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MELBOURNE: Switzerland’s Martina Hingis (left) and India’s Sania Mirza hold the trophy as they celebrate victory
against Czech Republic’s Lucie Hradecka and compatriot Andrea Hlavackova after their women’s doubles final on day
twelve of the 2016 Australian Open tennis tournament. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Martina Hingis and Sania
Mirza have continued what Hingis calls
their “fairytale” run as a doubles combi-
nation. Hingis and Mirza maintained their
perfect record in Grand Slam doubles
finals, beating the Czech pair of Andrea
Hlavackova and Lucie Hradecka 7-6 (1), 6-
3 at the Australian Open yesterday to
extend their winning streak to 36 match-
es on the way to a third major title. 

Hingis, a three-time singles champion
at Melbourne Park, and Mirza dominated
the first-set tiebreaker preceded by eight
service breaks, four by each team. The
winners added to their Wimbledon and
US Open titles last year and the pair also
won at Brisbane and Sydney this month.
They started playing together at Indian
Wells in March of last year.

Hingis is now a four-time doubles
champion at the Australian Open. Mirza,
who won the 2009 Australian mixed
doubles title with fellow Indian player
Mahesh Bhupathi, couldn’t extend her
run in mixed doubles this year, losing
with her partner Ivan Dodig of Croatia 7-

5, 7-6 (4) to Elena Vesnina and Bruno
Soares. Vesnina and Soares will play
American Coco Vandeweghe and Horia
Tecau of Romania in Sunday’s final.

Hlavackova and Hradecka are now 2-
3 in Grand Slam doubles finals. They
won major doubles titles at the 2011
French Open and 2013 US Open.
Hingis’s singles titles came in 1997, 1998
and 1999 when the tournament had
only one stadium with a roof - Rod Laver
Arena, where the doubles final was
played Friday. It now has three.

Mirza an amazing champion 
“I feel like sometimes we struggle

through the heat here in Australia, (but)
we struggled through the rain,” Hingis
said at the trophy presentations under a
closed roof because of day-long
inclement weather “But since I played
that (singles) final you made three cov-
ered courts.” “Thank you to my partner,
we’ve had an incredible year, we just
keep going and going,” Mirza said.
“She’s an amazing champion, but I’ve

gotten to know her as a person and it’s a
privilege to play with her.”

Hingis appeared at a later media con-
ference without Mirza, who was playing
the mixed semifinal. “I feel lonely without
my partner,” she said, smiling. “Our fairy-
tale continues. It’s amazing since winning
Wimbledon. After that we only lost two
more matches. It keeps going.” Hingis
said their decision to play only doubles
helps. “We’re really focused, that’s our
strength, that we can practice together
and we make each other better, even
from the start when we played our first
tournament in Indian Wells and Miami,”
Hingis said. “There’s not that many peo-
ple who can match her in the forehand
rallies and me on the backhand side and
at the net. That’s what we try to do every
match.” Her doubles successes haven’t
convinced her to make a return to sin-
gles, which she hasn’t played in nearly 10
years. She came out of retirement to play
doubles in 2013. “I’ve had this question
for the last year,” the 35-year-old Hingis
said. “I always said no.” —  AP 

Hingis, Mirza win doubles title

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic says his
biggest battle is internal as he fights to
extend his domination of men’s tennis-
even if his supremacy is not always appreci-
ated by the fans. The Serbian world number
one hit a level rarely seen in tennis as he yet
again dismissed the great Roger Federer to
reach his fifth straight Grand Slam final at
the Australian Open.

Djokovic destroyed Federer in two
opening sets which he described as “flaw-
less”, on the way to a consummate 6-1, 6-2,
3-6, 6-3 victory on Rod Laver Arena late on
Thursday. The 10-time major winner said
the first two sets were the best he has ever
played against the Swiss legend, who
looked helpless against the onslaught
before staging a short-lived rally in the third
set. Djokovic, 28, coming off an astonishing
2015 which fell only one win short of a cal-
endar-year Grand Slam, continues to put a
space between himself and the rest, includ-

ing the record 17-time Grand Slam champi-
on Federer, 34.

For the first time in his long-running
rivalry with Federer, which includes 45
matches and dates back a decade to 2006,
he has edged to the front with 23 wins to
22. Djokovic, who will play Andy Murray for
a record-equaling sixth Australian Open
crown, said it was more a case of struggling
with himself than his opponents on court.

“At the end of the day you are battling
yourself the most. There are so many play-
ers out there who are hitting the ball well,”
said Djokovic, now in his 183rd week as the
world number one. 

“Whether or not you’re able to cope
with the pressure in these particular
moments, fighting against some of the best
players in the world for the major trophy, of
course there’s a lot at stake. 

“Emotions are going up and down. It’s
important to keep it together. You go

throughout the match, and even before the
match, through different thought process-
es. “Even though sometimes it seems
unnatural, you need to keep pushing your-
self to be on the positive side.”

Popular Roger 
Djokovic, who will match Rod Laver and

Bjorn Borg with 11 Grand Slam titles if he
wins Sunday’s final, leaving only four play-
ers ahead of him on the all-time list, said he
intended to stay on top for as long as he
can. “To sustain that level and throughout
the year to be actually consistent requires a
lot more than just a good game,” he said.

“I’m going to try to stay here as long as
possible. That’s from my perspective what I
can influence, what I can do. “Whether or
not I’m going to be dominant in the years
to come, I don’t know. I cannot give you an
answer on that. I can try to do my best to
try to keep playing on this level.” —AFP

Serena warns Kerber: 
I’m better than last year

MELBOURNE: Serena Williams yesterday warned she was playing
better now than when she won three Grand Slams last year as
Angelique Kerber attempts to halt the American juggernaut’s
record-equalling attempt in the Australian Open final. The world
number one was in a different class in 2015 as she swept to the
Australian Open, French Open and Wimbledon titles, losing just
three matches out of 56 all season.

Despite being virtually untouchable, the 34-year-old believes
her game is now on another level, with a near flawless first set
against Agnieszka Radwanska in the semi-finals ample evidence.
Williams hit 18 aces to just four unforced errors in the 6-0 slaugh-
ter that the fourth-seeded Pole, who won only seven points in
the set, declared was the best tennis she had ever faced.

“I would say this is probably the best Slam I’ve played in a
year, and I’ve won a lot in a year,” said Williams, the top seed.
“Again, I haven’t won this one. But even if I don’t win, I really can
take away that I’ve been really consistent, and I want to continue
that.” Williams dropped sets en route to all her major titles in
2015 but she is yet to do so at Melbourne Park ahead of her 26th
Grand Slam final today.

She is attempting to equal Steffi Graf’s Open-era record of 22
Slam triumphs, having snared her first major title half-a-lifetime
ago in 1999, and said she can still get better. “I definitely can play
more consistent and be more mentally stable,” she said on how
her game could be improved still further.

Nothing to lose 
Kerber’s never-day-die attitude-inspired by Graf, who hit with

her last year and messaged her after the semis-has helped her
into the first major final of her career, and she plans to enjoy the
occasion. She said all the pressure was on her opponent, who has
won all six of her previous Melbourne finals.

“Nothing to lose means I can go out there and try to play like
I’m playing, without pressure, without nothing,” said the 28-year-
old, who sent two-time champion Victoria Azarenka packing on
her way to the decider. “I think when you ask a lot of people, I
think most will say, ‘Okay, Serena will win’. “But this is the chal-
lenge I can take. I go out there, I don’t have nothing to lose. I
don’t have so much pressure like she has.” 

Kerber is the first German in the Australian final since Anke
Huber in 1996, with Graf the last winner from that country in
1994. Williams has a 5-1 record against Kerber but after losing to
her in Cincinnati in 2012, the American is wary of the threat she
poses.

“I thought she played unbelievable in that match. That’s
something that I’ll never forget. I just remember her serving really
well, her moving well, her being determined to win that,” she
said. “I think from then on out I’ve been really focused that she’s
someone that I really, you know, and everyone, has to take very
serious.”

Last season Williams was on the verge of becoming the first
player since Graf in 1988 to win a calendar-year Grand Slam,
before Italy’s Roberta Vinci stunned her in the US Open semi-
finals, a defeat that cut deep. She has used it as inspiration to
come back better after a lengthy break to recharge the batter-
ies-and plans to atone for the defeat today. “Everyone has
expectations. I’m the favorite. I was the favorite in New York,”
she said. “I feel like I could have done better in New York. But
that was a learning experience. “So I’m going to hopefully take
that to the court for not only this tournament but for the rest of
these Slams (in 2016).” — AFP Biggest battle is within: Djokovic

MELBOURNE: Serena Williams of the United States speaks
during a press conference, ahead of today’s women’s sin-
gles final against Angelique Kerber of Germany at the
Australian Open tennis championships. — AFP 


