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Iwas recently hosted by the “Diwan” program
on Al-Shahid TV with its host Mohammad Al-
Mulla. The program was distinguished by com-

bining the past with the present through the
guests, who are basically my teachers and
founders of the theater movement in Kuwait - Dr
Khalid Abdellatif Ramadan and Dr Mohammad
Bilal. The episode began with discussing many
issues which all focused on the deterioration of
the theatric and cultural movement in Kuwait
and how to solve them. 

Among the most important issues that were
discussed during the program was of play-
wrights, and the sufferings of some new youth
who say they cannot find those who can adopt
them intellectually and present their work on the
arts arena, because their names are not known
and do not have material value and weight. The
next morning, as I was reading what was written
about the program, I received a call from a
strange number, and I answered it. After greeting
me and identifying herself, the caller commend-
ed the program and the academic presentation,
then asked me to focus in my column on her
problem.

The issue in short is that the caller decided
one day to write a play, and did it and presented

it to the concerned authorities to take its routine
route for approval. When the script was present-
ed, she met a person in the concerned authority
for approving the texts, and that personality gave
promises of support after lauding her play -
rather the personality gave our author promises
that he will work hard to make a production com-
pany make the script materialize in a play in a
theater. 

Weeks later, while the woman was frequenting
the concerned authorities to ask about her play,
she was surprised by the personality that prom-
ised to help her who said: “Your script was lost!”
Here is where the complaint ends, and our words
to culture officials headed by the information
minister begin: Who will restore the literature and
intellectual rights to that girl and others who pre-
sented and are still presenting many ideas and
creations that are being stolen under the word
“lost” by the majority of officials? And how can
we protect our innovators from such people, Your
Excellency the Information Minister? 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Deterioration of
cultural movement

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Nermin Al-Houti

A
l-Jarida

Just like mothers, times have wombs as well. Years are
born out of such wombs every new year. Such moth-
ers do not die when giving birth to newborn babies.

All bygone years, ever since the beginning of life, are still
alive, because years do not die. It is we who perish and
die. Life is always vivid and lively with the moon, sun, rain
and thunder. Life only renews
the people living it, while oth-
er components remain
immortally the same. 

People always rejoice and
celebrate new years and
open up to receive them.
They are right in doing so.
They get dressed up and
decorate life in the process.
They hang decorations
inside and outside their
cheerful chests. Happiness and joy are lawful rights of
man in this life and life itself has a right to be lived
joyfully. As humans, we may disagree, fight and
blame life changes and time for our downfalls. Well,

time and life never change and it is we who change
and keep taking different shapes and attitudes. 

People have made the arrival of a new year a time
for joy despite conflicts, disputes and fighting. It is
high time for weapons to rest for at least one night. It
is high time for shoulders to put down death tools

they carry. It is high time for
joy to shine in everybody’s
eyes and hearts. 

Nobody knows how many
years are there, and how old
time and those years would
get. Therefore, various peo-
ple have tended to have
their own calendars as if
time had never existed or
born before them; as if there
had been no life before they

came to this world and no sun had risen or moon had
shown; as if no people had been born before them
and lived and prepared earth to receive them! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Wombs of time
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By Saleh Al-Shayeji

In our travels, we have often seen groups of old
foreigners visiting touristic sites in search of
post-retirement joy and happiness so that they

could enjoy what is left of their lives, bearing in
mind the principle of ‘better late than never”. They
do so after they have already spent their lives sav-
ing money to spend it on such visits that they had
always yearned for when they were still young. 

A dear friend recently retired and already started
complaining, claiming to be still too young to retire,
though he had worked for over 30 years. “Where
should I go? What will I do at home....just boss
about the maids? I do not like staying at home,” he
keeps saying and grumbling and I keep asking him
to be thankful that he has retired while still young
and healthy. “Now you can do whatever you like
without complaining of old age ailments and fee-
bleness and before all kinds of diseases start invad-
ing your body. Work will go on with or without you,
my friend,” I always tell him.  

“You should focus on enjoying what is left of
your life,” I told him, adding that the retirement age
in many worldwide countries is 65 and that retirees
then start touring the world. “Don’t do like others
who retire from the government and seek another
job with the public sector, and thus turn their lives
into endless work cycles, when can they enjoy what
is left of their lives,” I told him, noting that Kuwait
has many beautiful attractions that we had been
deprived of visiting because of work. 

“You have to create a sort of balance between
your post retirement life and your family. You can
practice your hobbies like carpentry, you can join a
club to lose weight and you can travel wherever
you like without begging to extend your leave. You
can take your wife on a new honeymoon and com-
memorate your happy moments without worrying
about the kids, their nutrition or schooling,” I told
him. 

“Life is too short, brother, and your children have
grown up. Your wife deserves to be rewarded with
what is left of your life. Do like the foreigners whom
we see walking happily with their wives and only
wish they had retired as young as you did so that
they could go everywhere. Life is beautiful, so do
not deprive yourself of its joys,” I concluded. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Enjoy the rest!

Al-Anbaa

By Samy El-Khorafi

Crime
R e p o r t

Homicide investigation
in dead baby’s case

KUWAIT: The body of an infant was found by a citizen, who
reported it to police in Wafra. He said that while he was on
a picnic with his family, he noticed a strange object, and
when he approached it, he found it was a dead baby,
whose body seemed to have been torn apart by dogs. The
Ahmadi prosecutor is dealing with the case as a homicide.

Security campaign

The security supervision of the traffic department opera-
tions launched a surprise campaign on the Second Ring
Road and Arabian Gulf Road as well as South Surra, which
resulted in impounding two cars for reckless driving, 10
motorcycles and three ATVs, in addition to detaining two
persons at the traffic holding cell and another at the juve-
niles department. —Al-Anbaa

Citizen’s pocket

The issue in short is that
the caller decided one

day to write a play, and
did it and presented it to

the concerned authorities
to take its routine route

for approval. 

Happiness and joy are
lawful rights of man in

this life and life itself has
a right to be lived joyfully

22,000 bedoons do not
meet citizenship criteria 

KUWAIT: The Central Apparatus for Illegal Residents’ Affairs has
concluded studying the files of 32,678 bedoons (stateless resi-
dents) within the second phase of the Cabinet’s roadmap to
consider granting bedoons citizenship, said high-ranking
sources, noting that 22,037 of them did not match the condi-
tions set to get Kuwaiti citizenship and thus their applications
were rejected.  The sources added that the concerned commit-
tee nominated 745 people to get citizenship and postponed
looking into 1,089 other cases. The sources highlighted that
some bedoons who had been registered in the 1965 census
had been excluded because they did not match the conditions
and had not done any great services to Kuwait. —Al-Anbaa

Retirees’ decisions
‘null and void’

KUWAIT: A source at the Civil Service Commission (CSC)
warned against delaying action on the issue of renewing
terms of retirement as well as appointments of some offi-
cials in government departments. He said that those who
are still at work while their legal term had ended are con-
sidered in violation of the laws and rules, and threatened
to consider their decisions “judicially null and void.”

The source said the CSC sent many names earlier to the
Cabinet, but it did not place them on the agenda, so govern-
ment departments face the danger of going to court to defend
decisions signed by those officials. He said legal authorities in
the country such as the fatwa and legislation department and
the CSC’s legal department relieved themselves of responsibili-
ty if complaints against the decisions are filed in court, especial-
ly since many of them are related to financial and tenders
issues. He said some administrative decisions such as promo-
tions and loans can face contestation by effected employees
and may result in compensations. —Al-Qabas

Linking passport, residency
validities become effective

No visa to dependents without separate passports
KUWAIT: Director General of Residency
Affairs Department at the Interior Ministry
Major General Talal Maarafi spoke about
many decisions, some to become effective
today. He said this will lead to achieving
more control and secure the country
against violators. He said the department
will be stricter in collecting fines and trans-
fer them to the state treasury. He said the
increase of fees for expat residencies is
considered a correction of a situation that
lasted 50 years and an income source as
part of the state’s procedures to deal with
the general budget deficit.

Validity linkage
Maarafi said linking the passport’s validi-

ty with residency for expats which will
become effective today will coincide with
three steps - the entry of the expat into the
country with residency visa or family visa
provided the passport is valid for two years,
and entry with a visit visa with a passport
that is valid for at least six months. No visa
will be issued to dependents unless they
have their own separate passports.

Maarafi spoke about steps that go
along with linking an expat’s residency
with the validity of his passport, most
important of which is that the wife’s and
children’s residencies’ validity should not
exceed that of the sponsor, and creating a
committee to confront obstacles that may
surface during the implementation of this
decision.

Grace period
Maarafi denied that there would be a

grace period for departure, or a grace period
for violators to stay or get a pardon. He said
grace periods are ineffective and not feasi-
ble and involve squandering of funds, and
help a violator not to act and increase the
number of violators. He said a grace period
is considered a reward for violators by not
paying fines, allowing him to leave and
return.

Maarafi said dependent residencies were
linked with that of the sponsor because vio-
lations were found, as when an expat hus-
band, who has a one-year residency, gets
deported, but his wife and children remain
because their residencies may extend to five
years, apart from divorce cases, as when an
expat divorces his wife, the woman and chil-
dren remain under his sponsorship because
they have a five-year residency though he
has two.

Visit visa
Maarafi said there will be no residency

permits for those who enter the country
with a visit visa, and it is better for them to
pay a fine and leave with an option to
return, instead of being arrested, finger-
printed and deported for good. Also, there
will be no residency permit for one whose
residency expires until he pays the fines
regardless of the period, provided that there
are no security restrictions that prevent
granting him residency.

Maarafi asked embassies and diplomatic
missions in the country to renew passports
of their citizens with the condition that pass-
port validity should be 12 months and
above, adding that there is coordination
with the Manpower Public Authority (MPA)
not to issue any work permit for less than a
year, and said such steps will be in use dur-
ing this week.

He said that a team was formed to go
along with the implementation of the deci-

sion and study its negatives, and gave exam-
ples of delays the expat has nothing to do
with, such as delays in medical tests or fin-
gerprinting or a lengthy holiday. “We began
a project of automated linkage with the
health ministry to issue health insurance to
prevent manipulation, which is an impor-
tant step to protect public funds,” he said.

Visas sold
Maarafi said cases were discovered over

the sale of domestic help visas using citizens’
civil IDs in cooperation with domestic help
officers for amounts of KD 650 for those in
Kuwait and KD 1,400 for those abroad, as
some had 30 visas of domestic helpers on
their files. Maarafi lauded security cam-
paigns to arrest visa violators which were
lately led by Interior Ministry Undersecretary
Major General Suleiman Al-Fahd to arrest
violators, adding that such campaigns com-
plete our job and are very successful and
proved fruitful, as large numbers of violators
came forward to adjust their situation after
paying fines.

Maarafi called upon members of parlia-
ment to support the efforts of the Interior
Ministry, particularly laws concerning expat
residencies, which we submitted to the
interior minister who approved it and sent
it to the National Assembly, most notably
the increase of residency fees, as well as the
direct citation of those who harbor viola-
tors and increasing the fines on residency
fees. —Al-Rai

Major General Talal Maarafi

Fear of Filipinos 
with diseases 

entering Kuwait
KUWAIT: Following a cour t decision in the
Philippines that does not recognize the GAMCA sys-
tem for testing expat labor, health ministry sources
expressed fear that Filipino laborers infected with
infectious diseases such as tuberculosis and AIDS
may arrive in the country. 

Sources said this ruling wil l  lead to the
Philippines government to consider the GAMCA
entity illegal in the country, adding that the ruling
will affect the accuracy of medical testing of work-
ers before coming to Kuwait,  especially since
domestic help offices and all agencies that bring
workers from Philippines deal with expat labor test-
ing centers there. 

The sources said this will increase the burden on
local health centers in GCC countries, which will be
solely responsible for discovering cases. —Al-Jarida The Ministry of Health’s building.


