
MANILA: The dead body of a suspected drug dealer lies on the ground with a placard reading “Chinese
Drug Lord”. — AFP 
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MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte yesterday urged communist rebels
to start killing drug traffickers, adding
another layer to a controversial war on
crime in which he has warned thousands
will die. Duterte won May’s election in a
landslide after a campaign dominated by
his pledge to end crime within six months,
promising to do so by unleashing security
forces with shoot-to-kill orders.

In his inauguration speech on Thursday,
Duterte insisted his adherence to the rule of
law was “uncompromising”, apparently
seeking to assuage concerns from human
rights groups that he planned to orchestrate
mass extrajudicial killings. But yesterday,
Duterte called on communist rebels waging
one of Asia’s longest insurgencies to hold
their own guerrilla court hearings and then
carry out executions. “Drugs have reached
the hinterlands... what if you use your kanga-
roo courts to kill them to speed up the solu-
tion to our problem,” Duterte, a lawyer and

former city prosecutor, said in a speech
before the military’s top brass in Manila.

The communists’ armed wing, the 4,000-
strong New People’s Army, is known for
assassinating civilians deemed to have com-
mitted so-called crimes against the people.
However its courts and summary execu-
tions are illegal. In a late-night speech on
Thursday to a slum community in Manila
attended by only a few journalists, Duterte
called on ordinary Filipinos to kill drug
addicts, which is also illegal. “If you know of
any addicts, go ahead and kill them your-
self,” Duterte told a crowd of about 500
people. Duterte also vowed to kill drug traf-
fickers, using foul language he promised in
recent weeks to “tone down” as president.
“These sons of whores are destroying our
children. I warn you, don’t go into that, even
if you’re a policeman, because I will really kill
you,” said Duterte, 71.

A former mayor of the southern city of
Davao, Duterte had alternately denied and

confirmed running death squads there that
summarily executed suspected criminals.
Human rights groups say the squads-made
up of local police, former communist rebels
and hired assassins-have killed more than
1,000 people.

Bullet-riddled body 
Amnesty International said yesterday it is

encouraged by Duterte’s inauguration
pledge to honor the country’s obligations
under international law. “But now he is in
power, he needs to lend substance to those
words and break with his earlier rhetoric,”
Rafendi Djamin, the rights group’s director
for South East Asia and the Pacific said in a
statement. Before dawn yesterday, a bullet-
riddled body was found in a Manila slum
with a sign on it that read: “I am a Chinese
drug lord,” local police said.  The murder
bore all the hallmarks of an extrajudicial
killing, which would make it the first of
Duterte’s presidency. — AFP 

HK protesters rally on 
handover anniversary

HONG KONG: Protesters took to the streets of Hong Kong yes-
terday to mark the anniversary of the city’s handover from
Britain to China, with pro-independence groups rallying for the
first time amid fears Beijing is tightening its grip. But a Hong
Kong bookseller who was detained and interrogated for
months in mainland China, and was due to lead the annual
march, pulled out at the last minute citing a “serious threat” to
his security.

Tensions are high in the southern Chinese city after the
explosive revelations by Lam Wing-kee, whose account of his
detention on the mainland after he went missing last year sent
shockwaves through a city where residents are worried of erod-
ing freedoms. The 61-year-old was one of five employees of a
Hong Kong firm that published salacious titles about leading
Chinese politicians and who disappeared only to resurface over
the border. His story fanned growing concerns that Beijing is
increasing its influence in semi-autonomous Hong Kong, which
is ruled under a “one country, two systems” deal enshrined in
the July 1997 handover agreement, guaranteeing its freedoms
and way of life for 50 years. “Lam Wing Kee is facing a serious
threat and is forced to not attend the rally,” said protest leader
Lau Shan-Ching, who spent 10 years in a Chinese jail as a pris-
oner of conscience. The march organizers said Lam had pulled
out because he had been tailed in recent days.

“He had observed that he had been followed by strangers in
the last two days. He got greatly annoyed about his personal
safety so he decided not to come today,” pro-democracy law-
maker Albert Ho told reporters. “Mr Lam has reason to be
scared that this may be people from the mainland,” Ho added.
The march got underway nonetheless at around 3:30 pm (0730
GMT) from the city’s Victoria Park, with the front protesters
holding a huge banner that read “Stand in Unity. Protect Hong
Kong”. “We want to choose our own government,” shouted
protesters, some of whom carried yellow umbrellas-a symbol of
the pro-democracy movement that brought parts of the city to
a standstill for months in 2014. 

Anger, disappointment 
“As a Hongkonger, I feel I need to speak out for the city. To

pursue democracy is the issue this generation is most con-
cerned about,” rally participant Eva Li, 20, told AFP. Jackie Hung,
a member of pro-democracy Civil Human Rights Front, said the
city’s unpopular leader Leung Chun-ying should resign.  “(Hong
Kong people) are angry with the current government and very
disappointed at how things are managed,” she said.

The turnout at the beginning of the march appeared lower
than the organizer’s predictions of 100,000, but it was expected
to gather pace as it snaked through the city. A sense of impo-
tence clouded last year’s rally after the 2014 protests failed to
win political reform and the turnout was low. But there are
growing calls in the city to take a different path in demanding
more rights, particularly from groups like the emerging “local-
ist” movement, which is seeking independence from China.

Some are now demanding a return to British rule as a
stepping stone towards independence, while others say vio-
lence may be necessary to bring change. Following the main
march, several pro-independence groups are due to gather
outside China’s liaison office in a protest seen as a possible
flashpoint. Participants have said they will wear black
clothes and masks. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s re-embrace of nuclear
power, on display last week with the
recertification of two ageing reactors, is
prompting some critics to warn that
Tokyo is neglecting the lessons of
Fukushima. In the first such step since
the 2011 disaster,  Japan’s Nuclear
Regulation Authority (NRA) on June 20
approved Kansai Electric Power Co’s
application to extend the life of two reac-
tors beyond 40 years.

As it became clear the NRA was going
to allow the extensions, a former commis-
sioner broke a silence maintained since he
left the agency in 2014 and said “a sense
of crisis” over safety prompted him to go

public and urge more attention to earth-
quake risk. Kunihiko Shimazaki, who was a
commissioner from 2012 to 2014, said a
powerful quake in April that killed 69 on
Kyushu island showed the risk to some of
Japan’s 42 operable nuclear reactors was
being underestimated.

“I cannot stand by without doing any-
thing. We may have another tragedy and,
if that happens, it could not be something
that was ‘beyond expectations’,” he said,
referring to a common description of the
catastrophic chain of events after the
earthquake and tsunami that led to the
Fukushima meltdowns. The NRA has said
it would take into account Shimazaki’s

position in some of its assessments.
Separately when asked about the operat-
ing extensions of the reactors, a
spokesman for the regulator referred
Reuters to remarks by agency chairman,
Shunichi Tanaka, on the day of the exten-
sions, when he said: “It does not guaran-
tee absolute safety but it means the reac-
tors have cleared the safety standards.”

Exceptional circumstances
According to the World Nuclear

Association, an industry body, early reac-
tors were designed for a life of about 30
years, while newer plants can operate up
to 60 years. A 2012 Japanese law also

limits the life of all reactors to 40 years,
allowing for license extensions only in
exceptional circumstances. The melt-
downs five years ago at Tokyo Electric
Power Co’s Fukushima Daiichi plant after
an earthquake and tsunami - the worst
nuclear disaster since Chernobyl in 1986
- were blamed in an official report on lax
oversight and collusion between opera-
tors and regulators. Kyushu Electric
Power is the only utility that has been
cleared to restart two reactors at its
Sendai plant, while other utilities have
been blocked so far by legal action from
nearby residents. One more reactor may
restart later this month.
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