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He added that the environment police will continue
its campaigns with other bodies concerned with envi-
ronment protection, and deal with all calls seriously and
decisively.

Separately, Al-Anbaa reported that the health min-
istry prepares to implement a decision to allocate morn-
ing OPDs at various public hospitals for citizens only
from this month. But it intends to exempt nuclear medi-

cine departments from this decision.  Informed sources
said the exception was due to the need to rationalize
the use of isotopes and radioactive elements by using
them only in the mornings instead of doubling the
quantity used. Notably, the OPDs segregation was
decided after a two-year experiment at Jahra Hospital,
where OPDs only received citizens in the morning,
when all specialists and consultants are in office, and
received expat patients and citizens who wished to do
so during afternoons. 

Expats face deportation for violating...
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who spent more than a decade studying theology at
Iran’s seminaries. On top of the ongoing wars in Syria
and Yemen, Nimr’s execution set the Middle East’s main
Shiite countries further apart from their Sunni counter-
part in Riyadh.

While Shiite leaders hit out at Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain defended their ally,
saying the executions were necessary to confront
extremism. An official source at the Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry said yesterday Kuwait sharply condemned
attacks by Iranian demonstrators on the Saudi embassy
in Tehran and the Saudi consulate in Mashhad. Iranian
authorities should shoulder responsibility for protecting
the embassy and ensuring the safety of its staff, the
source requested. 

Such attacks are a flagrant violation of Vienna
Convention that requires states to protect and safeguard
diplomatic missions and to ensure the safety of their
staff, the source reminded. The source called on Iranian
authorities to abide by all international rules and norms
which state the respect of states’ sovereignty and non-
interference in their internal affairs. In addition, the
source reiterated Kuwait’s support to all measures
adopted by Saudi Arabia to maintain its security and sta-
bility. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) also condemned
the “barbaric’ aggression on the Saudi missions, holding
the Iranian authorities fully responsible for these “acts of
terrorism”. GCC Secretary-General Abdullatif Al-Zayani
also denounced Iran’s “hostile and fomenting” state-
ments against Saudi Arabia after the kingdom carried
out “legitimate rulings against terrorists”. He considered
the statements “blatant interference in the kingdom’s
internal affairs.” He reiterated the GCC’s support to the
resolutions the kingdom had made to “fight all forms of
terrorism and track perpetrators of acts of terrorism and
agitators and bring them to justice”. 

Nimr, 56, was a force behind anti-government
protests in eastern Saudi Arabia in 2011. He was execut-
ed Saturday along with 46 Shiite activists and Sunnis
who the Saudi interior ministry said were involved in Al-
Qaeda killings. Some were beheaded, others were shot
by firing squad. Nimr’s brother, Mohammed, said he had
been told the corpse would not be returned to the fami-
ly and had been buried “in a cemetery of Muslims”.

Khamenei, in a speech to clerics in Tehran, said the
killing would not go unanswered. “The unjustly spilt
blood of this martyr will have quick consequences,” he
said. “God will not forgive. This scholar neither encour-
aged people into armed action nor secretly conspired for

plots but the only thing he did was utter public criticism
rising from his religious zeal.” Sistani’s remarks were not
as strong as Khamenei’s but in a statement he alluded to
repercussions. “The spilling of their pure blood - includ-
ing of the late cleric Sheikh Nimr Al-Nimr, may his soul
rest in peace - is an injustice and an aggression,” he said.

Nimr was arrested in 2012, three years after calling for
the oil-rich Eastern Province’s Shiite-populated Qatif and
Al-Ihsaa governorates to be separated from Saudi Arabia
and united with Bahrain. Shiites there complain of mar-
ginalization. But the Saudi interior ministry described
him at the time of his arrest as an “instigator of sedition”.
A video on YouTube in 2012 showed Nimr making a
speech celebrating the death of then-interior minister
Prince Nayef bin Abdulaziz.

Demonstrations outside the Saudi embassy and at
Palestine Square in Tehran attracted around 1,500 peo-
ple yesterday. Activists erected a street sign bearing
Nimr’s name outside the kingdom’s embassy, but state
media said the change had not been approved. Iran’s
President Hassan Rouhani had earlier intervened to dis-
tance the government from Saturday’s violence at both
the embassy and the consulate.

He called such demonstrators radicals and while
deploring Nimr’s killing said criminality at the diplomatic
buildings was “totally unjustifiable”. Forty-four people
were arrested, prosecutors said. Several small protests
took place in Baghdad and elsewhere in Iraq, including
in the southern town of Nasiriyah yesterday.

The United States and European Union have
expressed alarm at the executions, with Washington
warning that Riyadh risked “exacerbating sectarian ten-
sions at a time when they urgently need to be reduced”.
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said he was “deeply
dismayed” by the state-sanctioned killings. France and
Germany condemned the executions, voicing concerns
about growing tensions in the Middle East.

Saudi Arabia’s interior ministry said the executed men
were convicted of adopting the radical “takfiri” ideology,
joining “terrorist organizations” and implementing vari-
ous “criminal plots”. An official list included Sunnis con-
victed of involvement in Al-Qaeda attacks that killed
dozens - Saudis and foreigners - in 2003 and 2004.
Among them was Fares Al-Shuwail, described by Saudi
media as Al-Qaeda’s top religious leader in the kingdom.

Hassan Nasrallah, leader of Lebanon’s Shiite move-
ment Hezbollah, said Saudi Arabia had a “criminal and
terrorist” government whose rulers wanted to spark “a
conflict between Sunni and Shiite” Muslims. Executions
have soared in Saudi Arabia since King Salman ascended
the throne a year ago with 153 people put to death in
2015, nearly twice as many as in 2014. — Agencies 

Saudi missions in Iran torched by protesters
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The arson attack in the West Bank village of Duma killed
18-month-old Ali Dawabsheh, while his mother, Riham,
and father, Saad, later died of their wounds. Ali’s 4-year-old
brother Ahmad survived. The firebombing, carried out at
night while the family slept, was condemned across the
Israeli political spectrum and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu pledged “zero tolerance” in the fight to bring
the assailants to justice. Israel has authorized a series of
steps, including holding several suspects without charge -
a tactic typically used against Palestinian militants - to
crack the case.

But critics have said that similar, albeit not deadly, attacks
have festered for years with little action by the government.
And for months, Palestinians watched angrily as the case
remained unsolved, intensifying a feeling of skewed justice
in the occupied territory, where suspected Palestinian mili-
tants are prosecuted under a separate system of military law
that gives them few rights. The arson also touched on
Palestinian fears of extremist Jewish settlers, who have
attacked Palestinian property with impunity.

Palestinians cite the Duma incident as a factor in a
three-month wave of attacks and clashes roiling the
region, saying they are frustrated by years of unchecked
settler violence. Palestinian attacks against Israeli civilians
and soldiers over the past three and a half months have
killed 21 Israelis, mostly in stabbings, shootings and car-
ramming attacks. That figure does not include the two
Israelis killed Friday by an Arab man in a shooting attack
on a Tel Aviv restaurant, as the motive for the attack hasn’t
officially been determined yet. During that time, at least
131 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire, 90 of them
identified by Israel as assailants. The rest died in clashes
with security forces.

Israel says the violence is being fanned by a Palestinian
campaign of incitement. The Palestinians say it is rooted in
frustrations stemming from nearly five decades of Israeli
occupation. The violence continued yesterday as a female
Israeli soldier was shot in the West Bank city of Hebron, the

military said. She was moderately wounded and troops
were searching for the shooter.

Israel’s Shin Bet security service said yesterday that the
suspects admitted to carrying out the Duma attack, say-
ing it was in retaliation for the killing of an Israeli settler
by Palestinians a month earlier. It said all the suspects
were part of a group of extremists that had carried out a
series of attacks over the years in a religiously inspired
campaign to undermine the government and sow fear
among non-Jews.

The indictment said Ben-Uliel admitted to spraying
graffiti on the Dawabsheh family home and then tossing
a firebomb through a bedroom window before fleeing
the scene. Ben-Uliel’s parents said they believe in his inno-
cence and that he was tortured during interrogation.
Nasser Dawabsheh, Saad’s brother, said the indictments
were not enough. “It’s clear the Israeli institutions are not
serious,” he said. “It’s clear there was an organization
behind this crime, even the media knows that. And the
government was not serious in preventing it and is not
serious in pursuing the killers.”

Jewish extremists have for years vandalized or set fire
to Palestinian property, as well as mosques, churches, the
offices of dovish Israeli groups and even Israeli military
bases. The so-called “price tag” attacks seek to exact a cost
for Israeli steps seen as favoring the Palestinians. The
extremists are part of a movement known as the “hilltop
youth”, a leaderless group of young people who set up
unauthorized outposts, usually clusters of trailers, on West
Bank hilltops - land the Palestinians claim for their hoped-
for state. A lawyer for one of the suspects says his client
gave a forced confession after interrogators deprived him
of sleep and tied him upside down by his feet.

The Yesha council, an umbrella group of West Bank set-
tlements, commended the indictment and said the sus-
pects do not represent it. “It is now clear that these acts
were perpetrated by a fringe group of anarchists bent on
destroying the State of Israel and the freedom and justice
that it represents,” it said in a statement. — AP 

Two Jewish extremists indicted over killings 

A man walks on the frozen Songhua river beside the Harbin international ice and snow festival in northeast China’s Heilongjiang province yesterday. Over one million visitors are expected to
attend the spectacular Harbin Ice Festival, where buildings of ice are bathed in ethereal lights and international ice sculptors compete for honors. — AFP 


