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Egyptian singer Tamer Hosni performs on stage at Kuwait’s Ice Skating Rink. 

Asala

By Nawara Fattahova

The musical concerts of the Hala February
Festival kicked off on Thursday night at the
Ice Skating Rink, like every year. The weath-

er was extremely cold, but fans still came to
enjoy listening to their favorite stars.

The first concert started with the young Qatari
singer Fahd Al-Kbeisi, who came onstage at
10:30 pm. Although he launched his career in
2001, he only became popular in Kuwait a few
years ago, especially among the younger genera-
tion. Besides his own songs, he also sang some
old folk Kuwaiti songs. He took a selfie from the
stage with the audience for his Snapchat
account. He concluded at 11:45 pm.

The second singer to come onstage was
Syrian veteran Asala Nasri, at 12:15 am. Wearing a
long white dress, she welcomed the large audi-
ence. She concluded at 1:45 am. The concert con-
cluded with veteran Saudi singer Abadi Al-
Jawhar, who came onstage at 2:15 am. He started
his career about 40 years ago, and is very popular
for playing the oud (lute), and is known as the
‘King of Oud’ and the ‘Octopus of Oud’. His fans
enjoyed his performance till 4:00 am.  

The second concert took place on Friday night
with three singers participating. It started at
10:15 pm with young Emirati singer Shama
Hamdan. The 22-year-old became popular after
participating in the TV show ‘Arabs Got Talent’,

and gained a huge number of fans. As of last year
when she participated in the festival, she pre-
sented a new song that she sang for the first
time, which the audience liked and sang with
her. She concluded at 11:20 pm.

The second singer was veteran Algerian star
Shab Khalid, who is internationally popular due
to some of his popular songs in French. This is
the first time for him to participate in a musical
concert in Kuwait, and he expressed his happi-
ness to perform in Kuwait when he came
onstage at midnight. He is called the King of Rai,
which is a style of Algerian music. The audience
interacted with his Western fast rhythmic music
that’s different from the other performers in the
festival. He concluded at 1:00 am.

The final part of this concert witnessed action,
as a young girl ran from the audience towards
popular Egyptian singer Tamer Hosni, trying to
hug him. This happened after he came down
from the stage, but he continued singing, while
the security guards took the excited fan outside.
Tamer started his career in 2002 with a joint
album with Egyptian singer Shireen. He released
his first solo album in 2004. He has become very
popular, especially among the younger genera-
tion, and his fans sang with him all his songs. He
also took a selfie from the stage with the audi-
ence.  
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