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BORDEAUX: Europe’s titans clash today
when Germany and Italy meet in the plum
Euro 2016 quarter-final with huge stakes
for both countries. Germany captain
Bastian Schweinsteiger is poised to make
his first start in the Bordeaux match, while
Italy’s veteran defender Daniele de Rossi
faces a race to be fit. Like two heavyweight
boxers eyeing up their opponent before
the first bell, both teams have talked up
the respect factor and down played the
significance of Italy winning the last eight
meetings at major tournaments.

In the most recent matches, Italy
claimed a 2-1 win in the Euro 2012 semi-
finals while Germany romped to a 4-1 win
in a meaningless friendly in March.
Joachim Loew’s Germany insists they have
no ‘Italy trauma’ as they look to beat the
Azzurri at the ninth attempt on a big stage
and throw off their Italian shackles.
Antonio Conte’s Italy has compared taking
on the world champions as football’s
equivalent of ‘climbing Everest’. Italy have
their own trauma after crashing out of the
2014 World Cup in the first round.

Both squads insist this will be their
toughest test so far at the European
Championship finals. No doubt penalties
have been practiced behind closed doors,
should the tie be decided by a shoot-out.

The Azzurri proved they are up for the chal-
lenge by dumping previous holders Spain
out of the competition with a 2-0 win in the
last 16. But Conte’s team will have to
become the first team to score past the
Germans at Euro 2016, unless the tie is set-
tled by penalties. The clear, often repeated,
German message this week has been of
great respect, but no fear of the Azzurri. As
has been well documented in the media of
both European footballing powerhouses,
Italy has a rare unbeaten record over
Germany at major tournaments.

Italian curse 
“It doesn’t mean anything to me that

we have never beaten Italy in a big tourna-
ment”, said Germany midfielder Toni
Kroos. “They are the best team we will
have faced here. I’m looking forward to
the game and I’m very optimistic.” But the
question will be whether previous failures
appear at the back of German minds
should Italy take the lead in Bordeaux.
Torino striker Ciro Immobile, who spent an
unhappy season at Borussia Dortmund, is
not impressed with the respectful noises
coming from the Germans.

“We’ve beaten them so many times ...
they’re just trying to cover themselves,” he
said. “We know Germany are strong and

will be sure of themselves. But our victory
over Spain has really lifted our confidence.”
Germany have all their players fit and no
suspensions. Centre-back Jerome Boateng
has recovered from a calf strain which
made him doubtful for the 3-0 win over
Slovakia in the last 16. The burly Bayern
Munich defender scored his first interna-
tional goal against Slovakia.

Record-breaker Neuer 
After three Euro 2016 appearances off

the bench, Die Mannschaft’s leader
Schweinsteiger is poised to make his first
start after a knee injury. Germany’s shot-
stopper Manuel Neuer is on a record run
of five games unbeaten, a first in the 108-
year history of the German FA, which
includes the 2-0 warm-up win over
Hungary. Italy have Thiago Motta sus-
pended and are waiting on the fitness of
two other midfielders.

Italy’s De Rossi is almost certain to miss
out after injuring his right thigh in the win
over Spain.  Likewise,  Lazio winger
Antonio Candreva is doubtful after suffer-
ing a hamstring injury in their 1-0 group
stage win over Sweden nearly two weeks
ago. Neither took part in Thursday’s Italy
training session behind closed doors. Let
battle commence. — AFP 

MADRID: Vicente del Bosque brought the curtain down
on one of the most successful managerial careers in
football on Thursday, saying he has resigned from the
Spain job and does not expect to coach again. His
departure at aged 65 comes just days after the reigning
champions crashed out of Euro 2016, a sad end to a tro-
phy-laden career with club and country.

“Without a doubt, I have no intention to remain as
coach, but you have to be discreet. No matter what the
result of the Euros, I had no doubt about what my
future would be,” he told Spanish public radio RNE, con-
firming Spanish media reports that he was stepping
down. “I have handled this issue discreetly. But it is a
decision that was taken in advance,” he added. Spain
was eliminated from Euro 2016 on Monday following a
meek 2-0 last 16 defeat to Italy. Madrid-based sports

daily Marca says that ex-Sevilla coach Joaquin Caparros
is the favourite to take over.

Del Bosque, who succeeded the late Luis Aragones
after Spain’s triumph at Euro 2008, is a popular figure
in Spain after leading the national team to a maiden
World Cup victory in 2010 and a second consecutive
European Championship two years later. But some felt
a fresh start was needed after Spain’s failure to
advance beyond the group stage at the 2014 World
Cup finals in Brazil.

Del Bosque held on for a further two years hoping to
bow out on a high in France, but the gamble did not
pay off. “I had already said it. I had no doubts. It would
be hard to win (the tournament) again. Maybe we did
not perform well against Italy. The first stage went well.
But the most difficult part would be winning again,” Del

Bosque said. He told the radio station he will remain in
his post until his contract expires on July 31 and then he
will leave football coaching for good.

‘I will always remain close’ 
“On July 31 I will leave football. I will be available to

help. I will leave the bench although I will always remain
close and will want things to go well for Spanish foot-
ball. If I can help in anything, I will,” he said. Del Bosque
said no one at the Spanish football federation had asked
for his advice regarding who should replace him.
Caparros, who is currently out of work but has managed
a host of Spanish clubs including Villarreal, Granada,
Athletic Bilbao and Levante, told Marca:  “I would be
excited to manage the national team, any Spanish coach
would be honored to take this job.”  —  AFP 

Del Bosque quits Spain, football

Germany hopes to throw 
off storied Italy shackles

Super Sanches leaves
Ronaldo in the shade

MARSEILLE: Cristiano Ronaldo is one step closer to the holy
grail of an international trophy but was overshadowed by
the rising star of 18-year-old teammate Renato Sanches as
Portugal booked their place in the Euro 2016 semi-finals.
Despite still having failed to win a game in 90 minutes,
Ronaldo is just two games away from delivering Portugal’s
first major tournament win as A Selecao scraped past Poland
5-3 on penalties in Marseille. 

The quarter-final clash had been billed as a shootout
between two of Europe’s leading marksmen. Poland’s Robert
Lewandowski and Ronaldo scored a combined 93 goals for
Bayern Munich and Real Madrid this season. And it was
Poland who struck first blood as Lewandowski ended his
Euro 2016 drought before Ronaldo had even touched the
ball. Yet, rather than being revived by Ronaldo, Portugal’s
savior was Sanches as his energy, class and brilliant goal
brought Fernando Santos’s men back to life.

Sanches hadn’t even started an international match
before, but his impact off the bench to earn man-of-the-
match from a drab 1-0 win over Croatia in the last 16 forced
Santos’s hand to release him onto the big stage. Bayern
Munich’s move to seal his signature from Benfica for 35 mil-
lion Euros ($38 million) now looks a wise one with the repu-
tation of one of Europe’s hottest prospects only enhanced by
his showing in France.

Slow and riled 
By contrast, Ronaldo, in keeping with his displays at

Euro 2016, looked slow, surly and riled by some Polish
roughhouse tactics. Sanches, by contrast, had taken con-
trol with his power and energy in midfield and got his
reward. A neat one-two with Nani opened up a sight of
goal and his left-footed effort arrowed into the corner via a
slight deflection off Grzegorz Krychowiak. Ronaldo finally
got the space he craved early in the second half, yet still
couldn’t take advantage.

He fired wildly into the side-netting when played in
behind by Nani and failed to even make contact with an
embarrassing swipe at nothing but fresh air from another
dangerous Nani cross. Ronaldo’s mood only worsened. Joao
Mario felt his wrath after a misplaced pass and it encouraged
Polish fans to chant the name of his eternal rival for the
crown of the world’s best player, Lionel Messi. For all that he
still had the moment to seize glory from a frustrating night,
only to again fail to make contact with just Lukasz Fabianski
to beat five minutes from time.

Another miscontrol let the scrambling Polish defence off
the hook minutes into extra-time by which point Ronaldo’s
rage had turned to resignation. Indeed the swiftest piece of
movement he showed all night was to dodge a pitch invader
who made for the Real Madrid star in extra-time. Ronaldo
learned his lesson from Portugal’s Euro 2012 heartache
against Spain when he opted to take Portugal’s final penalty
and the shootout never got that far as Joao Moutinho and
Bruno Alves missed. — AFP 

MONTPELLIER:  Italy players attend a training session at the Bernard Gasset center.  — AP 


