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KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the
international Ooredoo Group, has recently
announced launching new packages for its
postpaid internet which are tailored to match
the taste and desires of gaming, technology
and movies lovers at a competitive price. 

The new promotional postpaid offer
allows costumers to use 1TB of high-speed
internet with various devices for KD12 per
month. The devices cover the interests of all
customers no matter what they are, whether
they are into gaming, productivity, or enter-
tainment and movies. Customers have the
option of choosing between the gaming
devices Xbox or PlayStation 4, the latest
tablet releases from Huawei or iPad, or the
latest Apple TV. 

Mijbil Alayoub, Director of Corporate
Communications at Ooredoo Kuwait said:
“Our internet packages have always been a
major attraction to current and new cus-

tomers, therefore we work hard on reintro-
ducing them every now and then adding
bonus benefits at a competitive price to
match their increasing requirements” 

Ooredoo’s data packages enable cus-
tomers to have a very fast and constant inter-
net access as they wish. In addition to having
the ability to carry on the unused internet
data to the following month with no extra
charges. 

Ooredoo’s operations in Kuwait date back
to December 1999 when it launched wireless
services as the second operator.  The compa-
ny today provides mobile, broadband inter-
net and corporate managed services tailored
to the needs of customers and businesses.
Ooredoo is guided by its vision of enriching
people’s lives and its belief that it can stimu-
late human growth by leveraging communi-
cations to help people achieve their full
potential. 
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Internet of the future is now available with tailored offers

KUWAIT: Stemming from its wide range of
valuable privileges specially designated to
its Premier Banking customers, Burgan
Bank, in collaboration with Grand
Cinemas, recently invited its Premier
Banking customers to watch the first
screening of the new “Star Wars - The
Force Awakens” movie for free, at the most
luxurious VIP movie theatre - Grand Class
VIP at Al-Hamra Tower.

Premier customers had the choice of
reserving their seats to any of the three
shows that were exclusively available for
them that day. They enjoyed watching the
movie in 3D, which added a new dimen-
sion of entertainment filled with excite-
ment and anticipation while watching the
movie, as well as enjoying the mini buffet
at the Grand Class VIP lounge. 

Burgan Bank is committed to reward-
ing its premier customers with exclusive
offers that are tailor-made for their own
lifestyle and aspirations, and will continue
accommodating optimal customer con-
venience with the provision of added val-
ue benefits inside and outside Kuwait. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a signifi-
cant focus on the corporate and financial

institutions sectors, as well as having a
growing retail, and private bank customer
base. Burgan Bank has majority owned
subsidiaries in the MENAT region support-
ed by one of the largest regional branch
networks.

The Bank has continuously improved
its performance over the years through an
expanded revenue structure, diversified
funding sources, and a strong capital base.
The adoption of state-of-the-art services
and technology has positioned it as a
trendsetter in the domestic market and
within the MENA region. Burgan Bank’s
brand has been created on a foundation
of real values - of trust, commitment,
excellence and progression, to remind us
of the high standards to which we aspire.
‘People come first’ is the foundation on
which its products and services are devel-
oped.

The bank was re-certified with the pres-
tigious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first
bank in the GCC, and the only bank in
Kuwait to receive such accreditation for
the third consecutive year. The Bank also
has to its credit the distinction of being
the only Bank in Kuwait to have won the
JP Morgan Chase Quality Recognition
Award for twelve consecutive years. 
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank’s highly anticipated Al-
Danah millionaire draw is only three days away.
The Al-Danah KD 1 million draw will take place
at the Grand Avenues at the Avenues Mall on 7
January at 7 pm.  Gulf Bank invites you to attend
this exciting event.

In addition to the lucky KD 1 million Al-
Danah winner, the winners of the KD 250,000
and KD 50,000 cash prizes will be announced.
As always, a representative from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry will be at Gulf Bank’s
Al-Danah draw. Over the course of the event,

the Bank will also unveil the Al-Danah draw line-
up for 2016.

Every Al-Danah account holder with a mini-
mum of KD 200 maintained in their account
before the closing date is eligible to win and is
automatically entered into the Al-Danah draws.
Opening an Al-Danah account and being part of
the draw is simple, as no salary transfer is
required.  Minors require their parents or their
legal guardian to open the account on their
behalf. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account offers a number

of unique services including the Al-Danah
Deposit Only ATM card, which helps account
holders deposit their money at their conven-
ience; as well as the Al-Danah online calculator
to help customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al Danah winner. The Al-Danah
account additionally provides loyalty chances, in
which all chances customers accrued in the pre-
vious year are added to that of the following
year; therefore, the total chances an existing cus-
tomer had at the end of 2015 will be added to
his/her 2016 chances.  
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s leading exchange com-
pany, Al Mulla Exchange, aims to provide
its customers a way to start the New Year
on a golden note with the ‘Transfer and
Win Gold Festival’. On track with the com-
pany’s continuous efforts to bring the
best offers and rewards, this latest promo-
tion gives customers a chance to win 1 g
gold daily for every transaction they
make. 

Beginning with January 1, 2016, the
promotion is set to last till March 31, 2016,
and will see 10 winners every day, giving
away a total of 910 g of gold. The festival
will culminate with a grand prize of 1 kg
gold to one lucky winner. 

Speaking at the launch of the festival
on Friday, Al Mulla Exchange’s General
Manager, Rakesh Joshi, said the promo-
tion is an extension of the company’s tra-
dition of fulfilling the customers’ needs
and aspirations, “and a way of expressing
our gratitude to them for supporting us in
our growth and success.”

Al Mulla Exchange has a reputation for
running innovative promotions with great
benefits for the maximum number of
people. In 2015, the company organized

more than 5 promotions including free
round trip air tickets to various destina-
tions, which turned out to be a very suc-
cessful campaign.

The general manager noted that the
gold festival would mark an auspicious
beginning to 2016, and expressed hope
that this would help in strengthening the
relationship with customers, and cement-
ing their trust. “Additionally, we are confi-
dent that promotions of this nature would
increase the footfall in our branches,
allowing more people to experience our
services and our exceptional facilities.”

Rakesh Joshi underlined the efforts put
in by Al Mulla Exchange since its inception
in 2001 to redefine the standards of
Kuwait’s exchange sector through techno-
logical upgrades and innovative remit-
tance solutions aimed at bringing greater
security, speed and convenience to cus-
tomers. 

Al Mulla International Exchange offers
insurance and loyalty points on every trans-
action free of charge, in addition to SMS
confirmation for transfer operations. The
company also provides secure online mon-
ey transfer services at www.amxremit.com. 
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NEW YORK: Wondering how you
will fare financially in 2016? Below
are what experts think next year
will hold for financial matters close
to home: Raises, rent, gas, food
and health.

WILL YOU GET A RAISE NEXT YEAR?
Maybe. Wage growth has been

perhaps the job market’s biggest
weakness since the recession end-
ed. Pay increases have been both
slow and uneven, highly depend-
ent on your field of employment.
And for many, it has not been
enough to keep pace with the cost
of living.

In November, average hourly
earnings climbed 2.3 percent from
a year earlier, according to the
government’s most recent report.

But that is only about two-thirds
the roughly 3.5 percent typically
seen in a strong economy.

Many economists are optimistic
Americans’ pay will start growing
faster soon because hiring has
been good and layoffs have been
low. But that’s been the case for a
while, and wages haven’t taken off
yet.

Joseph LaVorgna, chief US econ-
omist at Deutsche Bank, is not
expecting major gains ahead. He
notes that measures that include a
broader mix of compensation
beyond hourly wages show there’s
even less growth in pay than it

seems. “I’m not convinced things
are going to grow as much as I
would like them to,” he said.

WILL MY RENT GO UP?
Yes, most likely.
It’s been a tough few years for

US renters because demand has
outpaced supply, causing prices to
rise.

Rents increased 4.5 percent in
October, 5.3 percent in September
and 6.2 percent in August, accord-
ing to real estate data firm Zillow.
The median rental payment
nationwide was $1,382 in October,
roughly 30 percent of the median
US family income and high
enough for the government to
consider it financially burdensome.
Over the past decade, that number

of renters spending over this
threshold on rent has jumped
from 14.8 million to 21.3 million, or
49 percent of all renters.

There are more rent increases
anticipated ahead.

“Rents are expected to rise in
virtually all major cities in 2016,”
said Hessam Nadji, senior execu-
tive vice president with commer-
cial real estate services firm Marcus
& Millichap.

Some small consolation: While
rents will still rise, the pace of rent
growth will slow modestly from
the exceptional levels set in 2015
as new construction creates more

housing competition, Nadji says.

WILL GAS PRICES STAY LOW?
Yes, most likely. Oil prices have

plummeted over the last year, a
result of high global supplies and
weaker demand than expected. US
drivers are paying less than $2 a
gallon on average for the first time
since the Great Recession.
Seasonal factors and volatile oil
prices will push prices up and
down throughout the year, but
overall prices are expected to
remain low compared with recent
years.

The Energy Department fore-
casts an average of $2.37 a gallon
next year, which would be the low-
est annual average since 2009.

Tom Kloza, head of energy

analysis at the Oil Price
Information Service, said drivers
should expect lower lows and
higher highs at the pump in the
year ahead, but he doesn’t expect
the price of a gallon of gasoline to
go over $3 at any time in 2016.

“Nationally we are looking at a
year that is very similar to the year
we are ending,” Kloza said.

WHAT ABOUT FOOD?
New year, same dish. Food

prices should rise at a rate near the
historical average, according to the
USDA’s forecasts.

The United States Department

of Agriculture’s Economic Research
Service anticipates the price for
food will be up 2 to 3 percent for
2016, same as 2015 and in line
with the 20-year historical average
of 2.6 percent. That includes food
people consume at home and out
at restaurants.

Annemarie Kuhns, an econo-
mist at the ERS, said that certain
food prices were off this year due
to unusual events, such as the
avian influenza that led to the
death of millions of birds and sent
egg prices up roughly 15 percent.
Looking ahead, she and fellow
economists anticipate these prices
may level off in 2016 - assuming
cooperation from Mother Nature.

WILL MY HEALTH INSURANCE
COST MORE?

Probably. People buying their
own coverage through the
exchanges created by the
Affordable Care Act should see pre-
miums go up faster in 2016 than in
previous years, said Cynthia Cox,
associate director of health reform
and private insurance at the Kaiser
Family Foundation.

According to Kaiser research, if
you do not shop around and let
your plan passively renew, the pre-
miums for the lowest silver level
plan -the most popular on the
exchange - will increase 15 percent
on average next year. If you are
willing to switch, premium increas-
es are expected to be zero to 1
percent. This is because the
exchange is set up to encourage
shopping around.

These increases apply only to
people who are receiving subsi-
dies to help pay for the insurance.
For those who do not, the increase
is expected to be 6 percent.

Cox added that shoppers
should also update any personal
information - such as changes to
your family size or income - which
can impact what they pay.

“It’s very important to go back
online and shop every year,” Cox
said. “This is still an evolving mar-
ket - there are new insurers com-
ing in and other insurers leaving.
The only way to find (the best
price) is to go online or navigate
through a broker.”

Employer-sponsored plans pre-
miums increased about 4 percent
this year. And while Kaiser does
not forecast employer-sponsored
plan price changes, it does not
anticipate any unusual hikes in
health care costs that tend to push
up insurance prices. However,
employees may end up paying
more out of pocket for
deductibles, copayments and oth-
er expenses they are responsible
for, depending on their employer’s
plan. —AP
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SAN FRANCISCO: Gas prices are nearing or exceeding four dollars a gallon at some High Desert
gas stations. No one paid as much as Californians for gas this year, which is the bad news. The
good news is that it’s the first time that’s ever happened, and also, the average price was $3.16
per gallon, still pretty cheap. —AP


