment.

Saleh said the campaign conducted a control pilot study

on an awareness program about physical activity and
healthy nutrition in schools. He said two schools were cho-
sen - the first saw the implementation of the physical and
nutrition program, while the other school was followed
remotely without the program, with 50 female students from
both schools chosen. He said the program was applied for
three months on the female students of one of the schools.
The weight and BMI of each student was recorded, then the
nutrition program was implemented, which confirmed the
program succeeded in reducing the students’ weights.

Logistic city
Kuwait Ports Authority asked Kuwait Municipality to give

it a license to establish a ‘logistics city’, allowing the authori-
ty to carry out investment and commercial activities in it. A
letter by KPA Director General Sheikh Yousuf Abdullah Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah to Municipality Director General Ahmad Al-

Manfouhi said that based on the instructions of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad to make Kuwait an international
financial and commercial center, KPA has decided to build a
logistics city in its warehousing areas called Kuwait Logistic
City. The letter added that this will improve Kuwait’s image
in this vital area, as the World Bank indicates in the logistics
performance index of world countries a drop in Kuwait’s
ranking compared to other GCC countries, each of which
has more than one logistics city. 

Compensation
Kuwait has approved Iraq’s request to defer compensa-

tion due over the former Iraqi regime’s invasion of Kuwait
until 2018. A statement by Iraq’s Finance Minister Hoshyar
Zebari said he received Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iraq Ghassan
Al-Zawawi, who confirmed that instructions were given on
the agreement to postpone the payment until Jan 1, 2018.

4 out of 10 persons
in Kuwait obese

SCPD, UNDP sign
agreement to train

Kuwaiti youth
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Secretariat General of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Developmental (SCPD) signed the Junior
Professional Officers (JPO) program with the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) for training the
third batch of students. The ceremony took place in the
presence of Secretary General of SCPD Dr Khalid Mahdi
and the UN Resident Coordinator of the UNDP Zainab bin
Jalloun. Mahdi said the program is the third of its kind, to
send a group of Kuwaiti youth who meet the conditions to
work at the UN and its organizations around the world. He
said Kuwait patronizes this program in cooperation with
UNDP so that those youth are appointed at UN organiza-
tions to gain administrative and technical experience in the
field of international organizations.

Mahdi said Kuwait is the first Arab country in support-
ing this program with 10 youth, adding the program is a
joint action between the Secretariat General of the Higher
Planning and Development Council as the strategic part-
ner of the UNDP in cooperation with all UN organizations.
He said most of those organizations expressed willingness
to employ Kuwaitis during Kuwaitís participation in an
international conference recently.

Power outages
Several residents of Fintas, Fahaheel, Reqqa and Jleeb

Al-Shuyoukh complained against power outages on Friday,
and demanded speedy restoration of power under
extremely high temperatures during Ramadan. Emergency
teams were sent to restore power to the houses.

Minister orders probe
into police station video

Flames coming out of a fire reported in a house under con-
struction in Qusour.

A firefighter puts out flames in a Taima house.

KUWAIT: Secretary General of SCPD Dr Khalid Mahdi (left)
and the UN Resident Coordinator of the UNDP Zainab bin
Jalloun are seen during the ceremony.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah recently visited the VIP Protection Unit at the ministry’s General Department of Special Security Forces. The minister was briefed on the
security plan to secure the residence of members of delegations participating in the ongoing Yemeni peace talks in Kuwait. The minister then visited the central operations and the 112 emergency operators’ rooms.


