
LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry’s return from injury was cut short on
Saturday with a knock to his bruised left shin and his early exit
showed how vulnerable the Golden State Warriors could be
without their MVP. Curry re-inured his left shin during the
second quarter against the Denver Nuggets after missing
the two previous games with the same injury. He fin-
ished with five points and four assists in 14 minutes.
Champions Warriors eked out a 111-108 overtime
win against the Nuggets but displayed how limit-
ed they are without Curry.  With the
return of their leader Golden
State roared to a 37-13 advan-
tage after the first quarter.  But
the game changed when Curry
went to the bench, and ultimately
left, and Golden State were
outscored by 13 points in the fourth quarter
where they lost their lead. — Reuters
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SAN DIEGO: Larry Gordon, who revolutionized surfing when he
created foam boards at his California company, has died. He was
76. Gordon’s wife, Gayle Gordon, told The Associated Press
Saturday he died peacefully on New Year’s Day at his San Diego
home after a lengthy illness. An iconic figure in California’s surfing
and skateboarding scenes, Gordon was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease 10 years ago. Gordon studied chemistry at San Diego State
University and it was then that he started experimenting with
foam materials at his father’s plastics factory. In the late 1950s,
Gordon and fellow sur fer and friend Floyd Smith used
Polyurethane foam to build their own cutting edge boards. The
demand for their foam surfboards forced the pair to move from
Smith’s garage and start their first legitimate surf shop, Gordon &
Smith Surfboards & Skateboards. In 2007, Gordon was chosen as
one of five surfboard shapers honored in the “International
Surfboard Builders Hall of Fame.” Gordon is survived by his wife, his
three children, Debbie, Eric and Erin Gordon, five grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. — AP
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LONDON: Matthew Hobden, an English crick-
eter regarded as one of the most talented
up-and-coming players in the country, has
died. He was 22. The England and Wales

Cricket Board announced Hobden’s death on
Sunday. It didn’t give a cause of death. Hobden

was a bowler who had been selected for the
Potential England Performance program for each

of the last two years. He played county cricket for
Sussex. Kevin Shine, the ECB’s lead fast bowling

coach, says Hobden “was the strongest, most powerful
cricketer I’ve ever seen on that program - up there with
elite athletes from different sports. His potential was
huge, he was improving rapidly and I’m certain that
he would have played for England.” England players
wore black armbands in Hobden’s memory on the
second day of the second test against South Africa
in Cape Town yesterday. — AP
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BRISBANE: Tennis players Roger Federer (L) of Switzerland, Radek Stepanek (2nd R) of the Czech Republic, Garbine Muguruza of Spain (R) and Victoria Azarenka of Belarus join various characters during an event ahead of the start of
the Brisbane International tennis tournament yesterday. — AFP 

PERTH: Precocious Australian Nick Kyrgios
warmed up for an early season test against world
number two Andy Murray with an impressive
come-from-behind win on the opening day of the
mixed teams Hopman Cup in Perth yesterday.

Kyrgios, 20, who raised eyebrows with his on-
court behaviour last year, was too good for fellow
young gun Alexander Zverev in a match played
that played out at a frenetic pace.

Kyrgios dropped the first set but steamed
through the second two to beat the teenage
German in just over an hour, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4.  Kyrgios
will face Murray when Australia Green-one of two
teams representing the host nation in the event-
plays Great Britain on Wednesday, at match he said

he was keenly anticipating.
“I have been looking forward to that for a long

time now so I’m going to go and do everything I
can to physically prepare for that battle,” he said.
Murray has won all four of their encounters, most
recently at last year’s US Open, and Kyrgios has tak-
en just one set off the Scot.  Zverev, at just 18, is
tipped, along with Kyrgios, to be one of the stars of
the men’s game for the next decade.

He achieved the only break of the first set, but
the volatile Australian kept a cool head to regain
control of the match.

“I felt as if it was a lucky break in the first set (for
Zverev), I played a couple of loose points,” the 30th-
ranked Kyrgios said.  “I knew I just had to stay calm,”

he added. Daria Gavrilova beat a rusty Sabine
Lisicki in the women’s singles 6-2, 6-2, and Australia
Green went on to achieve a clean sweep, winning
the mixed doubles on a tiebreak, 6-3, 4-6, 10-7.

Gavrilova, ranked 36th in the world, celebrated
her first appearance for Australia with a comfort-
able win over a clearly underdone Lisicki.  The
Russian-born Gavrilova only officially switched
allegiances to Australia last month and said she
was nervous before the match.  For Lisicki, it was
her first match since the US Open last September.
The 2013 Wimbledon finalist was beaten in the
fourth round by Simona Halep  at the US Open
and was sidelined by a knee injury for the rest of
the year. — AFP
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DOHA: World number one Novak Djokovic admit-
ted yesterday it will be bizarre to see his friend Ivan
Ljubicic helping coach one of his greatest rivals,
Roger Federer, this season. 

“Yes! Honestly, yes,” said Djokovic, when asked if
he would find it strange to see the Croat as part of
the Swiss legend’s coaching staff. “But you know,
again, we are professionals.”  It was announced in
December that Ljubicic, a former world number
three, would be hired in a move widely interpreted
as Federer trying to find a way to defeat a domi-
nant Djokovic, who won three Grand Slams last
year and was also a finalist in the French Open.

“He (Ljubicic) knows my game, he knows the
game of all Roger’s opponents, and I think that’s
one of the reasons why Roger has hired him to be
with him on the team,” said Djokovic, speaking in
Doha, ahead of his first tournament of the season,
the Qatar Open, which begins on Monday.
“Whether it’s going to work or not, that’s some-
thing to see for all of us, but I wish them all the
best. He’s a great guy, very calm, very composed,
and I am sure Roger knows why he hired him.”

Federer has denied that the Croat has been
hired just to help him overcome the Serb. Djokovic
also said he was well-rested from his winter break
and was “very excited” to start again on the tour.

Given his performance last season there has
been speculation that Djokovic could become the
first player since Rod Laver in 1969 to win all four

Grand Slams in a single season.
There is also the extra prize of a “fifth major” this

season, with an Olympics gold medal up for grabs
in Rio in August.  The Serb said he would play to win
every match.  “Grand Slams and Olympic Games are
the priority of the season, but it’s a long season, so I
can’t really predict what’s going to happen or guar-
antee if I am going to win any of the Grand Slams or
all four.  “Of course, I am going to try to win every

tournament and every Grand Slam that I play on,
that’s kind of the mindset that I have.” Djokovic kicks
off his season on Monday though it is still not yet
known who will come through the qualifiers to face
him in the first round.  Doha last year represented
one of his rare failures as Ivo Karlovic beat him in
three seats in the quarter-finals. Also playing in
Doha this year is Rafa Nadal and defending champi-
on David Ferrer. — AFP

PERTH: Daria Gavrilova of the Australia Green team hits a return against Sabine
Lisicki of Germany during their first session women’s singles match on day one of the
Hopman Cup tennis tournament in Perth yesterday. — AFP

BRISBANE: Russia’s Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova caused the only upset
on the first day of the season-opening
Brisbane International when she swept
aside fifth-seeded Swiss Timea
Bacsinszky 6-2, 6-1 yesterday.

The powerful Russian took just over
an hour to defeat Bacsinszky and set up a
clash against Frenchwoman Alize Cornet.

Cornet booked her place in the sec-
ond round when she beat fellow coun-
trywoman Kristina Mladenovic 6-3, 6-4.
Former Australian Open runner-up
Dominika Cibulkova survived a scare
from Belgian Yanina Wickmayer to win 3-
6, 6-4, 6-4 in the tournament’s first match
at the Pat Rafter Arena.

The Slovakian was down 4-3 in the
third set before storming home to see off
Wickmayer in two hours and 11 minutes.
“Today I was really, really strong, espe-
cially mentally,” she said.  “For the first
match it was tough because [in] these

first tournaments of the season...you
never know what to expect. 

“The only thing I knew I could do bet-
ter in the first set and second set was my
serve,” she added.

Former Brisbane finalist Andrea
Petkovic of Germany was untroubled in
her 6-1, 6-2 win over Brazilian Teliana
Pereira. Petkovic will take on either third
seed Maria Sharapova or Ekaterina
Makarova in the second round.

In the only other main draw match
Varvara Lepchenko of the US beat
Slovakia’s Anna Karolina Schmiedlova 6-
2, 6-1 and will now face second-seeded
Garbine Muguruza of Spain.

Two-time Australian Open champion
Victoria Azarenka begins her campaign
today when she plays Russian qualifier
Elena Vesnina, while the men’s draw gets
underway when fifth-seeded Frenchman
Gilles Simon clashes with Bulgaria’s
Grigor Dimitrov. —AFP
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PERTH: Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic hits a return against Jamila Wolfe of the
Australia Gold team during their second session women’s singles match on day one of the
Hopman Cup tennis tournament in Perth yesterday. — AFP 


