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DENPASAR: An Australian went on trial
yesterday accused of molesting dozens of
Indonesian children on the popular resort
island of Bali. Prosecutors have accused
Melbourne-born Robert Andrew Fiddes
Ellis of molesting 24 children since 2014.
The 69-year-old allegedly lured children to
his house by offering them gifts and mon-

ey, before touching them inappropriately
while bathing them. Bali police arrested
Ellis in January after a tip-off from a local
child protection agency about a suspicious
foreigner who frequently invited young
children to his home. 

Ellis could face 15 years in prison if
found guilty. His lawyer, Soti Sapurah,

denied Ellis had molested the children,
claiming his client only bathed them and
never forced them to engage in inappro-
priate acts.  “Robert did not intend to
molest the children, he only wanted to
make them happy,” Sapurah told AFP out-
side Denpasar District Court. Ellis will
return to court in July. Bali is a popular holi-

day destination for global tourists, particu-
larly Australians, who flock to the island for
its surf, resorts and night life. But some
have wound up in prison on child sex
offences. In 2009, 61-year-old Australian
Philippe Robert Grandfield was sentenced
to eight years prison for paying underage
boys for sexual favours. — AFP 

Australian faces court in Bali on child sex offences

KABUL: Afghan policemen look on as the wreckage of a bus is removed from the site of a suicide bomb attack that targeted
a convoy of buses transporting police cadets on the outskirts of Kabul yesterday. — AFP photos

KABUL: The Taleban claimed responsi-
bility yesterday for a twin suicide attack
targeting a convoy of buses transport-
ing Afghan police cadets in Kabul, which
Afghanistan’s interior ministry said killed
30 and wounded 58. The bloodshed,
which was condemned as a “crime
against humanity” by President Ashraf
Ghani, comes little over a week after 14
Nepali security guards who were head-
ing to work at the Canadian embassy
were killed in a massive blast that left
their minibus spattered with blood.

“The convoy of buses transporting
newly graduated police was targeted by
two suicide attackers in the limits of
Kabul province. As a result 30 police
were martyred and 58 more injured,” a
statement issued by the interior ministry
said. Sediq Sediqqi, a spokesman for the
ministry, said the cadets were returning
from a training centre in neighboring
Wardak province and were heading to
the capital when targeted on Kabul’s
outskirts. One attacker was on foot, and
the other was in an explosive-packed
car, he said. The Taleban quickly claimed
responsibility for the attack, the group’s
spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, said in
a statement. An AFP reporter said the
area had been cordoned off but it

appeared that five green police cadet
buses had sustained damage, as well as
a military Humvee vehicle assigned to
escort them. Twisted metal and glass
shards littered the scene as security per-
sonnel gathered around the wreckage.
President Ghani said the attack demon-
strated the Taleban’s weakness on the
battlefield, a statement from his office
said. “This cruel and complete disregard
for human life during the holy month of
Ramazan is abhorrent,” the US embassy
in Kabul added.

Resurgent Taleban
The resurgent Taleban have been

fighting against the Western-backed
Kabul government since they were oust-
ed from power by a US-led invasion in
late 2001. They have been gaining
ground across the country but the
Islamic State group are also making
inroads into Afghanistan, particularly in
the east, where they are challenging the
Taleban on their own turf. On June 20,
14 Nepali security guards were killed in
an attack on their bus that prompted
Kathmandu to ban its nationals from
working in the war-ravaged country. 

Eleven others were killed in a string of
bombings across Afghanistan on the

same day. The US and NATO combat
mission in Afghanistan ended in
December 2014. US forces have been in
an advisory role since then, while carry-
ing out counterterrorism missions
against IS and remnants of Al-Qaeda. US
forces had only been authorized to hit
Taleban targets for defensive reasons, or
to protect Afghan soldiers. But the
recent changes mean US troops can now
work more closely with local fighters in
striking the Taleban, who have demand-
ed the departure of all foreign forces.

The Taleban regularly attack police as
part of their campaign, and a recent AFP
investigation found that the insurgents
are exploiting child sex slaves employed
by security forces to deploy deadly
insider attacks. President Ghani on
Tuesday ordered an investigation into
the institutionalized abuse.

Efforts to bring the war to a close via
peace talks meanwhile appear indefi-
nitely stalled after the US killing of for-
mer Taleban chief Mullah Akhtar
Mansour in a drone attack inside
Pakistan last month. It is not yet clear
whether his successor Haibatullah
Akhundzada will emulate his former
boss in shunning dialogue with the
Afghan government. — AFP 

Taleban bombers hit police 

cadets in Kabul, killing 30

Bloodshed condemned as ‘crime against humanity’

Indonesian policeman

to be honored

for refusing bribes

JAKARTA: A member of Indonesia’s notoriously corrupt
police is to be honored for refusing to accept bribes during
his 40-year career, instead scavenging garbage to supple-
ment his meagre salary, an official said yesterday. While
many countries give awards for police bravery, Indonesian
authorities have decided to honor policeman Seladi, 57,
after he became a media sensation when the story of his
determination not to accept kickbacks emerged. The
police in Indonesia are considered one of the country’s
most graft-ridden institutions. They are accused of regular-
ly extorting bribes from the public, being involved in the
drugs trade, and have been embroiled in numerous high-
profile corruption cases.

But father-of-three Seladi-who like many Indonesians
goes by only one name-insists he always refused bribes
despite only earning the equivalent of about $400 a month
and facing much temptation, as he worked in the depart-
ment that issued driving licences in the city of Malang, on
Java island. “In the driving licence department, there is a
lot of temptation,” he said. 

“Many people want to give me money or gifts so they
can pass their driving test. But I always refused-my parents
taught me not to take bribes.” He was unable to afford his
own house, meaning he had to live with his wife and chil-
dren at the home of his parents-in-law.

In 2004, Seladi began scavenging from garbage dumps
to top up his state income, earning on average an extra $5
a day, mostly by selling on recyclable items.  East Java
province police spokesman Argo Yuwono said Seladi
would be honored at a ceremony on Indonesia’s national
police day on Friday for not accepting bribes, and for his
dedication in supporting his family by doing extra work. 

The spokesman did not say what exactly Seladi would
receive. Indonesia was ranked 88th out of 168 countries
and territories in NGO Transparency International’s
Corruption Perceptions Index last year. A number one
ranking represents the least corrupt. — AFP 

MALANG: Indonesian policeman Seladi carries bags of
garbage in Malang, East Java. Seladi, a member of
Indonesia’s notoriously corrupt police is to be honored for
refusing to accept bribes during his 40-year career,
instead scavenging garbage to supplement his meager
salary. — AFP 


