
You're highly sensitive to people's unexpressed feelings today
and may try to settle the tense dynamics by boldly walking into the middle
of a conflict. You have your own point of view, but still believe in the process
of open dialogue. Unfortunately, the more you hear, the more you realize
the current stress might not have an immediate resolution. Instead of pre-
tending you know what to do, share your uncertainty. Ironically, your hon-
esty catalyzes a solution that seemed impossible only moments before.

Your unwavering commitment to the truth as you see it may
generate some unexpected backlash today. You may struggle to open
your mind as you're asked to entertain a variety of possibilities. You truly
want to be more flexible, but too many choices can be quite overwhelm-
ing now. Nevertheless, it's wise to listen to the needs of everyone
involved. The good news is that you can win what you want if you're act-
ing like a team player. Everyone is more willing to compromise once com-
petition turns into cooperation.

Although romance might be in the air, it's difficult to bring it
down to earth today. You're so eager to engage your heart in an interaction
with someone special that you can't separate your wishes from the true
dynamics. Talking about your feelings helps to ground your expectations,
but don't expect miracles now since there may be insurmountable differ-
ences of opinion between you and another person. Just remember that you
can respect an opposing point of view without having to support it. A
healthy relationship is built on mutual respect not blind agreement.

You may grow worried if you can't pin down a sensible course
of action at work now. Even if you have a viable strategy for getting ahead,
you're not sure that your timing is right. It's unsettling if you don't receive
the support you expect now that assertive Mars squares interactive Mercury
in your 1st House of Personality. But don't jeopardize your long-term plans
with feelings of impatience or doubt. Sometimes you just have to wait for
the right opportunity to knock at your door. 

Visualizing the final outcome of your decisions is nearly impos-
sible today; however, you can have a fine time by spinning a few fantasies
within your imagination. Nevertheless, it's still a struggle to keep your
behavior consistent with your thoughts while self-directed Mars crosses
paths with rational Mercury in your 12th House of Spirituality. Forget about
trying to explain your actions to anyone else, since the more you say now,
the less sense you make. Eleanor Roosevelt wrote, "The future belongs to
those who believe in the beauty of their dreams."

You're eager to show everyone how adaptable you are today,
but your patience may be running thin as clever Mercury squares impulsive
Mars in your 3rd House of Communication. You wish that people would
state their needs more clearly because you don't understand what they
want. But rather than wasting energy criticizing others for being indecisive,
just move forward by following through with your plans. Putting your own
life in order is more constructive now than trying to manage anyone else's.

Withholding your thoughts today may be a sensible strategy,
even if it's not easy to remain silent. Your key planet Mars is anxiously
squaring contentious Mercury, making it exceptionally tough to speak
your mind without blowing your cool. Even if you can keep your feelings
under wraps for a while, you're likely to let loose later in the day. There's
no question about it; the less you say now, the more peaceful your life is.
Discretion is the better part of valor. 

An unexpected social commitment could get in the way of
your production at work today. You might be invited to participate in a
group activity that distracts you from something that's less fun yet more
important. Unfortunately, you may rush to say yes as a means of escape,
even if it turns out to be a bad idea. Nevertheless, don't blame yourself lat-
er if you wish you had chosen differently. All you need to do is make the
best choices you can in the moment and take responsibility for the conse-
quences. You reap what you sow.

You're not exactly certain what others expect from you today.
However, you're ready to swing into action even if you don't know which
direction you're going. Part of the problem is that interactive Mercury has
you hyper-focused on the future while its square to impetuous Mars height-
ens your impatience. Nevertheless, flying by the seat of your pants now is
asking for trouble you don't need. Spending extra time studying your maps
increases your chances of arriving at the right destination. 

You might get up on the wrong side of the bed today. Fortunately,
early morning dissatisfaction can transform into afternoon hope, even if you
don't have a clue as to how it might happen. It all starts with having faith in
your dreams. If you believe in yourself, others will pick up on your optimism.
It's like starting a fire from a spark; nurturing a tiny flame can turn it into the
fuel of inspiration. Your positivity is contagious; it's your attitude that deter-
mines your failure or success.
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ACROSS
1. Shift from one side of the ship to the other.
5. European annual grown for forage.
12. The local time at the 0 meridian passing
through Greenwich, England.
15. The actions and activities assigned to or
required or expected of a person or group.
16. Dilatation or distension of a hollow organ.
17. (used especially of commodities) In the
natural unprocessed condition.
18. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
20. Lower in esteem.
22. Large high frilly cap with a full crown.
24. Term used in some classifications as nearly
equivalent to the order Coraciiformes.
26. (of pain or sorrow) Made easier to bear.
28. A toxic protein extracted from castor
beans.
29. The supreme commander of a fleet.
32. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
35. Decapod having eyes on short stalks and a
broad flattened carapace with a small
abdomen folded under the thorax and pin-
cers.
36. Tree bearing large brown nuts containing
e.g. caffeine.
41. Goddess of the dead and queen of the
underworld.
42. Any place of complete bliss and delight
and peace.
43. The sixth month of the Hindu calendar.
44. Any of various long-tailed rodents similar
to but larger than a mouse.
46. A fencing sword similar to a foil but with a
heavier blade.
47. Having winglike extensions.
48. One of four subclasses or superorder of
Monocotyledones.
53. The largest Australian city located in south-
eastern Australia.
56. The chief solid component of mammalian
urine.
58. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of Lamaism.
59. Singing jazz.
62. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.
65. A port city on the Caspian Sea that is the
capital of Azerbaijan and an important center
for oil production.
69. An implement used to propel or steer a
boat.
72. Type genus of family Ulmaceae.
73. The law enforcement agency in the Justice
Department.
74. Genus of North American and east Asian
perennial herbs.
76. An officer who acts as military assistant to a
more senior officer.
77. Title for a civil or military leader (especially
in Turkey).
78. Of or relating to or characteristic of
Thailand of its people.
79. (computer science) A data transmission
rate (bits/second) for modems.

DOWN
1. A metric unit of weight equal to one thou-
sandth of a kilogram.
2. A cruel and brutal fellow.
3. Divulge information or secrets.
4. The branch of engineering science that
studies the uses of electricity and the equip-
ment for power generation and distribution
and the control of machines and communica-

tion.
5. Something of sentimental value.
6. Hormone produced early in pregnancy by
the placenta.
7. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
8. Minute floating marine tunicate having a
transparent body with an opening at each
end.
9. Have an ambitious plan or a lofty goal.
10. A state in New England.
11. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.
12. A small hard particle.
13. An independent group of closely related
Chadic languages spoken in the area between
the Biu-Mandara and East Chadic languages.
14. Affectedly dainty or refined.
19. A flat-bottomed volcanic crater that was
formed by an explosion.
21. Hairy upright herb native to southeastern
Asia but widely cultivated for its large glossy
edible fruit commonly used as a vegetable.
23. Tropical American trees with palmately
compound leaves and showy bell-shaped
flowers.
25. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for collecting
and coordinating intelligence and counterin-
telligence activities abroad in the national
interest.
27. Submerged freshwater perennials.
30. Depressing in character or appearance.
31. A milkshake made with malt powder.
33. Of or relating to living organisms.
34. With good sense or in a reasonable or intel-
ligent manner.
37. A person afflicted with leprosy.
38. Used of a single unit or thing.
39. According to the Old Testament he was a
pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel
(9th century BC).
40. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan
River.
45. A platform built out from the shore into the
water and supported by piles.
49. King of Denmark and Norway who forced
Edmund II to divide England with him.
50. A usually soluble substance for staining or
coloring e.g. fabrics or hair.
51. Someone who works (or provides workers)
during a strike.
54. A genus of small kites of both Old and New
Worlds.
55. 1 species.
57. Jordan's port.
60. Open-heart surgery in which the rib cage is
opened and a section of a blood vessel is graft-
ed from the aorta to the coronary artery to
bypass the blocked section of the coronary
artery and improve the blood supply to the
heart.
61. An elaborate song for solo voice.
63. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
64. A large bundle bound for storage or trans-
port.
66. Type genus of the Amiidae.
67. Either of two spiral-horned antelopes of
the African bush.
68. Employed in accomplishing something.
70. The part of the nervous system of verte-
brates that controls involuntary actions of the
smooth muscles and heart and glands.
71. The Tibeto-Burman language spoken in
the Dali region of Yunnan.
75. A toxic nonmetallic element related to sul-
fur and tellurium.
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Normally, you perform well under pressure, but formidable obsta-
cles are not easily dismissed today. You're less certain about a recent decision,
but might not want to expose your vulnerability by sharing your fears. Don't
waffle now, even if you're unsure of your next move. It's simpler in the long run
to take a strong position, even if it leads to conflict. At least others will know
exactly where they stand and can make their plans accordingly.

No matter how disciplined or determined you are today, you won't like-
ly accomplish everything on your agenda. You're all too easily distracted

because your curiosity is aroused by every new idea that floats your way.
Unfortunately, you may grow anxious when you realize these mental diversions
aren't leading you to your desired destination. But the information you learn now
can be worthwhile later, even if you're not making tangible progress. Be patient,
you'll be able to see the big picture soon enough. 


