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IOWA: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump poses with a ring given to him by a group of veterans during a campaign event on the campus of Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. — AP 

NEW YORK: Republican frontrunner Donald
Trump, the swaggering billionaire who revels in
money and celebrity, has upended the 2016
presidential election by casting a spell over
grassroots conservatives to the horror of the
political establishment. To his critics, he is a
racist demagogue or at best, a buffoon with an
orange permatan and an odd helmet of hair
who would either hand Hillary Clinton the White
House or lead the world into unmitigated catas-
trophe.

To his fans, he is the definition of American
success, the cut-throat tycoon who can magical-
ly fix all that’s wrong with a country no longer
sure of its place in the world and home to an
increasingly frustrated white working and mid-
dle class. What is clear is that the 69-year-old
New Yorker defies the rules. He insults women,
Mexicans, Muslims-virtually everyone who
crosses his path and yet his say-it-how-it-is hon-
esty, defiance of political correctness and dis-
dain for the political class has struck a chord
matched by almost no other candidate. “I could
stand in the middle of 5th Avenue and shoot
somebody and I wouldn’t lose voters,” he boast-
ed in Iowa last week. “It’s, like, incredible.”

Billions
He promises to build a wall on the Mexican

border, deport millions of illegal immigrants and
stand up to China to “Make America Great
Again.” He also plays fast and loose with statis-
tics, and has never unveiled detailed policies. He
jets from rally to rally in his Boeing 757 like a

rock star and sucks up roughly as much TV cov-
erage as the other candidates combined, saving
him tens of millions of dollars in paid advertis-
ing. The big question is: Can he translate his poll
numbers into votes? Can he win the Iowa cau-
cus or will his campaign start to unravel when
registered Republicans cast their first votes in
the long road to the November election?

The Donald, as he is nicknamed, was born on
June 14, 1946 in Queens, New York, the fourth of
five children. His father Fred was a wealthy real
estate developer and the son of German immi-
grants. His mother Mary was from Scotland.
Boisterous and unruly, he was packed off to
New York Military Academy, a private boarding
school near West Point, and graduated from the
Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania in 1968 with an economics
degree. He then set to work for his father, who
made money building and operating middle-
income apartments in New York’s outer bor-
oughs. But Queens and Brooklyn were never
going to be enough for the young Donald. He
shot off to Manhattan and the big league, snap-
ping up some of the flashiest real estate in the
country, riding the wave of Reaganomics and
coming to embody the swanky extravagance of
the 1980s.

Insults
His true wealth is up for dispute. Trump told

the Federal Election Commission he has more
than $10 billion. Forbes insists it is no more than
$4.5 billion. But there is barely a corner of

Manhattan that the Trump Organization hasn’t
conquered with luxury buildings. Its portfolio of
hotels, golf courses, casinos and luxury estates
straddles the world, from California to Mumbai.
He has written a string of best-selling business
books and cemented his fame by starring in
NBC reality series “The Apprentice,” which
spawned “The Celebrity Apprentice”-until the
network dumped him for offending Mexicans.

There were other business flops along the
way. Four times between 1991 and 2009, his
casino and hotel projects on the East Coast fell
into bankruptcy. Best known until then for his
three marriages, media stunts and for whipping
up a frenzy over Barack Obama’s birth certifi-
cate, Trump’s bid for the White House was initial-
ly met by mirth last June. But within weeks, he
catapulted to the top of the polls in a crowded
field of Republican candidates and there he has
remained. No matter who he insults, his admir-
ers only love him all the more. He called
Mexicans rapists, questioned whether America’s
most distinguished ex-POW, John McCain, was a
war hero and seemed to imply that a Fox News
anchor asked him difficult questions because
she was menstruating.

He sparked international condemnation
when he called for a ban on Muslims entering
the United States. In London, MPs debated
whether he should be banned from Britain. And
still thousands, particularly lower income and
less-educated white Americans, flock to his ral-
lies, mesmerized by a man who promises that
he can translate personal success into success

for the country at large. Previously a Democrat
and an independent, he has ditched once liberal
views on gun control and abortion, lurching to
the right on the campaign trail, alarming and
alienating moderate Republicans. Trump has

five children-three with his first wife, former
Czech model Ivana whom he divorced in acri-
mony in 1992, a daughter with second wife
Marla Maples and a son with current wife
Melania. — AFP 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE: Bob Holmes, owner of the Clay Dragon Tattoo shop tattoos a portrait of
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump on the arm of Seth Bailey at his shop in
Seabrook, New Hampshire. —  AFP 

IOWA: Democratic presidential candidate, former Maryland Gov Martin O’Malley
speaks during a campaign stop at his field office in Sioux City, Iowa on Friday, Jan 29,
2016. — AP 

DES MOINES: The long and sometimes arcane ritual
of electing the next US president begins on Monday
in more than 1,100 schools, churches and libraries
across Iowa, a state that wields political influence far
greater than its small size. After more than a year of
up-close and personal evaluation of the candidates,
Iowans will gather with their neighbors on what
promises to be a cold wintry night to kick off the
state-by-state process of picking the Republican and
Democratic nominees for the Nov 8 presidential
election. The starring opening-night role of the
largely rural Midwestern state in the presidential
drama, now four decades old, is a source of pride for
Iowa voters, who spend months evaluating the can-
didates, looking them in the eye and asking ques-
tions.

“Iowans see it as a great privilege and a great gift.
They take their role very seriously,” said Tom
Henderson, chairman of the Democratic Party in
Polk County, home to Iowa’s biggest city, Des
Moines. The caucuses will begin on Monday at 7 pm
CST, and results are expected within two or three
hours. Most gatherings will be in schools, communi-

ty centers or other public locations, although at least
two Republican caucuses will be in private homes
and one Democratic caucus will be held at an
equestrian center. Turnout varies by community,
with up to 1,000 people typically gathering in cities
like Des Moines, while a few dozen or less may gath-
er in more sparsely populated areas.

The state Republican and Democratic parties run
their caucuses separately, although in some areas
they hold them in different parts of the same build-
ing. Republicans will have more than 800 caucus
sites, and Democrats will have about 1,100. The two
parties also have different rules. Iowa Democrats
gather in groups by candidate preference in a public
display of support, a tradition that can allow for
shifts back and forth. If a candidate does not reach
the threshold of support of 15 percent of voters in a
caucus needed to be considered viable, that candi-
dates’ supporters are released to back another con-
tender, leading to another round of persuasion.

Republicans are more straightforward. They write
their vote privately on a sheet of paper that is col-
lected and counted at the site by caucus officials. A

surrogate or volunteer from each campaign may
speak to their neighbors in a last-ditch plea for sup-
port, adding to the uncertainty going into the
process. Neither party is offering voter turnout esti-
mates this year, although many Iowans predict the
Republicans will surpass the 121,503 who turned
out in 2012. In the last contested Democratic caucus,
in 2008, excitement over Barack Obama’s candidacy
spurred a record turnout of 239,872.

Iowa, the 30th most populated state, and tiny
New Hampshire, which holds the second nominat-
ing contest on Feb 9, have traditionally served as
early filters to winnow out the losers and elevate the
top contenders for later contests. But Iowa
Republicans recently have had a spotty record at
backing the ultimate presidential nominees. Neither
the Republican winner in 2008, former Arkansas
Governor Mike Huckabee, nor the winner in 2012,
former US Senator Rick Santorum, managed to win
the party nomination. Iowa Democrats did back the
party’s last two nominees: John Kerry in 2004 and
Obama in 2008, which ultimately launched Obama’s
drive to the White House. — Reuters 
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