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MUMBAI: New Delhi’s Feroz Shah Kotla
ground is in danger of losing its World
Twenty20 fixtures after the Indian crick-
et board (BCCI) moved a match against
Sri Lanka away from the venue due to
administrative lapses.  The Delhi and
District Cricket Association (DDCA)
failed to get the requisite clearances
from various civic authorities in order to
host the Feb. 12 T20 match between
India and Sri Lanka, forcing the BCCI to
transfer the contest to Ranchi.  BCCI sec-
retary Anurag Thakur said the DDCA
needed to procure all the necessary
clearances by Sunday if they were to
continue as the hosts of the March 8-

April 3 tournament.  “As far as the World
Cup is concerned, the World Cup man-
agement committee has met today and
has also discussed the issue of DDCA,”
Thakur said.

“ They have given a deadline of
January 31, five o’ clock, to come out
with the required NOCs (no-objection
certificates) so that they can continue as
a host of the World Cup matches.  “If
they are unable to do so by 31st
evening, then the BCCI will shift those
matches to the seven other remaining
venues.” Delhi is scheduled to host four
matches in the tournament, including a
semi-final on March 30. — Reuters

Delhi venue at risk of 

losing World T20 matches

WELLINGTON: New Zealand captain
Brendon McCullum has been named to
lead his country in his final one-day
series against Australia next month,
providing he can prove his fitness.

The 34-year-old is expected to play
New Zealand’s third and final one-day
international against Pakistan in
Auckland today, as he makes his way
back from a back injury he sustained
last month against Sri Lanka.

“I’ve had a good couple of hits (in
the nets),” McCullum told reporters in
Auckland on Saturday. “It’s probably
not 100 per cent but there’s a bit of
stiffness so hopefully I’ll be fine for
tomorrow.”

Tom Latham was named as cover
for McCullum, who will retire after the
second test against Australia in
Christchurch next month.

Top order batsman Ross Taylor
(side) and bowlers Tim Southee (foot)
and Mitchell McClenaghan (eye) were
not considered for the three-match
one day series against Australia that
starts next Wednesday due to injury.

“This is a pinnacle event for us and
we will look to get our best side out on
the park each time we play,” New

Zealand coach Mike Hesson said yes-
terday.

“We’ve been lucky enough to use a
big squad over the summer and
although were missing a few key play-
ers, we have guys who can step in and
we know are up to the task.”

Australia, who flew to New Zealand
on Saturday, would be without coach
Darren Lehmann for the one-day series
as he recovers from deep vein throm-
bosis that has restricted his travel.

“We are stil l  awaiting medical
advice on when Darren is able to
return to work,” Cricket Australia high
performance manager Pat Howard
said. “As he is not available for the ODI
component of the New Zealand tour
we have decided to remain with the
current management team that will
see Michael Di Venuto serve as acting
head coach.”

New Zealand squad for Australia
one-day series: Brendon McCullum
(captain), Corey Anderson, Trent Boult,
Doug Bracewell, Grant Elliott, Martin
Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom Latham*,
Adam Milne, Colin Munro, Henry
Nicholls, Luke Ronchi, Mitchell Santner,
Kane Williamson. — Reuters

McCullum to play final

ODI series pending fitness

NEW YORK: New York Knicks forward Kristaps Porzingis, center, shoots in front of Phoenix Suns forward Markieff Morris, right, during the
fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game, Friday, in New York. The Knicks won 102-84. —AP

NEW YORK: Carmelo Anthony had 19 points, 10
rebounds and eight assists in his return from a two-
game absence, and the New York Knicks snapped a
four-game losing streak with a 102-84 victory over
the Phoenix Suns on Friday night. Kristaps
Porzingis also rejoined the lineup with seven
points and seven rebounds, and the Knicks sent
the Suns to their 13th straight road loss. Anthony
had sat out with soreness in his surgically repaired
left knee, and Porzingis missed his first game of the
season Thursday with an upper respiratory illness.
Having them back helped Arron Afflalo, who
scored 12 of his 17 points in helping the Knicks
open a big first-quarter lead that was never really
threatened. Rookie Devin Booker scored 21 points
for the Suns, who fell to 4-21 on the road. Their last
road victory was Dec. 7 in Chicago.

CELTICS 113, MAGIC 94
Kelly Olynyk and Marcus Smart scored 16 points

apiece as the Boston Celtics won a season-high
fifth straight game, beating the slumping Orlando
Magic. Jae Crowder and Evan Turner each added 15
points, and Isaiah Thomas had 14 points and eight
assists in just 27 minutes. Led by Olynyk, who
scored nine points in the fourth quarter, the Celtics
seized control by starting the period on a 22-4 run
and pushing their lead as high as 27. Nik Vucevic
led Orlando with 14 points and eight rebounds.
Shabazz Napier added 13 points. Orlando has lost
10 consecutive regular-season games in Boston.

CAVALIERS 114, PISTONS 106
Kevin Love scored 19 of his 29 points in the first

half, Kyrie Irving had 28 points and the Cleveland
Cavaliers rolled to another high-scoring win, 114-
106 over the Detroit Pistons. The Cavaliers have
won three straight since losing to Chicago in
Tyronn Lue’s first game as Cleveland’s coach.
Cleveland has scored at least 114 points in each of
the past three games. LeBron James had 20 points,
nine rebounds and eight assists, shrugging off a
rare missed dunk in the third quarter. He surpassed
the 26,000-point mark during that period, becom-
ing the youngest player to do so at 31 years, 30
days. Andre Drummond had 20 points and eight
rebounds for Detroit.

HEAT 107, BUCKS 103
Dwyane Wade scored 24 points and hit a long

jumper with 44.5 seconds left, and the Miami Heat
won their third straight road game by beating the
Milwaukee Bucks. Wade led a balanced scoring
effort with all five Miami starters scoring in double
figures. Chris  Bosh added 20. Wade’s step-back
jumper from just inside the arc gave Miami a 103-
101 lead. The Heat could have had a smoother fin-
ish if Wade hadn’t gone 2 of 4 from the foul line
after his jumper. But Wade finished off the Bucks by
hitting two foul shots with 3.9 seconds left to give
the Heat a four-point edge. Miami is headed home
after wrapping up a five-game, 10-day road trip.
Giannis Antetokounmpo led the Bucks with 28
points.

MAVERICKS 91, NETS 79
Chandler Parsons had 19 points and a season-

high 10 rebounds while Deron Williams struggled
in his first game against his former team and the
Dallas Mavericks beat the Brooklyn Nets. Parsons
led the Mavericks in scoring for the fifth time in six
games and is averaging 24 points during that span.
Williams, who sat out a visit to Brooklyn in
December with a left hamstring strain, scored eight
points on 3-of-14 shooting. Brook Lopez scored 28
points to lead the Nets, who had a four-game win-
ning streak in Dallas snapped. Brooklyn is 3-12 in
January with one game remaining in the month,
which included the firing of coach Lionel Hollins.

THUNDER 116, ROCKETS 108
Russell Westbrook’s sixth triple-double of the

season helped the Thunder defeat the Houston
Rockets. Westbrook finished with 26 points, 14
assists and 10 rebounds. It was the 25th triple-dou-
ble of his career. Kevin Durant had 33 points and 12
rebounds and Enes Kanter scored 20 of his 22
points in the second half for the Thunder, who have
won 10 of 11 overall and six straight at home.
James Harden had 33 points, seven rebounds and
seven assists for the Rockets. Houston’s Dwight
Howard was ejected in the third quarter after pick-
ing up his second technical foul, and Kanter scored
all 20 of his second-half points after that.

JAZZ 103, TIMBERWOLVES 90
Rodney Hood scored 22 points, Derrick Favors

had 20 in his return to the starting lineup and the
Utah Jazz beat the Minnesota Timberwolves to win
consecutive games for the first time in nearly three

weeks. The Timberwolves kept it close until late in
the third quarter, when the Jazz closed on a 14-0
run that started with Favors’ put-back dunk and
ended with Trey Burke’s 3-pointer. This was Favors’
third game back and first as a starter since missing
16 games with a back/hip injury. Hood reached 20
points for the fourth time in five games. Karl-
Anthony Towns led Minnesota with 32 points and
12 rebounds, and Gorgui Dieng added 20 points
and 15 rebounds.

CLIPPERS 105, LAKERS 93
Chris Paul scored 27 points and the Los Angeles

Clippers beat the Lakers for their franchise-record
ninth straight victory over their Staples Center co-
tenant. Austin Rivers added 17 points off the bench
for the Clippers, who improved to 14-3 without
Blake Griffin. Their star forward is out for at least a
month with a broken right hand after punching a
team staff member on the road last weekend. He
had already been out since Dec. 26 with another

injury. Julius Randle had 23 points and 14
rebounds for the Lakers, who dropped their ninth
in a row and 13th in 14 games. Kobe Bryant sat out
with various ailments.

TRAIL BLAZERS 109, HORNETS 91
Damian Lillard scored 22 points and Allen

Crabbe added 20 off the bench to help the
Portland Trail Blazers top the Charlotte Hornets. C.J.
McCollum and Al-Farouq Aminu each had 17
points for the Blazers, who have won three straight
and seven of their last nine games overall. They’ve
won eight straight over Charlotte at home. Marvin
Williams had 20 points and nine rebounds as the
Hornets fell to 6-17 on the road this season. The
game marked the return of Charlotte’s Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist, who played his first game of the sea-
son after suffering a shoulder injury in the presea-
son. The Hornets’ top defender started and played
33 minutes, getting 13 points and seven
rebounds.—AP

Knicks hand Suns 13th 

straight road loss

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 31 15 .674 —
Boston 27 21 .563 5
New York 23 26 .469 9.5
Brooklyn 12 35 .255 19.5
Philadelphia 7 40 .149 24.5

Central Division
Cleveland 33 12 .733 —
Chicago 26 19 .578 7
Detroit 25 22 .532 9
Indiana 24 22 .522 9.5
Milwaukee 20 29 .408 15

Southeast Division
Atlanta 27 21 .563 —
Miami 26 21 .553 0.5
Charlotte 22 25 .468 4.5
Washington 20 24 .455 5
Orlando 20 25 .444 5.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 36 13 .735 —
Portland 22 26 .458 13.5
Utah 21 25 .457 13.5
Denver 18 29 .383 17
Minnesota 14 34 .292 21.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 42 4 .913 —
LA Clippers 31 16 .660 11.5
Sacramento 20 26 .435 22
Phoenix 14 34 .292 29
LA Lakers 9 40 .184 34.5

Southwest Division
San Antonio 39 7 .848 —
Memphis 27 20 .574 12.5
Dallas 27 22 .551 13.5
Houston 25 24 .510 15.5
New Orleans 17 28 .378 21.5

NBA results/standings

LA Clippers 105, LA Lakers 93; Dallas 91, Brooklyn 79; Boston 113, Orlando 94; Detroit 106, Cleveland 114; New York
102, Phoenix 84; Portland 109, Charlotte 91; Utah 103, Minnesota 90; Oklahoma City 116, Houston 108; Milwaukee
103, Miami 107.

MELBOURNE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (L) gestures as he speaks with his coach Boris
Becker during a training session on day thirteen of the 2016 Australian Open tennis
tournament in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic is poised to
enter Rod Laver and Bjorn Borg territory as
he chases a record-equalling sixth
Australian Open title in today’s final against
Andy Murray. The peerless world number
one is strongly favoured to deny Murray for
a fourth time in the Melbourne final and
secure a victory which would push him fur-
ther up the list of the sport’s greats.

Should he again vanquish the world
number two, Djokovic will join Borg and
Laver with 11 Grand Slam titles, and equal
Roy Emerson’s record of six Australian
crowns-and all  at the age of just 28.
Djokovic destroyed the all-time Grand Slam
champion Roger Federer in Thursday’s
semi-final to yet again underline his domi-
nance in the men’s game, and enter his fifth
straight major final.

“Fighting for a Grand Slam trophy is a
pinnacle of our sport. This is exactly where
you want to be,” Djokovic told reporters on
Saturday.  “You work hard to put yourself in
this position. Of course, adding to that the
fact that I am able to make history is just an
additional encouragement and incentive
for me to do well.

“If you want to win Grand Slam titles
and be the best in the world, you have to
win against the best players in the world.
Going to be ready for that.” This will be the
31st meeting between the pair in a rivalry
that goes back to their junior days.

Murray is just seven days older than the
Serb and while he enjoyed some success
earlier on the professional tour, Djokovic
has won 10 of their last 11 encounters.

ATTACK THE SECOND SERVE
Djokovic holds a 6-2 win-loss record

against the Scot in Slams and a 3-2 advan-
tage in major finals. There is not much each
other does not know about the other’s
game.

“It’s two games that are very much alike,
so it’s basically who’s going to outplay who
from the baseline,” Djokovic said.

“I think serve is an important factor in

tomorrow’s match. I think both of us will try
to serve high percentage of first serves and
not allow the other player to attack the sec-
ond serve too many times.  “Yeah, a lot
about tactics and a lot about how you han-
dle your emotions of the greatness of that
occasion of playing for the Grand Slam
title.” Djokovic wore down Murray in last
year’s attritional final, in which the first two
sets lasted two-and-a-half hours, and is
renowned for his powers of endurance.

Djokovic mastered Rafael Nadal in the
longest ever Grand Slam final in five hours,
53 minutes at the 2012 Australian Open,
and last year he won the physical battle as
he put away Murray in four sets.  As well as
his three losses to Djokovic in the
Melbourne Park final in 2011, 2013 and
2015, the Scot also went down to Federer
in the title match in 2010.

“I don’t think many people are expect-
ing me to win on Sunday,” Murray said.  “I
have to just believe in myself, have a solid
game plan, and hopefully execute it and
play well.

“But the previous disappointments, it’s
one tennis match. Doesn’t matter what’s
happened in the past really. It’s about what
happens on Sunday.” Djokovic, while confi-
dent of another victory, knows what lies
ahead in today’s decider between two
patient, defensive players.  “I’m expecting a
battle with Andy, as it always is. Very physi-
cally demanding match. Lots of rallies,
exchanges. It’s no secret we know how we
play against each other,” he said.

Murray’s second serve, once considered
a weakness, has more power and the extra
oomph gives him more weapons to com-
plement his already formidable return and
defensive game.

“There has been a lot of talks about his
second serve, and I’m sure he and his team
are very much aware of that,” Djokovic said.

“But on the other hand, I’m also working
on things to improve, and I’m sure  that we
will try to explore each other’s weaknesses
tomorrow and see what  happens.” —AFP

Dominant Djokovic looks 

to join Laver, Borg

MELBOURNE: Andy Murray got a boost yester-
day ahead of his Australian Open final against
Novak Djokovic after his brother Jamie teamed
up with Brazil’s Bruno Soares to win the doubles
title.  The seventh seeds bounced back from a set
down to beat Czech veteran Radek Stepanek and
Canadian Daniel Nestor 2-6, 6-4, 7-5 on Rod
Laver Arena.  Andy Murray turned up at Rod
Laver Arena to watch the trophy presentation
and film it on his phone-despite the fact it was
1:00 am and he is playing the singles final today
evening.

“Andy you should be in bed, I don’t know why
you’re here taking photos.  We’ll be there to sup-

port you tomorrow,” Jamie Murray said in his
acceptance speech.

It was the newly formed partnership’s first
doubles title, in their first Grand Slam together-a
feat last achieved by Vasek Pospisil and Jack Sock
at Wimbledon in 2014.

If Jamie’s sibling Andy beats world number
one Djokovic in today’s men’s final, they will
become the first brothers to both the men’s sin-
gles and doubles titles at a Grand Slam in the
Open era. Melbourne Park has now had different
doubles champions for five straight years, with
America’s Bryan brothers the last team to suc-
cessfully defend the title in 2011. — AFP

Murray gets doubles 

boost from brother

MELBOURNE: Britain’s Jamie Murray (L) and Brazil’s Bruno Soares pose with the trophy as
they celebrate after victory in their men’s doubles final match against Canada’s Daniel
Nestor and Czech Republic’s Radek Stepanek on day thirteen of the 2016 Australian Open
tennis tournament in Melbourne.— AFP


