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LONDON: Gilles Simon threatened to sue,
Eugenie Bouchard bopped along to
Beyonce while John Isner steadily became
very bored playing mini-golf.

When it rains at Wimbledon, which it
has been doing for large parts of the first
week at a soggy All England Club, players
are driven to distraction. Volatile
Frenchman Simon was in combative
mood when light drizzle fell during his
second round match against Grigor
Dimitrov on Court One yesterday.

He even briefly refused to play on. “I
won’t play when it rains. I know you have
commitments to TV but if I get injured I

will sue you and I will win,” Simon told the
umpire before the brief shower passed on.

Play was halted at 4:00pm (1500 GMT)
on Tuesday while just 90 minutes of
action had been possible on courts away
from the covered Centre Court on
Wednesday. That meant only 18 of the
scheduled 62 singles matches were com-
pleted leaving the first round to drag on
until yesterday.

Organisers had to pay out refunds of
between 50 percent and 100 percent on
Wednesday’s open court tickets. At
1:00pm (1200 GMT) yesterday, Barbora
Strycova saw off Anett Kontaveit and the

opening round, usually wrapped up on
Tuesday, finally came to an end.

Isner started his first round match
against Marcos Baghdatis on Tuesday and
completed a 7-6 (7/2), 7-6 (7/5), 6-3 almost
48 hours later. It was one of six men’s
opening round ties that only finished
Thursday. 

Four first round women’s ties started
yesterday morning. “The long days in the
locker room the last two days were just
brutal. You can only play so much
putt?putt in the locker room with your
friends,” said Isner.

The big American, like many other

players, has become accustomed to the
European rain this summer.

At the French Open, his first round was
scheduled for the opening Sunday but he
didn’t get finished until Tuesday.

BOUCHARD ON THE COUCH 
Bouchard, the 2014 runner-up, needed

to play on Tuesday and Wednesday to
defeat Magdalena Rybarikova in the first
round. Her match was completed in the
late evening of Wednesday under the roof
of Centre Court and the Canadian was due
back on the same arena on Thursday to
face Britain’s Jo Konta. — AFP

Sleep, sue, sing-Wimbledon when it rains

Venus keeps her wits
about her to down

Greek qualifier 
LONDON: A time violation warning, a few spots of rain and the
thunderous groundstrokes of her rival could not throw Venus
Williams off her long-limbed stride as she reached the Wimbledon
third round with a 7-5 4-6 6-3 win over Greek qualifier Maria
Sakkari yesterday.

Playing an opponent who was not even aged three when she
won the first of her seven grand slam titles at Wimbledon in 2000,
Williams proved that it would take more than mere determination
to topple the American eighth seed.

Barring a loss to an unranked Kim Clijsters at the 2009 US
Open, Williams had not lost to a player ranked outside the world’s
top 100 at a grand slam this century.

World number 115 Sakkari’s hopes of ending that run gath-
ered momentum when she broke the 36-year-old three times in
the second set.

But Williams, who dropped her serve in the seventh game of
the first set after incurring a time violation warning for switching
rackets, was back into her groove in the third set and set up a
meeting with Russian Daria Kasatkina. 

Meanwhile, a clinical Simona Halep wasted no time in reach-
ing the third round at Wimbledon yesterday, cruising past Italian
veteran Francesca Schiavone 6-1 6-1 in just over an hour.

Showing glimpses of the form that took her to an All England
Club semi-final in 2014 and to world number two last year, the
fifth-seeded Romanian had too much power and court craft for
her 111th-ranked opponent.

Halep controlled much of the play with pinpoint ground-
strokes, dominating the baseline rallies and often finding winning
passing shots when her 36-year-old opponent varied her game by
coming to the net.

Troubled in recent months by an Achilles injury that forced her
withdrawal from the Birmingham event in mid-June, Halep was
playing only her second grasscourt match of the season.

Her record at Wimbledon remains mixed. With the exception
of 2014, she has previously got no further than the second round
in four attempts. Halep next faces 26th-ranked Kiki Bertens, who
this month became the first Dutchwoman in almost half a century
to reach the French Open semi-finals. — Reuters

WIMBLEDON: Britain’s Daniel Evans celebrates beating Ukraine’s Alexandr Dolgopolov in their men’s sin-
gles second round match on the fourth day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn
Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday. — AFP

LONDON:  Daniel Evans insists he doesn’t
want to be reduced to a figure of fun when
he follows in Marcus Willis’s footsteps
against Wimbledon legend Roger Federer.

After world number 772 Willis became
an overnight sensation with his run
through qualifying to a memorable second
round defeat against Federer this week, it’s
Evans’ turn to take on the Swiss star follow-
ing a 7-6 (8/6), 6-4, 6-1 victory against
Ukrainian 30th seed Alexandr Dolgopolov
yesterday.  Evans, until now known mostly
for landing himself in trouble with his off-
court antics, will be playing in the All
England Club third round for the first time
when he faces seven-time Wimbledon
champion Federer.  But unlike the perma-
nently grinning Willis, who performed
gamely but at times resembled a fan who
had somehow found his way onto Centre
Court, Evans is treating his opportunity
with the utmost seriousness.  “It’s not a day
out for me. It’s a good opportunity. It’s not
a Lord Mayor’s show, whatever. I’m taking
it seriously,” Evans said.  “He’s not a normal
guy obviously. It would be stupid to say it’s

not a special occasion to play him.
“I just have to prepare myself best and

try and put that to the back of my head. “It’s
going to be a great experience.  Hopefully
an even better one than most people
think.” Evans had beaten Jan-Lennard Struff
on Monday to continue a fine year in which
he has risen more than 650 places to num-
ber 91 in the world rankings.

RENAISSANCE 
It was Evans’ first win in four attempts at

Wimbledon after claiming seven years ago
he would be stacking supermarket shelves
if he had not cracked it by 25.

That depressing career path appeared
to be looming large when, ranked outside
the top 700, he was reduced to entering
pre-qualifying in an unsuccessful bid to
make the Wimbledon main draw last year.
But, now 25, Evans is finally showing signs
of maturing enough to fulfil his potential.

“When I was a bit younger, I don’t think I
was ready to play professional tennis. I
would say I wasn’t ready for that commit-
ment of day in, day out,” he said.

“I let a lot of people down. It was diffi-
cult to keep letting those guys down,
seeing them disappointed in what I’d
been doing.  “Gradually sort of got the
message through. But it  took a few
knocks at the door. It’s a grind at times.
Now I’m enjoying it.”

Key to Evans’ renaissance is British
Davis Cup captain Leon Smith, who once
joked he would have to electronically tag
Evans to ensure he didn’t disappear for
wild nights out.

“I owe a lot to Leon. He’s always shown
good strength of character to back me
when a lot of people would have thrown
me away,” Evans said.  Asked if he will seek
advice from Willis on how to face Federer
for the first time, Evans took the opportuni-
ty for a friendly jibe at his close friend.  “Are
you kidding me? I don’t get a word out of
him.  He’s a celebrity now,” he laughed.

“I still can’t believe he actually qualified
and won a round. “I’d be hard pushed to
find someone that resents him right now.
Everyone is so happy for him. He should be
dining out on it for a while.” — AFP

Daniel Evans next British 
underdog to face Federer

LONDON: Simona Halep of Romania returns to Francesca
Sciavone of Italy during their women’s singles match on
day four of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in
London, yesterday. — AP


