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TOKYO: Japan yesterday restarted its
third nuclear reactor since a country-wide
shut down in the wake of the Fukushima
disaster, after a court ruled it was safe
despite opposition from local residents.
The government and utility firms have
been pushing to get reactors back in
operation nearly five years after a huge
earthquake and tsunami caused a disas-
trous meltdown at the Fukushima nuclear
power plant. The accident forced all of
Japan’s dozens of reactors offline for
about two years in the face of public wor-

ries over the safety of nuclear technology
and fears about radiation exposure.

Kansai Electric Power’s No 3 reactor at
its Takahama nuclear plant in Fukui pre-
fecture, northwest of Tokyo, was switched
yesterday afternoon, a company official
said.  The Fukui District Court last month
overturned an injunction preventing
Kansai Electric from restarting two reac-
tors won by local residents, who argued it
was not proven to be safe despite a green
light from the national Nuclear
Regulation Authority. Kansai Electric-

which Bloomberg News reported was the
most dependent on nuclear power of all
of Japan’s utilities before the Fukushima
meltdown-plans to restart the No. 4 reac-
tor in late February, the official said.

Two reactors in the southern prefec-
ture of Kagoshima, operated by Kyushu
Electric Power, restarted in August and
October, ending a two-year hiatus in
nuclear power generation. But many
Japanese remain wary of nuclear power
and thousands have refused to return to
areas hit by the Fukushima meltdown

over fears of radiation exposure.
Yesterday’s restart drew immediate criti-
cism from anti-nuclear campaigners.
“Allowing the restart of the Takahama
reactors with potential fire safety haz-
ards that would pose significant risk of
reactor core meltdown is irresponsible,”
Kendra Ulrich, senior global energy cam-
paigner at Greenpeace Japan, said in a
statement. “Once again, it may be the
people of Japan who end up paying the
price for their government’s nuclear
gambling.” — AFP

Japan turns on third nuclear reactor since post-Fukushima ban

North Korea missile site
activity revives talk of US
missile defense in South

SEOUL: South Korea indicated increased willingness to host an
advanced US anti-missile defense yesterday as activity detected
at a North Korean missile site revived talk of deploying a system
opposed by China and Russia. US military officials have said the
sophisticated system called Terminal High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) was needed in South Korea, which faces the threat of an
increasingly advanced North Korean missile program.

“If THAAD is deployed by the US military in Korea, it will be
helpful for our security and defense,” South Korean Defense
Ministry spokesman Kim Min-seok said. Previously, South Korea
was reluctant to openly discuss the possibility of the deployment,
as it tried to walk a fine line between its closest ally, the United
States, and its biggest trade partner, China. US officials told
Reuters on Thursday there was increased activity at a North
Korean missile site suggesting preparations for a possible rocket
launch as UN Security Council members discuss fresh sanctions
against North Korea after it conducted its fourth nuclear test on
Jan 6. The officials cited intelligence suggesting movement of
components and propellant at North Korea’s Sohae satellite
launch facility. A test could take place within a couple of weeks,
they said. The United States maintains 28,500 military personnel
in the country, a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War, which ended
in a truce and left the two Koreas in a technical state of war. China
is North Korea’s lone major ally. But in recent years South Korea
has forged increasingly strong ties with China.

“We believe that any country, when striving for its own securi-
ty, should also consider other countries’ security interests and
regional peace and stability,” Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told a briefing when asked about the possibility of
deploying THAAD in South Korea. Kim said there was internal dis-
cussion in the US government about deploying the system to its
military based in South Korea. The system has radar that can track
multiple ballistic missiles up to 2,000 km (1,200 miles) away, a
range which would reach deep into China and Russia. —Reuters

HONG KONG, China: This photo shows a woman walking past the Nga Tsin Wai village to be demolished as part of a city
re-urbanization plan. — AFP photos

HONG KONG: A 650-year-old urban walled
village in Hong Kong-the last of its kind-will
be destroyed to make way for develop-
ment in what critics say is another nail in
the coffin for the city’s cultural heritage. On
a chilly morning, around 20 remaining resi-
dents of Nga Tsin Wai, an ancient settle-
ment in the heart of bustling Kowloon,
despondently packed their belongings
before the wrecking ball arrives in the com-
ing days.  There were once dozens of such
villages scattered across what became the
urban center of the city-they were built by
Chinese clans centuries ago, complete with
moats and watchtowers to guard against
intruders. While many walled villages still
remain intact on the city’s rural outskirts,
Nga Tsin Wai is the only one left in the
heart of Hong Kong. 

The village was built in 1354 and the
original walls and battlements have disap-
peared, leaving a collection of around 50
ramshackle houses, shops and a temple,
hemmed in by concrete tower blocks that
have grown up around it.  Authorities
argue the village is in poor condition and
should make way for better quality housing
units in an overcrowded city — 750 new
flats will be built on the site. Heartbroken
residents say it is the only place they call
home. “The village has a long history and
we have been here for a long time. But we
have been given no choice but to leave,”
one resident, Kwok Yue-ka, told AFP. Kwok,
a 52-year-old barber, held out until the

eviction deadline, unhappy with the gov-
ernment’s compensation package.
Authorities warned he must leave or risk
jail. Kwok said he received HK$200,000
($25,665) in compensation and would be
moved to temporary housing. “I have treat-
ed this as my only home. I have lived here
for 20 years. Now the future is uncertain. I
feel frustrated,” he said.

History swept away 
The destruction of historic buildings,

old communities and street markets across
Hong Kong has drawn widespread criticism
in recent years. The last decade has seen
the demolition of the landmark Queen’s
Pier, built during the British colonial era,
swept away for a bypass and harbourfront
development.  An entire street in the Wan
Chai neighborhood-known as “wedding
card street” for the abundance of shops
selling traditional Chinese wedding invites
was demolished to make way for residen-
tial development and luxury stores. The
government is under pressure to find space
for 400,000 new housing units in the next
10 years to remedy the shortage of afford-
able homes as property prices have sky-
rocketed.

But while there is a pressing need for
more accommodation, district councilor
Paul Zimmerman, an advocate of sustain-
able urban planning, said Hongkongers
were beginning to question the sacrifices
made. “How do you balance the (econom-

ic) gains and the impact on individuals?
How do you maintain these areas without
destroying the local culture?” asks
Zimmerman. “We have to take a more care-
ful approach.”

‘Losing tradition’ 
The Urban Renewal Authority, oversee-

ing the redevelopment of Nga Tsin Wai
walled village, described it as “decrepit”
and said only a small number of villagers
would be affected. “The living conditions
are poor due to the lack of proper mainte-
nance and sanitation facilities,” a spokes-
woman told AFP.  She said current resi-
dents did not have the legal right to live
there because the land is owned by the
government, adding that some elements
would be preserved, including the village
temple. But campaigners say it is not just
about bricks and mortar as the social fabric
and way of life of the village disappears.
“Culture is cultivated by people who live
there. Without the people the area is
dead even if the buildings are splendid,”
Ho Chi-fung of Grassroots Housing Rights
Alliance, a concern group for the housing
needs of underprivileged Hong Kong resi-
dents, told AFP.  Residents have gradually
moved away from the village over the
past 20 years and empty houses have
been knocked down, but a small commu-
nity remained, including a Chinese medi-
cine pharmacy, barber shops and hand-
craft sellers. —AFP

Heartbreak as historic 
Hong Kong village demolished

Singapore shipping
firm fined for North

Korea-linked arms
SINGAPORE: A Singapore shipping firm was fined yesterday for
its role in an attempt to smuggle Soviet-era weapons and fighter
jets from Cuba to North Korea in 2013. Chinpo Shipping
Company Pte Ltd was found guilty by a Singapore district court of
paying for a North Korean freighter to transit through the Panama
Canal, in violation of UN sanctions. A UN report quoted in 2014
said Chinpo Shipping had acted as an agent for a Pyongyang-
based company that operated the intercepted vessel.

Chinpo Shipping “transferred financial assets or resources that
may reasonably be used to contribute to the nuclear-related pro-
grams or activities of” North Korea, a charge sheet said. This was in
breach of UN sanctions aimed at curbing North Korea’s nuclear
program. Chinpo Shipping was found guilty in December of
wiring $72,000 to a shipping agent in Panama on July 8, 2013 to
facilitate the passage of the North Korean freighter, Chong Chon
Gang, through the Panama Canal. The Singapore court also con-
victed Chinpo Shipping of a second charge of conducting a remit-
tance business without a license. The ship, bound for North Korea
from Cuba, was intercepted and searched while navigating the
Panama Canal on July 10, 2013. Authorities discovered 25 con-
tainers of military hardware, including two Soviet-era MiG-21
fighters, air defense systems, missiles and command and control
vehicles, buried under 200,000 bags of sugar. Cuba had argued
that the weapons were “obsolete” which the communist island
had sent to Pyongyang for repair. —AFP


