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CHEYENNE: The number of grizzly bear deaths
or removals in the Yellowstone region climbed
to an all-time high in 2015, but biologists say
they’re not worried about the animal’s long-
term survival in the area. The known or suspect-
ed deaths of 55 bears shouldn’t interfere with
plans to remove the region’s grizzlies from pro-
tection under the Endangered Species Act,
Frank van Manen, leader of the Interagency
Grizzly Bear Study Team, said. “This year should
be considered within the context of what we’ve
seen in terms of the long-term trend,” van
Manen said. The team of state and federal scien-
tists and biologists estimates more than 700
grizzlies live in the Yellowstone region spanning
parts of Wyoming, Montana and Idaho. That’s
up from about 600 in 2010 and around 200 in
the early 1980s.

Grizzlies first were listed as a threatened
species in 1975. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
has set a management goal of 674 bears as it
moves toward delisting. One reason for this
year’s high number of deaths: Poor production
of wild berries, possibly because of late high
country frosts and snow, caused bears to wan-
der far in search of food. “When you have a year
of lower food availability, bears just tend to
roam around more and be more vulnerable to
various sources of mortality,” van Manen said.
“They get into trouble more. We had a lot of
conflicts this year as a result of that.”

Also, the region had only an average year for
another grizzly food staple - nuts from the
cones of whitebark pine trees. Grizzlies have
proven adaptable, however, and able to sustain
themselves on a variety of natural food sources
in the region, van Manen said. Wildlife man-
agers this year euthanized 24 grizzlies for a vari-
ety of run-ins with people, property or livestock.
Zoos took in four of those bears’ cubs, including
two cubs that belonged to a grizzly sow that
killed a hiker in Yellowstone National Park in
August. Wildlife managers typically euthanize
problem bears only as a last resort. More often
than mauling people, such bears cause issues
like killing livestock and raiding trash facilities.

“But we’re also talking about a very intelli-
gent animal,” van Manen said. “Once they learn
how to get access to human food sources, it
becomes a real challenge. And their homing
ability is just tremendous. You can move them
50 or 100 miles and they know how to make
their way back pretty quick, in a lot of cases.”
Other deaths included four grizzlies hit by vehi-
cles. Another 19 remain under investigation.
Hunters killed many of those grizzlies, and law
enforcement officers are withholding details
until they sort out what happened, according to
van Manen. Deliberately killing a grizzly without
sufficient justification, namely self-defense, is

punishable by up to a year in prison and fines of
up to $50,000. The study team counts the cubs
taken to zoos in their annual mortality count.
That puts this year’s toll of 59 above the previ-
ous recent high of 56 in 2012. The study team
counted 28 known and probable deaths in 2014
and 29 in 2013. Berries were more plentiful
those years,  van Manen said. Biologists
acknowledge they never know exactly how
many grizzlies die in the region that includes
Yellowstone National Park and immediately sur-
rounding areas. The total known and unknown
grizzly deaths may have topped 70 in 2015, van
Manen said.— AP 

Grizzly bear deaths rise
WYOMING: Bison grazes near a stream in Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. —AP 

Yellowstone population grows

MAJURO: The US tuna fleet has been
blocked from fishing in the lucrative west-
ern Pacific for the first time in three decades
as a conflict over fees remains unresolved.
The US Department of Commerce’s National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has told all
US vessels they are prohibited from fishing
in the region from January 1 until new
licences are issued. Nearly 40 US vessels
usually work in the region and are estimat-
ed to catch US$300-$400 million worth of
tuna annually. Mike Tosatto, Honolulu direc-
tor of the NMFS confirmed Friday he had
written to tuna fleet operators to get out of
the water by New Year’s Day if the agree-
ment to pay was not honored. He told the
Los Angeles Times the fishing region was
very productive for the United States and
the dispute “will have a significant impact.”

The Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries
Agency (FFA), an umbrella group represent-
ing the island states, is refusing to issue new
licences because the US tuna industry will
not make a quarterly payment of US$17
million due Friday for 2016 fishing access.
The US industry agreed in August to buy

5,000 “fishing days”, but when some compa-
nies said they could not afford their share,
the US government asked the FFA in
November to take back 2,000 days.  The
island nations refused, saying they warned
the United States in August they did not
need so many days and that the US had
gone ahead and booked them.

Countries involved in the Parties to the
Nauru Agreement (PNA), which control
waters covering more than half the world’s
skipjack tuna, the most commonly canned
variety, say it is up to the United States to
resolve the issue. “The ongoing default real-
ly affects a component of the US fleet that
says they cannot pay for days that they
asked for. They insisted on asking for more
days than they needed,” Transform Aqorau
the PNA chief executive said. The problem
would not be fixed by allowing in the boats
willing to pay to fish, he added. “The prob-
lem with allowing some vessels to fish is
that we are effectively giving in to the US to
return days. “The Pacific Island parties have
rejected this because as they said, a deal is a
deal that should be respected.” —AFP 

US tuna fleet shut out of 
lucrative Pacific region

NEW YORK: Most US police receive little or no
training on how best to handle crises involv-
ing the mentally ill despite the growing fre-
quency of such encounters and the fatal
results in a number of recent cases. Although
more departments have added or expanded
training in recent years as they faced greater
scrutiny and litigation, the vast majority offer
at best a maximum of 40 hours and are not
reaching enough officers, according to police
and mental health advocates.

Last weekend’s Chicago police slaying of
19-year-old college student Quintonio LeGrier,
who relatives said had suffered from mental
issues, has raised questions about the training
of officers who are routinely thrust into tense
situations with people who may be affected
by varying mental disorders, or drug and alco-
hol abuse. “We’re asking the police to fill the
gaps that have been created by inadequate
mental health resources,” said Ron Honberg,
national director for policy and legal affairs at
the National Alliance on Mental Illness.

“It seems sadly ironic, tragically ironic
when you call 911 about someone having a
heart attack, they send a trained EMT profes-
sional, but when you call about someone in a
psychotic crisis, a psychotic episode, they
send police,” he added. The Chicago shooting
also prompted calls from Mayor Rahm
Emanuel for a review of the police depart-
ment’s Crisis Intervention Team and improved
guidance for officers handling cases where
the mental health of a person is a factor.
Mentally ill people have been shot to death in
recent years by police in Texas, California,
Colorado and Virginia. Americans with severe
mental illness are 16 times more likely to be
killed by police than other civilians, an advo-
cacy group found.

‘Psychologists with guns’
With no national requirements on training

recruits on de-escalation and crisis interven-
tion, the average is just eight hours on each,
according to a survey released in August 2015
by the Police Executive Research Forum.
“Society has turned police officers into psy-
chologists with guns, and they don’t have the
training for that,” said Scott Johnson, a
Washington state attorney. Johnson repre-
sents Ryan Flanagan, a veteran officer with the
police department in Pasco, Washington, who
resigned in July after he and two patrolmen
fatally shot an unarmed Mexican orchard
worker who battled depression, homelessness

and drug abuse.
Flanagan had only been trained to offer a

mentally distressed person a phone number
for a county healthcare worker, or detain the
suspect until one arrived, said Johnson. Pasco
Police Department spokesman Ken Roske said
Flanagan’s training encouraged officers to get
mentally ill people a “professional intervention
as soon as possible.” But he added that officers
also received training on how to interact with
the mentally ill, including sessions with state
and local mental health and veterans officials.
In Seattle, the police department since 2012
has implemented court-ordered reforms to
address what the Justice Department has
called a pattern of excessive force that often
arose during encounters with the mentally ill
or drug-addled suspects. Police spokesman
Sean Whitcomb said the department now has
training protocols that include sessions on
how to de-escalate a violent scene and calm
down a distressed person, and has imposed
40-hour certification training for specialized
officers that get dispatched to a majority of
such calls.

Shifting burden
Many in the law enforcement community

want more training, especially as the burden
of the severely mentally ill has shifted in
recent decades to police departments from
public hospitals. “The better trained the offi-
cer, the safer they are and the more effective
they are,” said Rich Roberts, spokesman for the
International Union of Police Associations. He
said police often did not receive enough train-
ing because of the cost. Law enforcement
encounters with the mentally ill have soared
in recent decades as the number of public
psychiatric hospital beds plummeted to about
17 per 100,000 people in 2005 from 340 per
100,000 in the 1950s, according to the
Treatment Advocacy Center.

The center has estimated there are almost
8 million Americans or 3.3 percent of US
adults with severe mental illness. About half
those people are untreated, resulting in
about 216,000 homeless and 400,000 incar-
cerations. The 1987 killing of a mentally ill
man in Memphis, Tennessee, led to the cre-
ation of the highly regarded Crisis
Intervention Team, or CIT, program, which
brings together law enforcement, mental
health providers, hospital emergency depart-
ments and individuals with mental illness
and their families.— Reuters
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Photo shows a grizzly bear roaming near Beaver Lake in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo.
Biologists counted more grizzly bear deaths in or removals from the Yellowstone region in
2015 than any year in recent memory but aren’t worried about the species’ long-term survival
in the area. — AP 


