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Minister thanks police
for carnival success

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
praised yesterday efforts of all security men who
successfully managed to secure yesterday’s Hala
February 2016 carnival on the Arabian Gulf Road.
Security Media Department of the Ministry said in a
press release that Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
sent cables to the ministry’s employees and volun-
teers thanking them for making the festivities a
success. In the cables, the minister wished Kuwait
prosperity under the wise leadership of His
Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince
and His Highness the Prime Minister. — KUNA

News
I n  b r i e f

Commemorative coins
mark Amir’s anniversary

KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) issued yes-
terday commemorative coins marking the 10th
anniversary of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s assumption to power. A
gold-plated coin will be sold for KD 45 and a silver-
plated coin will be sold for KD 35 at the Central Bank
of Kuwait headquarters starting today. The front face
of the coin will carry ‘10th anniversary of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
ascension to power in the State of Kuwait,’ the phrase
‘Humanitarian Leader,’ picture of His Highness the
Amir and the date of his assumption to power, which
is January 29, 2016. The back of the coin carries the
English translation of the front face. The statement
noted that these commemorative versions “represent
the utmost expression of compassion and affection to
Kuwait’s leader. —KUNA

Trade Fair lures
investors: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Yousif Al-
Ali said yesterday that the First International Trade Fair
scheduled between February 21-27 would support for-
eign investors and open fresh promotional vistas. The
fair due to be held at the Kuwait International Fair
Ground is part of efforts to fulfill the supreme desire to
convert Kuwait into a regional and global financial and
commercial center active and vibrant in the region, the
minister said in a press release. The event is expected to
attract governmental, local and international organiza-
tions and agencies from over 20 Arab and foreign coun-
tries.— KUNA

KUWAIT: (From left) Advisor at His Highness the Prime Minister’s Diwan Dr Sheikha Rasha Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sunil Jain attend the Indian Doctors Forum. — Amiri Diwan photos.

Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah is pictured with
Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sunil Jain.

KUWAIT: Kuwait is expanding its infrastruc-
ture in health care and we look forward to
more and more Indian health professionals
joining us in the future, a senior government
official said yesterday.

Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah made those state-
ments at the Indian Doctors Forum, which he
opened on behalf of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
The forum was held at Regency Hotel late
Friday under His Highness the Amir’s patron-

age. In his opening remarks, Sheikh Ali Jarrah
conveyed the greetings of His Highness the
Amir and “good wishes to Indian Doctors
Forum and to the Indian community at
large.” He added that “historical ties between
Kuwait and India have been based on strong
friendship. Indian Doctors Forum has further
strengthened the bond of  fr iendship
through the various community welfare and
social activities.”

“I congratulate members of the forum on
their 12th year celebration,” he said. “The

contribution of the Indian doctors towards
the establishment and development of the
health care system in Kuwait is praise wor-
thy.” “The services provided by the Indian
nurses and technicians are also commend-
able,” he added.

Treasure of knowledge
Furthermore, Sheikh Ali Jarrah praised the

annual health guide released by the forum
and described it as “a treasure of knowledge
aimed at educating and spreading health

awareness among the public.”
“ Today it  gives me great pleasure in

releasing the 12th edition of IDF Health
Guide t it led “Emergenc y Medicine,” he
announced. He added “recently the Health
Ministry launched a national life-saving cam-
paign purposed to boost public awareness
about first aid practices. I am sure that this
guide will further assist in achieving that
goal.”

Meanwhile,  President of  the Indian
Doctors Forum Dr Vinod Grover expressed

his appreciation to His Highness the Amir’s
sponsorship and his support to Indian doc-
tors and Indian community in general. In the
meantime, Advisor at His Highness the Prime
Minister ’s  Diwan Dr Sheik ha Rasha Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah encouraged for more
cooperation and exchange of exper tise
between the two countries in the field of
medicine. Indian Ambassador to Kuwait
Sunil Jain lauded the “positive” role of the
Indian Doctors Forum in boosting bilateral
ties. —KUNA

Kuwait seeks Indian professionals as it expands health care: Sheikh Ali
‘Indian Doctors Forum’ kicks off under Amir’s patronage

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for Asia Affairs Ambassador Ali Al-Saeed and
Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sunil Jail cut the ceremonial cake. 

— Photos by Joseph Shagra and KUNA

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sunil Jail welcomes Chinese Ambassador Wang Di.

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for Asia
Affairs Ambassador Ali Al-Saeed lauded the
good and growing relations between
Kuwait and India in various sectors. During a
statement to journalists on sidelines of the
Indian Embassy’s recent celebration of the
Indian National Day, Ambassador Al-Saeed
valued role of the Indian community in

Kuwait development. Regarding the Indian-
Arab Cooperation Forum, recently hosted by
Bahrain, he said conferees dealt with various
aspects of the political and economic ties
between the Asian nation and the Arab
world. The forum, co-organized by the Arab
League and India, will be hosted on rotation
basis by Arab states. —KUNA

Kuwait hails growing
relations with India

KUWAIT: Food security constitutes a main pil-
lar for Kuwait, Minister of Public Works Ali Al-
Omair said yesterday, commending the Kuwait
Farmers Union for meeting the food needs of
citizens. Meeting the union’s head and mem-
bers, together with a group of farmers, Omair,
who doubles as Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs, said he is keen on wiping out
all obstacles and problems the farmers are fac-
ing. He promised that such problems, primarily
continuing power outage, serious shortage of
water and lack of manpower, would be careful-
ly considered in order to find swift solutions.
The minister added that more meetings would
be held with farmers in the near future with a
view to following up on the resolution of
obstacles they are facing. Meanwhile, Director-
General of the Public Authority of Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources Faisal Al-Hasawi
stressed the authority’s interest in removing all
problems bugging farmers and fishermen in
order to develop and boost food security in
the country. He added that yesterday’s meet-
ing with the minister had reflected continuing
cooperation and communication between
governmental officials and farmers. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-
Obaidi  announced yesterday the
selec t ion of  S lovak ian
M ichael  Novak to win
Sabah Al-Ahmad’s
International  health
Award 2016 for seniors in
recognit ion for  his
research, discoveries and
achievements in
Alzheimer disease and the
care for elderly patients.

Upon his arrival from
Geneva after heading the
Kuwaiti delegation to the
Executive Board of  the
World Health Organization
meetings, Obaidi said that the award
embodied the international communi-

ty’s keenness and that of His Highness
the Amir to contribute to science and

scientists, particularly in
the f ie ld of  health
research.  The minister
added that  the award
reflected the directives of
His Highness the Amir to
care for the elderly, includ-
ing the establishment of
the health care system
that  would be for  their
comfor t  and takes into
account their rights and
needs. He mentioned that
the award of  this  year
came to coincide with the

10th anniversary of His Highness the
Amir’s assumption of power. — KUNA

Novak chosen for Sabah
Al-Ahmad Health Award: Minister

Dr Ali Al-Obaidi

Food security marks core
pillar for nation: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Ali Al-Omair meets with the Kuwait Farmers Union mem-
bers. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The omnipresence of daisy flowers
known locally as ‘Nuwair’ has become increas-
ingly conspicuous nowadays, as many regard
them as lively emblems of serenity and hap-
piness. Sprung on roadsides and vast areas of
barren land in large swaths of the country,
these flowers have become ubiquitous.

In comments to KUNA, Kuwaiti
astronomer and historian Adel Al-Saadoun
said that the ‘Nuwair ’ is not a particular
species of flowers, but a class of indigenous,
desert plants spherical in shape, illuminating
rays of yellow reminiscent of sunshine. Fertile
soil brought about by heavy deluges last fall
season helped sow the seeds of these flowers
along with an assortment of other plants,
Saadoun noted. It is with the onset of spring
that flowers known locally as ‘Al-Hanwa,’ ‘Al-
Houthan,’ ‘Al-Zamlouk,’ ‘Al-Marar ,’ ‘Al-Atheed’
and ‘Crow man’ fully blossom, Saadoun
added.

‘Al-Hanwa’, a species of flowers that thrives
during the months of January and February,
is renowned for its orangey scent that can
only be sensed in proximity to the flower,
Saadoun described. Meanwhile, ‘Al-Houthan’,
is a species of flowers that contains five round
petals that are fragmented into three parts,
he said.

Moreover, the astronomer depicted the
‘Al-Marar’ as being 25 centimeters in length
with leaves resembling spoons that are yel-
lowish in color with black shades in the mid-
dle. ‘Crow man’ is an herb with numerous
branches that are greenish in color, with

abundant yellow leaves that almost conceal
the facade of the herb itself.  The herb, which
blossoms in January, has a mild aroma of per-
fume, with its name derived from its leaves
which are said to resemble a flying creature.

Medicinal effects
This herb, he added, thrives on sandy soils,

useful for its medicinal effects and is purport-
edly potent as an anti-depressant. Herbs
known as ‘Al-Nuwar’, which are species of the
‘Al-Nuwair’ flowers, are very widespread dur-
ing rainy seasons with lime green branches
that are 15 centimeters in length, encircled by
white flowers, he described.

Furthermore, these herbs are known for
their anti-inflammatory properties as its flow-
ers are edible, helping add flavor to otherwise
bland food. They can be used as palatable
substitutes for saffron, best served with rice,
he suggested.

‘Al-Zamlouk’ is scenic in appearance and
brightly yellowish in color, largely  seen at
roadsides and pave walks and are most abun-
dant after downpours. This plant has a very
pleasant smell with a taste akin to that of car-
rots, however, it could shrivel up when
exposed to sunlight, Al-Saadoun noted.

‘Al-Atheed’ is a very lively plant that is 60
centimeters in length, known for its secretion
of a white substance and thick flowers. The
plant blossoms during the month of February
and is so fragile, he said, that it cannot sustain
the heat that comes with rising temperatures
in the country. —KUNA

Al-Nuwair flowers: Symbol
of serenity and happiness  


