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EgyptAir mechanic 
accused of putting 
IS bomb on board 48

Murray overpower 
limping Raonic; set 
up Djokovic final7

In Middle East, 
wars, hunger 
grip millions 
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2 tremors jolt north 
Kabd and South Jahra

Kuwait witnessing ‘hail, not snow’
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s national network for monitoring earthquakes
at the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research yesterday detected
two tremors north of Kabd and South Jahra areas. Director of the
decision-making program and supervisor of the network
Abdullah Al-Enezi said in a press statement that the network
recorded two tremors - the first was detected at 8:32 am of 5.2
degrees on the Richter scale while the second one occurred at
8:35 am (local time) of 3.7 degrees on the Richter scale. He added
that the two tremors occurred at a depth of five kilometers and
were felt by citizens and residents in the areas of Jahra, Qairawan
and Saad Al-Abdullah.

In another development, Meteorologist Mohammad Karam
has commented on spreading online pictures showing snowfalls
in Kuwait saying that the frozen raindrops blanketed the ground
due to freezing temperature. Rain clouds coupled with low tem-
perature led to forming a frosty layer covering the ground,
Ramadan said in remarks to KUNA after photos, with captions say-
ing Kuwait is witnessing snowfalls for the first time have gone viral
across the social media spectrum.

The hail fell onto wet grounds causing a layer of ice, said
Ramadan, indicating that this was the scientific explanation of the
phenomenon. Ramadan indicated that he would stop short of
declaring that Kuwait is witnessing snowfalls, in the literal sense,
and cautioned farmers that they should protect their groves and
crop of the hail harmful effects. Temperature will increase gradu-
ally tomorrow and Monday, before settling at normal levels on
Tuesday. Kuwait and other regional countries are currently
whipped with freezing northwesterly winds. — Agencies 

KUWAIT: People participate during the Hala February 2016 Carnival yesterday along the Gulf Road. The 17th edition of
the annual festival entitled ‘Kuwait Al-Atta’ (giving) recorded a huge turnout. - Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Pages 4, 5)

DUBAI: A suicide bombing and gun attack on Shiite Muslim
worshippers killed at least four people in eastern Saudi Arabia
yesterday, the Interior Ministry and witnesses said, extending
a spate of attacks on the kingdom’s Shiite minority. The
assault on the Imam Rida mosque in the Eastern Province
town of Mahasen, a mixed Sunni-Shiite district in which there
is an extension of a compound where state oil company
Aramco employees live, also wounded at least 18 people.

There was no early claim of responsibility but it resembled
previous attacks by Sunni militants from Islamic State on
Shiites it considers to be heretics. The oil-producing Eastern
Province is home to Saudi Arabia’s Shiite community. It came
less than a month after Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia executed 47
people, most of them Al-Qaeda militants convicted of attacks
in the worlds biggest oil exporting state since 2003, as well as
dissident Shi’ite cleric Nimr Al-Nimr.

The Saudi interior ministry said security forces prevented
two suicide bombers from entering the mosque, where one
blew himself up, killing four people. Security forces exchanged
fire with the second man and arrested him. Witnesses said one
suicide bomber blew himself up outside the mosque, causing
a power blackout inside. They said worshippers overpowered
a second attacker after he opened fire in the mosque where
200 people were performing Friday prayers. “The explosion

happened outside the mosque, at the courtyard of the
mosque, while another one entered with a machinegun. There
are martyrs and wounded,” one witness said in an audio mes-
sage circulated on social media.

“The young men grabbed his machine gun and beat him
up, but he did not die. The police then came and took him
away and the wounded were taken in private cars because
ambulance cars did not arrive quickly.” Another witness,
speaking to Reuters by telephone, said a third attacker was
believed to be involved in the attack and that he may have
fled or disappeared. A video recording provided by activists
showed a crowd surrounding a man prone on the floor, turn-
ing him over and unfastening what they said was a suicide
belt around his waist. Witnesses had earlier said three people
died in the attack. Saudi Arabia has suffered a string of deadly
shooting and bomb attacks in recent months, many of them
claimed by the ultra-radical Islamic State. Islamic State is bit-
terly hostile to Gulf Arab monarchies and is seen to be trying
to stoke Sunni-Shiite sectarian confrontation within Arabian
peninsula states to destabilise and ultimately overthrow their
dynasties. Al-Qaeda has warned Saudi Arabia it will pay for the
executions of dozens of its members on Jan 2, saying they
were intended to be a new. year’s gift to Riyadh’s Western
allies aimed at consolidating the Saud dynasty. —  Reuters

Shootings, suicide attack 
on Saudi mosque kills 4 NEW YORK: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards has recruited thou-

sands of Afghans, some by coercion, to fight in Syria’s war
alongside forces loyal to President Bashar Al-Assad, Human
Rights Watch said yesterday. “Iran has not just offered
Afghan refugees and migrants incentives to fight in Syria,
but several said they were threatened with deportation back
to Afghanistan unless they did,” said Peter Bouckaert, emer-
gencies director at the New York-based HRW. “Faced with
this bleak choice, some of these Afghan men and boys fled
Iran for Europe.” 

Shiite Iran is a staunch supporter of Assad and provides
financial and military support to his regime. Tehran says its
Fatemiyoun Brigade, comprised of Afghan recruits, are volun-
teers to defend sacred Shiite sites in Syria and Iraq against Sunni
extremists like those of the Islamic State group. The brigade,
which is backed by the powerful Revolutionary Guards, is
named after the daughter of the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)
whose mausoleum near Damascus is venerated by Shiites. 

But some reports say the Afghans have been offered resi-
dency and a monthly salary to fight for Iran. The Islamic republic
denies having any boots on the ground and insists its com-
manders and generals act as “military advisers” in Syria and Iraq.
However, funerals are regularly held across Iran for “volunteer”
fighters from Iran, Afghanistan, and sometimes Pakistan. Iran
hosts an estimated three million Afghans, many of whom have
fled persecution and repeated bouts of armed conflict in their
homeland, said HRW. — AFP

Iran coerces Afghans 
to fight in Syria: HRW


