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This overhead view shows visitors looking at a 24m x 25m (wide) image of two monkeys displayed to celebrate the “Year of the Monkey” from the Chinese zodiac at the Hitachi Seaside Park in the Japanese city of Hitachinaka in Ibaraki prefec-
ture, some 100 kilometers north of Tokyo yesterday. The display was made up from around 15,000 pine cones and plants collected in the park. — AFP

Singer Chris Brown was under investiga-
tion by Las Vegas police on Saturday for
possible battery on a woman, authori-

ties said, in a case that comes nearly seven
years after his notorious arrest for beating
then-girlfriend Rihanna. A spokeswoman for
the singer strongly denied the accusation.
Las Vegas police in a statement said a
woman was at a party inside a hotel room at
the Palms Casino Resort on Saturday morn-
ing when she tried to take a photo of the
“Run It!” singer.

“The victim was alleged to have been bat-
tered by Brown, who at the same time took
her cell phone,” the statement said. The inci-
dent followed the popular R&B singer’s per-
formance on Friday night at a club in the city.
The website TMZ posted a photo it said

showed the woman’s eye, which appeared to
have some darkness around it.

Officers who went to the hotel to investi-
gate the reported attack found the woman
appeared to have minor injuries, but Brown
had already left the hotel and they could
not speak to him, the police statement said.
Police did not say how exactly the woman
might have been injured. Police said investi-
gators have still not heard from Brown.
They l isted him as a suspect in misde -
meanor crimes of battery and theft, which
are less serious in the US judicial system
than a felony.

Las Vegas police had not arrested Brown,
26, by early Saturday evening. Nicole Perna, a
spokeswoman for the singer, said in a state-
ment the woman’s accusations are “unequiv-

ocally untrue.” “Her claim that she had her
phone in her possession inside the after par-
ty and was able to take a photo causing an
altercation with Chris Brown is a complete
fabrication,” Perna said in a statement.

Brown was arrested in Los Angeles in
February 2009, on the eve of the Grammy
Awards, for assaulting then-girlfriend
Rihanna. A photo of Rihanna’s injuries posted
on TMZ soon after the attack made Brown
the object of intense criticism, and he plead-
ed guilty later that year to assault. He was
sentenced to five years’ probation, and after
some brushes with the law his probation was
lifted nearly a year ago. A month ago, he can-
celed a tour to Australia and New Zealand
after being refused a visa due to his 2009
domestic violence conviction. — Reuters

Chris Brown under investigation for battery in Las Vegas 

In this Friday, Dec
18, 2015 file pho-

to, Chris Brown
performs at the

Hollywood
Palladium in Los

Angeles. —AP

America’s marquee marathon is ready for its
close-up. “Boston,” the first feature-length
documentary film about the Boston

Marathon, is in the works. Its creators say the
movie will go well beyond the 2013 bombings to
retrace the iconic footrace’s first steps in 1897.
“Over the years, the Boston Marathon has had so
many extraordinary stories of people achieving
and accomplishing things,” said producer Megan

Williams, an Oscar-nom-
inated filmmaker. “It’s
like looking at cultural
and social change over
the last century through
the lens of this major
sporting event.”

Two feature films
(one starring Mark
Wahlberg), a stage play
and an HBO special also
are in production,
though they’re all about
the 2013 finish line
attacks that killed three
spectators and wound-
ed more than 260 oth-
ers. No Boston docu-
mentary would be com-
plete without the dark
events of 2013. “Boston,”
however, will focus less

on the chaos than the comeback. The producers
had 56 cameras along the course in 2014 for the
marathon’s first running since the bombings.
Director Jon Dunham said the city’s determina-
tion to take back its namesake race will be a
recurring theme in the movie, which was con-
ceived before the attacks.

But the film will be a sort of highlights reel

from the 120-year-old marathon, the nation’s
oldest. The Boston Athletic Association, which
organizes the race, gave Dunham exclusive
rights to its archive of photos, video and
marathon memorabilia. “Boston” will tell the sto-
ries of some of the greatest marathoners ever to

conquer the hilly 26.2-mile course stretching
from Hopkinton, Massachusetts, to Boston. They
include four-time winner Bill Rodgers; Johnny
Kelley, who ran 61 Bostons and won two; and
Kathrine Switzer, who in 1967 became the first
woman to run with an official bib number.

“It ’s a huge undertaking. We’ve got 300
hours of stuff we shot, not counting the archival

material,” said Dunham, who hopes it will psych
up runners l ike his popular “Spirit  of  the
Marathon” films - cult classics that followed
select amateur and elite runners at the 2005
Chicago and 2012 Rome marathons. Nothing
rivals the Boston Marathon in terms of sheer
lore, said Tom Derderian, a running coach and
author who’s serving as an executive producer,
along with 2004 Olympic marathon bronze
medalist Deena Kastor.

Wild speculation
“The marathon is a mirror in which you can

see the reflections of the times in every year,” he
said. “For instance, the world of the 1910 Boston
was not this world - it featured young men who
were considered at great risk of ruining their
health by running. That was the essential myth of
those times.” Derderian ticks off other examples:
wild speculation in the 1920s that fueled ram-
pant betting on the winner, and unemployed
men who ran during World War II in hopes the
media attention would help them compete for
scarce jobs. “Boston” also will follow more mod-
ern heroes, such as 2014 victor Meb Keflezighi,
the first American man to win in 31 years.

But the real star is the race itself. The movie
tentatively is set to premiere in April 2017 in con-
junction with the 121st edition of the race. John
Hancock Financial, the marathon’s principal
backer, has signed on as the film’s title sponsor,
though Williams said she’s still working to raise
half of the project’s $2 million budget. In the
meantime, the Boston Symphony Orchestra is
recording Emmy-winning composer Jeff Beal’s
score. “I’m not a runner and I’m not from Boston,”
Williams said. “But I hope our film really captures
the uniqueness and importance of the Boston
Marathon.” — AP

Ready, set, roll: 

Boston Marathon 
gets its 1st documentary

In this April 19, 1983, file photo, Joan Benoit receives her laurel wreath and reacts to
cheering crowds after winning the Boston Marathon in record time for the women’s divi-
sion, in Boston. — AP photos

In this April 20, 1992, file photo, Johnny
Kelley, 84, crosses the finish line in Boston,
during his final running of the Boston
Marathon.

In this April 16, 1979, file photo, Bill
Rodgers wins the Boston Marathon. 

In this April 9, 1975,
file photo, distance

runner Kathrine
Switzer poses near
her home in White

Plains, NY.

In this April 21, 2014, file photo, Meb
Keflezighi celebrates his victory in the
118th Boston Marathon.


