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PhotoKFAS, AAAS ink 
Memorandum of
Understanding 

WASHINGTON: Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) has taken a stride in its scientific and
research services joining hands with internationally
renowned American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS), with a landmark cooperation Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) signed by both parties on Thursday
at a ceremony held at the AAAS Headquarters in
Washington, DC. The MoU, marking a major leap for Kuwait
at these levels, was signed by AAAS Chief Executive Officer
Dr Rush D Holt and KFAS Director General Dr Adnan Shihab-
Eldin.

KFAS, Kuwait’s advocate of innovation, technology and
science, aspires through this cooperation, to enrich its
expertise, scientific innovations and education for the service
of the Kuwaiti community and humanity.  During the cere-
mony, Dr Shihab-Eldin stressed upon KFAS’s pioneering mis-
sion to stimulate, support and invest in initiatives and human
resources that contribute to the building of a strong research
culture, knowledge-based economy and sustainable future
for the State of Kuwait.  KFAS and AAAS will coordinate on
basis of shared values for advancing science, engineering
and innovation for the benefit of society. 

STEM education
They will set up mechanisms for expertise exchange, person-

nel interaction and the transfer of knowledge, he added. The
agreement will be valid for three years and aims to promote sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) aware-
ness, and STEM education, for Kuwaiti families, build competi-
tive research capacity in the Kuwait research community, sup-
port technology and knowledge transfer and catalyzing
research for economic development in Kuwait. It also aims to
enhance capacity for research management and oversight in
Kuwait institutions, connect research to enterprise and boost
the research and innovation environment in the private sector.
Moreover, they will work together to facilitate networks of
expertise that include researchers from all areas of sciences and
technology, persons specialized in product development and
technology transfer, innovators and entrepreneurs from all
fields, organize workshops, symposiums and targeted expert
advice. The AAAS, founded in 1848, is the world’s largest general
scientific society and publisher of the Science family of journals.
The non-profit AAAS is open to all and fulfills its mission to
“advance science and serve society” through initiatives in sci-
ence policy, international programs, science education, public
engagement, and more.

The AAAS is an American international non-profit organiza-
tion with the stated goals of promoting cooperation among sci-
entists, defending scientific freedom, encouraging scientific
responsibility, and supporting scientific education and science
outreach for the betterment of all humanity. It is the world’s
largest general scientific society, with 126,995 individual and
institutional members (at the end of 2008), and it is the publish-
er of the well-known scientific journal Science, which has a
weekly circulation of 138, 549.

Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS),
a non-profit organization established by an Amiri Decree, has
been providing sustained support to the progress and advance-
ment of science and technology for the last 40 years. The Amir of
Kuwait chairs the Foundation’s Board of Directors. Private sector
companies contribute 1% of their annual net profits to the
Foundation. The main objective of KFAS is to stimulate creative
initiatives and human potentials that promote building a solid
scientific and technological base and facilitate an enabling envi-
ronment of innovation and culture. Initiatives include develop-
ing public awareness of science, strengthening the success fac-
tors of innovations, and enhancing innovative and research
capacities. 

KFAS also aims to support the talented and the gifted and to
transform knowledge into tangible and practical innovations
and to build a foundation for a knowledge-based national econ-
omy through supporting scientific, innovative and technological
capacity in the private sector. KFAS aims to support efforts for
modernization and scientific development within Kuwait by
sponsoring basic and applied research, awarding grants to sup-
port and encourage research, prizes and recognition to enhance
intellectual development. It also grants scholarships and fellow-
ships for academic or training purposes, holds symposia and sci-
entific conferences and encourages, supports and develops
research projects and scientific programs. — KUNA

IRBIL: Vice President of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Kosrat Rasul Ali has
extolled Kuwait’s political and humanitar-
ian stances under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in all fields. This
came during his meeting with Dr Omar
Al-Kandari Kuwait’s Consul General in
Irbil as they reviewed bilateral ties and
means of promoting them in all fields,
and a number of issues of mutual inter-

est. Ali said he is following up closely
Kuwait’s efforts in relieving refugees and
internally displaced persons in the
region, calling for increasing support and
helping region countries secure their
needs. He expressed satisfaction that
Kuwait opened a consulate in the region,
affirming that it has an effective role in
cementing and boosting cooperation
between the two sides. He also com-
mended the depth of “historic” relations

between Kuwait and Iraqi Kurdistan
region. On his part, Al-Kandari told KUNA
following the meeting that the talks
focused on bilateral ties and means of
enhancing them in all domains.

Efforts exerted by the region to com-
bat the so-called Islamic State (IS) which
poses a grave threat to the whole region
were discussed, he said, voicing satisfac-
tion over the level of cooperation
between the two sides. — KUNA

Kurdistan Region’s vice 
president lauds Kuwait 

MADRID: The GCC countries, specifically
Kuwait, played an integral role in help-
ing the Syrian refugees during their
darkest times, said Kuwait’s Ambassador
to Spain Dr Suleiman Al-Harbi late
Thursday. Speaking at a roundtable
focusing on the GCC contributions
towards easing the plight of the Syrian
refugees, Ambassador Al-Harbi said that
his country, through the guidelines set
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, had organ-
ized three donors conferences in 2013,
2014, and 2015 to address the issue of
some 13.5 million Syrian refugees and
displaced who were being heavily
affected by the crisis in their country
since 2011.

Dr Al-Harbi said, during the event
organized by Casa Arabe (Arab House),
that honoring Kuwait with the co-orga-
nization of the fourth donors’ confer-
ence for Syria in London next February
was another indication of the strong
role played by the Gulf country in help-
ing the refugees. The fourth event will
be organized by the UK, Germany, and
Norway. The previous conferences had
managed to gather $3.8 billion accord-

ing to the UN with Kuwait donated
around $1.4 billion, said the Kuwaiti
Ambassador who urged international
participants give more. On their part,
Gulf and Arab Ambassadors attending

the roundtable showcased their coun-
tries’ own contributions to help the
Syrian refugees, stressing that a just and
feasible solution should be found to end
the crisis in Syria. — KUNA

Kuwait, GCC play vital role 
in helping Syrian refugees 

MIRATOVAC: A child strapped with his mother falls as he walks with other
migrants and refugees after crossing the Macedonian border into Serbia, near
the village of Miratovac yesterday. More than one million migrants and
refugees crossed the Mediterranean Sea to Europe in 2015, nearly half of them
Syrians, according to the UN refugee agency, UNHCR. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Memory of old Kuwait still lives .. a child wearing a traditional sailor’s clothing. — KUNA


