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Natalie Cole, the daughter of jazz legend Nat
King Cole, who carved out her own success
with R&B hits like “Our Love” and “This Will Be”

before triumphantly intertwining their legacies to
make his “Unforgettable” their signature hit through
technological wizardry, has died. She was 65.

While Cole was a Grammy winner in her own right,
she had her greatest success in 1991 when she re-
recorded her father’s classic hits - with him on the
track - for the album “Unforgettable ... With Love.” It
became a multiplatinum smash and garnered her
multiple Grammy Awards, including album of the
year. Cole died Thursday evening at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles due to complications
from ongoing health issues, her family said in a state-
ment.

“Natalie fought a fierce, courageous battle, dying
how she lived ... with dignity, strength and honor. Our
beloved Mother and sister will be greatly missed and
remain UNFORGETTABLE in our hearts forever,” read
the statement from her son Robert Yancy and sisters
Timolin and Casey Cole. “I had to hold back the tears. I
know how hard she fought,” said Aretha Franklin in a
statement. “She fought for so long. She was one of the
greatest singers of our time.”

Drug problems 
Natalie Cole had battled drug problems and hepa-

titis that forced her to undergo a kidney transplant in
May 2009. Cole’s older sister, Carol “Cookie” Cole, died
the day she received the transplant. Their brother, Nat
Kelly Cole, died in 1995.

Natalie Cole was inspired by her dad at an early
age and auditioned to sing with him when she was
just 11 years old. She was 15 when he died of lung
cancer, in 1965. She began as an R&B singer but later
gravitated toward the smooth pop and jazz standards
that her father loved. Cole’s greatest success came
with her 1991 album, “Unforgettable ... With Love,”
which paid tribute to her father with reworked ver-
sions of some of his best-known songs, including
“That Sunday That Summer,” “Too Young” and “Mona
Lisa.”

Her voice was spliced with her dad’s in the title cut,
offering a delicate duet a quarter-century after his
death. The album sold some 14 million copies and
won six Grammys, including album of the year as well
record and song of the year for the title track duet.
While making the album, Cole told The Associated
Press in 1991, she had to “throw out every R&B lick
that I had ever learned and every pop trick I had ever
learned. With him, the music was in the background

and the voice was in the front.”
“I didn’t shed really any real tears until the album

was over,” Cole said. “Then I cried a whole lot. When
we started the project it was a way of reconnecting
with my dad. Then when we did the last song, I had to
say goodbye again.” She was also nominated for an
Emmy award in 1992 for a televised performance of
her father’s songs. “That was really my thank you,” she
told People magazine in 2006. “I owed that to him.”

Another father-daughter duet, “When I Fall in

Love,” won a 1996 Grammy for best pop collaboration
with vocals, and a follow-up album, “Still
Unforgettable,” won for best traditional pop vocal
album of 2008. Cole made her recording debut in
1975 with “Inseparable.” The music industry welcomed
her with two Grammy awards in 1976 - one for best
new artist and one for best female R&B vocal perform-
ance for her buoyant hit “This Will Be (An Everlasting
Love).”

She also worked as an actress, with appearances
on TV’s “Touched by an Angel” and “Grey’s Anatomy.”
But she was happiest touring and performing live.”I
still love recording and still love the stage,” she said on
her website in 2008, “but like my dad, I have the most
fun when I am in front of that glorious orchestra or
that kick-butt big band.”

Starry beginnings 
Cole was born in 1950 to Nat “King” Cole and his

wife, Maria Ellington Cole, a onetime vocalist with
Duke Ellington who was no relation to the great
bandleader. Her father was already a recording star,
and he rose to greater heights in the 1950s and early
‘60s. He toured worldwide, and in 1956 he became
the first black entertainer to host a national TV variety
show, though poor ratings and lack of sponsors killed
it off the following year. He also appeared in a few

movies and spoke out in favor of civil rights.
Natalie Cole grew up in Los Angeles’ posh Hancock

Park neighborhood, where her parents had settled in
1948 despite animosity from some white residents
about having the black singer as a neighbor. When
told by residents who said they didn’t want “undesir-
able people” in the area, the singer said, “Neither do I,
and if I see (any), I’ll be the first to complain.” The fami-
ly eventually included five children.

Natalie Cole started singing seriously in college,
performing in small clubs. But in her 2000 autobiogra-
phy, “Angel on My Shoulder,” Cole discussed how she
had battled heroin, crack cocaine and alcohol addic-
tion for many years. She spent six months in rehab in
1983. When she announced in 2008 that she had
been diagnosed with hepatitis C, a liver disease
spread through contact with infected blood, she

blamed her past intravenous drug use.
She criticized the Recording Academy for giving

five Grammys to drug user Amy Winehouse in 2008.
“I’m an ex-drug addict and I don’t take that kind of
stuff lightly,” Cole explained at the 2009 Grammy
Awards. Hepatitis C “stayed in my body for 25 years
and it could still happen to this young woman or oth-
er addicts who are fooling around with drugs, espe-
cially needles.”

Cole received chemotherapy to treat the hepatitis

and “within four months, I had kidney failure,” she
told CNN’s Larry King in 2009. She needed dialysis
three times a week until she received a donor kidney
on May 18, 2009. The organ procurement agency
One Legacy facilitated the donation from a family
that had requested that their donor’s organ go to
Cole if it was a match. Cole toured through much of
her illness, often receiving dialysis at hospitals
around the globe. “I think that I am a walking testi-
mony to you can have scars,” she told People maga-
zine. “You can go through turbulent times and still
have victory in your life.” — AP 

In a Monday, March 2, 2015 file photo, singer Natalie Cole performs at “An Evening of SeriousFun Celebrating the Legacy
of Paul Newman,” at Avery Fisher Hall, in New York.

In a Sunday, Feb. 8, 2009 file photo, Natalie Cole holds the best instrumental arrangement accompanying vocalist award
backstage at the 51st Annual Grammy Awards, in Los Angeles.

Natalie Cole, Grammy winning singer,dies

In a Wednesday, June 26, 2013 file photo, Grammy winning singer-songwriter Natalie
Cole poses for a portrait in promotion of her new album “Natalie Cole en Espanol,” in
New York.— AP photos

In a Sunday, July 6, 2003 file photo, singer Natalie Cole performs on Stravinsky stage,
during the 37th Montreux Jazz Festival, in Montreux, Switzerland.

Reaction to the passing of Grammy-winning singer Natalie
Cole, who died in Los Angeles on Thursday at age 65:

Aretha Franklin
“I am sorry to hear about Natalie Cole’s passing. I had to

hold back the tears. I know how hard she fought. She
fought for so long. She was one of the greatest singers of
our time. She represented the Cole legend of excellence
and class quite well.”  

Tony Bennett
“Natalie was an exceptional jazz singer and it was an

honor to have recorded and performed with her on several
occasions. She was a lovely and generous person who will
be greatly missed. 

Dionne Warwick 
“More like family than friend was Natalie. My heart

aches. My sincere condolences to her family and may she
now rest in peace.”  

Neil Portnow, president/CEO of The Recording
Academy

“We are very saddened to learn of the passing of one of
music’s most celebrated and iconic women ... Natalie fol-
lowed her legendary father into the music business with
magnificent hits like “Inseparable,” ‘’This Will Be” and
“Unforgettable,” achieving multiplatinum, worldwide suc-
cess in her own right. We’ve lost a wonderful, highly cher-
ished artist.” 

Arsenio Hall 
“In college, I named my bass guitar Natalie!  As a young

stand up comic I opened for Natalie Cole. She was all that,
in all ways! (RIP). 

Rev Jesse Jackson 
“#NatalieCole, sister beloved & of substance and sound.

May her soul rest in peace. #Inseperable.” 

Marlee Matlin 
“I am saddened by the news of the passing of my friend

Natalie Cole. Lovely song bird (and great actress too) - she is
now singing in heaven.” —Marlee Matlin

Pam Grier
“Peace be still, Natalie Cole, a gracious songbird.”

Ken Erlich
“In a way, she was like a connector. She connected her

father’s generation ... and the great pop singers of that time
with the generation that cane right after her, or alongside
her, of great women - Whitney, Anita Baker, Mariah, Celine.” 

Questlove from The Roots 
“Sophisticated Lady. I Love Natalie Cole so much man.

One of the first childhood idols I got to meet and nerd out
on when I first got in the business.” —Questlove from The
Roots

Fantasia
“Rest in peace Natalie Cole.. I will forever love your

music. Your voice was like an Angel.”

Lenny Kravitz 
“As the new year was ushered in, an angelic instrument

moved on. Natalie Cole’s voice was perfection. And what a
lady... You will be missed my dear. Love.” —Lenny Kravitz

MC Hammer 
“Prayers for #NatalieColes family. She saw and touched

the world through her journey of life and with her beautiful
voice. #Inseparable.”.

Rosie O’Donnell
“We will miss her like crazy.”  — AP    

Though her father was the incomparable Nat “King” Cole,
Natalie Cole successfully carved out her own space in
the musical universe with hit songs and albums that

earned her multiple Grammy Awards. After some of her
albums proved unsuccessful, she reinvented herself and had a
comeback that brought her to the top of the charts. And
though she battled with heavy drug addiction, she marked a
clean return and even advocated against drug use in the
music industry.

A passionate singer who connected emotionally with her
songs, Natalie Cole was a versatile performer throughout her
career, singing styles that included R&B, pop, and jazz, among
others. She died Thursday in Los Angeles at age 65.

Some of her best work:
“This Will Be” (1975)
“Inseparable” (1975)
“I’ve Got Love On My Mind” (1977)
“Our Love” (1977)
“Someone That I Used to Love” (1980)
“Jump Start” (1987)
“I Live for Your Love” (1987)
“Pink Cadillac” (Bruce Springsteen cover) (1987)
“Miss You Like Crazy” (1989)
“Unforgettable” (with Nat King Cole) (1991) — AP 

George Lucas has apologized for criticizing Disney’s
handling of “Star Wars” and saying he had sold his
characters to “white slavers” in a recent interview with

Charlie Rose. In a statement issued Thursday, Lucas says he
misspoke and used a “very inappropriate analogy.” It was not
clear what the “Star Wars” creator meant by the “white slavers”
comment, and Rose did not ask a follow-up question on his
PBS show that aired Dec. 24. The charged words nonetheless
sparked ire when the interview was posted online
Wednesday.

“I rarely go out with statements to clarify my feelings but I
feel it is important to make it clear that I am thrilled that
Disney has the franchise and is moving it in such exciting
directions,” said Lucas in his statement.

He sold his company, Lucasfilm, to the Walt Disney Co. in
2012 for $4.06 billion, and the studio charged ahead in devel-
oping “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” with director JJ Abrams
and Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy. Disney has laid
plans for two more “Star Wars” films and three anthology films
set in the Star Wars universe over the next few years.

Lucas discussed his decision to stay out of the new install-
ments in the hour-long interview with Rose and had criticized
Disney’s retro, fan-centric approach to “The Force Awakens.”
The interview was conducted prior to the Dec 14 premiere of
the film, where Disney chairman and CEO Bob Iger thanked
Lucas, who was in attendance, for his “sheer genius” in creat-
ing “Star Wars.”

“The Force Awakens” plays homage to Lucas’ original trilo-
gy and has garnered largely positive reviews from fans and
critics alike. After less than two weeks in theaters, it has
already become the eighth highest grossing film of all time
globally. “I have been working with Disney for 40 years and
chose them as the custodians of ‘Star Wars’ because of my
great respect for the company and Bob Iger’s leadership,” said
Lucas in his Thursday statement. “Disney is doing an incredi-
ble job of taking care of and expanding the franchise.” — AP 
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