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DHAKA: Test cricket’s newest nations
are in despair at plans to split the format
into two divisions, fearing it could undo
decades of hard-fought progress on the
field and kill  interest in the game.
Cricket’s governing body the
International Cricket Council (ICC) is
meeting in Edinburgh this week to
debate proposals for the seven top-
ranked teams to establish a de facto
premier league in a bid to boost waning
interest in Tests.

Under the scheme being considered
by the ICC, the other three countries
with Test status would join a five-strong
second division along with Afghanistan
and Ireland. While the shake-up would
guarantee cricket’s leading nations play
each other every other year, the other
sides would be starved of matches
which draw in crowds and lucrative
broadcast deals. As things stand, the
two latest arrivals at cricket’s top table-
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe-will  be
doomed to the second tier and could be
joined by another relative newcomer Sri
Lanka. “This will spell the death of inter-
national cricket as we’ve known it,” said
Ahmed Sazzadul Alam, a Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) director.

Bangladesh lobbied for years to join
cricket’s elite before playing their first
Test in 2000. Their record has been poor,
winning just seven of their 93 Tests and
they are currently ranked ninth, just
above Zimbabwe. However, perform-
ances have improved significantly of
late and Bangladesh has only lost six of

their last 18 Tests. BCB vice president
Mahbubul Anam warned Bangladesh
“would go backwards” if they stop play-
ing teams such as England and India,
both of whom they are due to play later
this year.  “The more we play against
competitive sides, the better we’ll get,”
said Anam.

Alistair Campbell, a former director of
Zimbabwe’s board, appreciated the
arguments for a split because of the gulf
in class between the top and bottom
sides. But Campbell, a former captain
who played in Zimbabwe’s inaugural
Test against India in 1992, said it would
be heartbreaking if current players
would never be able to compete against
the best. “It’s going to be a tragedy if
you are growing up in a country like
Zimbabwe or Bangladesh,” he told AFP.
“It means you might never get the
opportunity to play with top tier sides.
That might drive players to go and seek
greener pastures.”

‘Disaster’ 
There are similar fears in Sri Lanka

which has fallen down the rankings in
the last two years after batting greats
Kumar Sangakkara and Mahela
Jayawardene retired. Sri Lanka is cur-
rently ranked seventh and in danger of
being overtaken by an improving West
Indies by the time the proposed split
comes into force. Sri Lanka also strug-
gled in the first decade after their inau-
gural Test in 1982 but then found their
feet and won the 1996 World Cup.

Sidath Wettimuny, who scored Sri
Lanka’s first Test century, warned the
architects of the split were playing with
fire. “It’s okay to make some tweaks but
what is proposed is going to be a disas-
ter in every sense of the word,” he said.
Sri Lankan board’s secretary Mohan de
Silva was cool on the proposal. “We are
not very much in favour, but we need to
discuss with our executive committee
after studying it carefully before taking a
final decision,” he wrote in a text from
Scotland. But Sports Minister Dayasiri
Jayasekera insisted the shake-up should
be opposed as it would “have a negative
impact”.

‘Financial ruin’ 
Sri Lanka’s cash-strapped board is

hugely dependent on TV money and
ticket revenue from tours by the likes of
India and Australia. But neither broad-
casters nor spectators will pay significant
amounts for matches involving minnows
such as Ireland. “If you club the weakest
teams in one league, who’ll be interest-
ed in watching those games? This will
lead to financial ruin,” Jayasekera told
AFP. The BCB’s Alam also warned of dire
financial consequences. “There would be
an inevitable loss of interest among
younger followers of and a decline in
interest from the media and sponsors,”
he said. “The resulting downturn in rev-
enues would undermine development
programs and funding of domestic
leagues. “It will effectively mean the end
of cricket for countries like us.” — AFP 

DHAKA: This file photograph taken on July 30, 2015 shows Bangladesh cricket captain Mushfiqur Rahim (R)
as he is watched by South Africa’s wicketkeeper Dane Vilas while playing a shot during the first day of the
second cricket Test match between Bangladesh and South Africa at The Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium. — AFP 

Anguish at split plans for 

Test cricket’s new nations

Butt: Amir to return 

like Mohammed Ali

KARACHI: Former Pakistan Captain Salman Butt said yesterday his
spot-fixing accomplice Mohammad Amir will be in top form on his
return to Test cricket, just like boxer Muhammad Ali was after his
suspension from boxing. Pakistan take on England in the first of
four Tests at Lord’s from July 14 with the focus on Amir. He will
play his first five-day match at the same venue where he, Butt and
Mohammad Asif were caught in a sting operation in 2010.

The trio had arranged deliberate no-balls in return for money
during the Lord’s Test against England on Pakistan’s tour, resulting
in a five-year cricketing ban and jail terms in the UK. But Amir’s ban
ended in September last year, and he has since returned to the top
of Pakistani cricket. Butt, 31, said Amir will need to focus on his
game. “He has bowled well in limited over matches and can deliver,”
he told AFP, adding that he did not see any areas where Amir could
improve. “Long lay-offs can hurt in many ways, but it depends on
individuals and if they show the same hunger and determination-
like Ali did in his forced lay-off-then one can succeed.”

Three-time heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, who
passed away last month, was suspended from boxing from 1967
until 1970 after refusing to join the US war in Vietnam. However
Butt admitted Amir could face a hostile reception in England, say-
ing he will “have to ignore” any enmity. “People will move on once
he does well and doesn’t react.” Amir, regarded as a rising star at
the time of his ban, pleaded guilty in a UK court.

That pushed his return to domestic matches six months prior to
the lifting of his international ban in September last year. He has
since played 13 limited over matches (two one-day and 11
Twenty20 internationals), during which he appeared to have lost
none of his talent. “There are no doubts that he can be Pakistan’s
key bowler against England across formats, just like on the tour of
2010,” said Butt. As for himself, Butt said he also hopes to return to
the international stage in the near future. 

Earlier this year he scored 536 runs in the national one-day cup.
“I am working hard and trying to perform in any type of cricket I
play because that is the only road to get back into the team,” he
said. Former head coach Waqar Younis had demanded Butt to be
included in Pakistan’s side for the World Twenty20 in India earlier
this year, but selectors rejected his request. Chief selector
Inzamam-ul-Haq last month said Butt and Asif will only be consid-
ered once they perform in first-class cricket. — AFP 

Lehmann urges ICC to 

prevent player burnout

MELBOURNE: Australia coach Darren Lehmann has urged
cricket’s governing body to help reduce the workload on play-
ers competing in all three forms of the game as he fears the cur-
rent packed schedule is unsustainable. As the Indian Premier
League (IPL) appears set to capitalize on recent International
Cricket Council (ICC) changes to the schedule through a “mini
IPL” in September, Lehmann fears such a tournament would
further restrict time off for his players.

In 2015, Australian cricketers who played all three formats
spent on average 280 days overseas. Under Cricket Australia
(CA) contracts, players are given a six-week break from commit-
ments, which many use to sign lucrative IPL contracts.
Lehmann said that while the financial incentive to play in India
was tempting, it often wore players out and the ICC should use
a common sense approach to future scheduling so that the toll
on bodies was not too high.

“If it keeps going like this, with players playing IPL as well,
they are inevitably going to break down,” Lehmann told
Australian media yesterday. “Hopefully changes will happen at
the ICC and then you will see a refined schedule which will be
better.” Lehmann said while players often consider setting
themselves up for life by playing in the IPL, it was a “tough
conundrum” for national selectors, as they are reluctant to
advise players not to take on out-of-contract commitments.

“If you look across a two-year cycle, all of our players have
had to come home at some point,” he said, while referring to
injuries Steve Smith (wrist) and Mitchell Marsh (hamstring)
picked up in the most recent IPL season. Lehmann believes that
while players may be primed to perform under matchday
stresses, it was the constant travel, variable conditions and lack
of adequate rest which was putting them most at risk. “It’s not
so much the cricket, it’s the travel to these places. You’re on the
road, you have training and all that stuff,” he said. The ICC is
currently considering the introduction of a two-tiered test
Championship and a one-day league, which would go some
way to lightening the workload. —Reuters 


