
Fortunately, your creativity is flowing directly from the source
now, making it a breeze to be proactive in all your endeavors. Mercury's cur-
rent visit to your 5th House of Self-Expression inspires eloquent communi-
cation and increases your mental agility. Still, you may need to fight for your
right to speak your mind. Being considerate of people's feelings is an
admirable trait, but don't allow your willingness to compromise stop you
from doing what's best for you. Be as kind to yourself as you are to others. 

You might sense that someone is attempting to derail your
plans behind your back, but it may just be your fears conjuring up these
fantasies now. However, combative Mars and the evocative Moon return
to your suspicious sign today, raising issues of jealousy or possessiveness
in relationships. But don't succumb to your own negativity; the choice is
truly yours. Choosing to believe in the best of others over all other options
should be enough to keep the day rotating with a positive spin. 

Your cheerful attitude can positively impact your immediate
future, but self-doubt could wreak havoc on a perfectly good day.
Thankfully, delicious Venus forms a creative alignment with joyous Jupiter,
lifting your spirits and raising your hopes. Make time to connect with your
close friends because they will be the ones who can help to take your mind
off of your troubles with a little laughter and a lot of love. Being mindful of
your blessings keeps your heart humble. 

You possess the gift of clear vision today and shouldn't let any-
one dismiss your intuitive hunches. But interpersonal dynamics can get
dicey if someone questions your authority. Your energy could quickly shift
into a more aggressive posture now if you believe you need to defend your
intentions. Don't bother justifying your dreams; just keep your eyes on the
distant horizon and continue to march in that direction. Listen to your inner
voice and your journey will be one of discovery and delight. 

Although everyone seems very intense for some strange rea-
son today, you're still able to stay slightly detached from your emotions.
Luckily, your optimistic outlook on relationships enables you to sidestep an
unnecessary conflict with someone who fundamentally disagrees with your
position. Remember that you don't need to be right; you have absolutely
nothing to prove now. Instead of stirring up trouble with a loved one, con-
centrate on manifesting your dreams.

Although you quickly acknowledge the power of your convic-
tions, it's tricky when someone close to you works with an entirely different
set of assumptions. But it's a waste of energy to engage in a fight just to
prove someone else is wrong and you are right. Trying to change another
person's mind is a dead-end street today. Thankfully, you will be free to re-
focus on your continued self-improvement once you acknowledge that
intelligent people can hold opposing views. When in doubt, err on the side
of peace.

You're swept up in a whirlwind of cosmic energy as you naive-
ly attempt to untangle your emotional attachments. You might try to take
an impartial approach to relationships today, but you still could encounter
a block until you make a tough decision. Not surprisingly, the right choice
now may alter the trajectory of your life. Luckily, your clear intentions help
you to cast the current circumstances in a positive light, empowering you
to walk fearlessly into the future. 

You're doing everything you can to avoid an unpleasant con-
frontation today because you cannot see how it will lead to anything con-
structive. It's a lot less stressful to ambivalently sit on the fence and wait for
resolution than to get caught up in the emotional fray. Nevertheless, inac-
tion only works for so long. Everyone will feel better after the various opin-
ions are out in the open, even if there's no apparent common ground to
be found yet. Thankfully, it's not necessary to force a group consensus
now; compromise is an art that cannot be rushed. 

You are driven to defend your recent choices while messenger
Mercury is put to the test by warrior Mars. If you proudly stand up to political
pressure, your priorities evolve and your most spiritual thoughts will endure.
Holding onto your vision helps you conquer a difficult opponent. You may
feel that someone is out to defeat you; however, if you are clever enough to
steer clear of conflict today, you can continue toward your destination with-
out further interference. Take the high road and see who follows. 

Showing your feelings comes more naturally now that action-
planet Mars is camped out in your 5th House of Self-Expression. All emotional
interactions may seem a tad overwhelming now; there's so much going on in
your life, it's nearly impossible to know where to start. Although it's healthy to
power through your hesitation, don't share everything at once. Choose your
subject matter carefully and then take a creative route to prove your point;
your wide-ranging knowledge base and infamous tenacity will help you to
reach your goals. 
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ACROSS
1. A periodic paperback publication.
4. A famous waterfall in Venezuela.
12. Enlarged prostate.
15. Title for a civil or military leader (especially
in Turkey).
16. Taxonomic kingdom comprising all living
or extinct animals.
17. A plant hormone promoting elongation of
stems and roots.
18. A parallelogram with four equal sides.
20. A branch of the Tai languages.
21. Marked by the presence of snow.
23. West Indian tree having racemes of fra-
grant white flowers and yielding a durable
timber and resinous juice.
25. Expected hopefully.
27. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal
to 10 liters.
29. Earn on some commercial or business
transaction.
30. A phrase or pronunciation that is peculiar
to a particular locality.
34. (British) A waterproof raincoat made of
rubberized fabric.
36. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of
the Old World.
37. Any of various primates with short tails or
no tail at all.
39. Manufactured in standard sizes to be
shipped and assembled elsewhere.
43. A master's degree in library science.
44. A barrier constructed to contain the flow or
water or to keep out the sea.
45. (informal) Of the highest quality.
46. Informal terms for a meal.
49. Cut or impressed into a surface.
52. A metric unit of volume equal to one tenth
of a liter.
53. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
56. Father of the storm gods Marut.
57. (astronomy) The angular distance of a
celestial point measured westward along the
celestial equator from the zenith crossing.
58. The upper side of the thighs of a seated
person.
60. According to the Old Testament he was a
pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel
(9th century BC).
64. Come out into view, as from concealment.
68. A genus of Paridae.
71. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.
72. Arousing to action or rebellion.
75. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot palm
used in India for writing paper.
76. A form of address for a married woman.
77. United States composer (born in Austria)
and pianist noted for his interpretations of the
works of Mozart and Beethoven and Schubert
(1882-1951).
78. Of the blackest black.
79. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms.
80. The feeling of patient submissive humble-
ness.
81. Used of a single unit or thing.

DOWN
1. Made from residue of grapes or apples after
pressing.
2. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in
Turkey).
3. A correctional institution used to detain per-
sons who are in the lawful custody of the gov-
ernment (either accused persons awaiting trial
or convicted persons serving a sentence).
4. An esoteric or occult matter that is tradition-
ally secret.
5. An organization of independent states to
promote international peace and security.

6. Related by blood.
7. Any of various systems of units for measur-
ing electricity and magnetism.
8. (British) Your grandmother.
9. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly
aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.
10. The branch of computer science that deal
with writing computer programs that can
solve problems creatively.
11. An independent group of closely related
Chadic languages spoken in the area between
the Biu-Mandara and East Chadic languages.
12. All the plant and animal life of a particular
region.
13. A person who handles or caresses in a
clumsy or over-familiar manner.
14. Austrian composer who influenced the
classical form of the symphony (1732-1809).
19. A woman of refinement.
22. A daughter of your brother or sister.
24. American prizefighter who won the world
heavyweight championship three times (born
in 1942).
26. American plant having spikes of blue flow-
ers and growing in shallow water of streams
and ponds.
28. Urge or force (a person) to an action.
31. A member of the Siouan people formerly
inhabiting the Black Hills of western South
Dakota.
32. (of molten metal or glass) Formed by pour-
ing or pressing into a mold n 1.
33. Food mixtures either arranged on a plate
or tossed and served with a moist dressing.
35. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
38. (Old Testament) Adam's wife in Judeo-
Christian mythology.
40. King of Saudi Arabia since 1982 (born in
1922).
41. Type genus of the Aceraceae.
42. English monk and scholar (672-735).
47. Capital of the state of Oregon in the north-
western part of the state on the Willamette
River.
48. Ability to apply knowledge or experience
or understanding or common sense and
insight.
50. A restraint that confines or restricts free-
dom (especially something used to tie down
or restrain a prisoner).
51. Spicy fruit of the cubeb vine.
54. A nihilistic art movement (especially in
painting) that flourished in Europe early in the
20th century.
55. The syllable naming the fourth (subdomi-
nant) note of the diatonic scale in solmization.
59. A white metallic element that burns with a
brilliant light.
61. A chronic emphysema of the horse that
causes difficult expiration and heaving of the
flanks.
62. Analyze syntactically by assigning a con-
stituent structure to (a sentence).
63. A hidden storage space (for money or pro-
visions or weapons).
65. Dry red table wine from the Rioja region of
northern Spain.
66. Greek anatomist whose theories formed
the basis of European medicine until the
Renaissance (circa 130-200).
67. Related on the mother's side.
69. Not easy.
70. An aggressive remark directed at a person
like a missile and intended to have a telling
effect.
73. A liquid used for printing or writing or
drawing.
74. Of a light yellowish-brown color n 1.
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Fortunately, you're processing the waves of change today while
standing on a strong foundation. However, you may be recovering from recent-
ly going out on a limb and sharing more than was necessary. And you might
face an uphill battle, no matter how optimistic you are that everyone can step
beyond their parochial thinking to see the bigger picture. Most attempts to
demonstrate your intellectual superiority are bound to fail now. Instead of turn-
ing this into a game where someone is likely to lose, it's up to you to invent a
way in which everyone can win.

You may lock horns with your group of friends and find yourself
in a standoff today, especially if you feel threatened by your own sense of
insecurity. But other people's clever ideas are no match for your unforgiv-
ing persistence and the strength of your convictions. Although someone
might provoke your anger now, don't let your emotions distract your focus
from your ambitious goals. Your current optimism mixed with your unwa-
vering concentration is an unbeatable combination.


