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Dear comrades,

Filled with the dignity and self-respect of being
victors, who have set up a shining milestone in
the history of the glorious Workers’ Party of

Korea and our country, we are greeting the New Year
2016.

In reflection of the fervent loyalty of all the peo-
ple and service personnel, I extend the noblest
respect and New Year greetings to the great
Comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, the symbol of
socialist Korea and the sun of Juche.

My New Year greetings also go to all the service
personnel and people, who are working devotedly
for the prosperity of their socialist country with a
firm determination to follow the road of Juche to
the end together with the Party, and I wish that all
the families will be filled with harmonious feelings
and the happy laughter of our dear children
resound more loudly.

Seeing in the new year, I extend greetings to our
compatriots in the south and abroad who are strug-
gling to achieve national reunification, the cherished
desire of the nation, and to the progressive peoples
and our friends in the world who aspire after inde-
pendence, justice and peace. The year 2015 was a
year of gigantic struggle, which is adorned with
meaningful events and eye-opening successes, a
year of victory and glory, in which socialist Korea fully
demonstrated its prestige and might.

Last year we celebrated the 70th anniversary of
the founding of the Workers’ Party of Korea as a
proud and significant revolutionary event of the
great Paektusan nation. Having turned out as one in
hearty response to the Party’s call, the service per-
sonnel and people waged a heroic struggle in the
revolutionary spirit of Paektu and through bold
army-people cooperation, thus bringing about
proud labour results dedicated to the motherly Party.

The Paektusan Hero Youth Power Station,
Chongchongang Power Station in Tiers, Sci-Tech
Complex, Mirae Scientists Street, Jangchon
Vegetable Cooperative Farm and many other struc-
tures of lasting significance and beautiful socialist vil-
lages that embody the Party’s ideas and policies
sprang up, showing the mettle of the country which
is advancing by leaps and bounds reducing ten years
to one.

Our working class, scientists and technicians, true
to the instructions of the great leaders, made a big
stride in making the metallurgical industry Juche-
based, built model, standard factories of the era of
the knowledge-driven economy in various parts of
the country and put production lines on a modern
and IT footing, thus opening a new road of advance
for developing the overall economy and improving
the people’s standard of living. The flames of the
campaign to implement the Party’s ideas and defend
its policies have unfolded a proud reality of our
indigenous plane flying in the sky and our indige-
nous subway train running under the ground, and
rich fish and fruit harvests were gathered, their
socialist flavor bringing pleasure to the people. Our
sportspeople including the trustworthy women’s
soccer players exalted the honor of their motherland
and further encouraged the militant spirit of our
service personnel and people by winning gold
medals in international competitions.

Through the large-scale events held to celebrate
the Party’s 70th anniversary drawing the attention of
the world, we demonstrated far and wide the might
of the single-hearted unity of all the service person-
nel and people around the Party and the bright
future of Juche Korea.

The moving scenes unfolded on the October cel-
ebration square shook the world with power greater

than that of explosion of an atomic bomb or that of
the launching of an earth satellite, and clearly
showed that nothing can check the dynamic
advance of our Party, service personnel and people
that are fighting with the single-hearted unity and
arms as their ever-victorious weapons.

Last year our service personnel and people ward-
ed off the danger of war facing their country and
nation and safeguarded the dignity of the Republic
and world peace with honor.

That we neutralized the hair-trigger situation tee-
tering on the brink of armed conflict owing to the
grave political and military provocations by the hos-
tile forces and defended the dignity and security of
our motherland from possible calamities is a brilliant
victory born of the Herculean might of the great
army-people unity and of the powerful Paektusan
revolutionary army.

What makes us look back upon last year with
greater delight is that our young vanguard who are
reliably carrying forward the lineage of the Juche
revolution and faith demonstrated the might of the
youth power without parallel in the world by means
of their loyalty to the Party and heroic struggle.

Educated and trained in the embrace of the great
leaders and the Party, our young people rushed
ahead along the course of the Korean revolution set
by the Party, creating the charging spirit and culture
of young people of the Songun era and performing
laudable deeds that touched people’s heartstrings.
The millions of young people, fully equipped with
the revolutionary ideology of the great leaders and
firmly rallied behind the Party, have grown strong in
ideas and faith, to become successors to the cause of
the Juche revolution. This is the greatest dignity,
pride and success for us.

All the victories and successes achieved last year
are a fruition born of the heroic struggle of our peo-
ple, who turned out in the general offensive for their
country’s prosperity with the spirit and mettle of
Paektu, and a crystallization of the invaluable blood
and sweat the service personnel and people dedicat-
ed to the country and the revolution.

Spending last year seething with creation and
filled with miraculous achievements together with
the service personnel and people, who were burning
their hearts with patriotism and loyalty, our Party wit-
nessed with a warm feeling their beautiful spiritual
world and strenuous struggle and gained greater
strength and courage from their trust-filled look and
sincere opinions.

As there are the Party’s sagacious leadership, the
invincible army and the great people that absolutely
support the Party and defend it unto death, we have
no difficulties to be afraid of and can accomplish any
great cause without fail-this is the proud conclusion
of last year’s struggle.

I extend warm thanks to all the members of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, service personnel and peo-
ple who glorified last year with heroic struggle and
feats in devoted support of the cause of the Party
cherishing ardent loyalty to it and faith in sure victo-
ry.

Our Party maintains the improvement of the peo-
ple’s living conditions as the most important of the
numerous state affairs. The urban and rural areas,
workplaces and villages should be kept spick and
span, and positive measures should be taken to con-
serve the resources of the country and prevent air,
river and sea pollution.

Our Party is steadfast in its determination and will
to solidify the foundations of a thriving country by
dint of science and technology and, with them as the
engine, achieve national prosperity. The scientific
research sector should give priority to resolving the
scientific and technological problems that arise in

consolidating the might of the Juche-based industry,
the socialist independent economy, and improving
the people’s standard of living, and strive to push
back the frontiers of science and technology.
Factories, enterprises and cooperative farms should
build science and technology diffusion rooms in a
splendid fashion and put their operation on a regular
basis, so as to ensure that all the working people
learn modern science and technology. It is also nec-
essary to establish a social climate of resolving the
problems arising in reality on the strength of science
and technology.

The Cabinet and other state and economic
organs should decisively improve their economic
planning and guidance. Leading economic officials
should fully equip themselves with Party policy,
work out plans of the economic work in an innova-
tive way and give a strong push to it on the principle
of developing all the sectors at an exponential
speed by relying on the inexhaustible creative
strength of the working people and by dint of mod-
ern science and technology. They should accurately
identify the main link in the whole chain of econom-
ic development and concentrate efforts on it while
revitalizing the overall economy, especially when
the conditions are not favorable and many difficul-
ties arise. They should be proactive in organizing
and launching the work of establishing on a full
scale our style of economic management method
which embodies the Juche idea, thus giving full play
to its advantages and vitality.

The political and military might of our Republic
should be strengthened in every way. It is necessary
to cement the politico-ideological position of social-
ism rock-solid. We should regard ideology as the driv-
ing force of the revolution and focus on the five-
point education so as to train all the service person-
nel and people to be strong in ideas, to etch in their
hearts the revolutionary spirit of Paektu, the spirit of
the blizzards of Paektu, and encourage them to give
free rein to their indomitable mental strength in the
struggle to carry out the instructions of the great
leaders and safeguard the Party’s policies. Political
work and frontline-style information and motivation-
al work should be vigorously conducted to ensure
that the whole country seethes with an atmosphere
of heightened political enthusiasm in the lead-up to
the Seventh Party Congress.

Single-hearted unity is the great foundation and
ever-victorious weapon for the Juche revolution. All
the officials, Party members and other working peo-
ple should connect their burning hearts with the gar-
den of the offices of the Party Central Committee
and share the Party’s ideas, breathe the same breath
as it and keep pace with it in order to travel one road
forever following the Party. Party organizations and
state organs should give absolute priority to the
demands and interests of the people by thoroughly
applying the politics of prioritizing, respecting and
loving them, and take responsible care of their politi-
cal integrity and material and cultural life to the end.
Party organizations should take hold of public senti-
ments, rally the broad sections of the masses closely
around the Party, and launch an intensive struggle
among officials against all practices of abuse of pow-
er, bureaucratic and corruption that gnaw at and
undermine our single-hearted unity. 

In this year, which marks the 20th anniversary of
the movement of winning the title of O Jung Hup-
led 7th Regiment initiated by General Kim Jong Il, the
People’s Army should further develop itself into a
revolutionary army of the Party in which the Party’s
unified command system is thoroughly established,
into a steadfast army of the Party that keeps the rev-
olutionary faith to the death, and effect a turnaround
in implementing the Party’s four-point line of build-

ing up the army to be formidable. By keeping it as
the seed to conduct training in a real-war atmos-
phere and put it on a scientific and modern footing,
the army should raise the fierce flames of training so
that all the service personnel are prepared to be elite
soldiers of modern warfare and stout fighters who
are equipped with the military strategies and tactics
of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, the heroic fighting
spirit and flawless abilities to fight an actual war. It
should become a standard-bearer and shock force of
the times to make breakthroughs as intended by the
Party on the major fronts where a thriving country is
being built, and look for more tasks that are for the
good of the people.

Officers and men of the Korean People’s Internal
Security Forces should smash in embryo the maneu-
verings of the class enemy and hostile elements to
harm the leadership of the revolution, our socialist
system and our people’s lives and property, and
members of the Worker-Peasant Red Guards and the
Young Red Guards should intensify combat and polit-
ical training and fully prepare themselves to defend
their villages.

The munitions industry sector should develop
defence science and technology, put the defence
industry on a highly Juche-oriented, modern and sci-
entific footing, and give full play to the revolutionary
spirit of Kunja-ri, so as to develop and produce a
greater number of various means of military strike of
our own style that are capable of overwhelming the
enemy. We should ensure that our people enjoy the
highest quality of civilization on the highest level.

By raising the flames of radical improvement in
education in the new century, we should renovate
the conditions and environment for education and
improve its quality decisively, thereby bringing up
talented personnel who are knowledgeable, morally
sound and physically strong. We should improve
medical treatment and preventive work as required
by the socialist public health system in order to pro-
tect the people’s life and promote their health.

We should make sports mass-based and part of
daily concern to ensure that the whole country is
astir with enthusiasm for sports, and radically devel-
op the specialized sporting techniques to create new
miracles of heroic Korea in international games. The
sector of art and literature should brace itself to pro-
duce a larger number of contemporary masterpieces
which make all the service personnel and people
burn their hearts with enthusiasm for the revolution
and for struggle.

We should launch a strong drive to establish dis-
cipline with regard to moral ethics so as to ensure
that a sound and civilized way of life prevails
throughout the country.

All the officials and working people should turn
out as one in the struggle to usher in a golden age in
building a thriving nation in this year when the
Seventh Party Congress is to be held. It is the tradi-
tion of struggle and temperament of our people to
turn out with a single mind and will and continuous-
ly work miracles like moving mountains and filling
up seas if it is the Party’s call.

In all fields of social life we should sustain the
original features and great appearances of our socie-
ty which is advancing on the strength of helping and
leading one another forward and through a concert-
ed effort. Our target is a Juche-oriented socialist
power, and the might of socialism is none other than
the might of collectivism. All sectors and all units
should attach primary importance to the interests of
the state, the Party and the revolution, introduce the
successes and experiences gained by the leading
units and make leaps and bounds in the flames of
collectivist competition.

The principle of giving priority to self-develop-

ment should be maintained in building a thriving
socialist country. Worship of big countries and
dependence on foreign forces is the road to national
ruin; self-development alone is the road to sustain-
ing the dignity of our country and our nation and to
paving a broad avenue for the revolution and con-
struction. With affection, trust, dignity and pride in
everything of our own, we should achieve the great
cause of building a thriving nation and realize the
people’s beautiful dreams and ideals without fail by
our own efforts, technology and resources. National
reunification is the most pressing and vital task fac-
ing the nation.

Last year, greeting the 70th anniversary of nation-
al liberation, we appealed to all the compatriots to
pool their efforts to open up a broad avenue to inde-
pendent reunification, and strived for its realization.
However, the anti-reunification forces that are not
desirous of national reunification and improved
inter-Korean relations ran amuck to realize their
schemes for a war and even created a touch-and-go
situation short of crossfire, causing grave apprehen-
sion at home and abroad. The south Korean authori-
ties publicly sought to realize their goal of “regime
change” in our country and unilateral “unification of
systems” against the trend of inter-Korean dialogue
and dÈtente, and fanned distrust and confrontation
between the north and the south.

This year we should hold up the slogan “Let us
frustrate the challenges by the anti-reunification
forces within and without and usher in a new era of
independent reunification!” and press on with the
national reunification movement more vigorously.

We should reject foreign intervention and
resolve the issues of inter-Korean relations and
national reunification independently in keeping
with the aspirations and demands of the nation. It is
none other than the outside forces that divided our
nation, and it is also none other than the United
States and its followers that obstruct the reunifica-
tion of our country. Notwithstanding this, the south
Korean authorities are clinging to a smear campaign
against the fellow countrymen in collusion with the
outside forces while touring foreign countries to ask
for the solution of the internal issue of our nation,
the issue of its reunification. This is a betrayal of the
country and nation that leaves the destiny of the
nation at the mercy of the outside forces and sells
out its interests.

The issues of inter-Korean relations and national
reunification should, to all intents and purposes, be
resolved by the efforts of our nation in conformity
with its independent will and demands, true to the
principle of By Our Nation Itself. No one will or can
bring our nation reunification.

The whole nation should struggle resolutely
against the sycophantic and treacherous manoeu-
vres of the anti-reunification forces to cooperate with
the outside forces. The south Korean authorities
should discontinue such a humiliating act as going
on a tour of foreign countries touting for cooperation
in resolving the internal issues of the nation.

It is fundamental to realizing the country’s reuni-
fication to prevent the danger of war and safeguard
peace and security in the Korean peninsula. All the
Korean people in the north, in the south and abroad
will smash all challenges and obstructive moves by
the anti-reunification forces in and out of the coun-
try and build a dignified and prosperous reunified
Korea on this land without fail under the banner of
By Our Nation Itself. Let us all strive for the final vic-
tory of the revolution full of confidence in victory
and optimism. Greeting the hope-filled new year, I
wish the people across the country good health and
happiness.

From the Embassy of North Korea

2016 New Year Address by KIM JONG UN

PUNE: More than 150,000 Hindu hardliners, all
dressed in khaki shorts, white shirts and black
hats, put on a massive show of strength at an
elaborate rally in western India yesterday. It was
the largest ever gathering of the controversial
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a group
seen as the ideological parent of Indian ruling
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party, officials said.

Devotees, all men, marched in unison with
wooden staffs, chanted, sat in mass prayer and
listened intently as RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
delivered a speech from a stage surrounded by
walls designed to resemble a fort. A marching
band composed of 2,000 RSS volunteers also
played while a giant saffron flag, the color most
associated with Hinduism, was hoisted on a post
over 20 meters high at the 450-acre rally site at
Pune in Maharashtra state.

The RSS styles itself as a cultural organization
devoted to protecting India’s Hindu culture. But
critics accuse it of being an anti-Muslim pseudo-
fascist organization with a history of fuelling reli-
gious tensions. Analysts say its influence has
never been greater following the election in May
2014 of Modi, a former RSS foot-soldier.
Attendees, who ranged in age from 15 to 102,
were in bullish mood.

“People in the RSS look up to Modi as an
example of what we can become. He gives our
organization a great image,” Vinayak Deshpande,
32, told AFP. Another volunteer, who asked not
to be named, said the RSS had witnessed a 20
percent increase in activists since Modi became
prime minister. “With Modi as prime minister the
RSS is on the right track,” he said.

The RSS, formed in 1925, is India’s biggest
grassroots religious organization and is believed
to have around five million activists, known as
“Swayamsevaks”. It is notoriously secretive-vol-
unteers do not formally register as members and
communications are often done verbally.
Yesterday’s event was rare for its size and for its
open invitation to the media.

Shreerang Godbole, an RSS official, told AFP it
was the largest RSS camp ever held. Some
160,000 volunteers had registered to attend and
practically all had turned up, organizers said. The
organization has been banned three times in
post-independence India, including after a for-

mer member assassinated Mahatma Gandhi in
1948 and following the 1992 demolition of a
mosque in Ayodhya which led to deadly nation-
wide riots.

It favors a uniform civil code for India rather
than personal laws for different religions, the
protection of cows-which are sacred to Hindus-
and the construction of a temple on the disput-
ed Ayodhya site. Modi helped the group out as a
boy and as a young adult became a full-time vol-
unteer for more than 15 years, taking the requi-
site vow of celibacy, before joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

‘Dictating policies’ 
Thousands of RSS followers campaigned

across India to help end ten years of Congress
rule and propel Modi to the premiership. Almost
two years into his term experts say the organiza-
tion enjoys unprecedented political clout.
Writing in The Indian Express, Shyamlal Yadav, an
expert on the RSS, said the organization “wields
considerable power... sometimes dictating poli-

cies”. Kumar Ketkar, a political analyst in Mumbai,
agreed.

“Across the board RSS men are being
appointed. For example they have significant
influence in the human resources ministry,
which includes education,” he said. RSS advo-
cates have welcomed a toughened beef ban in
Maharashtra state since Modi came to power,
but are likely to have been disappointed by his
focus on economic growth and his failure to take
a stance on Ayodhya.

The relationship has also been uneasy at
times. BJP leaders feel that controversial com-
ments made by Bhagwat last year contributed
towards a humiliating defeat for their party in
elections in Bihar state. And Ketkar said the RSS
upper echelons are “extremely unhappy” that
Modi has not consulted them on big decisions
such as his surprise visit to Pakistan last month.
But under a BJP-led government the RSS has
never been stronger. Its foot-soldiers will be out
in force to ensure a favorable result for Modi in
Uttar Pradesh elections next year. —AFP

150,000 Hindu nationalists 

gather for massive rally

Largest ever gathering of RSS party 

PUNE: Varkari’s - Indian Hindu pilgrims who follow a religious movement within the
spiritual tradition of Hinduism - sing songs as they arrive to take part in a right wing
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) rally. —AFP Photos

ATHENS: A drowned two-year-old boy
became the first known migrant casualty
of the year on Saturday after the crowd-
ed dinghy he was travelling in slammed
into rocks off Greece’s Agathonisi island,
the coastguard said. The other 39 pas-
sengers, including a woman who had
fallen overboard, were rescued after local
fishermen raised the alarm.

Ten of the survivors were taken to
hospital to be treated for hypothermia.
The rubber vessel had set off from Turkey
in the early morning in windy weather.
The charity Migrant Offshore Aid Station
(MOAS), which helps save migrants and
refugees at sea, deployed its fast-rescue
Responder boat to help bring the strand-
ed passengers to safety in a joint opera-
tion with the Hellenic coastguard.

The toddler’s body was pulled out of
the water by fishermen, according to the
coastguard. The migrants, including the
child’s mother, were taken to the port of
Pythagorio on Samos, the nearest island,
which is 50 kilometers away.  There was
no immediate information about their
nationalities. “Nothing can prepare you

for the horrific reality of what is going on. 
Today we came face to face with one

of the youngest victims of this ongoing
refugee crisis. It is a tragic reminder of
the thousands of people who have died
trying to reach safety in miserable condi-
tions,” said MOAS founder and US entre-
preneur Christopher Catrambone in a
statement. Despite the recent cold and
choppy waters, large numbers of
migrants and refugees are still setting
sail from Turkey to make the hazardous
journey across the Aegean in the hope of
reaching Greece.

Overall, nearly one million migrants or
asylum-seekers landed in Europe in 2015
in search of a better life after setting off
in boats from either Turkey or North
Africa. Most were refugees fleeing war
and violence in Syria, Afghanistan and
Iraq. More than 3,600 people have died
attempting to make the crossing. Three-
year-old Syrian toddler Aylan Kurdi,
whose limp body was photographed
washed up on a Turkish beach in
September, became a heartbreaking
symbol of the refugee crisis. —AFP

Toddler becomes first

2016 migrant casualty


