
LONDON: Britain’s Andy Murray returns to Taiwan’s Lu Yen-hsun during their men’s singles second round match on the
fourth day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis Club in Wimbledon. — AFP 

LONDON: Wimbledon organizers
admitted they were considering play-
ing on the middle Sunday for the first
time in 12 years in an attempt to get
the rain-lashed tournament back on
track, an official told AFP. “Sunday play
is being considered but a decision
won’t be made until tomorrow,” a
spokesman for the All England Club
said yesterday. Play on the middle
Sunday-the traditional rest day in the
Wimbledon fortnight-last took place in
2004. It has only happened on two oth-
er occasions: in 1991 and 1997.

This year’s Wimbledon has been

badly affected by the weather with
long delays on Tuesday and
Wednesday. Only one minute of action
was possible on the outside courts yes-
terday and just a quarter of an hour on
Court One with a resumption not
expected before 3:00pm (1400 GMT).
Rain has seriously disrupted the sched-
ules for the past four days.  Organisers
had to pay out refunds of between 50
percent and 100 percent on
Wednesday’s tickets for the open
courts. There were still  16 second
round singles matches to complete
yesterday -the day usually reserved for

the start of the third round.
Play on Centre Court, featuring Juan

Martin del Potro against Stan Wawrinka
was continuing under the roof, with
multiple Wimbledon champions
Serena Williams and Roger Federer due
to play. Scheduling during rain delays
will ease in 2019 when a new roof over
Court One will be in operation. The last
time matches were staged on the mid-
dle Sunday, in 2004, was prompted by
a washout on the previous day. In both
2004 and 1997, two days of play were
completely rained off in the first week.

Before the roof was installed on

Centre Court, play was extended to a
third Monday in 1992, 1996, and 2000
in order to complete the finals, and
memorably again in 2001 when Goran
Ivanisevic, playing on a wild card, won
the men’s title on a Monday. A total of
30 days have been completely lost to
rain in the history of the tournament,
which dates back to 1877. Since the
Championships moved from Worple
Road to the current Church Road
grounds in 1922, there have only
been six completely rain-free tourna-
ments: in 1931, 1976, 1977, 1993,
1995 and 2010. — AFP 

Rain-hit Wimbledon may play on a middle Sunday

LONDON: Australia’s John Millman has
traded in his smart suit and the world of
city finance for a shot at former
Wimbledon champion Andy Murray.
The world number 67 is up against the
British second seed in the third round at
the All England Club-a world away from
the injury misery that forced him to seek
work in a friend’s finance firm while he
rebuilt his career.

Millman, who normally doles out
drinks to the handful of fans who cheer
him on, will have his work cut out to
keep up the tradition today. He is cer-
tain to play on either Centre Court or
the secondary 11,000-seater Court One-
both arenas that he has never even set
foot inside. “You dream of playing on
the biggest courts against the biggest
players,” said the 27-year-old from
Brisbane. “I feel as if I deserve to be
there. And third round Wimbledon, it’s
uncharted territory for me. “I have never
been one to go out with an intimidated
mindset before I play.  That’s being dis-
respectful to the game. So we are going
to start at 0-0-0. I’m going to give it
everything. “These are the matches you

live for and these are the ones you will
remember for the rest of your life.”

The Queenslander, who is now on a
career high, required shoulder surgery
in 2013, which saw him trade in the ten-
nis shorts for some sharper attire. “I
worked in the city for a little bit at one
of my mate’s companies. I was dressed
up in a suit each day,” he said. “I was
working at a finance place. A mate of
mine knew I was annoying my mum too
much at home. They needed to get me
out of the house, so I needed to go in
there and annoy them there! “Then I’d
go and do a little bit of rehab. It’s a slow
process. “I really have an appreciation
of these moments right now because
there was a big time there where I was-
n’t too confident. “I know that tennis
can change pretty quickly, and I know
you’re one big injury away from being
back at university.”

Fridge raider 
Now playing his seventh Grand Slam

tournament, Millman’s habit of raiding
the players’ free cold drinks to give to
supporters might have to change come

today. “I do it at most tournaments,
actually. I try to raid the fridges. Here
it’s so overcast that you have to hand
out coffee or something,” he said. “If I
was a l ittle kid and I  wanted some
drinks, I would have loved it. It’s always
good to give back.”

Millman’s place at the Rio Olympics
was confirmed on Thursday, with Nick
Kyrgios and Bernard Tomic both failing
to make the plane due to well-docu-
mented behavioural issues and fall-outs
with the authorities. But Millman knows
he is going to Brazil on merit thanks to
his ranking. “It’s the greatest honour to
play at the Olympic Games and repre-
sent your country. I’m pumped,” the
right-hander said.

Millman is a fan of England’s Liverpool
Football Club, an obsession from child-
hood that started out in winding up his
Manchester United-supporting relatives.
“On my dad’s side of the family, they’re
all United supporters, and the team they
hate the most is Liverpool,” he said. “So
being an annoying little six year old, you
probably go against the team they hate
the most.” — AFP 

City slicker Millman set to 
trade blows with Murray

Bitter lesson drives 
Yadav’s path to Rio

NEW DELHI: Vikas Krishan Yadav has learned from the bitter-
est experience that he can leave nothing to chance in the
Olympic ring and it is a lesson the Indian boxer will carry with
him to the Rio Games. Four years ago, the then 20-year-old
welterweight thought he had clinched a place in the quarter-
finals of the London Olympic tournament after beating
American Errol Spence 13-11.

His joy turned quickly to outrage when amateur boxing’s
governing body AIBA, after reviewing video footage, overturned
the result and awarded the American four additional points for
fouls committed by Yadav. India subsequently took the case to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), which rejected the
appeal. Yadav has since moved up to the 75kg category, but the
feeling of being wronged in London has never left him.

“London taught me a big lesson,” the softly-spoken boxer
told Reuters in an interview, sporting a mosaic of bruises on
the top half of his face and a couple of stitches over his right
eye. “It taught me I can’t leave anything to chance. It taught
me results of close contests can go either way even after
you’ve been declared the winner. “Since then, I have always
tried to make my bouts one-sided and win it really big. That
will be my effort in Rio as well.”

Shattered by the London setback, Yadav largely shunned the
ring for the next 18 months, undertaking training to become a
policeman in the northern Indian state of Haryana instead. “I
was a lot younger and more vulnerable then. I saw no point in
continuing boxing. I would wake up at nine, sleep late and be
casual about my training,” he recalled. “But a boxer is like a
caged bird which doesn’t know what to do with freedom. I start-
ed craving the rigour of boxing. “The time away from ring
allowed me to think about boxing. Now I’m better prepared to
deal with any such heartbreak.” He is, though, determined to
ensure he does not have to deal with anything similar in Rio. “I
have an unfinished business in the Olympics,” he said.  “My
dreams were shattered in London. I want to fulfill them in Rio.”

On competition mode
Yadav secured his Rio spot only last week at an Olympic

qualifier in Baku, where he settled for bronze after a cut he sus-
tained rendered him medically unfit for his semi-final bout. “I
qualified for London eight months before the Games and prob-
ably got a bit too casual,” said the boxer who is supported,
among others, by JSW Sports. “This time I could not qualify
from (last year’s) world championship, so the pressure was
building. It helps in a way, for I’m now in competition mode
and I’m not going to relax.”

For Yadav, who claimed the lightweight gold at the 2010
Asian Games and the middleweight bronze in the next edition
of the continental gathering in Incheon, winning is all. He feels
embarrassed when all he has to show from one of his trips
abroad is a souvenir T-shirt or a bag full of duty-free. To avoid
any such embarrassment after Rio, Yadav is approaching the
Games as if they were his last as he bids to emulate Vijender
Singh, who won India’s first boxing medal with a bronze, also in
the 75kg class, at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

“I’m taking it as my last attempt at an Olympic medal and I
feel I’m better prepared this time,” Yadav added. “In London, I
was just another clueless young boxer in his first Olympics. Four
years down the line and I’m still young but I have Olympic expe-
rience behind me too. “My health is perfect, I got enough ring
experience and my coaches and my family are right behind me.
If I can’t win a medal this time, I probably won’t ever.” — Reuters 
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