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Crystal Palace 0, Chelsea 3; Everton 1, Tottenham
1; West Ham 2, Liverpool 0; Arsenal 1, Newcastle
0; Leicester City 0, Bournemouth 0; Manchester
United 2, Swansea 1; Norwich 1, Southampton 0;
Sunderland 3, Aston Villa 1; West Brom 2, Stoke 1;
Watford 1, Manchester City 2.
English Premier League table after yesterday’s
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):
Arsenal 20 13 3 4 34 18 42
Leicester 20 11 7 2 37 25 40
Man City 20 12 3 5 39 21 39
Tottenham 20 9 9 2 34 16 36
Man Utd 20 9 6 5 24 17 33
West Ham 20 8 8 4 30 23 32
Crystal Palace 20 9 4 7 23 19 31
Liverpool 20 8 6 6 22 24 30
Watford 20 8 5 7 25 22 29
Stoke 20 8 5 7 21 21 29
Everton 20 6 9 5 36 29 27
West Brom 20 7 5 8 20 25 26
Southampton 20 6 6 8 26 24 24
Chelsea 20 6 5 9 26 29 23
Norwich 20 6 5 9 23 32 23
Bournemouth 20 5 6 9 22 34 21
Swansea 20 4 7 9 17 26 19
Newcastle 20 4 5 11 19 35 17
Sunderland 20 4 3 13 22 39 15
Aston Villa 20 1 5 14 16 37 8

Scottish Premiership results/standings
Celtic 1, Partick Thistle 0; Dundee 2, Dundee
United 1; Inverness Caledonian Thistle 2, Ross
County 0; Kilmarnock 2, Hearts 2; Motherwell 3,
Hamilton Academical 3.  
Celtic 20 14 4 2 48 16 46  
Aberdeen 21 13 4 4 34 20 43  
Hearts 21 10 7 4 36 24 37  
St. Johnstone 20 9 4 7 35 31 31  
Ross County 22 9 3 10 36 33 30  
Caledonian 21 7 7 7 29 30 28  
Dundee 21 6 8 7 31 36 26  
Motherwell 20 7 4 9 23 28 25  
Partick Thistle 20 6 6 8 19 24 24  
Hamilton 21 6 5 10 28 37 23  
Kilmarnock 22 5 6 11 24 41 21  
Dundee United 21 2 4 15 18 41 10  

Spanish La Liga results/table
Granada 2, Sevilla 1; Rayo Vallecano 2, Real
Sociedad 2; Cordoba 1, Mirandes 2.
Atletico Madrid 18 13 2 3 25 8 41
Barcelona 17 12 3 2 40 15 39
Real Madrid 17 11 3 3 45 16 36
Villarreal 17 10 3 4 22 15 33
Celta Vigo 18 9 4 5 28 25 31
La Coruna 17 6 9 2 25 16 27
Athletic Bilbao 17 8 3 6 25 18 27
Eibar 18 7 6 5 25 19 27
Sevilla 18 7 5 6 24 21 26
Malaga 18 6 5 7 13 14 23
Valencia 17 5 7 5 21 15 22
Espanyol 18 6 3 9 16 28 21
Real Betis 18 5 5 8 13 27 20
Real Sociedad 18 4 5 9 20 27 17
Getafe 17 4 5 8 18 26 17
Granada 18 4 5 9 20 32 17
Las Palmas 17 4 4 9 16 24 16
Sporting Gijon 16 4 3 9 15 25 15
Rayo Vallecano 18 4 3 11 20 41 15
Levante 18 2 5 11 12 31 11

Portuguese League results/standings
Maritimo Funchal 1, Estoril 1;  Academica Coimbra
3, Uniao Madeira 1;  Boavista 0, Moreirense 3;
Nacional 2, Arouca 2; Vitoria Setubal 1, Sporting
Braga 1; Pacos de Ferreira 2,  Belenenses 2 ; Vitoria
Guimaraes 0 , Benfica 1; Sporting Lisbon 2 , FC
Porto 0.
Sporting Lisbon 15 12 2 1 26 7 38
FC Porto 15 11 3 1 30 9 36
Benfica 15 11 1 3 35 10 34
Sporting Braga 15 7 5 3 20 8 26
Vitoria Setubal 15 5 7 3 27 22 22
Pacos de Ferreira 15 6 4 5 21 17 22
Rio Ave 14 6 3 5 22 20 21
Arouca 15 4 8 3 19 17 20
Vitoria Guimaraes 15 5 4 6 16 21 19
Marbtimo Funchal15 5 3 7 21 28 18
Moreirense 15 4 5 6 15 18 17
Estoril 15 4 5 6 12 18 17
Belenenses 15 4 5 6 18 32 17
Nacional 15 4 4 7 14 17 16
Uniao Madeira 15 3 5 7 9 21 14
Academica 15 3 4 8 14 27 13
Boavista 15 2 4 9 9 21 10
Tondela 14 1 2 11 6 21 5.

English Premier League results/table

MADRID: Atletico’s Thomas Partey, right, celebrates after scoring a goal during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Atletico de Madrid and
Levante at the Vicente Calderon stadium in Madrid, Spain, Saturday. —AP

BARCELONA: Substitute Thomas Partey scored
his first La Liga goal as Atletico Madrid beat bot-
tom club Levante 1-0 to go top of the table on
Saturday.

Hosts Atletico lacked a finishing touch in
front of goal until Partey struck nine minutes
from the end with a shot that squirmed away
from keeper Diego Marino. “The team is playing
well and anyone could have got the goal,” the
22-year-old Partey told reporters. “I am still learn-
ing and by working hard I am having more
chances to play.”

Atletico have 41 points, two more than Barca
who have a game in hand. Third-placed Real
Madrid are on 36 points and visit Valencia.
Elsewhere, Charles and Raul Albentosa gave
mid-table Malaga a 2-0 victory over fifth-placed
Celta Vigo.

Keeper Ruben Blanco could have done better
with both goals and was then red-carded in the
64th minute after fouling Nordin Amrabat to
concede a penalty. Amrabat took the spot kick
but it was saved by substitute keeper Sergio
Alvarez. In Madrid, Saul Niguez almost gave
Atletico the lead inside two minutes with a near-
post header from a corner that went just over
the crossbar.

Jackson Martinez had an effort well saved by
Marino before defender Stefan Savic nodded the

ball against the top of the bar from a corner.

GOLDEN CHANCE
At the other end Verza had a golden chance

to put Levante in front on the half hour but fired
wide. Atletico midfielder Koke then cracked a
half-volley against the underside of the bar from
25 metres after 54 minutes and a cross from
Luciano Vietto also thumped the woodwork.

The home side’s attempts were becoming
ever more desperate before Partey, on the pitch
for seven minutes, burst through the centre of
the penalty area and Marino was unable to hold
his shot as the ball crept over the line.

It was the first of three meetings in two
weeks between the two Catalan teams who also
clash in the King’s Cup on Wednesday. 

Atletico Madrid boss Diego Simeone has
demanded more from his side in the second half
of the season despite looking down on Spanish
football’s perennial powerhouses Barcelona and
Real Madrid.

Thomas Partey’s late winner in a 1-0 victory
over Levante on Saturday moved Los
Rojiblancos two points clear of European cham-
pions Barcelona at the top of the table, albeit
having played a game more.

Real meanwhile trail their city rivals by five
points ahead of their trip to Valencia. Atletico’s

success so far this season has been built on a
rock solid defence that has conceded just eight
goals in 18 league games.

An 11th clean sheet of the campaign was
needed to see of bottom of the table Levante,
though, as their struggle for goals continued as
big summer signings Jackson Martinez and
Luciano Vietto again failed to find the net.

And Simeone is well aware his side need
more firepower to have any chance of repeating
their incredible feat of beating Barca and Madrid
to the title two years ago.

“We have one game to go until the end of the
first half of the season, but leading the league
will not distract us from the improvements we
need,” said Simeone. “I think we can play better,
have more speed in our game, be more decisive,
consistent, make better choices in the final third
and score more goals. That is what concerns me.”

Simeone certainly won’t be lacking for
options in the coming months despite Atletico’s
involvement on three fronts as they have also
reached the last 16 of the Copa del Rey and the
Champions League.

Argentine internationals Augusto Fernandez
and Matias Kranevitter will be free to feature for
the first time against Rayo Vallecano in the Cup
in midweek after completing moves from Celta
Vigo and River Plate respectively. — Agencies

Sub’s Partey piece 
sends Atletico top

MADRID: World Player of the Year
Cristiano Ronaldo has claimed he will “live
like a king” once his playing career comes
to an end, but has ruled out a move into
coaching when he hangs up his boots.
Real Madrid’s all-time leading scorer is in
action as Los Blancos look to move level
with eternal rivals Barcelona in the La Liga
title race at Valencia.

However, in a wide-ranging interview
with Spanish newspaper El Mundo, he
admitted football doesn’t always captivate
his interest.  “I have a top life, but I think I
am going to enjoy it more when I finish my
career, when I have time to do what I like,”
he said.  “This Saturday there is a boxing
bout in Las Vegas and I would like to take
my friends and family to see it, and I can’t
because I don’t have time.  “I am not going
to cry about it now because I am making a
sacrifice in inverted commas, but after I
want to live like a king.” Ronaldo is the
world’s third highest paid athlete according
to American business magazine Forbes
with an annual income just shy of $80 mil-
lion dollars.  And the 30-year-old believes
he will continue to work on his brand once
he retires from playing rather than a more

traditional move into coaching.  “If you ask
me now if I want to be a coach, I would say
no. Nor a sporting director or president of a
club,” he added.

“Since I was 27 I have had my own line
of clothes and I want my brand to keep
growing because football will finish in five,
six, seven or 10 years.” The Portuguese cap-
tain’s success has also attracted critics of his
at times egotistical nature.

His decision to go ahead with a lavish
30th birthday hours after Madrid had lost
4-0 to Atletico Madrid in the capital derby
in February dominated headlines in Spain
for weeks afterwards.

Yet, despite admitting to making mis-
takes, Ronaldo believes it is his confidence
that has moulded his talents into a three-
time World Player of the Year. “Many people
say they don’t regret anything. That is a lie,”
he added.  “I at least regret things a lot, but
that also explains the kind of person you
are.

“I am like this. If all I have achieved in
football is by being like this then you can’t
ask me to change. If people ask me to
improve, I accept it, but to change is very
difficult.” — AFP

SAINT-RAPHAEL: Frejus-Saint-Raphael’s Gregory Gendrey (R) scores a goal during
the French Cup round of 64 football match between Frejus-Saint-Raphel and
Bordeaux yesterday, at the Louis-Hon stadium in Saint-Raphael. — AFP

Ronaldo wants to ‘live
like a king’ in retirement

LONDON:  Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
said that his side must improve their commit-
ment levels if they are to make progress this
season following a 2-0 defeat at West Ham
United.

Klopp has identified this month’s games as
crucial to Liverpool’s campaign, with a League
cup semi-final against Stoke City and an FA
Cup trip to Exeter City while there are also
potentially tough league meetings with
Arsenal and Manchester United.

And he has demanded immediate
improvements after seeing his side undone
by headed goals from Michail Antonio and
former Liverpool striker Andy Carroll at Upton
Park on Saturday.

“It’s no day for being disappointed, it’s a
day for being angry,” said the German, who
has now overseen four Premier League
defeats in his fledgling Liverpool tenure.

“We had the ball and possession and bad
luck in a few situations, but that’s not what I
want to see, to be honest. You have to be
there in the decisive moments.

“I know about the things in football and
today (Saturday) it ’s our responsibly. My
English is not good enough to process all the
information that’s going around me in this
moment.

“It was bad, I told the players after the
game. Summary: ‘Not enough.’” Klopp was
particularly unhappy with his side’s defending
after they conceded both goals to headers
and struggled to deal with the aerial threat of
Carroll throughout the afternoon.

“We could have done much better,” he said.
“If you fight in these moments, but at 100 per-
cent — 95 percent is not enough. Who wants
to see 95 percent? — that’s what we have to
do.  “If you know in the other team there’s
Andy Carroll, then how can you allow crosses?
There was bad defending from my side. It’s
about my responsibility. I am really angry
about myself today.

BILIC CHALLENGES CARROLL 
“When I talk about defending I don’t want

to use words like nasty and ugly. It’s football,
defending. I was a defender and I enjoyed it.
“Nice part of the game, you get dirty after-
wards, that’s not a problem. You don’t have to
wash your clothes by yourself.”

West Ham completed a first league double
over Liverpool in over 50 years and manager
Slaven Bilic singled out Carroll for praise after-
wards. The one-time England striker has
scored in successive games after returning to
full fitness and Bilic says that it is up to Carroll
himself to maintain those levels.

“Andy was brilliant, not just because of the
goal, but for his performance, everything:
defending, holding the ball up,” said the
Croatian.

“I think every ball that (goalkeeper) Adrian

kicked up, he went to head it or to flick hit.
And he was defending, tracking back, and
when he had the chance to press the centre-
backs, he took it.

“Now he looks fit to me. And basically we
are talking a lot about him-’Andy England’,
‘Andy that’-but now he is fit and it is all about
him now. “Is he going to look after himself,
work hard, train, rest, to maintain his position
or to even make it better? And then, and only
then, he will become a great asset for us, and
it is up to him. — AFP

‘Angry’ Jurgen Klopp urges 
Liverpool to raise game

City will never give 
up, vows Pellegrini

WATFORD: Manuel Pellegrini  sent a
warning out to the Premier League that
Manchester City are ready to hit top gear
in the title race after ending their away-
day misery at Watford.  Yaya Toure and
Sergio Aguero earned a 2-1 comeback
win on Saturday as Manchester City won
on the road for  the f irst  t ime since
September 12.  Despite their travel sick-
ness, Pellegrini’s side remain just three
points off leaders Arsenal.

And the Manchester City manager
said: “We are returning to our form by
recovering important players and once
they are 100 per cent fit the team will
improve every game.

“We are thinking of going game by
game but when you win a game like we
did here there is a lot of trust in the team.
“We never gave up. It was important to
win after six games with the way we had
been playing before. I’ve always said this
team has character and will never give up.

“It was a tough game against a good
team that is in a good moment. We can
move on from here.” Aguero has been
struggling with injuries all season but he

took his tally to double figures with his
late winner. It could be our year says Hart.

He wil l  be a key player with
Manchester City vying on four fronts.
Pellegrini is taking it game by game -
starting with Wednesday’s Capital One
Cup first-leg tie at Everton.

Pellegrini said: “He is a big player for
us.  He has just  come back so he wil l
improve with games. “I’m so happy to be
in all competitions despite all the injuries
we’ve had. 

We must be thinking game by game.”
Goalkeeper Joe Hart says City can wrestle
the title back from Chelsea and said: “We
believe it could be our year and that’s
what we want to make it happen. 

“We can’t do much about other teams
and their results. We have to look after
ourselves. “This win is a big moment for
us.” Watford were on course for victory
after Aleksandar Kolarov headed Ben
Watson’s corner into his own net.

But Manchester City had other ideas
as Toure and Aguero struck in quick suc-
cession to clinch the smash-and-grab
win.—AFP

MALAGA: Malaga’s Cameroonian goalkeeper Carlos Kameni (L) vies with Celta Vigo’s Danish
midfielder Daniel Wass during the Spanish league football match Malaga CF vs RC Celta de
Vigo at La Rosaleda stadium in Malaga on Saturday. —  AFP 


