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BRUSSELS: British Prime Minister David Cameron (left) is welcomed by European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker (R) prior to a meeting at the European Commission in Brussels, yesterday. — AFP

BRUSSELS: British Prime Minister David
Cameron was making a final push yes-
terday in Brussels to seal a deal on curb-
ing welfare benefits for migrants in a bid
to keep Britain in the EU. 

The talks with European Commission
chief Jean-Claude Juncker are set to
focus on an emergency “migration
brake” that would meet Cameron’s con-
troversial key demand-a four-year limit
before European Union workers in
Britain can claim welfare payments. A
deal would pave the way for EU
President Donald Tusk to make formal
proposals on Monday, in time to reach
an agreement with the other 27 EU lead-
ers at a crucial summit on February 18-
19. If Cameron gets a deal at the summit
he is then expected to hold an in-out
referendum in June on Britain’s four-
decade old membership of the EU, with
his own position in the balance.

These negotiations to prevent a so-
called “Brexit” which would make it the
first country to leave the EU, come amid
a series of crises for the bloc  including
the biggest influx of migrants and
refugees to Europe since World War II.

In Britain, a eurosceptic former minis-
ter in Cameron’s centre-right
Conservative party described the migra-
tion brake proposal as an “insult”.

“That proposal is an insult to the
United Kingdom. It’s not a serious offer,”
John Redwood told BBC radio.  “We
need to take back control of our borders
and we need to be able to control our
own welfare system. That falls well short
of that.”

Proposals likely Monday 
In a sign of the urgency of the talks,

Cameron cancelled a visit to Denmark
and Sweden to hold yesterday’s working
lunch with Juncker, the head of the EU’s
powerful executive, whose appointment
Cameron opposed in 2014.

He will also host a hastily-arranged
dinner with Tusk in London on Sunday
night, followed by a meeting with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel in
Hamburg on February 12.

Tusk is likely to table his proposals on
Monday, European sources told AFP.
Cameron has set out four key areas for a
deal:  migrant benefits, safeguards
against more political integration in the
EU, protection of countries that do not
use the euro currency-a key issue for the
City of London financial district-and the
boosting of economic competitiveness.

While Brussels officials say most are
achievable, the major sticking point has
been Cameron’s insistence that EU
migrants employed in Britain must wait
four years before claiming welfare pay-
ments such as tax credits or housing
benefits.

A “migration brake” that would allow
Britain or any other country to limit ben-
efits to EU migrants, if it can show its
welfare system is under strain, is one of
the options that the EU is examining,
diplomatic sources have told AFP.

There is widespread opposition to a
benefits limit among the other 27 EU
nations, particularly in central Europe,
which says the move would be discrimi-
natory and harm the bloc’s core princi-

ple of freedom of movement.  Britain
says the move will cut immigration in a
country that looks set to be the EU’s
most populous by 2050.

Referendum in June? 
Asked about the “brake” plan,

Cameron said on Thursday: “I’m glad
that others in Europe are now taking on
board this issue and looking at strong
alternatives to the proposal I put for-
ward.” Cameron set out his reform
demands to other EU leaders at a sum-
mit in December in which senior
European officials said he had made a
convincing case, overcoming last-
minute objections by a handful of coun-
tries.

France has however appeared scepti-
cal in recent weeks, with Prime Minister
Manuel Valls warning at the Davos
forum last week that a deal was unlikely
at the February summit.

Cameron has insisted that he is in “no
hurry” for a deal and will walk away if he
does not get want he wants. The next
EU summit is in March but British offi-
cials have said that is likely to be too late
to allow preparations for a referendum
in June, which is believed to be
Cameron’s preferred date.

Cameron has openly said that he will
have the vote before the end of 2017,
but the longer he waits the more he is at
the mercy of events in a bloc threatened
by an unprecedented migration crisis,
and by rifts in his own party over
Europe. —AFP

Cameron closes in on EU 
migrant benefits deal
Last-ditch bid to keep Britain in EU

PARIS:  A man carrying two handguns, ammunition and a
Quran was arrested Thursday at the Disneyland resort outside
Paris, with the city still on edge after a devastating jihadist
attack left 130 dead in November. The man was “detected
upon his arrival at the hotel on the Disneyland site where he
had a reservation. Hotel security found two handguns, a
Quran and ammunition on him,” the source said. Disneyland
Paris said the guns were picked up by routine scanning of the
man’s bags at the hotel entrance.

A police source said preliminary investigations did not
point to terrorism, and that the man had said he was carrying
the guns because he feared for his safety.

France is on high alert after November’s attacks saw gun-
men and suicide bombers target cafes, a concert venue and
the Stade de France national stadium, leaving 130 dead and
hundreds wounded.

The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the car-
nage. In Thursday’s incident, police arrested the suspect and
secured his vehicle. They then arrested a woman, believing
her to be his girlfriend, but released her after realising they
had the wrong person, one of the police sources said. Papers
found on the suspect indicated that he lived in Paris, but no
further details were given. His girlfriend was still being sought.

The scene unfolded at the Art Deco-style New York hotel
near the theme park, which is situated about 30 kilometres (18
miles) east of the French capital.

“Police were immediately warned and the individual was
arrested. We are continuing to work closely with the authori-
ties and the safety of our visitors and employees is our top pri-
ority,” a spokesman for Disneyland Paris, Francois Banon, said
in a statement.

France and Belgium high alert 
Disneyland Paris is the most visited theme park in Europe,

with 14.8 million visitors in 2015, according to Euro Disney’s
annual report.

The suspect was the joint manager of a brasserie in Paris’s
14th arrondissement, according to a source close to the inves-
tigation. Staff and regulars there expressed astonishment at
his arrest. “For me it’s a mistake,” a member of the bar staff
told AFP by telephone,  adding that the phone had been
“ringing every two seconds” since the news. “Honestly, I’m
taken aback. It’s a joke,” added the other co-manager. The
November Paris attack was the second major attack in France
in a year, as the country has become a prime target for the
jihadist group operating out of Iraq and Syria. A Belgian court
on Thursday cited security concerns as it adjourned the
appeal hearing of several people-some linked to key figures in
the Paris attacks-against jail terms for recruiting fighters for
Syria.— AFP

Man held in Disneyland Paris hotel with two handguns

Burundi arrests,
detains two

foreign journalists
NAIROBI: Burundi police said yesterday they were holding two
respected foreign journalists as they reported on gunmen
opposed to the government in the volatile nation.

French journalist Jean-Philippe Remy, Africa bureau chief for
French daily Le Monde, and British photojournalist Phil Moore,
were arrested on Thursday afternoon, they said. Both have cov-
ered the region for years winning several awards for their work.
“The two foreigners were arrested in the company of armed
criminals,” the security ministry said in a statement. Presidential
press chief Willy Nyamitwe said the pair were among 17 people
arrested by police. Police said a mortar, a Kalashnikov rifle and
pistols were also seized in the raid in Nyakabiga, a Bujumbura
suburb and anti-government protest hotspot. “They have not
been charged, we are still at the investigation stage,” said police
deputy spokesman Moise Nkurunziza. “If there is no evidence
against them, they will be released, of course,” he added.

‘Consummate professionals’ 
In a statement Le Monde called for the “immediate release”

of the two journalists. “They both have valid visas and were
merely exercising their professional duties by meeting all con-
cerned parties involved in the current tensions in Burundi,” Le
Monde said. “The Burundian authorities should immediately
release French journalist Jean-Philippe Remy and British pho-
tographer Phil Moore, unless there is a credible legal basis for
detaining them, and guarantee their safety,” said Carina
Tertsakian of Human Rights Watch. —AFP


